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29 A  s h o r e  t h i n g  New-England chic
meets Cornish charm in this pretty coastal chalet

46 i s l A n d  d r e A m  A period holiday home
nestled in the beautiful Stockholm Archipelago
channels classic Scandi style to great efect  

69 g o  w i t h  t h e  f l o w  Light and space 
abound in this smart Georgian fat in Edinburgh 

80 i n  t h e  p i n k  Unabashedly bold and bright,
this former French piggery is bursting with colour

85 t h e  p e r f e c t  f i t  An interior designer
transforms her Edinburgh home with a clever
layout, vibrant artwork and striking accessories 

102 peAce & love An all-white decor radiates
tranquillity and elegance in this period property

i n s p i r i n g  h o m e s

Each room of this 
stunning Oxfordshire 
new-build is bathed  

in natural light, thanks
to its daring 

semi-circular design 
(see page 72).

c o v e r  s t o r y

114 c h A r m e d  l i f e  Past and present marry
well in this idyllic house on the Irish coast 

118 t i m e  t o  n e s t  A young couple create  
the perfect family home in southwest London 

122 r A p i d  r e s p o n s e  This pair didn’t waste 
any time turning their 17th-century farmhouse 
renovation in West Yorkshire from so-so to superb

130 o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e  An immaculately
restored Georgian terraced house holds its own  
in the shadow of majestic York Minster 

134 n At u r A l  m i x  An artist turns a converted 
stable block in Glasgow into a colourful, cosy haven  

134 A  b o l d  A p p r o A c h  How one Londoner
turned three poky fats into a roomy, stylish home

34

0123456789

2 5 b h j u ly 20 14  |  5

93BEH14JUL194.pgs  13.05.2014  16:43    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



n e w - b u i l d

22 m a d e  f o r  s h a r i n g  Driven to distraction by  
a stressful daily school run, this Dubliner snapped up a plot 
closer to the city centre and built a house from scratch 

40 c a l l  o f  t h e  w i l d  Bewitched by the beauty of Skye,  
a pair fulfl a long-held dream of building a home on the island

72 l e a r n i n g  c u r v e  A couple rise to the challenge  
of building a sun-flled semi-circular design in Oxfordshire

76 t r u ly  i n s p i r e d  With a passion for chic interiors,  
a designer creates a home that mixes business and pleasure 

r e p l a n n e d

34 c l e a r ly  s p e c i a l  An abundance of glass turns a  
dark and dingy Dublin bungalow into a bright family abode 

90 a r t i s t i c  f l a i r  Packed with personality, this warm, 
welcoming Oxfordshire cottage refects its creative owner 

 

u n i q u e

50 t h e  s p i c e  o f  l i f e  Colour, charm and character 
underpin this apartment in a former warehouse in London

106 r e t u r n  o f  t h e  n at i v e  A couple swap the bright 
lights of the capital for a cosy, country cottage in Oxfordshire 

127 c o o l ,  c a l m  &  c o l l e c t e d  This ancient Dutch 
farmhouse fuses splendid decor with a rich array of collectibles 

d i s t i n c t i v e

54 a  f a m i ly  l e g a c y  This striking modernist property 
overlooking Lake Egirdir is a real Turkish delight 

58 t r u e  r o m a n c e  A Swedish apartment with stunning 
1920s architecture is flled with colour, light and family life

63 u p s ta i r s  d o w n s ta i r s  One woman built her 
own home on the Irish coast, breaking the norm along the way

96 i n s i d e  o u t  Surrounded by lush forest, this former 
sheep station in Australia brings the outside in with aplomb

r e g u l a r  f e a t u r e s

11 news This month’s hot shopping trends
15 25bh online Discover more interior style on our website
16 Q&a Your decorating queries answered by our expert

67 win!  An overnight stay at a spa retreat in beautiful Bath 

83 reader offer Comfortable and stylish outdoor 
furniture perfect for relaxing in the garden this summer

110 the source Follow our expert tips and bring the  
ideas seen in some of this issue’s properties to your home 

147 stockists Find your favourite names here

162 room envy The scheme that’s inspired us this month
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Welcome
Over the last few  sunday afternOOns my husband and I
have out been visiting gardens that are open to the public under the national Garden
scheme – we’ve always gone to a few each year. when the boys were young we’d take
them with us, but it’s a very rare event for them to come with us now. although we still
judge a garden on its possible attraction to small boys as somewhere to just run. I really
like going to the villages where a number of gardens are open, as this combines a walk
with some interest with the opportunity for a cup of tea and homemade cake. If I’m
honest it’s the cake selection that we really go for as much as the gardens. this summer
I’ve been indulging in some serious house and village envy at the same time as enjoying
the gardens. when we frst moved to where we are from london, although local to
where I grew up, the area we were looking to buy in was not that well known to me. so
at the time, we set about driving round the villages and scoring them on whether they
had a shop, school, busy road etc, so that when houses came on the market we knew
whether that village was on our list. I feel like I’m doing it all again and even admitted
last week that I felt like moving just for a change. the problem is that I’m falling in
love with incredible houses that we’ll never have the money for unless we win the
lottery. I can always dream and when the time comes to move I’m sure that we’ll  
fall in love with a new home and a new village. 

r e l a x e d  d i n i n g 
A smart open-plan kitchen-diner is the main hub

in this chic coastal retreat in West Sussex

l i v i n g  t h e  d r e a m 
Abundant with light and cheerful colours,  

a family from Florida share their heavenly home

a  d a s h  o f  d r a m a
A couple revamp their Victorian villa, fusing

neutral shades with bold, bright designs 

c o m i n g  n e x t  m o n t h  –  o n  s a l e  2 9  m a y

D i s c o v e r  m o r e  

o f  2 5  B e a u t i f u l

H o m e s

f a c e b o o k

o n l i n e 

Visit housetohome.co.uk/

25beautifulhomes and browse

inspiring decorating schemes

At twitter.com/

25bhomesmag

On facebook.com/

25BeautifulHomes

deborah barker, editor in chief

look out for QR codes on
some of our features and fnd 
more decorating inspiration.

hoW do i Use Qr codes?
Download a free QR code
reader from your phone’s 
app store, open it up and 
scan the code. you’ll then 

be redirected to the relevant
page at housetohome.co.uk/

25beautifulhomes.

G e t  o n l i n e
q u i c k e R

digital editions & back issUes are now available on iPad, iPhone,

Kindle fire, nook via Google Play, app store, readr and Zinio

t W i t t e r

r o o m  e n v y  b l o g 
At roomenvy.co.uk

s U b s c r i b e 
Subscribe and save up to 43%.

PluS, order online and receive

a £5 M&S voucher. Go to

magazinesdirect.com/16F
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July

Enjoy lazy summer days and alfresco fun with our colourful garden accessories

1  sweet treat
Cuisipro ice cream scoop  
and stack in bubblegum  
pink, £14.99, Whisk 
2  saLaD DaYs
Qualy Sparrow salad bowl with
servers, £25.90, The Gift Oasis

3  Hang arounD
Reversible bunting, £12, Next
4  sHine a LigHt
Oriental lanterns in white, blue 
or green, £10.95 each, Red Lilly
5  in tHe sHaDe
Blooma Capri round parasol  

in pink, £29, B&Q
6  bLooming LoveLY
Rice Melamine rectangular 
plate, £7.50, Doris & Boris
7  taKe a Pew 
Sandhurst circle back wooden 
bench, £199, Notcutts   

8  bottoms uP
Haze highball glass in Sky, £25 
for a set of four, LSA International
9  tHe Heat is on
Weber Smokey Joe premium
barbecue in green,  
£69.99, Lakeland

s u n n y  s i d e  u p

t r e n D s  |  w H a t ’ s  n e w  |  m u s t - H a v e  b u Y s 
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Classic and timeless, the black and white look is a key design trend this season 

1  a novel idea
Northanger Abbey, £7.99, from 
the Jane austen Vintage classics 
series, Vintage Books
2  new flame
Hartford large outdoor lantern, 
£35, John lewis

3  Breeze in
dimplex Mont Blanc oscillating
cooling fan, £49.99, argos
4  picture this
london calling large platter, 
by charlene Mullen, £25, 
royal doulton

5  dry off
kingsley oslo towels in charcoal,
from £12 for a hand towel, Very 
6  good timing
Hartnell Home Windsor enamelled
alarm clock, £39, roullier White
7  on the right lines

Moroccan stripe vase, £65, liberty
8 lounging around
Navita zigzag day bed, £1,399, 
Marks & spencer
9  in a spin
illumina jug blender, £69.99, 
russell Hobbs

m o n o c h r o m e  h o m e

0123456789
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C h e C k  o u t  o u r 
f a b u l o u s  b l o g 

Need a daily interiors fx? The next

best thing to buying 25 Beautiful Homes

magazine is to log onto our brilliant 

blog. Discover our favourite room

schemes, and please don’t forget to 

give us your opinion, as we’re always 

keen to know what you think of them.  

w e b  |  2 5 b h

Find plenty of inspiring ideas by visiting our creative online hub

housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes
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scan this Qr code
to go to houseto

home.co.uk/
25beautifulhomes.
for how to do this,

see page 9.

Q u i C k 
r e f r e s h 
give bedrooms,

bathrooms and

hallways fresh

appeal this

summer. From

classic design ideas

to the latest looks,

Housetohome has

dedicated galleries

for every room

in the house, so

enjoy our round-

up of the hottest

interior trends at

housetohome.

co.uk/home-ideas.

C h e e r f u l
C h i l d r e n ’ s 

r o o m s
The summer

holidays are a great

time to refresh

your children’s

rooms. Take a look

at housetohome.

co.uk/childrens-

room for hundreds

of decorating styles,

best-buy shopping

and top tips. 

f i n d  u s  o n  f a c e b o o k
See the rooms we’re lusting after on
facebook.com/25beautifulhomes. We’d
love to hear from you, so get in touch and
tell us all about your favourite interiors.

s i t  b a C k  a n d  r e l a x
enjoy your outdoor space, whatever the weather, with 

a gorgeous garden room. they’re great for wiling away 

sunny days or escaping the hustle and bustle of daily 

life. find innovative ways to create a wonderfully cosy 

interior at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes.

b r i g h t  u p d a t e
There’s so much to think

about when designing  

a new kitchen so, before

you start, be sure to check

out housetohome.co.uk/

25beautifulhomes for

invaluable advice and ideas.

0123456789
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Q&A
Our resident interiors expert  
Rachel Leedham is on hand to 
answer all your decorating queries

CORNER SOFA
I love the pink sofa in Karin and David Embleton’s

conservatory (p64, March 2014) and would be 

grateful if you could tell me where it’s from?

Marj CaMbrIDgE, by EMaIl

Corner, or sectional, sofas are often considered to look 
best in contemporary homes, but Karin’s design proves 
that they also ft beautifully into a traditional setting. In
Karin’s home, two corner sofas – a pink one and a neutral 
one – form a U-shape, and if you would like a similar
arrangement, you’ll need designs without an arm at one of
the ends. Sofas & Stuf (0808 178 3211, sofasandstuf.com)
will adapt its Hambledon sofa unit to suit a confguration
you require, and can source a dusty pink velvet fabric. Its
large corner unit, H89 x W305 x D305cm, starts at £2,665. 
If you don’t need a U-shape arrangement, the Pavilion
Corner sofa by Loaf (0845 468 0698, loaf.com) comes in
large or extra large, with left- or right-hand confgurations
and can be upholstered in your chosen fabric. Shown
right, is the extra-large left-hand design in Peony washed
cotton linen, H92 x W298 x D238cm, £2,895.

BLOCK-PRINT QUILT
I’ve been looking for a lightweight summer

quilt like the one in georgie and Patrick

Wood’s master bedroom (p112, april 2014).

Could you tell me where it’s from?

DEbbIE Fox, SurrEy

The design you like is the Coromandel double
quilt, 260 x 290cm, £149, from Oka (0844
815 7380, okadirect.com). It comes in oatmeal
on white, shown below, or blue on white, and
the reverse is plain white. Zara Home (0800 
026 0091, zarahome.com) also sells a number
of printed lightweight quilts in similar designs
– have a look at its Leaves decorative quilt,
230 x 250cm, £129.99. 

MESH-FRONTED
ARMOIRE 
Could you tell me where Emilie and

Ian bohn bought the display cabinet 

in their dining area (p81, March 2014)?

anDrEa langron, by EMaIl

The mesh-fronted doors of this
French-style piece give it a distinctly
country feel. The Buttermilk French
Antique wardrobe by HomesDirect 365
(01642 455589, homesdirect365.co.uk)
is a very close match to the design you
like, featuring similar ornate detailing
and wire-mesh doors, H235 x W115 x
D56cm, £1,999. For a more rustic
design, look at Laura Ashley’s (0871 
983 5999, lauraashley.com) Bramley
armoire, shown, which is inspired by
rescued cottage furniture. The piece 
has chicken wire-fronted doors and  
a distressed cream fnish, H150 x 
W120 x D40cm, £950.

012345678901234567890123456789
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Find more inspiration at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes

EMaIl raChEl lEEDhaM  
at 25_beautiful_homes@ipcmedia.com 

or write to her at 25 Beautiful Homes,  
IPC Media, Blue Fin Building,  

110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU

g e t  i n  t o u c h

EXTERIOR LIGHT
I’m trying to replace an irreparable

exterior wall light that was outside

our old timber barn. It’s a traditional

design with a domed glass shade that

hangs down beneath a metal refector.

Who sells lights like these?

gEorgIna PaIgE, SuFFolK

I would suggest starting your search
with The Olive Tree (01892 614197,
theolivetreeshop.co.uk), which sells  
an attractive light called Barn, which  
is based on the type of lights hung
outside farm buildings in rural England.
The simple design is made from
zinc-plated powder-coated steel and
comes in three colourways – Cofee
Bean, Clay or Charcoal. It measures
H26cm, projection 21cm, and costs £45.
Alternatively, Tinsmiths (01531 632083,
tinsmiths.co.uk) stocks a striking
selection of traditional exterior lights,
including a stable light made from
pressed and spun steel with a galvanised
fnish, H31cm, projection 31cm, £65.
The light is also available in a larger
design – a swan-neck barn light made
from chunky cast metal, H35cm,
projection 45cm, £174, or £188 for  
the corner fxed version pictured. 

TOILE DE JOUY
TABLEWARE
a few years ago, I went to a beautiful 

tea shop, which is now closed, where

they used pretty, pale pink toile de 

jouy-style china. I’ve always regretted

not fnding out who made it.  

Can you help?

hElEn SMyth, lanCaShIrE

I think that you must be talking about  
a design called Asiatic Pheasants by
Burleigh (01773 740740, burleigh.co.uk),
which was frst produced in 1827, in pale
blue; the pale pink colourway (shown
here) was introduced in 1862. This year,
the company has launched a brand-new
Engraver’s Collection, available in pink 
or black, which celebrates some of the
company’s iconic patterns – Asiatic
Pheasants, Willow, Calico and Oriental
Birds – with a pretty patchwork design. 
It mixes beautifully with other Burleigh
pieces for a more informal approach to
dining. The price for a side plate (17.5cm)
in each design is £9.50.

This is a piece by highly acclaimed artist
Rob Ryan, who specialises in paper cuts
and limited-edition screen prints. I
Opened My Heart is his biggest screen print,
W148 x H113cm, and is sold as an edition
of 100, signed by the artist, from TAG
Fine Arts (020 7688 8446, tagfnearts.
com), £2,050. His smaller pieces are,
inevitably, more afordable: Can We?  
Shall We? (shown below, left) is another
limited-edition screen print, this time 

from a run of 250, with a paper size
measuring W58 x H64cm and actual
image size of W36 x H36cm, £250. For 
a larger piece, an option would be to
frame one of Ryan’s silk scarves, which
are ethically produced and hand-printed
in India: I Miss Being a Small Girl (shown 
below, right) is a striking orange print
with turquoise trim, 90sq cm, £85, and 
is available from Rob Ryan (020 7729
9770, robryanstudio.com).

SCREEN PRINT
Can you tell me anything about the picture of a tree blowing in the

wind in Sally and Carl gough’s sitting room (p120, november 2013)?

nICola ruSSEll, by EMaIl

012345678901234567890123456789
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U N I Q U E  You’ll love our selection of homes where owners have put 
their own personal stamp and individual tastes into place

D I S T I N C T I V E  Each issue will feature a variety of foreign homes 
that display interiors with a dif erence, to help inspire you

R E P L A N N E D  See how these fantastic properties have been 
transformed, with new layouts and stylish interiors

Offer open to new subscribers only. Direct Debit offer is available to UK subscribers only. Please allow up to six 
weeks for delivery of your first subscription issue (up to eight weeks overseas). The full subscription rate is for 1 
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Subscribe today and every month 

the latest issue will be delivered 

straight to your home before it’s 

even in the shops. Never again need 

you miss the chance to explore the 

most inspirational homes from around the world, 

discover clever shopping ideas and pick up the 

best tips and advice. 

And you’ll save yourself money – this month you 

can save up to 44%. But don’t delay, this of er only 

runs until 31 July 2014.

DEBORAH BARKER, EDITOR IN CHIEF

G R E A T  R E A S O N S  T O 

S U B S C R I B E  T O 

2 5  B E A U T I F U L  H O M E S

● Subscribe from just £28.99

● Enjoy convenient home delivery every month

● Get your copy before it’s in the shops

● Never miss an issue

Subscribe now 
and get 12 issues 

from £28.99

Complete the 

coupon on the left

0844 848 0848 magazinesdirect.com/16gLines are open 7 days a week, 8am–9pm (UK time). 
Please have your bank details ready when you call and quote code 16G

Overseas:+44 (0)330 3330 233

SAVE
UP TO

44%
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t h e  p r o p e r t y  Modern
double-fronted detached house
L o c at i o n  Dublin
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen/living area, snug, three
bedrooms (all en suite)
p u r c h a S e d  2010
p r e V i o u S  p r o p e r t y
‘We lived in a New England-style
house outside the city,’ says Breda.

h o m e  t r u t h s

n e w - b u i L d        Made for
sharing

g a r d e n
a pink-painted wall adds a dash 

of colour to the borders.
For bright pink masonry paint try
Little Greene’s Carmine, £54 for 
5 litres. Stainless steel planters,
£84.99 per pair, Garden Items, 

are a close match
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Finding a plot in the heart of
Dublin led Breda Cliford 
to build a home suit her
family and lifestyle 

Feature MAGGIE STEVENSON

photography DEREK ROBINSON

d e t a c h e d  n e w - b u i l d  |  2 5 bh
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1&4  L I V I N G  A R E A
This south-west facing space has sun  
in the early morning and late evening.
Breda’s sofa was custom-built but the Long
Island L-shaped sofa set, from £2,530, Sofa.com,
is a ready-made alternative. Crema Marfl
Classico polished marble foor tiles, around
£50.40sq m, Alistair Mackintosh, are comparable 

2  K I T C H E N
Breda designed the cabinets herself, teaming
Corian worktops with a dark-oak breakfast bar.
‘I love the contrast of light and dark,’ she says.
Newmarket stools, £399 each, Lloyd Loom

3  S TA I R C A S E
Bespoke walnut steps lead to the bedrooms.
For custom-made staircases, try Meer-End
Joinery. The Louis XVI chair with upholstered
back and seat, from £720, Grange is similar
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BEST BUY The suite in our
drawing room was our best buy. It
was 25 years old, hardly used and

came from a stately home. We had
it recovered to match our decor. 

It’s rare that a frst-time
building project is trouble-
free, but for Breda Cliford,
the process went almost
without a hitch. From buying
the plot to moving took little 

more than a year and the result, she says, is 
‘a comfortable, practical home that works’ –
something of an understatement to anyone
visiting this light and spacious house. 

The need for a new home became clear 
to Breda as she struggled through heavy
trafc each day, driving her son from their
home in the suburbs to school in Dublin. It
made sense to move closer to the centre and,
by chance she came across a plot for building 

on that was ideally sited and conveniently
close to her son Patrick’s school. Although
planning approval had already been granted,
Breda reapplied for permission to build  
the house she envisaged and then engaged  
a frm of architects to work with her. 

Although this is the frst house Breda has
built, as the director of a design consultancy
she’s no stranger to the world of property.
Having turned her previous home from
mock-Tudor to New England style, she
believes it’s easier to start from scratch than
to restyle. ‘It’s more straightforward to create
your own home and very rewarding,’ she says. 

The house clearly refects the importance
of family and friends to Breda. In their last 

place, Patrick’s playroom was in the attic. ‘He 
was too far away from the centre of our home,’
says Breda. ‘Now he has a room downstairs.’ 

Even though Patrick has his own
territory, the kitchen/living room is the focus
of everyday life. A huge open-plan space
zoned for cooking, relaxing and working,  
it manages to be both chic and welcoming.
The darker recesses common to some very
large rooms have been eliminated by the
clever insertion of skylights over the food
preparation area and Breda’s desk. 

It’s also the perfect space for entertaining
– the kitchen, with its extra-wide professional 
hob, is more than equal to the task of cooking
for a crowd. The sofa seats eight and during 

d e s i g n  a d v i c e  ‘Be prepared to pay for quality. You’ll get a two-
or three-fold return on your investment and add value to your home’

Discover more new-builds at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes
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summer, when we often have larger gatherings, 
the large glazed doors open onto the terrace
creating more space to circulate. 

Breda’s design, planning and
organisational skills have been put to good
use in her home, but a well-stocked little
black book and tried-and-tested list of
tradesmen is her real advantage. ‘I use the
same team all the time,’ says Breda ‘and know
where to source the best-quality products I
need at the right price.’ If she can’t fnd 

exactly what she wants, she has it custom-
made. The kitchen units, wardrobes and even
the staircase have all been produced to Breda’s 
design, but perhaps the most intriguing of  
her commissions is a piece of furniture in the
sitting room that looks like a drinks cabinet 
but is actually a log cabinet. ‘I wanted a neat
storage solution,’ says Breda, ‘and this unit, 
inspired by Philippe Starck, provides it.’ 

The garden is one area where expert help
was not forthcoming. ‘I ran out of money at 

the end of the project,’ recalls Breda, ‘so I
designed the garden myself. It’s taken three
years to come into its own but I learned to  
be patient.’ Like the interior of Breda’s home,
the outdoor space bears the hallmarks of a
designer’s touch. It has built-in storage for
practicality, colour accents for contrast with
the foliage and, with areas for eating, relaxing
and socialising, it’s designed around family
and friends. ‘Both the house and the garden
are just what I wanted,’ concludes Breda.

l a y o u t  a d v i c e  ‘If you have a small family, try to keep the living  
areas close together so that your home has a sense of unity’

S I T T I N G  R O O M 
Breda’s love of South Africa infuenced
the warm, earthy colour scheme.
Walls painted in Porcino luxury  
matt, £34.66, by colortrend from
designerpaint. Glass candlesticks like
those Breda collects can be found at
William Yeoward. comparable french-
style armchairs start from £545 at Maison
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for stockist detail s go to page 147

1  M A S T E R  B E D R O O M 
A foating wall behind the bed conceals a
vanity area and a whole wall of wardrobes.
rococo mirror wallpaper, £78 per roll, Persian
Wallpapers collection, Zofany. Brandy faux-fur
throw, from £240, Helen Moore, is a match

2  M A S T E R  B AT H R O O M
With a walk-in shower, freestanding bath 
and vanity unit, this space is a real treat.
the clearwater orient bath with wooden plinth,
£849, classical Baths, is an alternative. for a
similar mosaic try travertine Noce White
Mosaic, £96.64sq m, topps tiles 

3  P AT R I C K ’ S  B E D R O O M
This scheme has a smart transatlantic vibe.
lexington Big star No 1 sham cushion cover, 
£55; arts & crafts sham cushion cover, £39, 
both New england lifestyle

1

2

3
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c o a s t a l  c h a l e t  |  2 5 bh

a shore thing

A classic New England look was the ideal choice for
Rosalind and Mark Benstead’s beautiful beachfront home

FEATURE ALICE WESTGATE  |  PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL RYAN-GOFF

T H E  P R O P E R T Y  Timber-
framed chalet, built in 1937
L O C AT I O N  Cornwall
R O O M S  Sitting room, kitchen,
utility room, sunroom, three
bedrooms (one en suite), two
bathrooms, one-bedroom annexe
P U R C H A S E D  2010
P R E V I O U S  P R O P E R T Y 
‘We owned a chalet nearby 
but moved here because of its
incredible views,’ says Rosalind.

h o m e  t r u t h s

I N S P I R I N G

S U N R O O M
The couple created this dining area  
by enclosing the existing veranda. 

