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Beautiful kitchens

22 wonder wall This eclectic arrangement 
began with a striking splashback and a foating shelf 

31 into the woods Pale, limewashed woods 
and clean, linear lines take centre stage in this
wonderfully original Scandi-style scheme

43 simply the best Sleek handleless storage 
and hidden hi-tech appliances disguise the true 
depth of this understated contemporary scheme

50 french fancy This couple have created  
a fabulous Provençal feel in their newly extended
kitchen with freestanding furniture and rustic touches

56 new beginnings Starting from scratch meant 

there were few limitations when it came to planning 
and designing this cosy, country-style scheme

94 making a splash Cool teal and timber combine
for a fresh and modern take on the nautical look 

101 rustic revival Two derelict farm buildings 
are transformed into one sleek, open-plan space 

106 beyond the pale An all-white palette 
allows striking original architectural features and 
pretty period details to come to the fore

115 bright outlook How one couple’s 
decision to move their kitchen to a more suitable
location shed new light on family life

July/August 2014

in this issue...

Key to foorplans

Fridge and/or freezer

Microwave

Dryer

Washing machine

Dishwasher

Inspirational kitchen stories

Page 43
There’s more to this
simply stylish scheme
than meets the eye

Page 31
A passion for pale 
woods infuenced 
this dramatic design
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Page 15
Our selection of
the latest products
and design ideas
for the ultimate
kitchen wish list 

15 kitchen news Objects and design to inspire 

38 prints charming Add a little personality 
to kitchen walls with afordable artwork

92 shop... Unearth salvaged architectural
treasures and introduce a touch of vintage 
charm and heritage to your home

111 modern craft Inspiring accessories 
made from natural materials, in sculptural shapes
and textural fnishes, that will give your new space 
a homely, handmade feel

119 hot stuff Turn up the heat with our 
selection of the most smokin’ barbecues around

120 eat, cook, escape Take a well-deserved
rest with the best new food, travel and events

40 sound investment Enjoy life in 
stereo with the latest in audio technology

62 plan... How to create the perfect space 
for cooking, eating and entertaining

68 surface... Add colour, texture and character
to walls and foors with beautiful artisan tiles

74 appliances... Save energy and reduce
wastage with the latest hi-tech cooling appliances 
– there’s much more to them than just cold storage

80 decorating... The modern country 
kitchen has gone bright, graphic and glamorous 

86 the look ... Unusual layouts and unexpected
design details make the latest contemporary 
schemes stand out from the crowd 

Advice & know-how News, shopping & decorating 

Page 40 
Turn on, tune in, pots 

out… Enjoy the latest in  
audio entertainment

Page 106
Cleaner lines and futuristic 
fnishes – modern schemes 
that push the boundaries

Page 119
It’s time to get sizzling with

our favourite barbecues

On the cover

For Mediterranean charm, 
look no further than this  

month’s cover star, which brings
rustic elegance to a southwest 

London semi. See page 50. 

11 getting started Decided to redesign your

kitchen? Break your project down into these manageable

steps and get it right frst time around

122 the ice cream maker Meet the family behind

natural, handmade and oh so delicious Simply Ice Cream

124 kitchen story Two Michelin-starred chef and

restaurateur Raymond Blanc shares his secret passions

125 kitchen directory Where to buy 

everything you need to create your ideal scheme

126 why it works This space is a sunny delight

thanks to sheer curtains casting a gorgeous golden glow

Beautiful kitchens
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Beautiful kitchens For stockist details go to page 125

never miss an issue  
Subscribe to Beautiful Kitchens from just £7.99, and save 32% on the full
subscriptions price. View ofers magazinesdirect.com/12C or call 0844 848
0848 and quote 12C. This ofer closes 31 October 2014

find more inspiration  
Whether you’re new to Beautiful Kitchens or just getting started on
your kitchen project, you can fnd more inspiration by buying back
issues of the magazine. Call 01733 385170 or visit mags-uk.com.
Or download a digital edition for your iPad, iPhone, Kindle Fire, 
Nook, Google Play, Readr and Zinio

and keep up to date…

Facebook: facebook.com/beautifulkitchensmagazine
Twitter: twitter.com/KitchensMag
Our blog: beautifulkitchensblog.co.uk
Plus more at: housetohome.co.uk/beautiful kitchens

what a difference the sun makes! no

wonder we all hanker after bright, airy

extensions and expanses of glass that

bring summer right into our homes. if

you’re at the start of your project, don’t

miss this issue’s guide to going open plan

on page 62. it outlines the key things you

need to think about, plus advice on how to

get started. if you’re further along the line,

check out our features on artisan tiles on 

page 68 and salvage fnds on page 92 – both great ways to add character, and to

really personalise your space. Our real-life kitchen case studies this issue have

some fabulous design solutions to get you motivated. We love the cool elegance

of photographer emma knight’s london home on page 31. and read how

Mervyn cole and terry chappell turned a couple of derelict barns in Gloucester

into a stunning home with a smart, light-flled Bulthaup kitchen on page 101.