Table and bench set, £1,200, Garden Trading. The 
Conran Shop sells white  bistro chairs, £78 each 
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S I T T I N G  R O O M
Rosalind and Mark often

entertain large groups of people
so plenty of seating was a must.
Karlstad sofas in Blekinge White,

£275 each, Ikea. Lighthouse Stripe
piped cushions in Denim,  from £25

each, Runaway Coast. The Grey
Fayence side table, £295, Charles 

Grace, is similar to this console 

d e s i g n  t i p  ‘If you need to  
replace rotten timbers, search salvage yards  
for reclaimed wood because it will add far  

more character than new planks’

Enjoy more coastal properties at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes

0123456789

30 |  2 5 b h j u Ly 20 14

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



c o a s t a l  c h a l e t  |  2 5 b h

W
henever Rosalind and Mark
Benstead arrive home, all 
their stresses and strains simply
melt away. ‘We unwind as  

soon as we catch sight of the nearby lighthouse,’
says Rosalind. ‘This really is a magical spot.’

The landmark to which Rosalind refers was 
the inspiration for Virginia Woolf ’s famous novel
To The Lighthouse, and the couple’s timber-framed
house enjoys a 180-degree view of the sea. ‘As 
you sit in the sunroom, which spans the entire 
front elevation of the house, you can see a huge
sweep of coastline that stretches from Godrevy 
to St Ives, with nothing but surf and golden  
sand for miles in between,’ explains Rosalind. 

Having holidayed in Cornwall for many 
years with their three children – Jemima, 22, 
Sam, 20, and Matt, 18 – Rosalind and Mark
decided to buy a house in a pretty coastal village 
in 2006. But then, four years later, they spotted 
a nearby chalet for sale, which was slightly nearer 
the water. ‘It was the frst time the property had
come onto the market since the 1930s,’ says
Rosalind. ‘We just couldn’t resist the panorama.’ 

The wooden chalets, which the area is
renowned for, nestle in felds just inland of  

the dunes and were built in the 1920s and 30s  
as seaside escapes for city workers. But, after
decades of being battered by coastal winds and 
salt spray, many are in need of tender loving care.
Fortunately, the Bensteads’ chalet was in good
shape externally, needing only new windows and 
a fresh coat of paint. The interior required a more
drastic facelift, as well as rewiring and a central
heating system. ‘There were old brown wall panels
and dated patterned carpets in the main sitting
room, and one of the bathrooms had an orange
suite and no running water,’ recalls Rosalind. 

To restore the building to its former glory,
Rosalind and Mark enlisted the help of Towans
Timberframe, a company run by Rob and Ulrika
Wright, who are passionate about renovating and
rebuilding these iconic structures in a style that’s
faithful to the originals. ‘They had already made 
a beautiful job of several other chalets on the site,’
says Rosalind. ‘We also wanted to keep the project
as local as possible and the Wrights lived just  
a few houses away from us, which was handy.’ 

The plan was to keep the footprint of the chalet
the same, with the interior layout altered slightly. 
‘A small downstairs study became a utility room,
which is essential for drying wetsuits and stowing 

K I T C H E N
Traditional painted timber cabinetry
suits the style of the property.
Kitchen design and all building and
renovation work by Towans Timberframe.
Cabinetry painted in Blackened estate
eggshell, £51 for 2.5 litres; Pale Powder
foor paint, £56 for 2.5 litres, is similar;
both Farrow & Ball. Cornishware,  
from £10 for a mug, TG Green
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2 5 b h  |  c o a s t a l  c h a l e t

picnic hampers,’ says Rosalind. Upstairs, a twin
bedroom became a master en suite.

For authenticity, Rob and Ulrika designed  
a handmade wooden kitchen, laid foorboards 
and lined every room with tongue-and-groove
panelling. Wherever possible, they used existing
timber to maintain the building’s integrity, and
when additional wood was introduced, it came
from reclamation and salvage yards.

The renovation work took six months to
complete, by which time Rosalind was ready  
to decorate throughout in the fresh, light-flled
style of a New England beach house. Walls, foors
and panelling are painted in a selection of cool
coastal colours, while blue and white stripes are  
a recurring feature on soft furnishings, bedlinen 
and traditional Cornish crockery. ‘We wanted  
the colour scheme to harmonise with the seascape
outside, so blues, greys and greens were obvious
choices,’ explains Rosalind. The couple’s collection
of nautical-themed local artwork – including
prints, oil paintings, photographs and ceramics  
– decorate the whitewashed walls.

With the chalet now back to its best, Rosalind
and Mark are thrilled with how everything has
turned out – and are even happier to be nearer  
the sea. ‘We all love living here,’ says Rosalind, ‘The
children are all keen surfers – Matt, even teaches
the sport locally – and I never tire of the views.’  

d e c o r a t i n g  t i p  ‘Paint
wooden foors in pale shades to  

keep light levels high and create a
quintessential seaside atmosphere’

M A S T E R  E n  S u i T E  
Wooden elements add warmth.
tivoli cast-iron bath on wooden 

sleepers, £1,561, aston Matthews. 
alslev fat-woven rug, £15, ikea, 
would complement this scheme 

M A S T E R  B E D R O O M 
The famous lighthouse can

be seen in  the distance.
Helston king-size bedstead in
white, from £599, John lewis,

is a match. lighthouse stripe
duvet cover in sky, from £90, 

runaway coast. framed
artwork, £50, seakisses
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‘Don’t be afraid to include a fash  
of non-traditional seaside colours  
in a coastal look, like a bold bright  
such as a coral orange’ 

e x p e r t  e y e

Juliet thornback and delia Peel, Thornback & Peel

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e …

● ‘Coastal schemes should be relaxed and

informal, giving the impression of salty air and

sandy feet even if you live in the city. Avoid

obvious nautical motifs and instead use pattern

and colour to create a seaside feel. 

● Simple, unassuming fabrics such as linens 

and ticking are essential for coastal style. crisp, clean stripes are

synonymous with seaside interiors and can be mixed and matched

for a breezy summer style that looks appropriate all year round. 

● Consider a thin ticking stripe as a neutral and match with a

stripe of a diferent scale and density. Using patterns within the

same colour family is an easy way to mix and match, creating

interest whilst maintaining a relaxed, subtle look. 

● For a fresh take on nautical style, add a pop of red to blue schemes,

or consider a palette of greys for a more contemporary look.  

david collinge, managing director, ian mankinIf you live close to the sea, it’s important to combine practicality 

with aesthetics. Opt for sturdy wooden or stone foors that will 

cope with sand, while exterior decking is a good option – teak 

wears well with age. Choose furniture upholstered in durable 

materials. Consider washable slipcovers for sofas and chairs, 

while canvas, linen and hessian are resilient and suit a natural, 

coastal look. try simple window treatments, such as louvred 

shutters, which are practical and in tune with a casual, beachside 

look. remember that yellow, white and pops of orange or green, 

typical of a classic Florida beach house, are just as evocative of 

the coast as the classic blue, red and white found in New england 

or Cornwall. Update the look with one or two dramatic pieces such 

as a striking driftwood dining table, or opt for subtle inversions 

through striped ticking or sculptural, textured accessories.

● BrItISH INStItUte OF

INterIOr DeSIGN

020 7349 0800, biid.org.uk.

Professional organization for

interiors designers in the Uk.

You can fnd suppliers and

designers here.

● IAN MANKIN 020 7722

0997, ianmankin.co.uk.

a comprehensive source of

striped and checked linens  

and deckchair canvas.

● COASTAL STYLE: HOME

DECORATING IDEAS INSPIRED

BY SEASIDE LIVING £19.99,

ryland, peters & Small

You’ll fnd plenty of decorating

ideas and inspiring images here.

I
f rosalind and Mark Benstead’s Cornish beach house has

inspired you to opt for a casual coastal style, there are lots of

ways to tweak your scheme, whether you live by the sea or 

simply want introduce a feel of relaxed outdoor living to your home.

i n s i g h t

To inject your home with a little seaside chic, as the

Bensteads have done, consider these points frst
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coastal motifs are perennially

popular because of their

timeless appeal. Fresh blue and

white stripes, light-flled spaces,

natural textures and nautical

accessories are classically

coastal, but there are plenty 

of ways to add a current twist.

Try introducing smart navy 

and neutrals via a large-scale

geometric rug for a modern

take, and reference the sea with

porthole mirrors – a cluster of

black-framed round options

creates a sophisticated take 

on the look. Think outside the

box – papering a wall from foor

to ceiling in a vintage map print

is another way to introduce the

theme. Wallpapered (020 7222

4620, wallpapered.com) ofers

a good selection of retro and

modern designs. artworks such

as striking seascapes work well,

or try a witty take by displaying

a battered surfoard or scufed

oars. avoid over-indulging the

theme, though – a strong visual

reference here and there is all

that’s needed to evoke the idea.

A D D r e S S  B O O K

L A I D - B A C K  L I V I N G

C O N t e M p O r A r y  C O A S t A L

Decorating in
a coastal style
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FEATURE & PHOTOGRAPHY BarBara Egan/rEportagE

clearly special
an abundance of glass has turned andrea and michael

murray’s dark, dingy bungalow into a bright, modern space

2 5 bh  |  1 9 6 0 s  b u n g a l o w
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K i t c h e n
Removing the ceiling to expose the roof trusses

and adding clerestory lighting has had a huge
impact on the feel of space and light.

tespoke Linna kitchen in trafc White, robert
Mooney Furniture. Unsui Silestone worktop, price on
request, M roe and Sons. l’Eau bar stools, £160 each, 

Calligaris. Walls painted in Farrow & Ball Stony
ground estate emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres

T H E  P R O P E R T Y  a 1960s
bungalow with basement addition
L O c AT i O n  South Dublin
R O O M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, utility, study,
games/media room, fve bedrooms
(two en suite), family bathroom,
Separate study in garden
P U R c H A S E D  2011
P R E V i O U S  P R O P E R T Y
‘We moved into this place after
living in a tudor-style house  
in Berkshire,’ says andrea.

h o m e  t r u t h s

R E P L A n n E D
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f a v o u r i t e  i t e m s 
‘My artworks are special to me.
Each one is a memory of where

they were bought: Ireland where
we live now, England where we 

lived for years and Spain,  
where we love to visit’

A
ndrea and Michael Murray initially rented their house 
in South Dublin when they moved from the UK in
2008. ‘I hated the place on frst sight,’ recalls Andrea.
‘The layout in the sitting room was clunky and awkward, 

the kitchen was tiny, and there were small, poky windows throughout.
Also, the decor was completely diferent in each room and the carpets
ranged from deep blue to burgundy, so we had to redecorate from  
top to bottom before I could bring myself to move in.’

However, the house had a great location, surrounded by a green
belt with fabulous views all the way to Sugar Loaf Mountain in
County Wicklow, so when it came up for sale, it was a diferent
proposition altogether. ‘I disliked the layout of the house and it was
far too dark and gloomy, but I knew these were things that could be 

changed,’ says Andrea. The couple bought the house and set about
tailoring it to their own needs. ‘It was in the front of the house that I
really wanted to make changes,’ explains Andrea. ‘I longed to bring in
lots more light so that the whole place felt spacious and welcoming.’ 

Architect Jim Horan, who was recommended by a friend, devised
a plan to remove the south-facing front façade of the house and
replace it with a double-height glass wall. His design went to planning
permission stage and was approved but, ultimately, the costs involved
were too high. ‘The price was ridiculous,’ says Andrea, ‘so it was back
to the drawing board.’ Their revised scheme included the removal of
low ceilings in the kitchen-dining area and an open-plan arrangement
to give a feeling of space. Meanwhile a combination of glass walls and
clerestory lighting would introduce much more daylight into the 
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1&2  S i t t i n g  r o o m
‘i planned this room so that in summer it’s
open to the terrace, and in winter we can
close all the doors and have a cosy evening 
in front of the fre,’ says Andrea. 
Synopsis leather sofas, from £4,650, Roche
Bobois. Cushions, from £11 each, TKMaxx. 
Walls painted in Light Gray estate emulsion, 
£36 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 

3  D i n i n g  A r e A
the beautifully ornate table, bought in
thailand, is used for more formal meals.
Hans Wegner Wishbone chairs in walnut, 
£235 each from CA Design. Luxafex Facette
blinds, £45m, Window Fashions

1

2

3
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a f t e r

b a s e m e n t

f a m i ly  s p a c e
Separate living spaces (sitting room, dining
room and kitchen) were knocked through
to create a modern open-plan scheme,
complete with glass walls and doors to let
in light and allow easy access to the garden.

m a s t e r  b e d r o o m
The actual downstairs layout at the rear of the house
has largely remained unchanged. However, the garage
has been transformed into the master bedroom, the
adjoining boiler room is now the master en suite and
a bedroom was reassigned as Andrea’s study.

g o i n g  u n d e r g r o u n d
Andrea and Michael decided to
excavate the deep space below
the font of the property and
added a basement level, which 
is used as a games/media room. 

Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on facebook and twitter

interiors. ‘I really liked the idea of the exposed roof trusses, because
raising the ceiling would make a huge diference to the feeling of space,’ 
explains Andrea. ‘It also reminded me of our old Tudor-style house 
in Berkshire. We got the idea for the glass walls from interiors shows
and magazines, and I loved the concept of bringing the outside in.’ 

Andrea’s parents often spend winter abroad, so the family moved
into their house two miles away during the renovation. ‘It was so
important to be nearby, as there were important decisions to be made
everyday,’ says Andrea. ‘For example, it was only when the foors 
were taken up at the front of the property that the space underneath
them became apparent. Tests had to be done to ascertain if it was
possible to add a level below, as the house is partly built over solid 
rock. It was quite exciting when we got the go-ahead.’ The excavation 

provided sufcient space for a basement games/media room, 
which will come into play more as the couple’s children, Ellen, 
14, Lauren, 11, and Jamie, 9, get older and need their own space.

‘The most important area for me was always the kitchen,’  
says Andrea. ‘I’m a nutritionist so it’s my natural habitat.’ Her
inspiration came from a friend’s kitchen she’d seen while visiting
England. She took photos to show her architect and kitchen
designer, Robert Mooney. ‘I wanted it to be simple, contemporary,
light-flled and spacious,’ she explains. ‘The island is the main focal
point, which is great for cooking, eating and socialising. In summer,
the sliding doors leading to the garden and terraces are usually 
open, and we often dine outside. I may have had my reservations
about this house, I’m so glad we bought it now.’  

b e f o r e
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d e s i g n  t i p  ‘A freestanding
“headboard” wall with attractive wallpaper

set in front of wardrobes will keep your
bedroom looking clean and uncluttered’

m a s t e r  b e d r o o m
this used to be the garage, with a 
 bank of windows replacing the door.
Egerton wallpaper from Cole and Son, 
£70 per roll. Versailles engineered oak
fooring, £44.50sq m, Phloor

m a s t e r  e n  s u i t e
andrea thought a wet-room style scheme
would suite this long, narrow space.
Quartet Hudson Reed vanity unit, £959;
mirror, £490, both DPL Bathrooms

e l l e n ’ s  r o o m
twin beds are great for sleepovers.
Hastings bed frame, £575; Clifton chest
of drawers, £850, both Laura Ashley 
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c a l l  o f  t h e  w i l d

t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Contemporary new-build
l o c at i o n   Isle of Skye
r o o M S  Sitting room/kitchen-
diner, study, three bedrooms 
(one en suite), bathroom
b u i lt 2011
p r e V i o u S  p r o p e r t y
‘We also live in a 1930s house in
Strasbourg, France,’ says Hanne.

h o m e  t r u t h s

n e w  b u i l d

2 5 b h  |  i s l a n d  r e t r e a t
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A          
rugged landscape, sea views and 
a remote location – it’s not too
hard to understand why the    
thought of living on the Isle of 

Skye ticks a lot of boxes for many people
wanting an antidote to a busy city life. For
Hanne Stemann and Jimmy Lawson, the
dream of living on this beautiful island had
been quietly simmering for many years.
Jimmy was born and grew up here, so this  
is familiar territory for him and his two
daughters, while Hanne and her two sons
have been holidaying here since the couple
met more than 20 years ago. ‘Jimmy’s been
thinking about having a house on Skye since
he left the island when he was 18,’ says
Hanne. ‘And I love it here just as much.’

Jimmy and Danish-born Hanne
currently spend much of their time in 

Strasbourg, where they both work. But in
2008, once their children had left home, they
started looking for somewhere on Skye where
they could holiday and eventually retire to. 

‘We decided to build a home, as property
is so expensive on the island,’ explains
Hanne. ‘During one trip, Jimmy saw this
piece of land, and it had exactly the views that
we were looking for.’ The elevated plot is an
enviable spot looking out towards the
Western Isles to the north, Dunvegan Head
to the west, and the Cuillin Hills to the
south. Understandably, incorporating this
breathtaking scenery into the design of their
new home was at the heart of the couple’s
thinking. They also wanted to create the 
sort of  house that would blend into the 
countryside. Fortunately, they heard about 
architect, Mary Arnold-Forster of Dualchas 

0123456789012345678901234567890123456789
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After years of yearning to live on Skye, Hanne Stemann and Jimmy
Lawson fnally got the chance to build a striking coastal home

feature jANE CRITTENDEN  |  photoGraphy AlISTAIR NICHOllS

SITTING ROOM

‘We used lighting
around the chairs as we
Danes prefer low lamps
to bright ceiling lights,’ 

says Hanne.
le Klint 321 reading lamp, 

£469, Royal Design.
Similar tray cofee table, 

£180, Made in Design

012345678901234567890123456789

2 5 b h j u ly 20 14  |  41

93BEH14JUL141.pgs  07.05.2014  14:29    



DINING AREA

‘I’ve always loved these Poul Henningsen
lamps so I bought two of the special red

anniversary designs,’ says Hanne.
louis Poulsen PH50 pendant light by Poul 

Henningsen, £580 each, Nest. Alessi
Mediterraneo steel fruit bowl, £56, Red Candy

0123456789
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i s l a n d  r e t r e a t  |  2 5 b h

Architects, who they felt would be able to
satisfy all these goals. ‘Mary’s houses are
contemporary, though the colours, materials
and proportions of the buildings she creates
also reference the past,’ says Hanne. 

The couple thought that this approach
would be ideal for them, so Mary produced
plans for a single-storey timber-clad house 
in the shape of two ‘sheds’ with 180-degree
views from the foor-to-ceiling windows at 

the back and side. ‘The building looks a bit
like two old long houses set together, but in
fact it’s one structure,’ Hanne explains. ‘It’s 
a very clever design as our home doesn’t
impose on the landscape at all.’ 

When the property was fnished in
September 2011, Hanne got straight to work
on the decorating. Her infuence was the
location of their new home. ‘We knew we
didn’t want the inside to take the focus away 

from the lovely views, so we kept it simple,’
she explains. The pair opted for clean white
walls, wooden foors and neutrals, with
texture playing a big part. The style draws
parallels with Hanne’s origins and is
enhanced by her vintage Scandinavian
furniture, such as the original Hans J
Wegner sofas and Arne Jacobsen chairs. 

Although Hanne’s heritage underscores
the design in the house, Jimmy’s roots haven’t 

0123456789
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KITCHEN
The gloss-white kitchen units brought
over from Denmark and Silestone
worktops refect the light but don’t
dominate the open-plan room. 
louis Poulsen Toldbod 120 grey thunder
pendant lights, £205 each, Nest. Eva 
Solo bread bin, £111, Royal Design. Arne
Jacobsen Bankers wall clock, £176, Heal’s

0123456789

d e s i g n  t i p  ‘Make sure you see
your kitchen before you go ahead and
buy it. I liked one I saw in a brochure 
but it was quite diferent in the shop’
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Master bedrooM
‘I wanted to have pattern and

texture in here rather than
colour,’ says Hanne.

soften rug, £20, ikea. skagerak
cutter bench in teak, £499, Nest. 
try eBay for similar Niels Møller 

teak dining chairs

Master 
eN sUIte
‘I used black tiles 
in the shower to
break up the grey,’
says Hanne.
topps tiles sells
Qrock black tiles, 
£21.94sq m 

GUest
bedrooM
Bright accessories
add contrast to the
white background.
the Vitra coat rack,
from £198, Heal’s,  
is a close match

bathrooM
A neutral colour

palette and simple
fttings give a

sophisticated look.
find a similar

chrome mirror stand, 
£30, John lewis   

been forgotten. ‘We covered the sofas in
harris tweed fabric,’ says hanne. ‘the
scottish wool brings a warmth to the main
sitting room, as do the traditional tweed
throws and cushions, creating a much-needed
cosy mood for the short, dark winter days.’
this timeless style has endless appeal that
will serve the couple well when they
eventually move here permanently. 

‘We can’t wait to live here all the time,’
says hanne. ‘We never tire of the scenery
here – the windows are like one big picture
that we just can’t stop looking at.’

2 5 b h  |  i s l a n d  r e t r e a t
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f a v o u r i t e  s h o p  ‘I love Interiør in denmark because the owner gives great
advice. he can get hold of almost anything and delivers to skye for a good price, too’
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Anna Zachrisson chose nature-inspired prints and furnishings in fresh,
nautical shades to decorate her family’s historic holiday home 

FEATURE RUBY ROGERS/ADESIGNFEATURES
PHOTOGRAPHY ANNE NYBLAEUS/ADESIGNFEATURES

island 
dream

2 5 b h  |  s w e d i s h  p e r i o d  v i l l a f i n n i s h  f a r m  |  2 5 b h
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T
he stockholm archipelago  
is one of nature’s wonders.
made up of 30,000 tiny
islands and islets, it’s not 

surprising the picturesque area has
inspired so many artists and musicians
over the years. and, with its close
proximity to stockholm, it has become
the destination of choice for city dwellers
looking to invest in a holiday home.

anna Zachrisson and her husband
Carl-Fredrik are a case in point. They 
work and live in the capital but having
three young children – Filip, 9, amelie, 7,
William, 4 – they wanted a bolthole for
the weekends and summers. This 1860s
house, just a 35-minute drive from the
capital, seemed ideal. ‘We immediately 

loved its rich history and all its original
architectural features,’ says anna. 

The couple didn’t do too much to 
the house until a few years ago, when 
they decided to add an extension, which
houses a downstairs sitting room and  
a spacious master bedroom upstairs.
anna and Carl-Fredrik were also keen 
to redecorate, sourcing old materials 
and authentic furniture and wallpaper 
in keeping with the property’s heritage.

as a designer, running an interiors
business called duett interior, anna  
was brimming with ideas from the outset.
‘For both the dining and sitting room  
i used foral wallpapers because the style
complements the period of the house,’
explains anna. ‘i also really like the cosy 

1  &  2  kiTChen 
The couple kept the original stove in

here for added charm and authenticity,
while fatwoven rugs and the use of subtle

colour prevent the simple, all-white
cabinetry from looking stark.

For a similar look try the Kuta kitchen, from
£5,032, Magnet. Elm Solid Fuel stove, £595,

Happy Stoves. Blue Italian covered vegetable
dish, £126, Spode. Marimekko Unikko blue

tray, £27 each, Royal Design. Mini Metro 
Satin White tiles, 77p each, Topps Tiles. 