natalie and Ray stevens knocked down the garage to make space for their

dream kitchen on page 50, while interior designer, sarah Wells, tells us how

she transformed a series of tricky higgledy-piggledy rooms in her Victorian

home into a bright, welcoming family space on page 22. a new kitchen is so

much more about cupboards and appliances, it’s about reinventing your home

to create a space that’s everything you want it be. Dive in and be inspired.

Beautiful Kitchens is published by IPC
Southbank, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark
Street, London se1 0su © IPC Southbank, 

2013. Distributed by Marketforce (UK) Ltd, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London
se1 0su (020 3148 3333). Publisher’s subscription rates for one year (10 issues) including p&p:
UK, £47.40; Europe and Eire, £61.19/€113.94; North America, £79.13/$140.31; Rest of the world,
£79.13. For all subscription enquiries and UK orders please call 0844 848 0848 or email
ipcsubs@quadrantsubs.com. For overseas orders please call +44(0)330 333 0233. Repro by
Rhapsody. Printed by Southernprint Limited (Poole). Cover printed by Wyndeham
Southernprint. Note to readers – prices: all prices quoted were correct at the time of going to
press and include VAT. Prices for appliances tend to vary depending on the supplier. Please
check costs and availability before you buy. Colours: while we try to ensure colours printed are
as close as possible to the original, we can’t guarantee it due to the limitations of the printing
process. Please use matchpots/swatches to check colours before buying. Worktops: every
kitchen layout is diferent and your fnal worktop cost will depend on 
cut-outs and other fnishings. For this reason, the prices quoted for 
worktops are without cutting and fnishing unless specifed.
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getting started

This new kitchen display
by Chamber Furniture
cuts a dash of glamour
with stained oak-veneered
doors and a geometric
tinted mirror splashback.
Kitchens from £40,000.

Advice  |  Design

Buying a new kitchen is a big purchase and one that can be
daunting. From choosing the right style to fnding a designer and
agreeing a layout, there’s a lot to take on board. Breaking it into
manageable steps will make the process easier – think of it as a
journey, and give each step all the time and consideration it needs

0123456789
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Advice  |  Design

For stockist details go to page 125

4 
Consult  

A KitChen 

Designer

To get the absolute 

maximum from your space, input from 

a professional kitchen designer can 

prove invaluable. Their experience  

and expertise will ofer you plenty of

simple ideas – as well as innovative 

ones – that you might not have even

considered. Kitchen designers will 

also have up-to-the-minute knowledge

of products, fxtures and fttings, and

can source everything on your behalf.

Ultimately, they’ll help ensure your new

kitchen works as efciently as possible. 

5 
set Your BuDget 

Always be honest about your

budget so that your designer

can help you decide where 

to save and where to invest – even if you

haven’t got large sums to spend. Open

shelving is less expensive than closed

cupboards, for example, while capacious

low-level, pull-out storage may mean you

need fewer wall units, which saves on cost.

It’s easy to get giddy when faced with a

wealth of shiny appliances with countless

programs and functions, so only invest  

in things you think you’ll genuinely use.

And don’t forget to include installation

fees, as well as the kitchen itself. 

6 
CAll in the 

ProfessionAls

It’s important to remember

that the way your kitchen 

is installed can make all the diference,

too. A bad ftter can make any kitchen

look terrible, but a good one will ensure

even inexpensive units look amazing. Ask

friends and family for recommendations,

or source a skilled person through a

registered trade association, such as  

the FMB (Federation of Master Builders).

If you’re planning a larger reft or build,

you may need Planning Permission or

Building Regulations approval. Visit the

Planning Portal (planningportal.gov.uk)

for further information. 

7 
finishing touChes

 Make your kitchen feel more

coherent by subtly linking

fnishes – pair a timber 

breakfast bar with wooden stools, for

instance, or upholster the seats with

fabric that ties in with your splashback.