Kattrup fatwoven rug, £80, Ikea 

3  Family room
A bold, geometric pattern and stripes

create an eye-catching scheme. 
Saint-Malo garden bench seat, £129,

Maisons. Du Monde and Chelsea Stripe
wallpaper by Cole & Son, £65 per roll, 

Designer Wallpapers, are similar

1 2

3

T H E  P R O P E R T Y 

Detached house built in the 1860s
L O c AT i O n  Stockholm
Archipelago, Sweden
R O O M S  Sitting room, dining
room, kitchen, family room, three
bedrooms, two bathrooms
P U R c H A S E d  2008
P R E V i O U S  P R O P E R T Y  
‘We live in Stockholm, this is our
summer home,’ says Anna.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S P i R i n G
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dining room
This striking wallpaper is an old Swedish design

that has been reprinted. Simple, rustic
furnishings stop it from being overpowering.

Rag rugs, £24.95 each, Paperhigh, are similar.
Harrogate dining chairs, £195 each, Neptune, have
this look. Fern White Gloss extending dining table, 
£399, Danetti; Mode Elinor wallpaper in Carmine,
£19.99 per roll, Homebase, would suit this space

Fo R s to C k i s t D E ta il s g o to pag e 147
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English-cottage feel that foral designs
create. Likewise, in the kitchen,  
i wanted to create a relaxed country-style,
while the white metro tiles, pale-soaped
foorboards and Carrara marble worktops
are all typical of this type of property.’

The bright kitchen boasts an original
freplace, adding to its homely, atmosphere,
as does the family room, which features
striped rather than fowery wallpaper.
‘The family space sits between the dining
and sitting rooms, so i wanted to break it
up a bit,’ explains Anna. ‘it also makes  
it feel a little bit calmer, which is exactly
what i’d envisaged for this part of the
house – somewhere to relax.’

Upstairs, the decor remains true 
to the property’s roots, with original 

foorboards painted pale grey, and elegant
toile wallpaper used in all the bedrooms.
The couple opted for a crisp blue-and-
white theme in each of these rooms,
complementing the archipelago setting,
while the ceilings and exposed beams
were painted white for a fresh feel and  
to maximise light and the sense of space. 

Several pieces of furniture throughout
the house were designed by Anna, and
other interesting items were picked up
overseas or at local auction houses.  
‘How i decorate depends a lot on the
property, so this house looks far more
traditional and rustic than our home in
Stockholm,’ refects Anna. ‘The whole
family loves spending time here, so we 
must have done something right!’  

1  fiLip’S bEdroom
Pale decor and simple accessories

create a playful yet stylish look. 
scouts Journal novelty wallpaper by Ralph 

lauren, £122 per roll, tangletree interiors 

2 & 3  AmELiE & 
wiLLiAm’S bEdroom
This palette suits both genders.
Dunelm’s Faux silk Roman blind in 

Duck Egg, £16.99, is comparable

4  mASTEr bEdroom  
Calming blue-and-white schemes are

popular in the Swedish archipelago.
Ballon de Gonesse wallpaper, £35.20 per roll,

turnell & Gigon. try the sanskrit-striped
cotton dhurrie rug, £285, oka, for similar 1 2

3

4design tip 
‘Take your cue from 

the style and the
surrounding environment
of your house and base the

decor on that. And don’t
rush, wait and feel the

“soul” of a place and then
decorate slowly – it takes

time to achieve a good
result’ 
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t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Apartment on the third foor  
of a Grade II listed converted
spice warehouse
L o c at i o n  East London 
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room/
breakfast area/kitchen-diner/
study/snug, one en-suite bedroom
p U r c h a S e D   2001
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y     
‘I used to live in a fat in nearby
Limehouse,’ says Madeleine. 

h o m e  t r u t h s

U n i q U e

FeatUre MAGGIE COLvIn  |  photoGraphy ROBERT SAnDERSOn

An apartment in a converted warehouse on the River Thames,
became an exotic, colourful city pad for Madeleine Dupont

S p i c e  o F  L i F e

B r e a k f a s t 
a r e a

this vibrant setting 
 is perfect for 

morning meals.
Atelir chairs, £340;

Atelier glass-fronted
modular unit, price on

application, both Grange
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k i t c h e n
colourful cabinetry lights add

drama and interest.
Songshi turquoise vase, £69, 
Oka. Wine cabinet, £1,329,

Miele, is comparable

w a r e h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t  |  2 5 bh

s i t t i n g  a r e a
Madeleine has flled this area with treasures 

picked up on  her travels.
For a similar deer’s head artwork, £53, try Fleur de Lee 

01234567890123456789
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d i n i n g  a r e a 
Vintage and industrial-style pieces sit  
together in this pretty turquoise scheme.
The Fleure sofa by Stuart Scott, £3,995, Luxdeco. Provençal 
Louis XIV three-drawer chest of drawers, £2,950, Grange

s T u d y
glossy contemporary 
fttings contrast with

the rugged bare 
brick-efect walls. 

USM Haller modular
storage, from 

£3,000, Aram

01234567890123456789
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design tip ‘Lighting is vital in a warehouse apartment with low ceilings and small
windows. I have invested in lots of diferent types – from LED strips to foor spots’  

b e d r o o m
The neutral scheme is enhanced

by a variety of interesting textures.
Cotton and linen bedspread, £129;

cushion covers, £30 each,
all Zara Home

b aT h r o o m
Psychedelic lights produce an 

ever-changing colourful efect. 
For similar brick mosaic tiles try the 

Mosiac Tile Shop, £354sq m   

Although her main family
home is in France, and she
works as a buyer for a French
furniture company, Madeleine
Dupont has always needed  
a London base. ‘My frst 

business was in Wapping,’ she says, ‘and
about 10 years ago I realised I missed being
by the river, and became obsessed with the
idea of living by water again.’

A chance visit to a costume museum
brought her to this part of the Thames. ‘The
area instantly fascinated me,’ she remembers,
‘and I was especially drawn to the apartment
for sale in the old spice warehouse.’

 Soon after, Madeleine secured the
property and has since then been able to
enjoy its wonderful views of the river and 
the city beyond. ‘I get a rush just looking 
out of the window,’ she says.

The apartment had been modernised in
the 1980s and divided into four dark rooms.
‘Because the exterior is listed, I couldn’t put 

in extra windows, but I was allowed to take
down internal walls,’ explains Madeleine.
‘This meant that I could create one huge
living space. I kept the bedroom suite
separate, and because there’s just one small
window in the bathroom, I installed some
fun lighting efects. In the bathroom the
colour literally changes every fve seconds.’

Having replaced the orange pine foors
with light oak ones, Madeleine discovered
some decorators from Pinewood Studios 
to make the plaster walls look like painted
brickwork. ‘The brick efect seemed in
keeping with the industrial character of 
the old warehouse,’ she says.

Madeleine, who was brought up in the
south of France, has always loved bright
colours. ‘I don’t mind having a few pieces of
traditional furniture mixed with contemporary
pieces as long as they’re stained, lacquered or
painted in a bright vibrant colours,’ she says.

A sofa, covered in rich turquoise velvet,
sets the tone in the dining area as well as 

providing a contrast with the orange  
and black breakfast area overlooking  
the water. In the kitchen, equally dramatic
grey cabinetry is illuminated by bright 
yellow lighting. ‘This is not a home for 
lovers of taupe or neutral schemes,’ smiles
Madeleine. ‘I fnd colour invigorating 
and exciting. It has a life all of its own 
and flls these rooms with a sunny feel 
even on a grey winter’s day.’ 

Similarly, even on the dullest day, the
river holds a special magic. ‘When I have 
lots of work to do, I often have to block out
the view to stop me wasting time gazing 
out of the window,’ admits Madeleine.
‘Watching life go on is so entertaining.’

The skyline is also inspiring, especially 
at night. She points out the newest additions
to the horizon which include the Gherkin
and the Shard. ‘Sometimes when there are
helicopters fying above, I feel as though I’m
on the flm set of a James Bond movie. It’s
just such fun living here,’ says Madeleine.

w a r e h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t  |  2 5 b h

Fo r S To C k I S T d e TA IL S g o to pag e 147 

01234567890123456789

2 5 b h j U Ly 20 14  |  53

93BEH14JUL147.pgs  07.05.2014  14:31    



FEATURE ALICE WESTGATE  |  PHOTOGRAPHY MARK LUSCOMBE-WHYTE

A fAmily 

legAcy

T H E  P R O P E R T Y  
Modernist house built in the 1970s
L O c AT i O n  
Lake Egirdir, southern Turkey
R O O M S  Sitting/dining area,
kitchen, six bedrooms,  
three bathrooms
P U R c H A S E D 2009
P R E V i O U S  P R O P E R T Y
‘We also have a base in Istanbul,’
says Aysegul.

h o m e  t r u t h s

D i S T i n c T i V E

0123456789
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Aysegul and Cem
Yurekli Sengor

updated a distinctive 
Modernist house in

Turkey, paying homage
to its clean lines and

geometric style

c O U r t Ya r D
a shady terrace is
accessed via wooden
doors from the main
living space.
The Alexander Rose
Roble Swing Seat
Hammock, £1,255,
White Stores, is similar
to the one shown here
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l i v i n g  a r e a
a large pendant light adds interest.

Moooi Non Random light, £465,  
Occa-Home

s ta i r c a s e
glass and timber blend seamlessly.

Flexform Happy chaise longue by Antonio 
Citterio, from £5,857, Aram Store

U p p e r  t e r r a c e
a natural-reed screen creates privacy.

The Cyclades sofa in charcoal grey, £1,299,
Maisons du Monde, would suit this space

t u r k i s h  r e t r e a t  |  2 5 bh
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I
n the early 1970s, when this imposing white house frst
appeared on a hillside above Lake Egirdir in southern Turkey,
its block walls and geometric construction were highly unusual.
‘Modernist architecture was unheard of in this region at the 

time,’ says Aysegul Yurekli Sengor, whose father built the house. ‘It
was – and still is – a real landmark.’ Aysegul’s father, was keen for his
children to have roots in this area even though the family spent much
of their time in Istanbul. ‘He worked with an architect friend and
devised the house specifcally for the landscape,’ says Aysegul. ‘He
took everything into account – from the wind direction and incline of
the land, to the position of the sunrise and the full moon – and came
up with a building that is impeccably engineered.’

The end result was a home that could accommodate big groups 
of friends and family. And that was how the house was used for many
years, until Aysegul’s father passed away in 1994 and the house was
passed on to his children. ‘My wife Cem and I have always loved it
here, so we ofered to buy out the rest of the family,’ explains Aysegul.

The next step was to renovate the dated interior without marring
the original design. ‘Our aim was to keep things simple. We decided
that whatever changes we made would have to last,’ says Aysegul.

So they stripped the building back to its bare bones in order to
update the wiring and plumbing, then reinstated its six-bedroom 

layout. ‘We replaced all the fxtures and fttings, this time using
superior and modern materials,’ explains Aysegul. Plenty of bare
wood and stone remain, though, and they add rich textural interest,
especially in the vast living area. This cavernous space is warmed by
one of several open fres, in addition to central heating. ‘The altitude
here means that winters are pretty cold,’ says Aysegul. ‘Even during
the summer, it can still get quite chilly in the evenings.’ 

The couple sourced a range of modern and mid-century furniture
to fll the revamped interior. ‘We chose lots of natural materials, and
were drawn to pieces we felt had the same qualities as the house –
timeless and stylish,’ explains Aysegul. Similar care was lavished on
the outdoor space. There is a tennis court, a large pool with a tented
canopy, generous terraces surrounding the house on two levels, and a
boat on the lake for water-skiing. All are hugely popular with Aysegul
and Cem’s children, Ayse, 18, and 10-year-old Ali. ‘We all spend a
great deal of time outside,’ says Aysegul. ‘The upper terrace is built
around an enormous linden tree that grows up through a hole in the
middle and smells absolutely divine in spring.’

Perhaps the most important time of year, though, is the summer,
when friends and family return to the house for a month of total
relaxation. ‘This is just what my father would have wanted,’ refects
Aysegul, ‘and it keeps the spirit of the house very much alive.’  

2 5 b h  |  n e t h e r l a n d s  u p d a t e2 5 b h  |  t u r k i s h  r e t r e a t

s I T T I N G  A R E A
Furniture and accessories made from natural materials in neutral shades

complement the rich timber and create a warm, understated elegance. 
Tambao daybed by Pierantonio Bonacina, price on application, Chart Interiors
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INSPIRATION ‘Our guiding principal for the house was to make sure we retained its
architectural integrity. We also kept it unpretentious because, above all, it had to be comfortable’

D I N I N G  A R E A
The dining zone is well defned by the
wooden table and bold pendant lights.

Custom-made Elements linen rug, 
£3,300, Stepevi, 020 7376 7574, 

stepevi.com

K I T C H E N
Fevzi, the cook, prepares dinner in the kitchen,

which includes a separate dining table and
freplace, plus a marble-topped island unit.

Kitchen, price on application, Lineadecor

M A s T E R  B E D R O O M
The fabulous lake view can be

enjoyed just as easily from 
the bed as it can be from the

inviting window seat.
Intervallum dormeuse (shown
left) from Apta Collection by
Antonio Citterio for Maxalto 

B&B Italia, from £2,600, 
Campbell Watson

0123456789
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Sitting room
A mix of soft furnishings in vibrant colours and
eye-catching patterns lends a characterful look.
For a range of bright, bold cushion covers, from £48, 
try Imogen Heath. The Alwinton sofa, from £1,188 
for a two-seater, Sofas & Stuf, is comparable

dining area
A wide-arched entrance frames this elegant,

welcoming room, adding a wonderful sense of drama. 
Walls painted in Vert de Terre estate emulsion, £36 

for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Orsjo Kvist six-arm  
pendant light, £1,730, Utility

 True romance
Captivated by its stunning 1920s architecture, 

Ulrika Virgin turned her humble fat into a chic family home

Feature RUBY ROGERS/A DESIGN FEATURES  |  photoGraphy ANNE NYBLAEUS/A DESIGN FEATURES
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t h e  p r o p e r t y  

Four-storey apartment block 
built in the 1920s
L o c at i o n  
Östermalm, Stockholm
r o o M s  Sitting room,  
dining room, kitchen, study,
cloakroom, two bedrooms,
bathroom
p u r c h a s e d  2012
p r e V i o u s  p r o p e r t y 
‘We moved here from a smaller
two-room apartment in the 
same area,’ says Ulrika.

h o m e  t r u t h s

d i s t i n c t i V e

0123456789

93BEH14JUL150.pgs  06.05.2014  18:44    



The one thing most of us crave when it comes to our
homes is more space. Often, a growing brood triggers  
a move, but only the brave take on a challenging
renovation project with a baby in tow. Ulrika and Claes 

Virgin are two such people, although the pair are quick to point out
that they were no strangers to renovating projects, plus they had a
little help along the way. ‘We refurbished our previous two-room
apartment and built our own summerhouse in the Stockholm
archipelago,’ explains Ulrika. ‘Also, Claes works in property
development and my sister runs an interior-design studio.’

With the arrival of their frst son, Hugo, now three years old, the
couple decided to trade in both properties for a period apartment ripe
for renovation in the fashionable Östermalm district of Stockholm. 
‘The minute we stepped over the threshold we fell for this place,’
recalls Ulrika. ‘It had the extra space we needed, and we loved all 
the original details – from the windows to the door handles.’ 

While work was underway on the new property, the family were
able to stay in their old apartment, moving in fve months later. ‘One
thing I learnt, is to do the kitchen before you settle in,’ advises Ulrika.
‘We had fve weeks without one, which was tough.’ However, once the
project fnally focused on reconfguring that part of the property, the
couple’s designer opened up the space between the dining room and
the existing kitchen, allowing for a bright, spacious room better suited 

to the family’s needs. Ulrika then painted the kitchen cabinets 
the same colour as the woodwork throughout the rest of the
apartment to create a unifed look. She also replaced the vinyl 
fooring that ran through the kitchen and hallway to match the
original parquet foor in the sitting room, creating a cohesive 
aesthetic and adding warmth and character.

In the master bedroom, Ulrika took her cue from boutique 
hotels, opting for neutral decor enlivened by eclectic accessories, such
as utilitarian-style wall lamps and an oversized gilt antique mirror. ‘I
enjoy mixing classic and modern pieces – like the contrast,’ she says.

The family’s sitting room is a masterclass in layering texture,
pattern and colour in a harmonious way. Mismatched furniture
strewn with vibrant scatter cushions partner a zebra-print footstool, 
a wing chair upholstered in elephant-print fabric and a bold lattice-
patterned rug to great efect. All this is played out against a soothing
pale grey backdrop, which provides the perfect contrast to the vivid,
lively fabrics. The dining room has a more grown-up feel. Traditional
Gustavian-style chairs and an oval dining table dressed with a pretty
blue-and-white tablecloth are ofset by a striking, industrial-style
ceiling light and sophisticated pale green walls. 

With two more additions to the family, Ebba, 2, and baby Harald,
Ulrika and Claes count themselves lucky to have a home that is not
only super stylish –but large enough for their brood to grow up in.  

d e s i g n  t i p  ‘When it comes to renovating, always choose your builders by
recommendation. Trusted reliable tradespeople are worth their weight in gold’
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SITTInG rOOM
This scheme displays Ulrika’s colourful,
treasured fnds from around the world.
charles armchair, £900, John lewis, upholstered 
in textile elefant cotton fabric, £65.34m, svenskt 
tenn. the Jerada cotton dhurrie rug, £1,695, oka, 
is similar to the one shown
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DInInG rOOM

Industrial-style seating
and lighting is softened
by pretty botanical
wallpaper and parquet
wooden fooring.
the titan type 1 pendant
light in black by original
Btc, £210, Holloways of
ludlow, is similar. tolix
‘a’ chairs in silver, £199
each, John lewis 

KITCHEn

Ulrika painted all the
cabinets a pale grey to

create a harmonious feel
throughout the apartment.
Pavilion Gray estate eggshell,

£51 for 2.5 litres, farrow & Ball,
is a close match

MASTEr BEDrOOM

A muted palette of light blue and
pale neutrals creates a feminine feel.
N°304 small wall lights by lampe Gras

in black, £254 each, Holloways of ludlow. 
rox & fix linen cushion, £98, svenskt

tenn, would work well here

BATHrOOM

A contemporary double basin in white strikes a pleasing 
contrast to the dark slate tiles that clad the walls and foor.

to create this look try Grey Green slate strips, from £30.65sq m, 
stone tile sales, and the duravit Vero washbasin, £438, cP Hart
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t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Self-built detached 
L o c at i o n  
County Wexford, Ireland
r o o M S  Hall, open-plan
kitchen/dining/living room,
three bedrooms (all en suite)
p U r c h a S e D  
The house was built in 2002
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y
‘I used to live in an old
farmhouse,’ says Ingrid.

h o m e  t r u t h s

D i S t i n c t i V e
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2 5 b h j u ly 20 14  |  63

Inspired by spectacular views of the Wexford coast, Ingrid
Lauterbach built a new home from scratch, placing the living
quarters at the top of the house for maximum enjoyment 

FeatUre Penny CraWford-CollInS  |  photoGraphy PHIlIP lauTerbaCH

upstairs
D o w n S ta i r S
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N
ot many people move house for
a better view, but that’s exactly
what Ingrid Lauterbach did
when she grew tired of living  

in a chilly coastal farmhouse, which had dark,
north-facing rooms and windows that failed
to make the most of the superb outlook.
‘Ultimately, I wanted a change and to enjoy
the stunning landscape,’ explains Ingrid. 
‘So, I decided to build my own house from
scratch, with a layout to suit my needs.’

Having lived in the same part of Wexford
since 1983, Ingrid loved the area and had
built up a network of close friends that she
was loathe to lose. ‘Luckily, I managed to sell 

the farmhouse while keeping some of the
land,’ she explains. ‘I went around on  
my horse to choose exactly the right spot.’ 

Ingrid’s next step was to come up with 
an innovative design that would take full
advantage of the magnifcent sea views.
Unusually, Ingrid decided to place the living
zones upstairs and the sleeping quarters
downstairs. ‘It took a while to convince my
architect, but he eventually came round to 
my way of thinking!’ she laughs.

The whole build took nine months to
complete, during which Ingrid remained  
in the nearby farmhouse. ‘It meant that I
could easily project manage the build myself,’ 

she recalls. ‘Plus, I was always on hand to 
put my own unique stamp on things. For
instance, I wanted the exterior of the
property to look like a beach house.’ 

Inside, the new-build meets Ingrid’s
unique requirements in terms of layout, with
three sizable bedrooms, all with en-suites,
positioned on the lower foor. Upstairs, an
open-plan kitchen-diner and sitting area is
the hub of the home, with capacious windows
maximising the breathtaking vista. 

When it came to decorating, Ingrid
opted for a cohesive look with a simple,
neutral colour palette and timber fooring 
laid throughout. A woodburning stove acts  

S i t t i n g  a r e a
this bright open-plan space has large windows

that food the whole room with natural light.
the Herringbone grey throw, £85, Bronte by Moon

is a good match. sanela grey cushion covers, £8
each, ikea. antique Nest tables, £475 for three, 

antiques atlas, are similar in style

0123456789
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K i t c h e n
‘to save money, i put two high
kitchen trolleys together in the
middle of the room to make  
a central island,’ says ingrid.
förhöja kitchen trollies, £80 each,
ikea. Bespoke kitchen cabinetry
painted in eating room red
estate eggshell, £51 for  
2.5 litres, farrow & Ball

design tip ‘If you’re going for an open-plan layout, make
sure you have plenty of storage. I included a walk-in larder 

in the kitchen, which the fridge-freezer fts into’
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as the main focal point in the sitting area,
while a harmonious mix of old and new
furniture add character. ‘To help create  
a relaxed, lived-in look, I combined well-
loved pieces of furniture from the farmhouse
with newer items,’ says Ingrid. 

The functional, country-style kitchen 
was designed and made by a local carpenter,
and features carefully selected pieces of
traditional freestanding furniture such as 
an antique dresser and old cloak wardrobe.
The clever central island unit, which Ingrid
created by pairing two high kitchen trolleys,
is teamed with a set of four sturdy wooden
stools. ‘It’s a perfect spot to perch for a quick
bite to eat or a cup of tea,’ says Ingrid, ‘and 
it saved me an awful lot of money.’ 

Back downstairs, all of the bedrooms
were designed to be fooded with light, as 
well as large enough to accommodate sizable
wardrobes for plenty of storage. The French 

doors that open onto the gardens make  
the rooms feel bright, airy and rather exotic.
‘When I frst moved in, I had the romantic
notion of sleeping with the doors open in 
the summer,’ recalls Ingrid. ‘In reality, the
weather means they remain frmly shut!’
Each bedroom benefts from an en-suite
bathroom, kitted out with simple white
sanitaryware and a combination of wooden
cladding and fagstone fooring.

Overall, Ingrid yearned for a light,
comfortable and cosy home – a stark contrast
to the house she’d previously owned. But
above all else, she wanted full enjoyment  
of the breathtaking coastal setting. ‘Even
though I was a stone’s throw away from the
sea in my old house, I couldn’t actually see  
it from any of the windows,’ she says. ‘Now  
I can, and it’s amazing! At long last, I’ve got
my ideal home and the view I’ve long craved
for – I don’t think I’ll ever move.’  

design advice ‘Work with the site to the best advantage and
orientation of the house to make the most of the views’

M a s t e r  b e d r o o M
the large French doors open 
out onto the pretty, lush garden.
Floral patch cushion covers (with
pad), £8 each, Penneys. Cotton
stitch throw, £22, Dunnes Stores

b at h r o o M
tongue-and-groove panelling
lends a classic country feel.
The City basin, £84, and Minimal
bath, £356, both from Tilestyle,
will recreate a similar scheme 
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teRMS aND CoNDItIoNS the prize is a one-night stay at the royal crescent Hotel & spa, Bath. this prize includes one night stay in duke of York Master suite, one bottle of ruinart champagne on arrival, evening meal in the dower House
restaurant, breakfast during stay, an hour-long aromatherapy massage for two in the spa at the royal crescent Hotel and access to the spa during normal operating hours. Prize is as stated, is not transferable and can’t be exchanged for cash. Prize must
be used before 14 december 2014. an alternative Master suite will be ofered if the duke of York Master suite is unavailable for the requested dates. the winner is responsible for any travel to/from the hotel, in addition to any additional costs incurred
during the stay. Normal iPc Media competition rules apply. entry available to all mainland Uk residents over the age of 18, excluding employees of ideal standard, iPc Media, their families, agents or anyone else connected with the competition. Prize
draw closes midnight on 16 July 2014. if you call or text after this time then you will not be entered but you may be charged. When you enter by text, you may in future get sMs marketing messages from iPc Media and crisp White sheets.  
if you don’t want to receive these, please end your text with No iNfo.  Maximum one entry per person. Multiple or third party entries will not be accepted. Proof of identity and age may be required. Use of a false name or address will result in
disqualifcation. entries made online using methods generated by a script, macro or the use of automated devices will be void. the prize is subject to availability. the winner will be selected at random from all correct entries. Winner will be
notifed by email. reasonable eforts will be made to contact the winner. if the winner cannot be contacted, or is unable to comply with these terms and conditions, the promoter reserves the right to ofer the prize to the next eligible entrant
drawn at random, or in the event that the promotion is being judged, the promoter reserves the right to ofer the prize to the runner-up selected by the same judges. failure to respond and/or provide an address for delivery of prize
documentation, or failure to meet the eligibility requirements may result in forfeiture of the prize. the winner agrees to the use of his or her name, photograph and 
disclosure of county of residence and will cooperate with any other reasonable requests by iPc Media relating to any post-winning publicity. entry into the prize 
draw is deemed acceptance of these terms and conditions. the promoters reserve the right to amend, hold, void, suspend or cancel the competition at any time 
where it is reasonable to do so and reject entries from entrants not entering into the spirit of the competition. No responsibility can be accepted for entries that are 
incomplete, damaged, defaced or not received for any reason. the decision of the judges is fnal and binding and no correspondence will be entered into. the 
promoter is iPc Media limited, Blue fin Building, 110 southwark st, london, se1 0sU.  

h o w  t o  e n t e r

o n L I n e  Visit housetohome.co.uk/
competitions and fll in your details along 
with the answer to the question.

B Y  P h o n e  call 0905 652 2178 with your
answer, name, address and phone number. 
lines close at midnight on 16 July 2014.  
calls cost £1.02 plus network extras. calls from 

mobiles may be signifcantly higher.

B Y  t e X t  text 25BHWiN followed by your
answer then your full name, house number and
postcode to 85088, eg 25BHWiN [answer] chloe
smith 16 NN32 6PX. texts cost £1 per entry, plus
network charges. 

B Y  P o S t  Write your name, answer, address,
telephone number and email address on a postcard
to MrM, 25 Beautiful Homes/royal crescent
reader ofer, Po Box 502, leicester le94 0aB to
arrive no later than 19 July 2014.

the winners will be drawn at random after the
closing date of wednesday 16 July 2014.

N
ourished by natural hot springs, which feed the
fascinating Roman Baths, the City of Bath ofers a
unique experience with stunning architecture, great
shopping and iconic attractions. Now you can discover 

the history of the city from this fve-star hotel located on the famous
Royal Crescent. Having recently undergone a full refurbishment, 
The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa, with its 45 Georgian-styled rooms
and one-acre hidden garden, is perfect for exploring the city. 

Enter our competition and one lucky winner and guest will have the 
chance to experience an overnight stay in the Duke of York Master Suite 

at The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa, a bottle of Ruinart Champagne,
an hour-long aromatherapy massage, plus access to The Spa set in the
hotel’s Georgian coach house. The prize also includes dinner in The
Dower House Restaurant, The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa’s AA 3
Rosette award-winning restaurant, and breakfast the next morning. 

For more information about The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa, visit 
CrispWhiteSheets.com. For a chance to win, just answer this question:

w I N A spA retreAt 

in historic BAth 
Enter now for the chance to win an
overnight stay for two at the fve-star 
Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa

Q The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa is built in which architectural style?  
A Edwardian   B Georgian   C Elizabethan 
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Go with

the flow
Stylist Joanne Tutton refurbished a tired
period property in Edinburgh, creating a 

spacious and serene family home

FEATURE FIONA REID  |  PHOTOGRAPHY DOUGLAS GIBB

T H E  P R O P E R T Y  
Georgian garden fat 
L O c AT i O n 
Edinburgh city centre
R O O M S  Sitting-dining 
room, kitchen, three bedrooms
(one en suite), two dressing
rooms, family bathroom
P U R c H A S E D  2006
P R E V i O U S  P R O P E R T Y
‘We lived in a traditional
Georgian townhouse close to
where we are now,’ says Joanne.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S P i R i n G

S i t t i n g  r o o m
A pale grey wall

colour is the perfect
neutral backdrop for

these elegant, but
relaxed furnishings. 

Florence medium 
sofa, from £1,499, Sofa

Workshop. Twiggy foor
lamp, £1,084, Moleta 
Munro. Artworks by

Daniel Williams
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K i t c h e n
‘Walking in here in the morning with the light

streaming in is just beautiful,’ says Joanne. 
sanvito Black cabinets, £1,384; solid walnut worktop,
£589, both Hygena at Homebase. spanish black slate

tiles, £4 per tile, fired earth, are comparable

d i n i n g  a r e a
a beautiful sash window

overlooks the pretty garden. 
dublin oak and glass dining

table, £375, Habitat, is similar

s i t t i n g 
r o o M
the mirror acts  
as a light refector.
try the Bevelled-
edge mirror, from
£125, Graham &
Green. seattle white
sideboard, £600,
Habitat, is similar 

0123456789
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At the front courtyard of stylist
Joanne Tutton’s Edinburgh home,  
a range of pots and trees provide  
an appealing welcome that hints  
at the style inside. However, when 
she and her husband Nigel bought 

this Georgian property eight years ago, the interior
looked very diferent. ‘The fat didn’t have central
heating and there was a bare concrete foor in the
hall,’ recalls Joanne. ‘What is now the main
bathroom was an indoor “shed” flled with bric-a-
brac.’ And although the building is almost 200 years
old, there was no architectural detailing to speak of. 

‘My overall vision was not to have this space 
feel like a garden fat,’ says Joanne. ‘I wanted light
and fow, and for it to feel like a house. I also
wanted to give the apartment the elegance you’d
expect from the Georgian period, so all the
architraves and period skirting were handcrafted.’ 

The original staircase at the end of the hall –
which would once have led to the rest of the house
above – had been blocked of with a stud wall. This
was opened up and the stone stairs were cleaned and 

polished. As Joanne says, ‘Old buildings like this
have so much history and I wanted to refect that.’ 

All the walls were replastered to create the 
crisp fnish Joanne wanted. She specifed one 
paint colour throughout, which she mixed herself,
but the subtle shifts in light make the grey shade 
look diferent in every room. Two walk-in storage
cupboards of the hallway were made into dressing
rooms. The indoor storage room became a smart
bathroom, and the en-suite shower room for  
the rear bedroom was also reftted. 

With her honed eye, Joanne created a
gorgeously contemporary interior that combines
diferent styles, from the super-smart dining area
to the master bedroom, with its sleigh bed and
delicate chandelier. One of the highlights is the
kitchen. ‘There’s so much light, that I was able 
to choose the black kitchen cabinets for a bit of
glamour,’ she says. And the garden has also been
thoughtfully designed, with textural plants and
graphic leaf shapes creating a beautiful green
backdrop to the kitchen. ‘It’s such a calm space,’ 
she refects. ‘I feel completely peaceful living here.’

favourite feature
‘I love the space and freedom 

you get from the kitchen’s sliding
doors. In summer, we open them
up and the garden becomes an

extension of the kitchen’ 

M a s t e r  b e d r o o M
the imposing bed makes a statement.

revival Beds’ camargue sleigh bed,
from £1,010, is a good match

s ta i r s
they lead
nowhere, but the
stairs create an
unusual feature.
for a similar wall
colour, try cornforth
White estate
emulsion, £36 for 2.5
litres, farrow & Ball 

b at h r o o M
an old storage
room has been

transformed into
a sleek bathroom. 

for tiles like these
ones, try colours 

ceramic Beige 
wall tiles, £13.86  

for 12, B&Q 

s e c o n d  b e d r o o M
Joanne has chosen artwork 

to match the accessories.
the Juliet armchair, from £179,  

John lewis, is comparable

0123456789

2 5 b h J u ly 20 14  |  71

93BEH14JUL155.pgs  12.05.2014  18:16    



t h e  p r o p e r t y  
Self-built new-build
L o c at i o n  Oxfordshire
r o o M S  Open-plan sitting
room/dining room/kitchen, 
four bedrooms (two ensuite
shower rooms), bathroom
b u i Lt  2008
p r e V i o u S  p r o p e r t y
‘Our previous home was a
renovated old wool store 
and former brewery, also in
Oxfordshire’ says Juliette.

h o m e  t r u t h s

n e w - b u i L d

W
hen Juliette Barrell and Tim
Crisp began renovating an 
old wool store and former
brewery in Oxfordshire, they 

thought it would be their ‘forever’ home. But
nine years later, they were given an ofer too
good to refuse. Juliette’s parents who lived
nearby had decided to sell half an acre of their
garden and suggested Juliette and Tim buy the
land as a site to build a new home on. ‘The
thought of leaving our previous place was a
wrench,’ says Juliette ‘but the chance to build
your own house doesn’t come along very often.’

The couple’s previous property was flled
with happy memories. Not only had it part-
housed the family furniture business, Wesley-
Barrell, but following its conversion into a home
in 1999, it was where their children – Anna, 19,
Dominic, 18, and Luke, 15 – grew up. In the end,
the deciding factor was the beautiful view that
any building on the land would ofer: a superb
panorama of Cornbury Park complete with
rolling felds, Cotswold stone walls and ancient 

forest with clusters of oaks and sycamores. ‘The
setting really is ridiculously idyllic,’ says Juliette. 

Having made the the bold decision to move,
Juliette and Tim set themselves an even greater
challenge. Instead of constructing a house that
would match others in the area, they chose to
build somewhere that would work in harmony
with the surrounding landscape – inside and
out. ‘We had initially envisaged a Modernist
cube-shaped design but that wouldn’t have 
been sympathetic to the area,’ explains Juliette. 

With the help of architect Kate Smith,  
the couple designed a semi-circular house that
would make the most of the south-facing aspect.
Consequently, the internal curve of the semi-
circle is on an arc that follows the sun as it moves
around the site, flling the house with light  
and warmth. With all the work going to plan,
the two-storey house, complete with four
bedrooms and an enormous garden, was ready
right on schedule. ‘From the moment we saw 
the house stripped of scafolding, we loved it,’
recalls Juliette, ‘especially the north façade with 

L e a r n i n g
c u rV e

Juliette Barrell and husband Tim Crisp snapped up the opportunity to build
their own home, but a semi-circular design was not without its challenges

Feature Laura POweLL  |  photography Graham atkinS huGheS
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S i t t i n g  a r e a
a string of sleek, white ceiling pendants creates 
a striking focal point and lends a modern edge.
hardwick armchairs in aste in ash by romo,  
from £1,480 each, wesley-Barrell

D i n i n g  a r e a
‘the French wardrobe belonged to my grandfather,’

says Juliette. ‘it’s a little unusual to have it in this part
of the house – but it works for us.’

For a similar table try the Loire oak oval extending 
dining table, £687, Oak Furniture Solutions

S i t t i n g  a r e a
the sofa demarcates the living

zones from the cooking area 
and lends a cosy vibe. 

Campden three-and-a-half seater 
sofa in Obi in Shadow by romo,  

from £2,980, wesley-Barrell  

lessons

learnt 

‘The circular
shape challenged
our perception of
space, so we had
to choose clever

designs and
furniture’
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its vast curve of Cotswold stone punctured 
with small portrait windows.’

When it came to turning the house into  
a home, its distinctive shape threw up a few
challenges. ‘The rooms within the curve were
unusually shaped, plus none of the major spaces
had right angles,’ explains Juliette. Not only did
this prove tricky in terms of decorating but
choosing suitable furniture proved problematic,
too. ‘Kitchen units and baths tend to be
rectangular,’ says Juliette, ‘so we chose pieces
that would suit the space, such as an oval-
shaped dining table and kitchen units specially
designed to ft like wedges of a cake.’ 

Living up to the all-important breathtaking
view, vast glass doors and the glazed gallery are
all that separate the living area and mezzanine
from the stunning Oxfordshire countryside
beyond. Downstairs, to bring the outside in,
Juliette has opted for a palette of green and blue
with natural oak and stone ‘It gives a real sense
of the landscape,’ she says. ‘I don’t think we’ll
ever tire of this house. In fact, I think this
might be our forever home,’ she concludes.  

L a n d i n g
dotted with

windows, the frst
foor receives

natural light all day
long as the sun

follows its curve.
onion pendant light
by Verpan in silver,

from £995,
Urban suite

M a s t e r  b e d r o o M 
the turkish wallhanging inspired
the warm, rustic colour palette.

for a similar look try the small kelim
rug in terra, from £44, the rug seller

b at h r o o M
a curvy, white sink
contrasts well with

the dark brown tiles.
the astonian Novo

table-top basin, £256, 
aston Matthews,

is comparable

t e r r a c e 
‘When this spot is
blanketed with snow,  
it feels a bit like the
balcony of a ski chalet,’
says Juliette.
italian cruise chairs, £317
each, southsea deckchairs

inspiration ‘In honour of the spectacular surrounding countryside and the environment 
as a whole, it was vital for the house to be as self-sufcient as possible’
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T H E  P R O P E R T Y 
New-build apartment 
L O C AT I O N  South London
R O O M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, cloakroom, two
bedrooms, one en suite
B u I LT  2011
P R E V I O u S  P R O P E R T Y
‘Previously, I lived in rented
accommodation,’ says Catherine.

h o m e  t r u t h s

N E w - B u I L d

SITTING ROOM

Layered textures and patterns give this scheme extra
depth and show of Catherine’s design talent.

Dillon sofa, from £1,099, Sofa Workshop. The Riley mirror,
from £180, John Lewis, is similar. Solid Glass Orb ceiling light, 

£350, The White Company. Bakari wallpaper, £75 per roll;
curtains made from Vortex fabric, £44m, both Harlequin

FEATuRE CORAL SeLLARS

PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAeL SmITH

truly inspired

Interior designer
Catherine Hastings has
turned a once modest

new-build into an
elegant home made for
business and pleasure
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KITCHEN-DINER
‘The breakfast bar makes this a social space 
and the heart of the home,’ says Catherine.
Kitchen and breakfast bar, around £6,000, 
Krieder. Sol brushed steel bar stools, £79.50
each, Atlantic Shopping, would suit this room

n e w - b u i l d  a p a r t m e n t  |  2 5 bh
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 P
rompted by a career move into interior
design and having decided to leave rented
accommodation, Catherine Hastings began
to search for her frst property. ‘I wanted 

somewhere I could make my own, with enough space
that it could act as both home and ofce,’ she says. 

Originally, Catherine had her heart set on staying
in west London, her base for the last few years.
However, after viewing a number of rather small fats,
it became obvious she would need to look further
afeld. So she turned her attention to south London
and as soon as she walked through the door of this
new-build apartment she was pleasantly surprised.  
‘It felt right and I fell in love with the space instantly,’
she says. The fat possessed many of the qualities of a
period property: tall ceilings, well-proportioned rooms,
large doorways and an abundance of natural light. 

The kitchen was yet to be installed, so Catherine
was able to specify certain elements of the design,
opting for sleek white units. She also introduced 

mirrored splashbacks to give the illusion of space and
sense of depth. In the sitting room, the freplace had
been rather strangely positioned to one side of the
room, leaving the rest of the area unbalanced and
devoid of character. To compensate, Catherine
designed storage units, which help to ground the 
main living space, to fll the alcoves. 

Once the more disruptive elements of the work
were completed, Catherine moved in and it didn’t
take long before she’d replaced the magnolia walls
with natural warm tones and textured wallpaper.
Patterned soft furnishings in similar shades
throughout the apartment complete the look and add
interest and movement while maintaining a coherent
aesthetic. It’s a relaxing yet elegant take on interior
style, enhanced by smart yet feminine accessories. 

Now that it’s all fnished, Catherine is deservedly
proud of her new, and frst, home. At long last, she’s
able to entertain family, friends and even clients in 
an environment that truly refects her style. ‘I always
wanted a home I could live and work in,’ she says, 
‘and I’ve found it – just not quite where I expected.
It’s a beautiful property and a wonderful place  
to focus on my passion for interiors.’

f a v o u r i t e  s h o p
‘When I’m working at home  

I like a calm environment. I fnd
lighting my favourite scented 
candle – Pomegranate by Jo
Malone – helps me to focus’

SITTING ROOM
‘I’m really pleased with the
storage units in this room,’ 

says Catherine. ‘All of my
work resources are carefully

hidden away in them.’
Bespoke cabinetry, £3,800,

krieder. Mirror, £79, rV Astley

HALL
Catherine selected a glass
console table to keep the
space light and open.
Glass console table, £249,
Dwell. Silhouette wallpaper, 
£62 per roll, Harlequin

2 5 b h  |  n e w - b u i l d  a p a r t m e n t

Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter
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BATHROOM

Mosaic tiles give a luxury spa feel.
Mosaic, foor and wall tiles, and

sanitaryware, £5,000 in total,  
all Porcelanosa. Interior design by

Catherine Hastings

GUEST BEDROOM

Catherine styled this room with
a boutique hotel in mind. 

Stanton headboard, from £280,
Laura Ashley. Arizona bed throw,

£80, John Lewis. The Maze Design 
Felt cushion, £31.50, House of 

Fraser, is similar. Blossom
wallpaper, £46 per roll, Harlequin

Fo r S To C k I S T D e TA IL S g o to pag e 147 

MASTER BEDROOM

A large-scale pattern on the
wallpaper, along with plump

cushions, has a cosseting efect.
Cushion covers, £19.99 each, Zara
Home. Canvas, for similar try John

Lewis, £50. The Hove dressing table
set, £275, Next, is a match
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Céline Lamour and Marc Pillonetto and converted 
an old piggery into a rustic and romantic hideaway 

in the pink

FeatUre NAOMI JONES   | photography ROBERT SANDERSON

H A L L
The passageway from the 
bedroom to the extension 
has been clad in red 
painted timber for a 
dramatic efect.
Rectory Red estate eggshell, 
£51 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & 
Ball is a good match for this 
bold red paint. For a bright 
pink velvet sofa bed, try the 
Louis, £2,150, Habitat
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t h e  p r o p e r t y Former 
piggery, built in the 17th century
L o c at i o n  Brittany, 
northwest France
r o o M S  Open-plan kitchen-
diner/sitting room, open-plan 
bedroom, bathroom 
p U r c h a S e D   2004
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y    
‘I had an apartment in Paris,’  
says Céline, ‘while Marc lived in 
the south of France.’

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i r i n g

f r e n c h  c o n v e r s i o n  |  2 5 b h

S
ome people use colour very sparingly 
– or not at all – but that doesn’t apply  
to Céline Lamour, who is a former 
architectural designer, and mother to 

son Auguste, 14, and daughter Rose, 7. She 
has transformed an old pigsty using vibrant 
reds and pinks. ‘The idea was very simple, and 
very obvious to me,’ she says. ‘I love colour 
and had a good excuse to be bold with it here 
because we had a blank canvas.’ The pigpen  
is one of three outbuildings Céline and her 
partner Marc Pillonetto have converted on 

the site of a former working farm in Brittany, 
northwest France, which belonged to Céline’s 
parents during its time as an agricultural 
museum. ‘I grew up just down the track,’ 
explains Céline, ‘where my parents still live 
and run the family restaurant and brocante 
(fea market) with my sisters. I never 
imagined I’d come back after I left to pursue 
my career in Paris, but when children come 
along, your priorities change.’ With the 
bright lights of the capital a distant memory, 
Céline feels much more at home enjoying  

K I T C H E N - d I N E r /
S I T T I N G  r O O M

In the extension, varying 
shades of pink and red create 

a lively scheme that is 
tempered by the use of grey  

in the units and ceiling.
Look for vintage Formica tables 
on eBay, from around £140. For 

French dining chairs, try the 
Louis XIV, £140 each, La Silla 
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DESIGN ADVICE ‘Work with the building rather than against it, and incorporate 
as many original features as you can into your design,’ says Marc

the peace of the countryside where she and
Marc have created a home from home for
holidaymakers from some of the outbuildings,
as well as an idyllic place for their children to
grow up. ‘Céline is a very talented designer,’
says Marc. ‘She was very successful in Paris,
but she’s someone who doesn’t seek the
limelight; she’s happy here, making things 
for our home and for our guests.’

The success of this project is not just
down to Céline’s imagination, however;
Marc, who used to own a restaurant in the
south of France, has played an important role,
tackling practical aspects of the conversion.
‘With the help of many good friends, I’ve 

learnt pipe-ftting and electrical work,’ says
Marc, whose building and maintenance skills
come in very handy on the old farm. 

The pair were keen not to overly 
restore the piggery, as they wanted to retain
its original character. So while they added
an extension to create an open-plan living
area, they kept the stone wall that divides
the bedroom and the kitchen exposed.  
A new exterior wall is entirely glazed to take
advantage of the verdant setting, but they
clad the other walls and ceiling in timber  
to reference the original A-frame. 

In the bathroom, which is open-plan
within the sole bedroom, they opted for slate 

fooring and walls. ‘Slate is perfectly in
keeping with the agricultural history of the
site,’ says Céline, who complemented its
colour when choosing the kitchen cabinets
and painting the ceiling and the ornate
carved bed. Grey serves to ground the pops 
of scarlet, fuchsia and baby pink throughout,
keeping the look fresh and contemporary.

Céline also has a love of all things old and
unusual, from kitchenalia to framed portraits
and mirrors. ‘I’m a natural born hoarder, she
admits, ‘so I try to group items by colour to
keep things from looking chaotic. This lovely
space has a wonderful simplicity, so it’s the
perfect home for our treasured pieces.’

B E D R O O M 
Grey is the dominant colour,

thanks to the painted carved bed,
with vibrant pops of pink and red.

Plumbago acrylic eggshell, £49.50 for 
2.5 litres, Fired Earth, is a similar grey

B AT H R O O M
The slate wall and

foor that zones this
area gives a

contemporary yet
authentic feel. 

The Ovali, £1,260, BC
Designs, is a similar

bath. Trevail Slate 
Flagstones, from

£32.95m2, Stone Tile 
Co, are comparable

FO r S TO C k i S T D E Ta il S g o to pag e 147 
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For these and many more great buys visit housetohome.co.uk/shop

garden

furniture 
Refresh your outdoor space to gain  

a more relaxed and inviting area

Delivery costs £5.99 per order. These ofers are subject to availability and are available to readers on the UK mainland only. You should receive your order within 10 working days, when in stock, although please allow 28; we will
notify you if a delay is expected. RETURNS AND REFUNDS If you are not entirely satisfed, please return your order with the completed correspondence enclosed with your purchases within seven days to receive a refund
(including initial postage). Goods are returned at the reader’s expense; however, in the unlikely event the goods are faulty we will reimburse all postage. Please note, in the case of goods going missing in the post when returned,
we regret that no refund can be guaranteed unless proof of postage is supplied. The closing date for this ofer is 30 September 2014.