Little details, such as cabinetry handles,

can make a big diference and transform a

simple white scheme. Rather than buying

everything from the same supplier, source

furnishings and accessories from a variety

of places, and mix things up to create an

individual look. Unusual objects picked 

up on your travels or gorgeous vintage

fnds will all help to create a more homely

and characterful environment.  

1 
Assess All  

Your neeDs

Before you begin planning your

new kitchen, think carefully 

about how you want to use the space. Do

you simply need a place to prepare meals

or are you dreaming of a multifunctional

area where you can also have lunch or

dinner with family and friends? Who do

you cook for, what do you cook and how 

do you cook it? How much storage do 

you need? First, have a good clear-out, so

you’re not factoring in items you haven’t 

used for years. It’s also good to think 

about what you don’t like about your

existing kitchen so you can focus on

improving those particular areas.

3 
Be insPireD

How you want your kitchen 

to look is, of course, a very

personal choice. It really helps 

to collect images and magazine tear sheets

and put together a scrapbook or mood

board. Also, make a note of surfaces,

materials or accessories you’ve seen that

work well together. Even something as

simple as a pretty plate, tile, piece of

furniture or scrap of fabric can be a great

starting point for choosing a theme or

colours. Don’t worry too much about cost

at this point, just focus on things that

inspire you, and soon you’ll be able to

identify styles you are drawn to. 

‘a good designer 

will fulfil the 

potential of 

your kitchen and

ensure the layout 

works perfectly 

in every way’ 

2 
MAKe A  

Wish list

Consider your kitchen 

must-haves. Do you covet sleek 

Corian worktops, a statement island or

lots of cupboards for storage? Or are there

some specifc appliances that you think

will make your life in the kitchen much

easier? Everybody likes to work in their 

own particular way, and each person  

has a diferent list of priorities, so it’s

important to write yours down right at

the beginning to ensure your kitchen is

tailored to your family’s specifc needs.

This will also save a lot of time and 

trouble when it comes to discussing  

your project with a kitchen specialist.

Sleek Okite Bianco
Classico composite
worktops complete the
look, with mismatched
retro bar stools creating 
a relaxed vibe

BEAUTIFUL KITCHEns

0123456789
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News  |  Shopping

objects 
of beauty

all things great and small to bring your kitchen to life

A blend of natural materials 
creates a striking dining table.

Refectory stone table, handmade in weathered 
English oak and Italian white Carrara marble,

from £2,950, Lapicida, 0800 012 2220,
lapicida.com

Vibrant-blue tiles with
a translucent fnish.

Hexagonal glass mosaic tiles,
£173sq m, Trend GB, 01892 

509690, trend-group.com

Mixed materials
look very elegant.

Contour doorknob
in Antique Gold with
concealed fx rose in
Antique Brass, £250

for a pair, Samuel
Heath, 0121 766 4200,

samuel-heath.co.uk

Lighting with a rustic touch. 
HangUp lamp, handmade in
English oak, leather and solid

brass, from £310, TedWood, 01243 
572567, tedjeferis.co.uk

Adjustable lighting
for diferent tasks.

Pencher swing-arm 
wall light in solid brass

with turned joints, 
£330, Copper & 

Silk, 020 8459 8772,
copperandsilk.com

 A stylish place to hang bags and coats.
Nail-peg rail in oak with rosehead metal hooks, 7.5 x 40cm,  

£37, Cox & Cox, 0844 858 0734, coxandcox.co.uk

Relax and recline
with regal fair.

Windsor Rocker in ash, 
h85 x w77 x d105cm, 
£2,295, Katie Walker 

at Heal’s, 0870 024  
0780, heals.co.uk

Relax with a comfy
cushion in a smart

Herringbone pattern.
Parquet cushion in natural

linen, £50, Suzanne Antonelli
at FAO Shop, 0844 415  

3075, fao-shop.com

A beautifully
graphic, yet

subtle, print for
your walls.

La Farge wallpaper
in aqua, w68.6cm, 

£52 per roll, Thibaut
at Jacaranda, 

020 7351 6496,
thibautdesign.com

Beautiful kitchens
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kitchen 
   essentials
the latest looks for cabinets, sinks and surfaces

rough luxe
The big kitchen trends are previewed at the bi-annual EuroCucina kitchen 

fair in Milan and the 2014 show was all about utilitarian texture – bare 
wood and a rough, almost concrete, fnish to cabinetry and worktops. 