**25 Beautiful Homes, published by IPC Media Ltd (IPC), will collect your personal information to process your order. If you would like to receive emails from IPC containing news, special ofers and product and service
information and take part in our magazine research, please write your email address on your order. IPC would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines and services. Please
write ‘No IPC’ on the back of your cheque if you prefer not to hear from us. IPC may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting
and researching their products and services. Please write ‘No other companies’ if you prefer not to be contacted.                      XBH229 July 2014

c o d e d e s c r i p t i o n p r i c e

A338 Lutyens-Style Viceroy garden bench    £229.95     

c o d e d e s c r i p t i o n      p r i c e

Y131.1 New England table and 4 chairs set                   £499.95

L U T y E N S - S T y L E  G A R D E N  B E N c h

N E w  E N G L A N D  TA B L E  A N D  c h A i R S  S E T S 

you can order from the  

25 Beautiful Homes online

store at housetohome.co.uk/shop, where you’ll

fnd the items shown on this page along with

many more great buys.

call 0845 121 8023*

with your card details 

to hand quoting XBh229, together with the 

product name(s) and product code(s). we accept

Mastercard, Visa and Maestro. For enquiries,

please call 0845 121 8023*.

*Calls will cost a maximum of 10p/minute from a 

BT landline; mobile and other service providers’

rates may vary. Lines are open 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week.

Send a cheque made

payable to 25 Beautiful 

homes Ofers, adding the appropriate p&p charge

(see Delivery, below) to: 25 Beautiful homes

Ofer XBh229, Belton Road west, Loughborough,

Leicestershire LE11 5XL. Please write XBh229, your

name and address, and the product name, code and

quantity required on the back of your cheque along

with your daytime telephone number.

3  E A S y  w A y S  T O  O R D E R

B y  P h O N E

O N L i N E

This elegantly styled bench, which comfortably seats three, was inspired 

by Sir Edwin Lutyens and is assured to look wonderful in any garden.

It is made of high quality hardwood, has a weather and scratch-resistant

polyurethane paint fnish and so does not need teak oil/preservatives

applying. Some assembly is required. Dimensions L143 x H94.5 x D57cm

Attractive New England-style furniture; manufactured from 

high-quality hardwood. Its polyurethane paint fnish ensures that it 

has a weather–, fade- and scratch-resistant fnish. No application of 

teak oil or preservatives are necessary. Some assembly is required.

Table L153 x W98 x H75.5cm; central parasol hole Dia 38mm.  

Chair: W64 x D65 x H84cm, seat area 49 x 50.5cm (seat pads shown 

for illustrative purposes only).

More garden furniture, cushions, accessories, tools and plants are 

available on housetohome.co.uk/shop

Y131.2 New England table and 6 chairs set             £599.95

B y  P O S T * *
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g e o r g i a n  t e n e m e n t  |  2 5 bh

T h e  perfect f i T

feATURe DOUGLAS GIBB  |  phOTOGRAphY BEVERLEY BYRNE

using innovative ideas and spatial sleight of hand, sally

homan has created a bespoke home packed with personality 

K I T C H E N - d I N E r
Sally added banquette

seating with extra
baskets for storage. 

Banquette by Sally Homan
at Robertson Lindsay

Interiors. Table spray-
painted in Warm White 

eggshell, £49 for 2.5 litres, 
Zofany. Odyssey chairs,

£125 each, John Lewis 
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S I T T I N G  R O O M
Sally chose an ethanol fre and concealed it behind false

wall cladding to increase the feeling of space. 
The Lansdown Snuggler Chair, £2,800, Leather Chairs of

Bath. Cushions, from £80 each, Robertson Lindsay Interiors.
Oil paintings, from £700, by Joanna Srokol. La Fibule Karol

lamp (above, right), £461, Discover & Deliver

Having renovated three properties, Sally Homan
decided it was time to put down permanent roots.
‘When I set up my interior designer company, I vowed
my next place would be tailor-made to suit me,’ she
says. Sally spent a year looking in Scotland. ‘I love
travelling, but since stepping of the train at Waverley 

Station at the age of 17, I’ve called Edinburgh home,’ she continues.
‘It’s a friendly, vibrant city with the countryside on your doorstep.’

Despite having tiny rooms and no central heating, the apartment
she found had potential. ‘I could see that some simple restructuring
would make it much more accommodating,’ she explains. ‘Then it was
up to me to augment the layout, introduce extra storage and create  

my vision of a chic but practical interior.’ Sally’s plans included 
carving a new bathroom from the large hall and using the old one  
to double the size of the tiny kitchen. She also added a vestibule and
created a walk-in storage cupboard from the long, thin second bedroom. 

 ‘But designing my own interior proved harder than I thought,’
confesses Sally. ‘With clients, I can research their style, taste and,
most importantly, their personality before working on an interior.
However, seeing myself from the outside and expressing aspects 
of my character throughout my new home was a real challenge.

‘I fnd inspiring ideas everywhere, from furniture to fashion,’ she
refects. ‘Even something like a handbag – its colour and the detailing
– helps provide an overview for how I want a room to look. I then 
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t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Georgian tenement apartment
L o c at i o n  Edinburgh
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
dining room/study, kitchen-
diner, two bedrooms, bathroom
p u r c h a S e d  2012
p r e V i o u S  p r o p e r t y
‘When I moved to Edinburgh,  
I bought and sold two properties
before this one,’ says Sally.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i r i n g

f a v o u r i t e
i t e m  

‘I love the
paintings by

Joanna Srokol,
a dynamic 

young artist and
textile designer. 
I commissioned 
15 from her for
the property’

D I N I N G  R O O M
A black ceiling is paired with

Japanese-style sliding doors,
which conceal a study.

Flowering Quince wallpaper,
£333 per roll, Clarence House 

K I T C H E N
An artwork provides a visual link

with the walls in the dining room. 
Watercolour, £500, Joanna Srokol

Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter
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pull together ideas and images on Pinterest to narrow things down,
before sourcing them in the UK, overseas and via eBay.’ 

When it came to colour schemes, Sally aimed for atmosphere  
as well as impact. ‘I love using intense shades but it was clear that
neutrals would provide cohesion throughout, leaving me free to play
with colour, texture, textiles and lighting to create diferent moods 
in each room,’ she explains. Striking patterns were given a home in
confned spaces, alongside innovative techniques including screen-
printing the design of a favourite artwork onto curtain material. 

Throughout the apartment, Sally’s passions shine through. From
the dining room inspired by her love of Japan to her afnity with France 
expressed in the elegant bedroom, her home is a true refection of her
personality. ‘Designing interiors is all about getting to the heart of  
a homeowner’s character,’ she says. ‘And this apartment represents 
the real me. I’ll be happy to call it home for several years to come.’

2 5 b h  |  g e o r g i a n  t e n e m e n t

G U E S T  B E D R O O M
Leather-look wallpaper 
contrasts with foaty fabrics.
anguille wallpaper, £190 per roll,
elitis. fosso wall lights, £100, astro

B AT H R O O M
Sally stole space from the

hall to make this room.
carrara foor tiles, £61.78sq m;

wall tiles, £68.65sq m, both 
Porcelanosa. savoy 

sink, £99, Bathstore

M A S T E R  B E D R O O M
Metallic wallpaper and dusky pinks

bestow glamour and charm.
spark wallpaper, £55 per roll, Zofany.

Headboard upholstered in stone 
lambswool, £100m, fox linton
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FEATURE Ann BroAd  |  phoTogRAphy Colin Poole

Artistic f lair
kate pollard used her creative  

know-how to turn a small oxfordshire  

cottage into a bright colourful space

T h E  p R o p E R T y
A 19th-century cottage with 
20th-century additions
L o c AT i o n  oxfordshire
R o o M S  Sitting/dining room,
kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom
p U R c h A S E D  2011
p R E V i o U S  p R o p E R T y 
‘My last home was a rented fat in
a converted barn in oxfordshire,’
says Kate.

h o m e  t r u t h s

R E p L A n n E D

2 5 b h  |  r e v a m p e d  c o t t a g e

kitchen 
Kate’s plan for this room was to use the space
efectively, installing bespoke units in a galley 
style, fnished in a selection of shades of grey paint.
Splashback painted in Farrow & Ball Plummet eggshell;
units painted in Manor House Gray and lamp room 
Gray eggshell, all £51 for 2.5 litres, relics of Witney
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Sitting/dining room.
‘I love the idea of layering diferent

textures and colours,’ says Kate. 
‘It’s much more interesting.’

Walls painted in Posset claypaint, 
£32.75 for 2.5 litres, earthborn. 

For solid-pine fooring try Wickes,  
£20.86sq m. Tarnby fatwoven rug, £70,
ikea. log basket, £50, relics of Witney
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bathroom
Black and white tiling add  
a traditional look here.
For similar try Topps Tiles white
ceramic tiles, from £4 each

Guest room
Pale paints maximise

the feeling of space.
Door and skirting in

Shaded White estate
eggshell, £51 for  

2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball

When she frst viewed her West oxfordshire cottage, 
Kate Pollard thought it was too small for her, but 
fortunately she decided to take a second look. ‘I brought
along my friend Ginnie, who suggested I add a small
extension along the front of the house,’ says Kate.  
‘I realised that it would give extra space to the sitting 

room and the kitchen, and that clinched the sale.’ 
the renovation of the property was made much easier because

Kate co-owns a shop, relics of Witney, which specialises in
everything needed for house and furniture restoration. ‘I spend  
a great deal of my time advising customers about their colour  

schemes and decorative projects, so it was a good feeling to be fnally
designing the interior of my own home,’ smiles Kate. 

the house has an interesting history. ‘Colonel William Poole
built it after his return from the battle of Waterloo,’ says Kate. ‘It was
once licensed to sell beer and tobacco. during the 1950s it became a
blacksmiths, and 30 years later it was extended to make three cottages
– the middle one is mine so it’s half 1820s and half 1986.’ 

before the extension work started, Kate decorated the upstairs
rooms, using a pale palette on the walls to keep the feeling of light 
and space. ‘my background is in art and design and I have a keen
interest in house decoration, especially walls and furniture,’ says  

a f t e r

b e f o r e
a  F r e s h  l o o k
Extending the ground
foor allowed Kate to
revitalise the sitting/
dining room. ‘I like my
living areas to pass a test,’
she says. ‘Basically, if the
rooms look good with
slippers and newspaper
strewn on the foor,  
then it has passed!’ 

F i r s t  F l o o r

g r o u n d  F l o o r

0123456789
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Guest bedroom
Vintage cushions create an inviting 
room for overnight guests.
Retro-style cushion covers, from 
£22, Notonthehighstreet.com.
Curtains, from £12, Ikea

Kate. ‘In the past I’ve worked with the renowned annie sloan and
assisted her with her books and decorative paint courses. It was a 
great apprenticeship.’ Kate’s expertise is evident in most rooms, with
painted furniture and decorative wardrobes introducing colour and
texture into her home. ‘at one point there were so many diferent
shades of of-white, painted in patches on the walls,’ says Kate, ‘that 
a friend told me it looked like a stone wall.’ Kate eventually decided 
to decorate all the interior walls in a warm white. ‘I opted for a lovely
thick, creamy paint which has a slight texture,’ explains Kate.

the construction of the extension started in may 2011 and the
main structural work was fnished by the end of september. the aim 

was to not only add extra space to the front of the house, but also to
join the two periods of build together, and enhance the inside and
outside of the property. ‘We had incredibly wet weather in the early
stages – when the foundations were being dug I had to enter and 
leave the house by “walking the plank” across a moat,’ recalls Kate. 

With all the work complete, Kate began the interior design. ‘I
wanted to introduce some vibrant colours,’ she says. ‘I took my
inspiration from prints by Ivon hitchens and howard hodgkin, plus
paintings by local artists and friends.’ Lime green and burnt orange
add the splash of colour Kate was looking for, while chunky knitted
throws and retro textiles make her home wonderfully inviting. 

Inspiration  ‘My mum was a great infuence 
and encouraged my early interest in colour’

master
bedroom
kate’s bedroom

has a relaxed
country feel.

For similar
bedlinen try the 

Avoca silken
multi throw,

£100, John Lewis 

Fo R S To C K I S T D E TA IL S g o to pag e 147 

master bedroom
a rustic-looking chair perfectly
suits the style of this room.
The old Pill Factory has 
wooden chairs from £60
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t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Traditional Australian  
detached house built in 1915
L o c at i o n  New South
Wales, Australia
r o o M S  Sitting room, dining
room, kitchen, library, sunroom,
three bedrooms (one en suite),
two bathrooms, separate study
p U r c h a S e D  2000
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y  
‘Before moving here, we lived in  
a house close by,’ says Louise.

h o m e  t r u t h s

D i S t i n c t i V e

 FeatUre EMMA J PAGE
photoGraphy CAMERA PRESS/ 

BAUER MEDIA/BRIGID ARNOTT

inside 

out
Louise Duf and Greg

Hulme created a
vibrant, welcoming

home that pays
homage to the

spectacular gardens
that surround it 

COUrTYard
Greg designed and built

the striking freplace,
making this area an

all-season space.
Commission an outdoor
freplace at Urban Fires,

price on application
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rear veranda

This pretty shaded area is
ideal for outdoor entertaining. 

The Watercomb garden sofa,
£549, Marks & Spencer, is 

an excellent alternative
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S
tumbling across a century-old former sheep station
hidden in verdant grounds on New South Wales’ central
coast, Louise Duf and her partner Greg Hulme knew
that they had unearthed something very special. ‘We 

were looking for a project to get our teeth into and this house 
was crying out for attention,’ recalls Louise. ‘It’s a wonderful 
little piece of history and it deserves protecting.’ 

A traditional single-storey farmstead, replete with high
ceilings, attractive cornicing and original wooden foors, the
property ofers a generous amount of light, myriad suntraps 
and plenty of privacy. But the jewel in its crown is the garden 
that unfolds from every angle, with a magnifcent mauve-
blossomed jacaranda tree at its heart. Given the property’s
beautiful setting, the couple’s aim was to simply restore the land
to its former glory, sympathetically tweaking the house only  
to better enjoy the breathtaking landscape surrounding it.

Taking a considered and steady approach, Louise and  
Greg – who both lead busy lives running their own businesses 
in marketing and garden maintenance, respectively – began the
renovations. ‘It helped that Greg is quite the handyman,’ refects
Louise. ‘So we could do pretty much all the work ourselves.  
I think the trick is not to change everything and knock out walls
left, right and centre, but to work with the bones and the history
of a place and build on its innate beauty.’ 

True to form, inside, the couple installed a new kitchen,
requisitioned part of the original veranda to create an en suite,
renovated the remaining bathrooms and re-sanded the original
foorboards. Small windows in the sitting room were replaced
with larger ones to maximise the views and allow light to pour 
in. But outside was a diferent matter. The couple started from 

SITTING ROOM
Fabrics featuring beautiful
botanical designs draw on  
the couple’s beloved garden. 
For similar try the Bluebell three-
seat sofa in natural fax pure Belgian
linen, £1,495, Sofa.com. The Ono
ottoman, from £660, upholstered 
in Rossini Velvet Teal, from The 
Sofa & Chair Company, has this look

KITCHEN
‘Everyone likes to gather around the island,’ says Louise.

‘Its marble worktop is one of my favourite features.’ 
Prima Calacatta marble worktop in Radince Finish, from

£105.56m, Solid Surfaces Direct, has a similar look.
The Crescent bar stool in white, £33.50 each, Atlantic 

Shopping, is similar to the style shown here
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DESIGN ADVICE  ‘Design from the heart and you can’t go wrong. Build rooms
around things with sentimental value and you’ll create a timeless, individual look’

LIBRARY
The couple’s books are

colour-coordinated for an
eye-catching yet coherent look.
The Morum fat-woven rug, £100,
and a set of four Billy bookcases in

white, £35 each, all Ikea, will echo this
look. The Old Cinema sells metal  

vintage trunks, from £240

01234567890123456789
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scratch, enlisting the help of garden designer Michael Cooke,
whose simple but thoughtful work they admired. ‘We wanted  
to design the garden around the existing mature trees and plants,
incorporating room for chickens and a vegetable patch, as well  
as plenty of areas for entertaining,’ explains Louise. And the
result is a striking combination of open-air ‘rooms’, whose charm
and comfort rival those inside the house itself. An inviting
courtyard features an outdoor freplace, perfect for evening
relaxation, while two shady terraces make the most of the views
across the lawn where Louise’s home ofce is tucked away. ‘The
garden truly is our pride and joy,’ says Louise. ‘We spend hours
nurturing and maintaining it, and we’re probably more proud  
of our eforts there than anywhere else because it represents 
what sheer hard work can achieve, rather than money.’

An appreciation of simplicity and longevity extends to the
pair’s approach to their home’s interior, too, which is decorated 
in a palette of soft neutrals, while windows are left unadorned so
that light can stream in. Simple basics from Ikea, such as rugs 
and cushions, are combined with treasured pieces including  
an antique Biederman sofa re-covered in black-stripe satin,
vintage French mirrors and favourite artwork, while an old sofa
has been given a new look with a smart Manuel Canovas fabric. 

Louise and Greg like nothing better than to enjoy the fruits
of their labour. ‘We love entertaining and sharing our home,’ 
says Louise. ‘A long alfresco lunch with our nearest and dearest 
is my idea of heaven. I also adore sitting under the canopy of 
the jacaranda tree with a good book. We love the seclusion the
garden gives us. Enjoying a glass of wine together while relaxing
on the verandah on a summer’s night reminds us that our home 
is our sanctuary. This place really is very special.’  

BATHROOM
Lovely views of the garden

can be enjoyed from the tub.
the trend freestanding 
bath, £589, Bathstore, is
comparable. the stone
collection can create a 

similar bespoke bath mat

GUEST BEDROOM
The white wrought-iron bed
and rustic-style throw add a

touch of Provençal chic.
cologne & cotton’s Valencia

quilt, £180 for a double; cushion, 
£35 each, are comparable 

vERAnDA
‘This is where I like to relax at

the end of the day,’ says Louise.
the open-faced antique finish

Metal clock, £60, Primrose, is
near identical to this one
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Even in unpredictable British

weather, a garden can still be a

valuable extension to the home 

if you create a series of outdoor

rooms or even one hard-working

space. Garden designer Amanda

Patton suggests making a list 

of everything you want to do

there, from relaxing, growing,

entertaining and playing with the

children, to installing storage for a

wood store, bins and garden

items. ‘A garden’s multi-functional

and just as you wouldn’t want to

eat, sleep and take a bath in the

same room of the house, a garden 

benefts from having distinct

zones for diferent activities,’

she advises. Draw a sketch of

your garden shape, including the

property, and mark out the most

logical position for each of your

needs. Then draw lines between

these requirements to give you

the best locations for paths  

and linking areas. Consider the

views of the garden from your

home too, bearing in mind  

that it will be frequently looked 

at from the interior, so try  

siting sheds and compost 

heaps discreetly.

L E T  T H E R E  B E  L I G H T

01234567890123456789

Make use of your garden all year round, as Louise Duf

and Greg Hulme do, by creating a series of linked spaces

to accommodate entertaining, working and relaxing

Creating
outdoor zones

M
aximize your garden’s potential, whatever its size,

by delineating the space to suit your needs. Creating

separate but complementary zones, from sheltered

dining spots to hard-working vegetable patches, can 

be an efective way to enjoy an outside space all year-round.

B A C K  T O  B A S I C S

Playing with scale and light in the garden will also help to create

subtle zones as well as making it appear larger. Patricia Fox of

Aralia Garden Design suggests not cramming too much into any

one space. ‘Always consider the ‘voids’ or the ‘white spaces’ so

the garden feels comfortable and spacious. Greenwave Design’s

Michelle Wake underlines the importance of space to spread 

out. ‘Gardens need a social area where people can sit and eat,

and perhaps cook. Site lounging and dining areas in the sunniest

spot but allow space for a parasol – even rainy British gardens need

shade on a hot day.’  Finally, garden lighting companies can create

diferent ‘moods’ in diferent zones which can be timed, operated

manually as required, or even come on as you walk into each 

zone – which not only saves energy but creates a sense of drama.

● THE ROYAL

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

(RHS) 0845 260 5000, rhs.org.uk.

Become a member or you can

fnd information on courses,

plants at events at Britain’s 

gardening charity.

● SOCIETY OF GARDEN

DESIGNERS

01989 566695, sgd.org.uk.

The professional association 

for garden designers in the UK.

A D D R E S S  B O O K

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e …

● ‘Try losing traditional boundaries. Hedges,

for example, have the efect of making the space

feel smaller. It’s always good to hint at other

areas beyond the one you are in, either through

obvious pathways, or through gaps in the

physical divisions such as ‘windows’ in hedges 

or portholes in wooden screens. 

● For a frm boundary, use decorative panels like slatted wooden

screens or evergreen hedges – Portuguese laurel (Prunus lusitanica) 

is ideal. You can also vary the boundaries between zones seasonally 

– a screen of bright orange-stemmed Cornus ‘midwinter fre’ is

wonderful in winter while providing a plain green screen in summer.  

● Create drama – not being able to see the entire garden at once

invites exploration. Paths are enticing, so draw the eye to them

by framing them, using plants or a structure such as a pergola.  

AmAndA pATTon, amanda patton landscape & garden design

‘A zoned area can look fussy if too many
materials are used, so opt for a limited
selection. For instance, in the garden,  
I like to match the brick used on the
house, whether on a terrace, in a garden
wall, or to create a pathway’

E x P E R T  E Y E

RobERT FRiER, ChArlEsworTh DEsiGn
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p e a c e  & l o v e

 FeaTURe mairi macDonalD  |  pHoToGRapHY Douglas gibb

jennifer and ian black have chosen all-white decor for their edinburgh

apartment, creating an elegant and tranquil home

1

2
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After moving back to Edinburgh
from Australia, Jennifer and Ian
Black were ready for a property
challenge. ‘We’d been renting in
Australia and hadn’t got our teeth
into a project for a while,’ says 

Jennifer. However, when they were looking to buy, 
prices in Edinburgh were on a steady increase and
competition for renovation properties was ferce. 
After several unsuccessful ofers, the couple were 
determined not to miss out on this converted
townhouse in the city’s West End. 

The top-foor fat had stunning views over
private gardens and out towards the Firth of
Forth, but the interior was less fabulous. ‘The 

apartment’s previous owners had a very 
dramatic and dated style, which overwhelmed 
the property,’ says Jennifer. ‘Although Ian saw
potential, all I could see was the minuscule
kitchen, the old-fashioned conservatory 
lean-to and the over-the-top paintwork.’

But Ian managed to persuade her that he 
was capable of transforming it and together they
moved in. ‘Ian was determined to do it all himself
but most of the work was too big to be done on
the weekends and evenings,’ explains Jennifer.  
‘As soon as we had the money, he left his job to
concentrate on the renovations full-time.’ 

With Ian tackling the rewiring, central
heating and replumbing, the apartment was 

T H e  p R o p e R T Y 
apartment in a converted
Victorian townhouse 
l o c aT i o n  Edinburgh
R o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, three bedrooms
(one en suite), bathroom
p U R c H a S e D  2001
p R e v i o U S 
p R o p e R T Y  ‘We lived in a
two-bedroom 1970s house in,
australia,’ says Jennifer. 

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i R i n G

f a v o u r i t e  i t e m  ‘The love seat in the window of the sitting room is one of our
best-loved pieces. It can be bought in any fabric but, obviously, we chose white’

3

1 & 2  sITTIng room 
Ian made the mirror frame
himself from MDF to echo the
arch of the marble freplace 
and windows. An artwork by
Jonathan Freemantle above 
the sofa gives a striking blast  

of colour in the white scheme.
Der Heilige Berg painting, £3,800,
Jonathan Freemantle. bespoke
cabinets, around £600, Jali. Fama
myapple love seat, £1,470, sterling
Furniture. Trista swivel cofee table,
£210, Furniture For You

3  kITcHEn-dInEr 
Glossy foors, units, worktops and
furniture help to refect the light.
calligaris Hyper dining table, £1,320,
macDonald Furniture galleries.
Stormy Sea, North Berwick painting,
£1,500, by Jonathan Freemantle

get more inspiration at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes

t o w n h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t  |  2 5 b h
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uninhabitable so the couple put all their furniture
into storage and decamped across town to
Jennifer’s mother’s house for eight months. ‘Ian 
is a great believer in not rushing things,’ says
Jennifer. ‘But the mess was incredible – at one
stage I couldn’t see how we were ever going to 
live in the fat again, it was so bad.’ With all the
foorboards up and half the wall down in the hall,
it’s easy to understand her misgivings. Yet Ian’s
capabilities ensured the project soon started to
take shape. A more solid construction with a
cantilevered bay window and pitched glass roof
became the hallway, the new kitchen was ftted
into the largest of the bedrooms and the old
kitchen returned to a third bedroom, which  
is currently being used as Ian’s study. 

In the sitting room, the original freplace had
been removed and a huge oak one installed. ‘We
couldn’t sell it, so Ian used the pillars to prop up 

the ceiling, which allowed some boxed-in walls 
to be cut away to let in more light,’ says Jennifer. 

With all the structural work completed 
and the doors and foors sanded and varnished,
Jennifer then painted the walls and woodwork
white. ‘We’re both infuenced by Australian
houses, which are often simply decorated and
have shiny wooden foors,’ she says. 

Over the years the couple have experimented
with the occasional coloured wall but have always
come back to white. ‘It’s the perfect backdrop for
our paintings,’ explains Jennifer. ‘We love the
work of South African artist Jonathan Freemantle
who now lives and works in Edinburgh.’

Jennifer and Ian make a conscious efort to
use as much white in their home as possible. ‘I’m
gradually painting our furniture white, too,’ says
Jennifer. ‘It’s a pure, clean shade that frees your
mind and it defnitely works here – we love it.’

1

2

1  mAStEr BEdrOOm
Painting all the old furniture
white has created a fresh feel.
the Belvoir quilt, from £250, and
cushion covers, from £40, all the
White company, are similar. for
bedside tables like these try Malm,
£25; Mirrored Pax wardrobes, £105,
all ikea. the selby Glass Ball lamps,
£90, laura ashley, are a match

2  HAll 
Formerly an unappealing lean-to,
this has been rebuilt and now
ofers a light and lovely welcome.
Bespoke radiator cabinet, Jali

3  BAtHrOOm
The couple created an opulent
feel by setting a Jacuzzi against
smoked mirror on the walls.

Bath, £2,400, Jacuzzi. for similar
smoked bevel-edge mirror tiles try
Viewforth Glazing, £271.73sq m

4  GuESt BEdrOOm
Faux fur and an animal-print 
rug add texture and pattern.
the White company sells a throw
like this, £100. for a similar rug 
try the rug seller, from £25
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3

4d e s i g n  t i p  ‘Plenty of white, blinds,  
shutters and mirrored wardrobes help to  

keep the rooms uncluttered and light’

t o w n h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t  |  2 5 b h

01234567890123456789

2 5 b h J u ly 20 14  |  105

012345678901234567890123456789

93BEH14JUL174.pgs  28.04.2014  14:52    



r e t u r n  
of the 

n at i v e

Cid Carr and Phil Evans left
village life for the lights of
London, but within two

years they were back

Feature ViCtOria Jenkins

photoGraphy William GOddard

S i t t i n g  r o o m
the double-height ceiling is
emphasised by a chandelier. 
the rosevear chandelier, £1,780,  
the Chandelier & mirror Company, is
similar. large early 19th-century settee,
£2,700, Cotswold design Centre

2 5 bh  |  g e o r g i a n  c o t t a g e

0123456789

106 |  2 5 b h J u ly 20 14

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



C
id Carr and her
husband, Phil Evans,
were all set to fnd a
home nearer London, 

having sold their country cottage
and rented in the city. ‘Then we
got cold feet,’ says Cid, an interior
designer. Soon after, a friend put
his cottage in their old village on
the market and they realised how
much they missed the place. So
they bought the cottage and moved
in with their daughter Coco, 21, a
few doors down from the property
they’d left only two years before. 

‘We’d always really liked our
friend’s home, although the layout
is quite linear,’ says Cid. ‘The
front door is at one end and you
have to walk through every room
to get anywhere. But there’s a
lovely vibe.’ The 1760s cottage
had once been two separate estate 
workers’ homes and still had its 
own well in the back garden. 
Another attractive feature was  
the gallery overlooking the sitting 
room, added by a previous owner, 
an artist-printer who needed space  
for her printing press.

Structurally, the house was in
sound condition, so Cid and Phil
started updating the decor by 

t h e  p r o p e r t y  
Georgian cottage
L o c at i o n  Oxfordshire
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, study, two
bedrooms, two bathrooms,
shower room 
p u r c h a S e d  2013
p r e v i o u S  p r o p e r t y
‘We lived in another cottage,  
a few doors down,’ says Cid.

h o m e  t r u t h s

u n i q u e

P av i l i o n
vintage chairs are an apt match for the summerhouse.

lloyd loom chairs painted in magic stone spray 
paint, £8.98 for 400ml, Valspar

K i t c h e n
Blue tongue-and-groove contrasts with the

cream cabinetry and wooden worksurfaces.
tongue-and-groove painted in Juniper ash oil

eggshell, £53 for 2.5 litres, little Greene. Carisbrooke
dining table, £349, Barker & stonehouse
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getting rid of unwanted bookcases
and the old carpets. ‘We’re both
neat freaks and the place is small
so it needed a big clear-out,’ says
Cid. ‘We spent the frst few
months ripping up electric blue
carpeting then repainted
throughout with soothing-yet-
characterful blues and greys.’ 

In the sitting room, the couple
loved the existing slate freplace,
wonky skirting and squeaking
foorboards. ‘They were at least 
50 years old,’ says Cid. ‘The ones
upstairs weren’t in good condition
so I painted them ebony.

The couple also completely
refurbished the two bathrooms
and downstairs shower room,
while the kitchen was in such
good condition they kept it –  

once they’d repainted the green
walls and blue units white. At 
frst Cid and Phil installed a huge
armoire they’d had for years,  
but later moved it into their
bedroom to use as a wardrobe. 

‘Then we painted our
headboard in the same matching
grey,’ says Cid. ‘That sums up  
our style. We tend to fnd old
furniture and refurbish it – even
pulling items of skips. For years,
we lived near London’s Portobello
Road, where all the antiques
dealers gather, so we were on the
spot for bargains and we’ve also
bought lots of things from France.

‘You could say this is a
laissez-faire house,’ she smiles. ‘It’s 
relaxed and imperfect, but full of
things we’ve gathered and love.’

d e s i g n  t i p  
‘I draw inspiration

from just about
everything – vintage

book illustrations, 
old movies,

museums, other
people’s houses and

foreign travel to
name but a few’

S t u d y
Cid custom-mixed

the paint on the
bookshelves.

Demi-lune table, 
£395, Windsor

House Antiques

S ta i r S
Cid removed the doors 

on this bookcase to
create more space. 

Interior design by Cid
Carr at The Fountayne

m a S t e r
B e d r o o m

the gold of the painting
is picked out by a

cushion and fowers 
in a similar shade.

The Fountayne sells silk
cushions, £75 each

G a l l e r y
this is used as an

additional working area.
Chaise longue, £250, York 

Racecourse car boot
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m a S t e r  B e d r o o m
the armoire was bought 20 years ago and
has served many purposes,’ says Cid. ‘We 
call it the cupboard that keeps on giving.’
French armoire, £900; French wicker bed,

£450, both Golborne Road market

g e o r g i a n  c o t t a g e  |  2 5 bh

FoR sToCkIsT DeTAIl s go to page 147 

m a S t e r
B at h r o o m
 ‘you can’t fail to 

relax in here,’ says 
Cid. ‘it has a cosy

monastic feel.’
Turkish Blue acrylic

eggshell paint,  £48 for 
2.5 litres, sanderson

spectrum. lefroy
Brooks Classic roll-top

bath, £1,237; lefroy
Brooks la Chapelle

basin, £281, both
Fairfeld Bathrooms
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the source
Erica Miller shows how you can achieve the style secrets seen in this issue’s homes

D E S I G N  I D E A S

P A N E L L E D  M I R R O R  W A L L

PAGES 85 – 88

A panelled wall of mirrors helps create a sense 

of light and space in Sally Homan’s sitting room.

Simple white surrounds give the wall a modern,

graphic touch, while the panels also work as 

frames for some of Sally’s paintings. Pale walls, furnishings and

foor coverings help further open up the space. As well as making

a statement, mirrors add drama and are a great way of refecting

the shape of a room. A wall of mirrors like this can give the illusion

of increasing the length or width of a space. Remember, however,

that mirrors will also draw attention to the items within the room,

efectively ‘doubling’ these, so this is a trick that works best in

uncluttered areas. In a less contemporary setting, a collection  

of vintage mirrors hung on a wall will have a similar efect.

U P H O L S T E R E D  H E A D B O A R D

PAGES 69 – 71

Every room needs a focal point and Joanne Tutton has

created one in her guest bedroom with an oversized

upholstered headboard. A simple way to update a tired

bedroom, the headboard is enjoying a revival. Available 

in many styles and shapes, from classic and contemporary to winged 

or curved, it can be upholstered in your own fabric to match other soft

furnishings in the room. Warm, luxurious fabrics such as velvet or wool

work particularly well. Deep or shallow buttoning is a look that’s currently

popular, especially with piped or studded detail. One practical option 

is to have a simple cover made with side ties, so it can be removed for

washing. For maximum impact, dress the bed, as Joanne has, by layering

up pillows and cushions that contrast with the headboard.  

P O c k E T  D O O R S

PAGES 34 – 39

To make maximum use of foor

space in their connecting reception

rooms, Andrea and Michael Murray

have installed a pocket door, which 

can be opened to enjoy views of the garden or shut for privacy.  

A pocket door is a sliding door that, when fully open, is hidden 

in a compartment or wall cavity in the adjacent wall. Pocket 

doors usually travel on rollers suspended from an overhead 

track, or tracks along the foor. One disadvantage of this type  

of door is that it involves hidden parts and hardware, which  

can be difcult to repair. Fixing a problem may require removing

the door and trim and opening up the wall.
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g e t  t h e  l o o k  |  2 5 bh

O U T D O O R  S E AT I N G  A R E A S

There’s nothing more enjoyable in summer than sitting outside in the sunshine. Whether you’re entertaining 

family and friends or simply relaxing with a book, take a look at these stylish ideas…

S U N  L O U N G E R S
PAGES 22 – 27

A secluded raised deck in Breda Cliford’s

pretty garden makes the perfect location

for a pair of stylish sun loungers. Smart red

cushions add a hit of colour and ensure that

guests can stretch out in comfort. Garden

furniture made from premium-quality 

timber, such as teak, is robust and solid, and will serve you for years  

to come. Not only does it blend beautifully into a natural setting,  

but it doesn’t absorb heat like metal furniture. Wood is also a stable

choice in windy weather, too. For an elegant and luxurious option 

try the Chesapeake lounger in solid teak (shown right), from £805,

Barlow Tyrie. It’s adjustable into four positions and has back wheels 

to make it easy to move around to follow that elusive sunshine. 

B E N c H - S T y L E 
D I N I N G  f U R N I T U R E
PAGES 46 – 49 

The Zachrisson family have created a

sunny decked area for alfresco dining,

with a chunky wooden table and bench-

style seating. A pretty tablecloth and

cushions add a homely touch. Above, 

a smart wooden table and matching benches provide a stylish

setting for informal outdoor entertaining. On the decked patio,  

a half-tiled wall gives the scene a distinctly Mediterranean feel.

The two benches tuck neatly beneath the table when not in use.

House wooden dining set, £499, John Lewis. 

v E R A N D A H  S E A T I N G
PAGES 96 – 100

Louise Duf and Greg Hulme have 

created a seamless extension of their 

home with a covered porch, which is a

stylish space for relaxing. When investing in

outdoor furniture, it should be comfortable,

hardwearing and easy to maintain. Like 

most things, you get what you pay for so invest in the best you can

aford. Teak is a long-lasting tropical hardwood that not only looks

smart but has a natural resistance to fungal and insect attack. It

weathers naturally to a mellow shade of silver-grey, to keep the wood

golden in tone, sand and apply teak oil once or twice a year. Create

your own tranquil retreat with the Garden Trading Chastleton day 

bed in reclaimed teak (shown below), £600, Occa-Home. 
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i N s P i R e D  s H O P P i N G

t i m e  P i e c e

PaGes 96 – 100

an oversized metal clock

adds a distinctive touch 

to louise duf and Greg

Hulme’s porch. this 

large Metal wall clock  

in antique brass, £59, 

Puji, is comparable.

b R i N G  t O  l i G H t

PaGes 85 – 88

sally Homan has ftted discreet wall

lights in her guest bedroom, which 

is an ideal solution for a small space.

emulate the look with this Grey and

copper wall light, £105, idyll Home.

c H i c  s t O R a G e 

PaGes 50 – 53

a vibrant chest of drawers creates an

eye-catching feature in Madeleine

dupont’s kitchen. for something

equally striking try the louis chest  

of drawers, £599, living it Up.

O N  t H e  s i D e

PaGes 69 – 71

sleek and contemporary, a white 

sideboard takes pride of place in the

tutton’s sitting room. Get a similar look 

with this cattelan tropez sideboard in a

matt lacquer fnish, £2,590, fishpools.

b R i G H t  i D e a

PaGes 114 – 116

the o’reillys have painted

their dining chairs in vibrant

shades. Update your own

chairs with these annie

sloan chalk paints in english

Yellow and aubusson Blue,

£18.95 for a litre.

f i N e  D i s P l a y 

PaGes 72 – 74

an artistic assortment of

pottery fts the mood perfectly

in Juliette Barrell and tim

crisp’s dining area. start a 

collection with the indie large

patterned vase, £22, Habitat.
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g e t  t h e  l o o k  |  2 5 bh

c l a s s i c
b e a u t y 
PaGes 46 – 49

elegant and timeless,

the matching

armchairs in the

Zachrissons’ family

room would work 

well in many schemes.

We like this lille

armchair in oatmeal

linen, £299,  

swoon editions.

t e a  t i m e
PaGes 80 – 82

if you admire the

charming accessories 

in céline lamour 

and Marc Pillonetto’s

kitchen, then try  

the falcon enamel

teapot, £20, Heal’s.

O N  t H e  t a b l e
PaGes 122 – 125

a zinc-top dining table is ideal for a

busy family and adds modern good

looks to the Milners’ dining area.

steal their style with this daddy

Zinc kitchen table, from £545, loaf.

s t O N e  f l O O R i N G

durable, practical and naturally beautiful, we take

a look at stone fooring options, from marble and

slate to travertine, sandstone and limestone.

5  O F  T H E  B E S T

Black riven Brazilian

slate, from £25.20sq m,

indigenous

Granada stone mosaic,

£1,560sq m, artistic tile 

at de ferranti

Pierre du Mont

limestone, £168sq m, 

Paris ceramics

carrara Gioia 

marble, £186.25sq m, 

stone age

Bespoke Vein cut

travertine, £950sq m,

lapicida
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t h e  p r o p e r t y  
Thatched cottage
L o c at i o n  County Wexford
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, three bedrooms
two bathrooms 
p U r c h a S e D  2003
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y
‘We lived in a modern house in
Dublin,’ says John.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i r i n g

 FeatUre PENNY CRAWFORD-COLLINS

photography PHILIP LAUTERBACH

John and Edith 
O’Reilly’s idyllic home
combines the best of

past and present

 E
dith and John O’Reilly loved holidaying
in County Wexford so much that they
eventually decided they would like
something a little more permanent.  

‘We both adore this part of Ireland, it’s full of
rural beauty with stunning beaches and lots of
wildlife,’ says John. ‘But we never thought
seriously about buying until we saw the cottage.’

The pair, who have four children, Sean,
Adam, Adele and Callan, weren’t looking for a
new home in earnest, but when they stumbled
across this picture-postcard property with  
its far-reaching coastal views, they were
immediately seduced. It may look as though it’s 

been part of the rural landscape for centuries,
but the cottage was knocked down and
completely rebuilt 20 years ago. ‘The previous
owners took the opportunity to extend the
property, enlarging the kitchen and adding 
an extra bedroom and bathroom,’ explains 
John. ‘Their approach to the rebuild was very 
sensitive, and they even wrote a book about 
their experience in the process.’ 

As a result, the cottage retains plenty of
character, with beautiful mature gardens and  
a pretty stream. Situated at the end of a quiet
country lane, just a hundred yards from a sandy
beach, it ticked all the boxes for family living so 

CHARMED 

LIFE

2 5 b h  |  i r i s h  t h a t c h e d  c o t t a g e
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K I T C H E N
 ‘We painted

the island and
limewashed the
units for a more

rustic look,’  
says John.

New White
estate eggshell,
£51 for 2.5 litres, 

Farrow & Ball

DEcorating TIP 
‘If you decide on an all-white

palette but want to inject some
colour, paint your furniture in bright
shades. This worked really well with

the dining chairs in the kitchen’

S I T T I N G  R O O M
The characterful mix of old and new
furniture includes the rocking chair
which was left by the previous owners.
Hicks & Hicks sells large metal 
lanterns, £85 each. Butterfy Garden 
rug, £1,366, Ceadogán Rugs

D I N I N G  A R E A
John and Edith found

the chairs locally
and gave them 

a coat of  paint.
For a similar table, 
try Sonoma Light 

dining table, £649, 
Marks & Spencer
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2 5 b h  |  i r i s h  t h a t c h e d  c o t t a g e

C H I L D R E N ’ S  R O O M
The loft-style bedroom is

perfect for the children, with
its quaint window and lime-

washed ceiling panels.
Wool cellular blanket £66, the

Wool company, is a close match

John, Edith and their children decamped
from their modern home in Dublin. 

Although the house didn’t require any
structural work, the couple decided to replace
the thatched roof. ‘Thatching a roof is a
costly job and we needed to do our research,’
explains John. ‘It’s such a specialist task and
we really wanted to get it right.’

The cottage has an endearingly quirky
layout, featuring a wooden staircase of 
the sitting room which leads to a loft-style
bedroom. Downstairs, a pretty bedroom  

with an open fre and en suite is tucked 
away beside the kitchen-diner. 

The kitchen, with its lime-washed
cabinets, has a traditional charm. ‘It’s not a
huge space,’ says John, ‘but the double-height
ceiling with roof lights makes it feel really
airy, while the large central island provides
plenty of workspace.’ Whitewashed walls,
exposed beams, natural stone, wooden foors
and tongue-and-groove doors exude a simple,
rustic atmosphere, while a combination of
new and secondhand pieces keeps the look 

casual. ‘We bought a lot of the furniture with
the house,’ explains John, ‘so we’ve ended up
with a mix of antique and modern styles.’ 

The family is so settled here that they
can’t imagine living anywhere else. Summer
days are spent on the beach before returning
home to open fres on chillier evenings. ‘The
cottage and the surrounding area have a calm
and spiritual feel,’ refects John. ‘We are all 
so pleased to have moved here. It’s a home
that we enjoy for its beauty and its unique
ability to restore and refresh.’ 

B AT H R O O M
‘We both love the traditional look in here,’ says John.

Wessex freestanding roll-top bath, £1,392, Heritage 
Bathrooms looks similar

M A S T E R  B E D R O O M
‘The bed was originally a four-poster. We
just cut the posts down,’ says John.
antique rose Bouquet duvet cover, £65,
cath kidston, would work well in this scheme

S I T T I N g  R O O M
Built-in shelving creates plenty of

display storage for books and games.
Pip Morning Glory cushion, £20.50, Pip
studio is comparable. Bower lambswool

throw, £49, avoca, has the same look
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FEATURE Alix BAtemAn

phoTogRAphy RAchAel Smith

time to 

nest
caitriona and shaun roy

found the ideal family

home for the next chapter 

in their lives and wasted

no time in creating a space

fusing comfort and style

d I N I N G  a R e a
Caitriona tinted the existing kitchen worktop to match

the dining table, tying both areas together.
tongue-and-groove panelling, 915 x 516mm, £9.29,
homebase. Jak grey dining chair, £60 each, habitat

H a L L
‘The built-in
shelving was 
one of the frst
features I loved
about the
house,’ says
Caitriona. 
Find similar-style
baskets, from £6,
at Prestige Wicker

K I T C H e N - d I N e R
The French poster adds a pop of colour to this neutral scheme.

Walls painted in lime White estate emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball.
Orangina print in eggshell confetti white frame, £104, Art.co.uk Weathered

oak stools, £145 each, cox & cox

2 5 bh  |  v i c t o r i a n  t e r r a c e
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 L
iving in a small fat and with plans to start a family,
Caitriona and Shaun Roy knew the time had come 
to begin searching for a new home. ‘Initially, we
considered knocking through to the fat above, which  

we also owned,’ says Caitriona, ‘but Shaun, an experienced
commercial property agent, thought it wouldn’t be fnancially
viable, so we decided to seek a larger property elsewhere.’
Viewing houses as far afeld as The Cotswolds, the couple
eventually decided that their neighbourhood in south-west
London, with its rich architecture and close proximity to leafy
parks for their dog Monty, was as good as anywhere. 

Luckily, before long a handsome Victorian terrace house 
in their local area caught their eye. ‘It was spot on in terms of
size and location,’ says Caitriona. ‘We also liked its wider than
average entrance hall and wonderful feel of space. In fact, we
instantly knew that it had the potential to be the capacious,
comfortable family home we were looking for.’ 

The house was in a tired but liveable state when they moved
in but infuenced by a break in the countryside, Caitriona set
about creating a relaxed look, combining weathered oak, log
baskets and big comfy sofas and armchairs. Hoping a baby
would be along soon, Caitriona wanted to create an interior
suited to their upcoming role as parents. ‘The decor in our last
fat was quite cutesy with forals and a strong retro vibe,’ she
recalls. ‘For our new home, I wanted a far more grown-up look.’ 

Recognising the powerful transformative efect of colour,
the couple painted the walls in tones of muted cream, blue and 

S I T T I N G  R O O M
Linen-upholstered furniture,

white wooden shutters and
eclectic accessories create an

elegant feel in this space. 
Grande black cotton large empire

lampshade, £80, habitat. the Black
wooden frame convex mirror, £102,  

Galaxy Stores, is a close match

T h E  p R o p E R T y  

A late-Victorian terraced house 
L o c AT i o n 

South-west london
R o o M S  hall, sitting room,
family room, kitchen-diner, four
bedrooms, three bathrooms
p U R c h A S E D  2012
p R E V i o U S  p R o p E R T y 
‘We used to live in a fat nearby,’
says caitriona.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i R i n g

Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter
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green for a subtle, soothing look. Layered textures, such as linen
upholstery, velvet cushions and woollen throws brought each
room together seamlessly. Aiming for a relaxed and lived-in
feel, Caitriona strived to forge a style that would give the
impression of having evolved over time, rather than being
contrived. ‘I like an element of luxury, but tempered  
with individual, homely touches,’ she explains.  

To further enhance her low-key but discerning approach,
Caitriona married antique and traditional furnishings with
eye-catching accessories. For instance, in the sitting room,
mercury glass vases sit alongside dark wood and brass
collectibles, while wooden fooring lends a warm ambience – 
as well as being a practical choice for a family home. 

Downstairs, black-burnished fre surrounds and gilded
frames create contrast and prevent the neutral tones from
becoming indistinct, while the bedrooms resonate Scandi chic.
Feminine but not overly girlie pieces unite gentle chalky tones
with carefully selected Victorian and Edwardian furniture from
the couple’s forays to reclamations yards and antiques fairs.  
‘If you choose interesting, timeless pieces you can build whole
room schemes around them,’ advises Caitriona.