The Cloe collection by Italian company Cesar sums up the look perfectly,
bringing a relaxed feel to contemporary lines. Prices for a base-unit door 

start from £325. 00 39 0421 2021, cesar.it

THE NEW MODERN 

Contemporary meets classic in the Augusta 
three-hole mixer in polished chrome, £299, 

Franke, 0161 436 6280, franke.co.uk

Factory
finish 

The new Limehouse
kitchen is a step in a

more modern direction
for Neptune. With

the quality build and
fantastic attention to

detail the company
is known for, the new

kitchen gives a nod
towards industrial/loft

living. Kitchen prices 
from £11,000. 01793

427427, neptune.com

Space-age design
Blanco uses a special fnish, originally developed
for use in the aerospace industry, for its range of
custom-made, stainless-steel Durinox worktops.
They are designed to be twice as resilient as
other conventional stainless-steel options. Prices
for sink and worktop combinations start from
£1,800. 01923 635200, blanco.co.uk

be square

Made from a smooth, strong acrylic material, the Matrix SQ
GR15 one-and-a-half bowl sink in Black Metallic Granite

features neat lines and square angles for a contemporary feel. 
It costs £339, Abode, 01226 283434, abodedesigns.co.uk 

BeaUTIfUL KITCheNSBeaUTIfUL KITCheNS
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Find more on the latest kitchen products at housetohome.co.uk/beautifulkitchens

News  |  Kitchen

Beauty in
simplicity

 London’s Wigmore Street – better known as kitchen
alley – is a fantastic showcase for anyone interested in
kitchen design. Master of pared-back sleek, German

brand Bulthaup has just unveiled its new installations of
b3 furniture at number 37, including two new fnishes 
and the Monoblock stainless-steel island. Prices from 

£48,000. 020 7495 3663, bulthaup-mayfair.co.uk 

Cutting
edge 
Stylish Italian
brand, Gory
Cucine, has now
arrived in the UK,
bringing a mix of
handleless designs
in cool neutrals,
teamed with vintage
accents and plenty
of trademark fair.
Kitchen prices start
from £20,000. Gory
Cucine is available
from Stanford
Design, 01277
260646, stanford-
design.co.uk

THiNk sMaRT

We like the way this L-shaped
island from Spanish brand  

Xey makes for a practical and
interesting take on a cook-dine-
live space. Kitchen prices from
£20,000. 07850 252595, xey.es

ON TAP
There’ll be no more

carting bottles back

from the supermarket or

standing around waiting

for the kettle to boil  

with the Zip HydroTap

Sparkling All In One, 

£4,364, which ofers

instant boiled, chilled

and sparkling fltered

water. 0845 600 5005,

zipheaters.co.uk

BeaUTIfUL KITCheNS
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News  |  Appliances

form & 
    function
good-looking appliances for the hard-working kitchen

Made to
order

The mega-capacity
Vertigo refrigeration

and wine storage
modular system from 

KitchenAid allows
you to custom 

confgure your unit to
suit your needs. The 

KRXF 9010 fridge
and KRVF 6030 wine
cellar units, both with

multi-temperature
drawers, cost

£20,000 in total. 
0844 499 0101,

kitchenaid.co.uk 

speedy

bean

With its super-fast
Aroma+ grinder,
Jura’s Swiss-
made bean-to-cup
Impressa F7 cofee
machine, £950,
combines technical
prowess with
speed, so you can
make a ristretto 
or cappuccino  
in record time. 
0800 652 5527, 
jurauk.com

trend setter

Slender designs with
simple curves are not

just for iPads – the 
Sinos hood from

Franke, £1,549, is full
of elegant appeal. It’s

not just pretty, though 
– it also ofers four

speeds and powerful
extraction. 0161 436 

6280, franke.co.uk

Winning
range
The Roma 100 twin
induction range
cooker is a good,
solid appliance. It
features not only  
a multifunction 
oven and six-zone
induction top, but
also a conventional
oven and grill,
making it a totally
modern cooking
station. £4,999, 
Ilve, 0845 548 3130,
ilveappliances.co.uk