The resulting atmosphere has the charm of a country
boutique hotel. The interior exudes a characterful aesthetic 
that is perfectly suited to a couple embarking on family life.
With the arrival of baby Finn, the home produced with so 
much love, care and stylish fair now fulfls its role to a tee. 
‘It’s all come together perfectly,’ smiles Caitriona.  

d e s i g n  t i p  
‘Buying vintage furniture guarantees
more character – and it’s cheaper!’

g u e s t  B e D R O O M
‘A spare room is ideal for

being a bit braver with 
the choice of decor,’

says Caitriona. 
New England mirror in grey,

£240, Brissi. Flynn armchair in
Biscuit Beige, £129, Made.com

B At H R O O M
A roll-top tub and
monochrome tiles
lend a classic look.

Cambridge bath, £399,
Bathstore, is similar

g u e s t 
B e D R O O M
Here, understated
elegance is key.
Marie headboard,
£325, Loaf

F i n n ’ s  n u R s e R Y
scandi style inspired this

room, with a vibrant print
adding a playful touch.
Apple print (unframed),  

from £16.99; white cotton
bunting, from £10, both  

Notonthehighstreet.com

Fo r s to C k i s t d E tA iL s g o to pag e 147 
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2 5 bh  |  c o u n t r y  f a r m h o u s e

t h e  p r o p e r t y  
Stone farmhouse and barn 
L o c at i o n  West Yorkshire
r o o M S  Hall, sitting room,
dining room, kitchen/diner, snug,
back hall/boot room, study,
cloakroom, four bedrooms (three
en suite), playroom, bathroom
p U r c h a S e D  2013
p r e V i o U S  p r o p e r t y
‘Before moving here we lived in  
a barn, which we renovated,’ says
Melanie, ‘but we grew out of it.’

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i r i n g

Rapid 

Response
Melanie and Jamie Milner gave themselves a tight deadline 

to turn an old farmhouse from so-so to stunning

FeatUre JUDI GOODWIN  |  photography TIM IMRIE/ABODE

S i t t i n g  r o o m 
neutral-coloured sofas in diferent textures  

have been mixed and matched for a relaxed feel.
Lansdowne sofa, £3,995, Duresta, covered in Kelburn Check in 

Old Blue, £92m, Colefax and Fowler. Large stools, £770 each, 
Harpers Interiors. Josephine reading chairs, £2,600 each,

Zofany, covered in Blakeney Slate, £72m, Colefax and Fowler. 
Console table, £1,191, Jan Cavelle 
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 A
fter six years in their renovated 
barn, Melanie and Jamie Milner
wanted more space and a garden
for their two children, Harriet,  

who is now 14, and Joe, six. The 17th-century
farmhouse with an attached barn they found
in a small West Yorkshire village was ideal.  
It was in good condition, but the couple really
wanted to put their own stamp on the place.
Understandably, though, they didn’t relish
the idea of living there surrounded by
decorators, so they gave themselves a fve-
month deadline to transform the entire house
before the move – no small task, considering
it has four bedrooms, four bathrooms and  
a sitting room and snug. They also planned to 

convert the two garages into a gym and a
study for Jamie, who is a company director. 

‘We had a very clear idea of what we
wanted,’ says Melanie. ‘And we were very
lucky to be able to aford to take on all the
work at once.’ Their last home was modern
and minimalist, but the couple wanted a
more comfortable, classic style with a modern
twist, and looked to their favourite hotel on
the shores of Loch Lomond for inspiration.

The Milners already knew some 
reliable local tradesmen who had helped
them renovate their previous home, and they 
had worked with interior designer Michael
Metcalfe of Harpers Interiors, so they had  
a good workforce on board. But there was 

1  d i n i n g  a r e a
Furniture brought from their 
previous home adds a modern 
touch to the traditional setting.
For a similar bespoke table, try Tom
Faulkner. Vitra Eames DSW chairs, 
£328, Utility. Walls painted in Stone fat
emulsion, £39 for 2.5 litres, Zofany

2  K i t c h e n
the painted Pippy oak cabinetry was
installed by the previous owners.
VBK720 double Belfast sink, £522,
Franke. Aga S Series Six-Four in  
Black, £4,095, Bower & Child

21
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Design advice ‘Choose your workforce with care. Ask around for recommendations or stick with
local people you’ve used before. Finding tradesmen on the internet is not always the best way’

masTer bedroom
Purple touches add

vibrant contrast.
chaise upholstered in
two shades of Papilio, 

£76.50m; reversible
throw in soumak, £69m,

both osborne & little. 
cow wall lights, £600

each, Porta romana 

b aT h r o o m 
The copper bath is 
a luxurious touch.
Babylon copper bath,
£5,700, fired earth. 
for a similar chair, try
sellingantiques.co.uk

s T u d y 
Jamie’s ofce is masculine,
classic and comfortable.
tartan chairs, £1,192 each,
Harpers interiors, covered
in lomond tartan, £98m,
osborne & little
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defnitely no time for a room-by room-
approach – at planning meetings with
Michael, they would discuss several rooms at
once and make choices at breakneck speed.
‘Jamie likes to make quick decisions and act
immediately. I’m more of a thinker,’ admits
Melanie. ‘So at the time it felt risky, but
Michael kept us on track and it was fun.’ 

Initially, the farmhouse and barn had
been two separate properties, built at right
angles to each other. The previous owners
had joined them together by adding an
extension to create an L shape. This fairly
recent addition has now become an elegant
dining room that leads into the sitting room
through double doors. The neutral colours
are compatible – soft grey in the dining room 

and mushroom in the sitting room – and
were inspired by the large stone freplace.

By the time the family moved in last 
year, the house was virtually complete, bar  
a few fnishing touches. But despite the rush,
there is nothing the couple would have done
diferently. ‘We both really enjoyed the
process because we like design,’ says Jamie. 
‘If you take on a big project, you’ve got to 
love it and throw yourself into it and then
have faith in the decisions you’ve made.’

All the family are thrilled with the  
new home. ‘It’s turned out better than we
ever imagined,’ says Jamie. ‘The open-plan
arrangement of our last place wasn’t ideal for
our family’s lifestyle. This is a cosier and calmer 
house, and we feel so much more relaxed.’ 

1  d r e s s i n g  r o o m 
This space adjoining the master
bedroom conceals ample storage.
louis Ghost chair in crystal, £223,
Philippe starck for kartell at John lewis

2  J o e ’ s  b e d r o o m
The couple’s son chose his own bunk
bed, which includes a pull-out desk.
Noah bunk bed, £1,145, feather & Black.
stars and stripe rug, £95, aspace 

3  m a s T e r  e n  s u i T e 
Twin basins mean there’s no battle 
to get in the bathroom frst.
eclipse basins, £550 each, fired earth

4  g u e s T  b e d r o o m
overnight visitors are treated 
to a sumptuous setting.
coriander bed in nickel fnish, 
£2,995, and so to Bed

2

3 4

1
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FEATURE KAREN JENSEN-JONES  |  PHOTOGRAPHY LIVING INSIDE /CLAUDE SMEKENS

In the hands of avid collector Max Schilte, an ancient
farmhouse has been brought back to life

cool, calm 
& collected

T H E  P R O P E R T Y Renovated
farmhouse built in the 1700s
L O c AT i O n  Sluis, Netherlands
R O O M S  Sitting room, garden
room, kitchen/breakfast room,
study, two bedrooms, dressing
room, two bathrooms
P U R c H A S E D  2012
P R E v i O U S  P R O P E R T Y    
‘I lived in a similar farmhouse in  
a nearby village,’ says Max.

h o m e  t r u t h s

U n i q U E

S T U D Y 
‘I love the vibrancy of the blue wall, which

provides a colourful backdrop for the
artwork I’ve collected,’ says Max.

Andaman Sea matt emulsion, £34 for  
2.5 litres, Fired Earth, is a similar shade
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N
estled in the countryside, not far from the sea 
in a small market town in the Netherlands, sits
the charming and colourful home of interior
designer Max Schilte. With a busy work 

schedule, Max and his late partner Harry craved a peaceful
bolthole where they could unwind from work. ‘We were both
very busy and longed for somewhere quiet to rest and relax,’
says Max. ‘When we found this house in a small town steeped
in history, we knew it was just right. Even though it needed  
a lot of work, its blissful location close to the sea and
surrounded by countryside made it the perfect home.’

Renovating the simple farmhouse was a welcome labour of
love. ‘It was very dated, but we wanted to respect the original
features and the integrity of the house,’ explains Max. ‘So we
extended it thoughtfully with the original shape in mind. It
was particularly important to make the most of the views as we
loved to watch the changing seasons and landscape.’ Max took
charge of the interiors, a job that’s not only his profession, but
also his great passion in life. ‘I have a never-ending urge to
arrange and rearrange my surroundings,’ he admits. ‘This 

house is bursting with vibrant colour and precious objects,
which give me so much positive energy.’

As an avid collector of beautiful items for his home and 
for his clients, Max has amassed a remarkable set of pieces
from around the globe. ‘This house calls for a cosy decor and
for me that includes my collections,’ he explains. ‘I like to
think in terms of colour, and fnding the exact hue often
requires an intense search, but it really can make all the
diference to the way a room looks and feels.’

Despite his love of beautiful objects, especially his old
pottery from Provence and Umbria, Max doesn’t believe 
that you need to spend a lot of money on furnishings and
accessories. ‘Many of the pieces in my home are not high-end,
but they’re the right combination when put together with
everything else. What matters when planning a new interior 
is to base it around a few pieces you really like,’ he advises. 

Although Max always has itchy fngers to start new
projects, he’s not planning to move any time soon. Not long
after they came to this house, nearly two years ago, Max’s
partner sadly passed away, but the house and its contents have 
brought great comfort to him. ‘I’ve realised that sentimental
possessions and memories are the most important part of a
home,’ he refects. ‘And I’m hoping to add a few more along 
the way. Things don’t stay still for too long in this house.’

f a v o u r i t e  r o o m  ‘I don’t  
have one favourite room, but what  

I do love are the amazing views,
which are all diferent depending  

on which room you are in’

G A r d e n  r o o M
the rustic furniture and neutral blind 
are enlivened with Max’s pottery.
Blind fabric in Highland Natural, 
£39.50m, ian Mankin, has a similar look. 
Jim lawrence sells the dunhill lantern, 
£188, which will recreate this look
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k i t c h e n
‘Blue is my favourite colour

and i love the elegance of toile
wallpaper,’ says Max.

Pillemont toile wallpaper, £45.95 
per roll, Sanderson, is a close match

fo r S to c k i S t d e ta il S g o to pag e 147

B At h r o o M
even in this room, 
Max has carefully 
arranged a striking
display of objects.
ronda countertop sinks,
£99 each, Victoria
Plumb, are similar

M A S t e r  B e d r o o M
the cool interior provides a sharp

contrast to the other vibrant rooms.
austen bedspread, £200, the White

company, would work well in this scheme

S i t t i n G  r o o M
‘don’t be afraid to experiment 
with colour and new 
arrangements,’ says Max.
B&B italia Beverly folding armchair,
£3,270, chaplins, is comparable 
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T H E  P R O P E R T Y  Early
Georgian terraced house 
L O C AT I O N  York
R O O M S  Sitting room, kitchen-
diner, utility room, cellar, four
bedrooms, two bathrooms
P U R C H A S E D  2013
P R E V I O U S  P R O P E R T Y
‘We also live in a stone farmhouse
on the Yorkshire Moors,’ says Jane.

h o m e  t r u t h s

I N S P I R I N g

SITTING room
French-inspired linen-
covered sofas and antique
tables create a stylish look.
Petworth striped linen  
sofa, £1,026, Sofas & Stuf. 
Fox handmade cushion,
£76.99, Peter Silk of 
Helmsley. York taupe rug, 
£79, Rugs of the World

2 5 b h  |  g e o r g i a n  t e r r a c e

Out of the blue

Tucked away in the shadow 
of majestic York minster, 
Jane and Stephen Cain’s
Georgian terrace is a little
more modest in scale than 
the ancient cathedral, but  

it’s certainly no wallfower. Immaculately
restored and full of personal touches, it’s an
ideal base for the pair and their two children
Christian, 13, and maisie, 11, when they crave
a city escape from their country farmhouse.

Having recently sold their business, Jane
and Stephen were looking for a project they
could throw themselves into, and it was while
they were strolling along an elegant mews just
a stone’s throw from the cathedral that
Stephen spotted a for sale sign outside this 

Grade II-listed fat-fronted terrace. The
couple wasted no time in viewing the
property, and knew it was right as soon as
they stepped across the threshold. ‘The house
was so charming,’ says Jane. ‘It was once
owned by the church and needed a little
attention, but we both have strong
connections to York minster as our children
attend the minster school, so we already felt
that we’d formed a sentimental attachment
to both the house and the area.’

The couple couldn’t make any structural
alterations to the listed house, but they were
allowed to overhaul it decor-wise. First the
family tackled the unloved kitchen, installing
new units and worktops. ‘The house had only
had one private owner in its history and we 

Jane and Stephen Cain discovered a Georgian terrace in saintly surroundings

FEATURE SUZANNE WEBSTER  |  PHOTOgRAPHY JEREMY PHILLIPS
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KITCHEN-dINEr

The simple curved units work  
well in this angular room. 

Shaker cream cabinetry, £3,345 for a
seven-unit run, Magnet. Hay Coolie pendant

lights, £90 each, Fritz Fryer 

UTILITY room

The double butler 
sink, installed by 

the previous owner, is
practical and charming. 

Shaws Classic Shaker
900 sink, £599, has 

a similar look

dINING arEa

The French farmhouse table
and painted bench are

perfect for entertaining.
Bench and walls painted in

Parma Gray estate emulsion,
£36 per 2.5 litres, Farrow &

Ball. Notonthehighstreet sells
similar wall clocks, £39

0123456789

93BEH14JUL235.pgs  09.05.2014  14:50    



Guest
BeDROOM
The antique display
cabinet is an
elegant addition.
Antique tall chest
bought from
Thomlinsons
Antiques. The
French House sells
antique display
cabinets

wanted to preserve as many of the features as
we could, such as the butler sink in the utility
room,’ says Jane. Characterful additions were
made in the form of ecclesiastical furniture 
to reference the building’s past, including  
a church pew and a lectern. stephen also
bought a minster stone at auction, currently 

displayed on the sitting room wall as a
reminder of the strong connection between
the terrace and its neighbouring cathedral.

the renovation took the family a little
longer than they had anticipated. ‘there were
a few unexpected niggles along the way,’
recalls Jane. ‘At one point, we were having 

new lighting installed at the top of the house,
only to discover that there was an unusual
amount of daylight coming through the roof
and several ridge tiles were broken.’

Having navigated the pitfalls, the couple
turned their attention to the more pleasant
task of furnishing their new home. they 

BAtHROOM
Large grey tiles create

an impact in this
simple scheme.

Jewel tiles, £39sq m, 
 Topps Tiles, would
create a similar look

Guest
BeDROOM

Jane has added pops
of bright colour to the

neutral background.
Brigitte Herrod vintage

heart button canvas, 
£185, rockett st George.

Jelly Bean Mint choc rug, 
£195, rugs of the World

2 5 b h  |  g e o r g i a n  t e r r a c e
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Guest
BeDROOM
A mixture of  woollen
throws and striped 
linen ticking creates  
a pretty, layered look.
Wool checked throw, 
£22, Delightful Living.
Larsson Antique French
Grey bedside table, 
£295, Neptune

Fo r s To c k i s T D e TA iL s g o to pag e 147 

opted for a palette of muted Farrow & Ball
tones, which set the scene for a collection of
antique chairs, tables and armoires, many  
of them with a touching history. ‘We found a
letter in the top of a wardrobe, revealing that
it had been bought by the owner’s father, a
ship’s captain, in 1906,’ says Jane. In another 

chest of drawers, the couple unearthed a
sticker with the original owner’s request that
it be passed on to her daughter. ‘We’ve found
ourselves custodians of these pieces now,
which is quite remarkable,’ says stephen. 

With the work now complete, the family
spend much of their time here, and when 

they can’t, they are happy to let it out. But
with its special history, it looks set to 
become a family treasure. ‘Its position is  
so atmospheric,’ refects stephen. ‘We feel 
very blessed to have taken on this house 
and look forward to our children continuing
to grow up in this unique place.’

Guest
BeDROOM
Jane has created an
intimate dressing table
with a selection of
antique bottles.  
For a similar lamp, try 
Love Light, £69.50 

MAsteR BeDROOM
A mix of cool greys and pale blue

create a relaxing haven. 
Walls painted in skylight matt emulsion,

£32.50 per 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Brick Lane
headboard, from £327, sofas & stuf. The White 

company’s clarence silk quilt, £275, is similar 

FAVOURITE SHOP ‘Peter Silk of Helmsley. I love the fact that you can arrive at the shop with
a vague idea for a piece of upholstered furniture and Peter will turn it into a reality’

0123456789
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hall/
dining room

The couple opened up the
entrance hall and original

dining room to create a
bright, open-plan space.
Oak Plank fooring, £60m, 

Hargreaves Reclaimed
Flooring, is similar to the  

boards shown here

t h e  p r o p e r t y 
Converted 16th-century  
stable block
L o c at i o n  Glasgow
r o o M S  Hall/dining room,
open-plan kitchen/sitting 
room, drawing room, den, three
bedrooms, three bathrooms 
(two en suite), studio
p u r c h a S e d  2008
p r e V i o u S  p r o p e r t y 
‘We lived in a townhouse in
Glasgow’s West End,’ says Nikky.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i r i n g

 Feature MAIRI MACDONAlD  |  photography DOuGlAS GIbb

Natural mix

Kitchen  
 This simple scheme is ofset

beautifully by dark wooden
fooring and a large, abstract 

oil painting by Nikky. 
Pronorm Vida high-gloss kitchen,

£25,000, Cameron Interiors. london
bar stool, £69.99 each, bar Stools 
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Sitting area
Splashes of deep pink are tempered

by slate greys and natural timber.
Melee lampshade, £80; Small Petal

Ecstasy cushion, £27.50, both Nikky
d’Aguilar Designs. For a similar sofa, 
£2,000, try Velvet Shades Interiors

inspired by the countryside, nikky d’aguilar flled her family
home with beautiful botanical prints and vibrant colours

W
hen artist nikky d’aguilar and her husband,
Jonathan, frst saw this converted stable block
overlooking a loch and surrounded by lush
greenery, they were struck by its idyllic setting.

‘We both wanted to live in the country and to work from home,’ 
explains nikky. ‘i needed a studio and Jonathan needed an ofce, 
as we were launching our company, which prints my paintings onto
fabric to make scarves, bags and home accessories.’

But with two teenage daughters, molly, 19, and ella, 17, the couple
were concerned about living somewhere too remote. ‘Fortunately, this
property is a mere 20-minute car journey from glasgow’s West end,’
says nikky. ‘Plus, it didn’t need masses of work as it had already been
beautifully converted in the 1970s by its former owner, who was an 

architect.’ however, despite its sympathetic renovations, the
16th-century building was in need of modernisation. ‘the layout
simply didn’t work for a family with teenage children,’ explains nikky.
‘one bathroom served all three bedrooms, while one bedroom was
accessed through another. Plus, the kitchen was a galley at the back  
of the house. Still, we knew it had enormous potential.’ 

having moved from a traditional Victorian townhouse with large,
symmetrical rooms, nikky and Jonathan had to think very carefully
about the changes needed to ensure their new home would work for
them. ‘We wanted to make the house more suitable for modern
living,’ says nikky. ‘But our main objective was to link the inside and
outside areas. it was also essential that we retained the quirkiness of
the original building,’ she adds. With this in mind, the d’aguilars 

f o r m e r  s t a b l e s  |  2 5 b h

Sitting area
Keeping frewood in a built-in
storage area near the hearth 

is practical and adds ambience.
The Double Rattan Armchair, £749,
lockstock & barrel, is similar in style

0123456789012345678901234567890123456789

93BEH14JUL189.pgs  02.05.2014  10:16    



extended the galley kitchen into an open-plan sitting area, therefore
creating the bright, spacious ‘inside-outside’ living area they craved.
They also replaced the old windows with an expansive wall of glass,
which opened out onto the garden to fully maximise the wonderful
natural light and spectacular views of the loch and beyond. 

Upstairs, the rooms were reorganised to provide a master
bedroom with a dressing room. ‘We also added an en suite above the
original part of the stable block, says Nikky. ‘While at the other end
of the house, we created a separate space for Molly and Ella, with  
a bedroom each (one en suite), a bathroom and a cosy den.’ Back
downstairs in the kitchen, Nikky chose simple, modern all-white
cabinetry, keeping the focus on the amazing panorama outside.
Meanwhile, in the oldest part of the house – the unusual hexagonal 

drawing room with its huge freplace and seven windows – she chose 
a strong olive green hue for the walls, creating maximum impact and
ofsetting the couple’s furniture and paintings beautifully. ‘It creates 
a wonderful intimate atmposphere, especially at night,’ she says.  

Peppered throughout each room are pieces of Nikky’s work. An
oil painting inspired by spring snowdrops hangs in the dining room,
while a dramatic seascape divides the kitchen from the sitting area.
Every corner is enlivened by accessories featuring her colourful prints.

‘As an artist, I’ve found this house and its exquisite setting a
constant source of inspiration,’ refects Nikky. ‘But living here works
for the whole family. Our daughters love this house, and Jonathan
and I enjoy working together from home. We have meetings over  
a cup of tea while looking out over our gorgeous garden. It’s idyllic.’  

drAWINg rOOM
Rich colours and luxurious furnishings
lend an understated opulence. 
The Browning sofa, from £2,499, Sofa
Workshop; Castle Meadow acrylic eggshell
paint, £49.50 for 2.5 litres, Fired Earth,  
will suit this space. For a similar antique
rug, from £1,200, try RL Rose

EllA’s
BEdrOOM

Vibrant pink walls add
a pretty, modern vibe. 
Hibiscus Pink emulsion
paint, £16 for 1.25 litres, 

Habitat at Homebase

drEssINg rOOM.
The ftted cupboards were

made by a local joiner. 
INFO T/C...
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Favourite feature ‘What I love most about this house is the hexagonal drawing room.
Although it has six sides, it has seven windows all looking out over a diferent view’

MAsTEr
BEdrOOM

A large
wallhanging
from South 

Africa 
is an eye-

catching focal
point. 

The Palais bed,
£4,850, And So

to Bed, is a
comparable style
to the one shown

here. The
Heathfeld & Co 

Opera 3-ball
table lamp, £460, 

Occa-Home is
close match to 

Nikky’s

BAThrOOM 
A beautiful antique oak kitchen
dresser has been transformed into 
a double-sink unit with a marble top.
For a similar roll-top bath, from £299, 
try Victoria Plumb 

f o r m e r  s t a b l e s  |  2 5 b h
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‘There’s a current trend towards  
blurring the boundary between inside  
and out. Large sliding glazing and
continuous fooring from interior to
exterior helps create this clean look’ 

e x p e r t  e y e

Max BaBBé, director, soup 

i n s i g h t
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If you’re thinking of extending a

period home, there are several

options available, including

building an addition that uses

similar materials to the existing

property. But executed properly,

a pared-back modern extension

can add real wow factor. Using

plenty of glass to create a 

box shape has the advantage 

of being visually lightweight, 

so that the extension

complements the period

building rather than being in 

competition with it. A modern

look such as the d’Aguilar’s

suggests that a home has

evolved organically over time.

An extension like this serves as

a great linking device between

two properties, or wings. But 

it can look just as good to the

rear of a smaller period terrace,

providing its scale is kept in

check – additions like this are

great for extending existing

layouts, such as kitchen  

and dining rooms.

O N  t H e  r I S e

01234567890123456789

If you aim to blend a new building with old, as  

the d’Aguilars did, consider these points frst

Creating a 
contemporary  
extension

A
striking minimalist glass box unites two wings of  

the d’Aguilar’s 16th century home, formerly a stable,

making a bold architectural statement in the process.

Blending old and new in this way has a mutually 

rejuvenating efect, but to make it work, you’ll need to carefully

consider scale, proportion and material.

p r A C t I C A L I t I e S

Check whether you’ll need to apply for planning permission,

bearing in mind that some extensions can be built under

permitted Development, including those that do not cover

more than 50% of the original garden area and as long as your

property is not listed or part of a conservation area. two-storey

extensions will always require permission. A rule of thumb is

that a well-designed modern extension will often be preferred

to a pastiche design. Consider too that english Heritage will

also need to be consulted alongside the local planning authority

when proposing alterations or extensions to Grade I or Grade II*

properties. It often favours modern extensions that appear  

as separate elements to the existing house. 

● rOyAL tOWN pLANNING

INStItUte

020 7929 9494, rtpi.org.uk.

The Planning Aid advice line

ofers up to 15 minutes of free 

planning advice to callers.

● rOyAL INStItUte OF

BrItISH ArCHIteCtS

020 7580 5533, architecture.com

The UK’s professional body,

ofering extensive information to 

homeowners and self-builders.

● BeLSIZe ArCHIteCtS

020 7482 4420,

belsizearchitects.com.

Award-winning architectural

practice, specialising in  

modern extensions.

A D D r e S S  B O O k

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e …
● ‘A modern extension works well if it

complements the character of the adjacent

original house. the most successful additions

encourage this dialogue between old and new.

● Think carefully about how you would like to use

the new space from the outset. Be prepared to

develop the brief with an architect to iron out all 

the relevant issues, ensuring that the space is being used to its best

potential. A good brief is everything.

● It’s often productive to put traditional and contemporary

materials together, if the surroundings support this. Context  

is an important consideration when selecting materials – what

works well in one location may not work in others.’

shahRiaR nassER, director, belsize architects
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FEATURE Ruth CoRbett  |  phoTogRAphy RaChael Smith

T h E  p R o p E R T y 
edwardian villa
L o c AT i o n  North london
R o o M S  hall, sitting room,
dining room, kitchen, utility 
room, study, six bedrooms,  
two bathrooms
p U R c h A S E d  2012
p R E V i o U S  p R o p E R T y 
‘We lived in a house in the South
of France for six years before
moving here in 2011,’ says lisa.

h o m e  t r u t h s

i n S p i R i n g

a Bold  

approach
The prospect of converting three fats

back into an elegant family home held
no fear for  Lisa Thornton-Allan

e d w a r d i a n  v i l l a  |  2 5 bh

S I T T I N G  R O O M
Originally a dining room, the
classic, cream room looks
vibrant with sophisticated 
black detailing.
Saltire wooden side table,
£199, oka. buttress six-arm
black chandelier, £195;
Claridges table lamp, £199,
both the French bedroom
Company, are a good match 
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Lisa Thornton-Allan, her
husband Paul and their
three children, Josh, 20,
Joseph, 18, and Louis, 15,
had lived in the South of
France for six years before 

returning to Britain and settling in a
leafy north London enclave. Lisa, an
interior designer, felt that the city would
be the perfect place to grow her client
base, as well as being a great environment
for her teenage boys to continue their
education. ‘We loved that the area was 

very family friendly and the fact that
there’s so much open space nearby,’ 
she explains. ‘There’s a real feeling of
community about the area and it’s been
exciting to become a part of it.’ 

The Edwardian villa was the frst
house the couple looked at when they
arrived. It had been converted into three
fats and needed a lot of work to turn it
back into a family home. ‘Having just
completed a major renovation project  
in France, we weren’t keen to take on
another one, especially as it was slightly 

i n s p i r a t i o n   ‘I’m a chandelier freak so there’s one in every room. We’ve picked          

1  H A L L
Lisa researched specialist suppliers  

to fnd appropriate glazed tiles to
frame the original freplace.

Similar Italian glass chandelier, £395, Graham
and Green. Blue replica tiles, £4.62 per tile, 

Victorian Ceramics. Framed black-and-white
photograph by Paul Thornton-Allan

2  D I N I N G  R O O M
Repositioned at the back of the house, the

dining room is flled with light and the
chandelier makes a stunning focal point. 

Metropolis extendable dining table, 
£6,480, Justin Van Breda. Flynn Scoop  

Back chairs, £129, Made

1 2
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e d w a r d i a n  v i l l a  |  2 5 b h

above our budget, so we continued to 
look at other properties,’ says Lisa. ‘But
this place was always at the back of our
mind.’ Eventually, Lisa and Paul decided
to buy the place, after which they spent
an uncomfortable 18 months living with
the builders while they transformed the
property into an elegant home.

The couple loved the large rooms 
and high ceilings and knew that there was
plenty of scope for improvement. Various
staircases led to diferent fats and to a
main downstairs kitchen that was too 

small for the scale of the space. Without
an obvious solution to the kitchen design,
Lisa decided to start of at the top and
work her way down, focusing on
bedrooms and bathrooms frst. ‘By the
time we’d got halfway down the house,
I’d come up with a plan,’ she explains. 

In her professional life Lisa spends a
lot of time thinking about kitchens. She
often collaborates with designer Charlie
Smallbone, creating bespoke kitchens 
for many of her clients’ homes, so it’s not
surprising that she wanted her own to be 

them up from our travels, and they act as reminders of the diferent trips we’ve enjoyed’ 

3  K I T C H E N
Polished parquet fooring and bespoke
furniture create a sophisticated look.
Bespoke Lateral kitchen, £65,000, Rock  
& Bone. Built-in Wolf single electric oven,
£4,600, John Lewis. Velvet-covered Albert bar
stools, £770 each, The Sofa & Chair Company.
Walls painted in Cornforth White estate
emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 

3

0123456789

2 5 b h J u Ly 20 14  |  143

0123456789

93BEH14JUL192.pgs  09.05.2014  14:34    



d e s i g n  t i p  ‘Black adds a feeling of elegance. People tend to shy away from it, but 

truly special. ‘I realised that the sitting
room at the back of the house would
make a perfect kitchen. So after taking
out the chimney breast minimise its 
size, we installed double doors from the
entrance hall, and French windows and 
a Juliet balcony at the far end, which 
gives the impression that you could walk
out into the garden,’ says Lisa. 

Everything in this elegant and highly
practical kitchen has been meticulously
planned. ‘I spent a lot of time with
Charlie discussing the ergonomics and 

the special idiosyncrasies that make a
kitchen a personal space. He takes a very
holistic approach, focusing on whether
you’re a serious cook, or you like to
entertain – basically whatever works 
best for you and your cooking style.’ 

To this end, the positioning and
fnish to every cupboard, drawer and
surface has been mulled over endlessly 
to ensure the best results. ‘I wanted a
slightly 1920s vibe, so we added glass
shelves and a mottled antique mirror to
refect that,’ says Lisa. On the practical 

1  M a s t e r  b at h r o o M
Lisa found an old console table in
a French brocante, topped it with 

marble and ftted it with a basin
to create an elegant  vanity unit.

roman Blind made in francesco Jacquard 
fabric, £102m, colefax and fowler

2  M a s t e r  b e D r o o M
two rooms were knocked into one to 

create a sumptuous bedroom suite. 
Walls painted in Basswood matt

emulsion, £34 for 2.5 litres, fired earth. 
Huxley table lamp, £350, andrew Martin

 is similar. Bespoke headboard by 
thornton-allan interiors 

21
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e d w a r d i a n  v i l l a  |  2 5 b h

you can paint entire rooms in black as long as there’s enough light coming in’ 

side, Paul also had invaluable input,
coming up with the idea of a cofered
ceiling to hide all the electrics as well as
the extractor. ‘It’s nice not to have a bulky
extractor hanging over the island, and the
cost was minimal,’ says Lisa. ‘The planning
ofcer was so impressed, he said he was
going to pinch the idea for other projects!’

Lisa believes that a good sense of fow
is an essential aspect of designing a home.
This is particularly evident on the ground
foor, where the kitchen, hall, dining and
living rooms have all been cleverly 

repositioned. ‘We wanted the sitting
room to be elegant but comfortable,’ she
says. ‘As our children are now older, we
felt confdent that we could go cream.’ 

Light and relaxing throughout, with
dark wood foors and a classic scheme that
nods to the style of the 1920s Gatsby era,
the interior has a contemporary look with
safari-print accessories, modern lighting
and black detailing. The fnished result is
a home that’s a ftting testament to the
many hours of love and attention that
Lisa Thornton-Allen has lavished on it. 

3  b at h r o o M 
Cream metro wall tiles and minimal fttings
lend a cool, sleek art-Deco look.
fired earth sells similar retro Metro tiles, 
£75sq m. radial stainless steel corner cabinet,
£99, Victoria Plumb, is comparable

4  J o s e p h ’ s  b e D r o o M
Lisa chose a masculine, gentleman’s club feel. 
ralph lauren Home club stripe charcoal
oxford pillowcases, £55 per pair, amara. ralph
lauren Home spalding stripe in black and
white, £47 per roll, Wallpaper direct. for  
a similar cowhide rug, try city cows, £299

43
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A   Alistair Mackintosh  
0121 784 6800,  

alistairmackintosh.co.uk 
Amara 0800 587 7645,  
amara.com 
And So To Bed 0808 144 4343, 
andsotobed.co.uk 
Andrew Martin 020 7225 5100,
andrewmartin.co.uk 
Annie Sloan 01865 247296,
anniesloan.com 
Antiques Atlas 0161 613 5714, 
antiques-atlas.com 
Aram 020 7557 7557, aram.co.uk
Argos 0845 640 2020, argos.co.uk
Art.co.uk  
Aspace 0845 872 2400, aspace.co.uk 
Aston Matthews 020 7226 7220,
astonmatthews.co.uk 
Astro 01279 427001, 
astrolighting.co.uk 
Atlantic Shopping 0121 230 1644, 
atlanticshopping.co.uk 
Avoca 00 353 1274 6900, avoca.ie

BB&Q 0845 609 6688, diy.com
Barlow Tyrie 01376 557600,  

teak.com   
Barker & Stonehouse 0333 920 6141,
barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 
Bar Stools 0845 519 1628,  
barstools.co.uk   
Bathstore 0800 023 2323, 
bathstore.com 
BC Designs 01206 827100, 
bcdesigns.co.uk 
Bower & Child 01484 425416, 
bowerandchild.com 
Brissi 0207 229 2323, brissi.com 
Bronte by Moon 08707 437410,
brontebydesign.co.uk

CCA Design 00 353 1 514 3540,  
cadesign.ie 

Ceadogán Rugs 00 353 051 561349,
ceadoganrugs.ie 
Calligaris 00 353 1 297 3064,  
calligaris.com 
Cameron Interiors 0141 334 9532,
cameroninteriors.co.uk 
Campbell Watson 0121 711 4675, 
campbellwatson.co.uk 
Catherine Hastings 020 8460 3893,
catherinehastings.com 
Cath Kidston 0845 026 2440,
cathkidston.com 
Charles Grace 08448 040298,
charlesgraceinteriors.co.uk
Chaplins 020 7352 6195,  
chaplins.co.uk 
Chart Interiors 01342 326659, 
chartinteriors.com 
City Cows 020 7099 6616,  
citycows.co.uk 
Clarence House 0800 221 4704,
clarencehouse.com 
Classical Baths 0113 236 0214,
classicalbaths.co.uk 
Cole & Son designerwallpapers.co.uk 

Colefax and Fowler 020 7244 7427, 
colefax.com 
Cologne & Cotton 0845 262 2212
cologneandcotton.com 
Cotswold Design Centre  
01386 85894, 
interior-design-cotswolds.co.uk
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0734,  
coxandcox.co.uk 
CP Hart 0845 873 1121, cphart.co.uk

D Danetti 020 3588 1380  
danetti.com 

Daniel Williams 07841 395587,
danielwilliams.co.uk 
De Ferranti 020 7384 4424, 
deferranti.com 
Delightful Living delightfulliving.co.uk
Designerpaint 01323 430886
designerpaint.com 
Designer Wallpapers 0800 043 4798 
designerwallpapers.co.uk 
Discover & Deliver 020 7371 0303, 
discover-deliver.com 
Doris & Boris 020 8296 6632,
dorisandboris.co.uk 
DPL Bathrooms  
00 353 1 284 3494, dpl.ie 
Dulux 0844 481 7817, dulux.co.uk 
Dunelm 0845 165 6565, 
dunelm-mill.com 
Dunnes Stores 0844 264 3185,
dunnesstores.com  
Duresta 0115 973 7000, duresta.com 
Dwell 0845 675 9090,  
dwell.co.uk 

Earthborn 01928 734 171, 
earthbornpaints.co.uk   

eBay ebay.co.uk
Elitis elitis.fr  

F Fairfeld Bathrooms 
0800 085 2226,  

fairfeldbathroomsdirect.co.uk
Farrow & Ball 01202 876141, 
farrow-ball.com 
Feather & Black 01243 380600,
featherandblack.com 
Fired Earth 0845 293 8798,  
fredearth.com 
Fishpools 01992 636465, 
fshpools.co.uk 
Fleur de Lee feurdelee.co.uk 
Fox Linton 020 7368 7700,  
foxlinton.com 
Franke 0161 436 6280, franke.co.uk
Fritz Fryer Antique Lighting 
01989 567416, fritzfryer.co.uk
Furniture for You 01709 769848,
furnitureforyoudirect.co.uk 

G Galaxy Stores galaxystores.co.uk 
Garden Items 0845 519 0081,

gardenitems.co.uk 
Garden Trading 0845 608 4448,
gardentrading.co.uk 
Golbourne Road Market 
golbornelife.co.uk 

Graham & Green 0845 130 6622,
grahamandgreen.co.uk 
Grange 00 33 4 78 44 39 39,  
grange-london.com

H 
Habitat 0844 499 4686,  
habitat.co.uk 

Happy Stoves 0161 429 9042 
happystoves.co.uk 
Hargreaves Reclaimed Flooring 
01795 482049, 
hargreavesreclaimedfooring.co.uk
Harlequin harlequin.uk.com
Harpers Interiors 01484 608468, 
harpersinteriors.co.uk 
Heal's 0870 024 0780, heals.co.uk 
Helen Moore 01884 860900
helenmoore.com 
Hemswell Antiques Centre  
01427 668389, hemswell-antiques.com
Heritage Bathrooms 0844 701 8501,
heritagebathrooms.com 
Hicks & Hicks 01872 530761,
hicksandhicks.com 
Holloways of Ludlow 020 7602 5757,
hollowaysofudlow.com 
Homebase 0845 077 8888, 
homebase.co.uk 
House of Fraser 0845 602 1073,
houseofraser.co.uk 

I Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997,
ianmankin.co.uk 

Idyll Home 01270 812717, 
idyllhome.co.uk 
Ikea 0845 358 3363, ikea.com
Imogen Heath imogenheath.com
Indigenous 01993 824200, 
indigenousltd.com 
Interior interior.mono.net
Italian Lighting Centre  
0800 043 5014,  
italian-lighting-centre-co.uk 

J Jacuzzi 0113 272 7430, jacuzzi.co.uk 
Jali 01227 833333, jali.co.uk

Jan Cavelle 01440 760970,  
jancavelle.com 
Jim Lawrence 01473 826950,
jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Joanna Srokol  07872 653611, 
joansrokol.wix.com/joannasrokol
John Lewis 08456 049049, 
johnlewis.com  
Jonathan Freemantle  
07817 440 397,  
jonathanfreemantle.com 
Justin Van Breda 020 7349 7089,  
j-v-b.com 

K Krieder 01892 619721, 
krieder.com

L Lakeland 01539 488100,  
lakeland.co.uk 

Lapicida 0800 012 2220, lapicida.com  
La Silla dchair.co.uk  
Laura Ashley 0871 983 5999,
lauraashley.com 

Leather Chairs of Bath  
020 7731 1198, leatherchairs.co.uk
Liberty 0207 734 1234, liberty.co.uk
Little Greene 0845 880 5855,  
littlegreene.com 
Living It Up 0116 269 5960,  
livingitup.co.uk 
Loaf 0845 468 0697, loaf.com
Lloyd Loom of Spalding  
01775 724358, lloydloom.com 
LSA International 01932 789721,
lsa-international.com 
Luxdeco luxdeco.com

M MacDonald Furniture Galleries 
0141 332 4001,  

macdonaldfurniture.co.uk
Made.com 0845 557 6888 
Magnet 01325 744094, 
magnet.co.uk 
Maison 020 8940 0230,
maisonhomeinteriors.com 
Maisons du Monde 00 33 25 171 1488, 
maisonsdumonde.com 
Marks & Spencer 0845 603 1603,
marksandspencer.com  
Meer End 01676 534226, 
meer-end.co.uk 
Miele 01235 554455 miele.co.uk 
M Roe and Sons 00 353 1 289 4586,
mroefoxrock.ie  
Moleta Munro 0131 557 4800,
moletamunro.com 
Mosaic Tile Shop 01536 314738,
mosaictileshop.co.uk 

N Neptune 01793 427427,  
neptune.co.uk

New England Lifestyle  
01243 555926 
newenglandlifestyle.uk.com
Nest 0114 243 3000, nest.co.uk 
Next 0844 844 8000, next.co.uk 
Notonthehighstreet.com 
0845 259 1359 
Notcutts 0844 879 4166,  
notcutts.co.uk

OOak Furniture Solutions  
0845 3636 135,

oakfurnituresolutions.co.uk
Occa-Home 0844 879 4258,
occa-home.co.uk 
Oka 0844 815 7380, 
okadirect.com 
Osborne & Little 020 7352 1456,
osborneandlittle.com

PPaperhigh 0845 257 0239,
paperhigh.com 

Paris Ceramics 020 7371 7778,
parisceramics.com 
Penneys primark.com 
Peter Silk of Helmsley 01439 771500, 
petersilk.co.uk 
Phloor 00 353 1 623 3111, phloor.ie 
Pip Studio 00 31 0 343 439409, 
pipstudio.com 
Porcelanosa porcelanosa.com 

where to buy 
July's list of contact numbers and web addresses
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HOMES
Porta Romana 01420 23005,
portaromana.co.uk 
Prestige Wicker 01213 602464,
prestigewicker.co.uk 
Primrose 0118 903 5210 primrose.co.uk
Puji 0208 886 3000, puji.com

qquirk 0844 443 5637, 
quirkuk.com 

quirkiStuf quirkistuf.com

RRed Candy 0121 224 7728,  
redcandy.co.uk 

Red Lilly 01206 864260, redlilly.co.uk  
Relics of Witney 01993 704611 
relicsofwitney.co.uk 
Revival beds 01777 869669,
revivalbeds.co.uk 
RL Rose 020 7976 5684, rlrose.co.uk
Robert Mooney Furniture  
00 353 86 254 6174,
robertmooneyfurniture.com
Robertson Lindsay Interiors  
0131 556 2097, robertson-lindsay.com
Roche bobois 00 353 1 653 1650,
roche-bobois.com 
Rock & bone 01423 869999,
rockandbone.co.uk 
Rocket St george 01444 253391
rockettstgeorge.co.uk 
Roullier White 020 8693 5150,
roullierwhite.com 
Runaway Coast 01728 454368, 
runawaycoast.com 
Rv Astley 01922 744000, 
rvastley.co.uk 
Royal Design 0844 264 2070,
royaldesign.co.uk 
Royal Doulton 01782 282652,
royaldoulton. 
Rugs of the World 01904 676660,
rugsoftheworld.net 
Russell Hobbs ukrussellhobbs.com

S   Sanderson 0844 543 9500, 
sanderson-uk.com

Seakisses 01726 932777,  
seakisses.co.uk
Sellingantiques.co.uk 
Shaws 0844 840 4529, 
shawsofdarwen.com  
Sofa.com 0845 400 2222, sofa.com
Sofa Workshop 0844 249 9161,
sofaworkshop.com 
Sofas & Stuf 0808 1783211,
sofasandstuf.com 
Southsea Deckchairs 023 92
652865/023 9265 4036, 
deckchairs.co.uk 
Spode 01782 744721, spode.co.uk
Stepevi 020 7376 7574, stepevi.com
Sterling Furniture 0845 543 0469,
sterlingfurniture.co.uk 
Stone Age 020 7384 9090, 
stone-age.co.uk 
Stone Collection 01322 387 315 
thestonecollection.co.uk 
Stone Tile Co 01249 464000,
stonetileco.co.uk  
Svenskt Tenn svenskttenn.se
Swoon Editions 020 3137 2464,
swooneditions.com

TTangletree Interiors  
0800 917 8726,  

tangletree-interiors.co.uk
Tg green 01793 855701, 
tggreen.co.uk  

The Chandelier & Mirror Company
01322 437112, 
chandeliersandmirrors.co.uk 
The Conran Shop 0844 848 4000, 
conranshop.co.uk 
The Fountayne  
07791 081691, thefountayne.com
The French bedroom Company 
0845 644 8022, 
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk 
The gift Oasis 0845 463 9981,
thegiftoasis.com 
The Old Cinema 020 8995 4166,
theoldcinema.co.uk  
The Old Pill Factory 01993 701013,
theoldpillfactory.com 
The Rug Seller 0161 876 4566,
therugseller.co.uk 
The Sofa & Chair Company  
020 8752 8935, thesofaandchair.co.uk
The White Company  
0844 736 4222,  
thewhitecompany.com 
The Wool Company  
0845 130 8015,  
thewoolcompany.co.uk 
Thornton Allan Interiors  
020 8444 6969, 
thorntonallaninteriors.com
Thomlinsons 01937 583515, 
antique-furniture.co.uk  
TileStyle tilestyle.ie
TkMaxx 01923 473561, tkmaxx.com  
Tom Faulkner 020 7351 7272,
tomfaulkner.co.uk 
Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262,
toppstiles.co.uk 
Towans Timberframe 01736 756765,
towanstimberframe.co.uk 
Turnell & gignon 020 7259 7280,
turnellandgignongroup.com

uurban Suite 01753 866333,
urbansuite.co.uk 

utility 0151 708 4192, utilitydesign.co.uk 

v valspar 0844 736 9174, 
valsparpaint.co.uk 

very 08448 222321, very.co.uk 
victoria Plumb 0844 804 4545,
victoriaplumb.com 
vintage books randomhouse.co.uk

W  Wallpaper Direct  
01323 430886, 

wallpaperdirect.com
Wesley-barrell 0207 629 2019,
wesley-barrell.co.uk 
Whisk 020 8995 8990, 
whiskcooking.co.uk 
White Stores 0845 338
6238whitestores.co.uk 
Wickes 0330 123 4123, wickes.co.uk
William yeoward 020 7349 7828,
williamyeoward.com 
Windsor House Antiques  
01832 274595, 
windsorhouseantiques.co.uk
Window Fashions  
00 353 1 490 1655,  
windowfashions.ie

y york Racecourse Car boot  
01429 881917,  yorkcarboot.com

Z  Zara Home zarahome.com 
Zofany 0844 543 4600,

zofany.com

0123456789
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Room envy
Each month we bring you a scheme that intrigues, delights or dazzles us
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o you love nothing more  
than a long soak in the tub
after a hard day at work? 
Then you’re more likely to  

lie back and drift of into a bubbly state of
bliss if your bathroom is as inviting as this
one. Spacious and fooded with natural
light, the simple yet sophisticated scheme
blends classic and contemporary infuences
beautifully. The elegant clawfoot roll-top
bath is the star of the show, with the
industrial-style lettering above – reminding 

you to wash as well as wallow – adding  
a playful touch. Metro wall tiles in mint
green create a fresh, soothing feel and  
give a nod to the cool, retro vibe that shows
no sign of abating, while a traditional-style
cast-iron radiator adds old-school charm.
The large, freestanding wooden chest  
of drawers is a chic alternative to basic
bathroom cabinets and provides ample
storage for towels and toiletries. Modern
with a classic twist, this smart space 
defnitely gets our vote.

See More 
online
If nothing gets your
heart racing like fresh
interiors ideas, head 
to our Room Envy blog. 

You’ll discover the latest trends, what’s
caught our eye at events we’ve attended,
plus all the accessories and looks we’re
lusting after. Visit roomenvy.co.uk.

Simply scan the QR code above using a QR 
code reader for a quick link to our exciting blog. 

0123456789
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