Clean
maChine
Tested to last 20 years, Miele’s
new generation of appliances
are the result of a €100 million
investment. The W1 washing
machines, from £1,199, produce
excellent cleaning results,
while the energy efcient T1
heat pump tumble dryers, from
£1,099, deliver improved drying
with ultra-gentle fabric care.
0845 365 6600, miele.co.uk 

big on the inside

Fisher & Paykel’s OB60SL11DCPX1 oven,
£1,300, is designed to ft a standard 60cm
cavity, but it boasts an impressive 77-litre
usable capacity – that’s about 30 per cent

more than a standard 60cm oven. 0845 066
2200, fsherpaykel.co.uk

BeauTIFul kITchenS
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Fi nd i nsp i ration  onli ne 

Whether you’re looking for appliances, tiles,
fooring or tablecloths, housetohome.co.uk
is a great online source of inspiration.
Browse shopping galleries for every room 
at housetohome.co.uk/home-shopping

News  |  Ideas

More froM us… 

For fresh ideas, sign up to get our blog,
beautifulkitchensblog.co.uk, delivered to your inbox  

You can also fnd us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/beautifulkitchensmagazine
and on Twitter at twitter.com/KitchensMag

birthday treat
This summer sees the 150th anniversary of John Lewis. To mark
the occasion, the company has commissioned a special selection

of iconic homewares from the archive, including the Ercol
Studio couch, £2,750 and Barbara Hepworth prints, alongside
new collaborations with Emma Bridgewater, Jansen+co and

other top designers. 0845 604 9049, johnlewis.com
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Talking shop

The latest addition to Louise
Body’s wallpaper collection is 

Marneys Lace: a beautiful
metallic design created using

lace belonging to the designer’s
grandmother. Available at the

new online shop, alongside
other wallpaper, fabric and art
prints, it costs £60 per 10m roll. 

07889 465552, louisebody.com

style & 
  inspiration
find great design online, at shows and in the shops

Paint the town
abigail ahern paint, a range by
the celebrated stylist, is a glam
palette of 13 luxuriously moody
shades. shown here is Bowery
Blue, from £33 for 2.5 litres,
rockett st george, 01444
253391, rockettstgeorge.co.uk.
or try the diverse spectrum of
konig colours in a quick-drying,
non-toxic formula. From £19.20
for 1 litre, Nina campbell, 020
7225 1011, ninacampbell.com

roll up, 
roll up

tinsmiths, the charming
ledbury-based homeware

shop has a wonderful selection
of fabrics, including a beautiful

new range of washed linens,
which can be converted into

curtains and blinds. the online
made-to-measure service is
easy to use and orders take

around four to six weeks. From 
£70. 01531 632083, tinsmiths-

made-to-measure.co.uk 

parisian chic 
Ooh la la! Gorgeous Parisian interiors boutique
Caravane has landed in the capital, bringing its
laid-back luxe style and sumptuous rich hues to our
shores. 38-40 New Cavendish Street, Marylebone,
London, W1G 8UD, 020 7486 5233, caravane.fr

BEauTifuL kiTcHEnS
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wonder wall
A retro splashback and foating shelves were the starting

points for Sarah and Fergus Wells’ eclectic scheme

Feature AmeliA Thorpe  Photography JAke FiTzJones

The oWners Sarah Wells, an
interior designer, her husband
Fergus, who works for the family
business, and their sons Fergus, 
2, and Rufus, 1

Their home A Victorian 
terraced house in north London

The proJeCT Opening up a 
series of small rooms and adding 
a side-return extension to create 
a comfortable family-sized 
kitchen with dining area 

room size Around 6.5 x 4.5m

DesiGner Sarah designed  
the kitchen with Mark Ambrose 
of Maplebank Interiors

CABineTrY White gloss lacquer
handleless units and Tavola
stained-oak anthracite veneer 
by Maplebank Interiors, from
£12,000, cabinetry only

BUDGeT  Around £30,000,
excluding building work

Project profile

BeAuTIFuL kITchenS
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Opposites attract
‘Using two contrasting fnishes

in a kitchen often works well, as
it’s a great way of highlighting
features such as a focal-point

island,’ says Mark Ambrose

BeAuTIFuL kITchenS
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‘as I’m not a naturally tIdy person, I needed to ensure

there was plenty of extra storage to hIde my junk and

keep the shelves free for InterestIng dIsplays’ 

BeAuTIFul kITchenS
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N
o stranger to tricky projects,

interior designer Sarah Wells

admits that she almost bit of

more than she could chew when

it came to the renovation of her 

own home. ‘I simply didn’t appreciate how

much work would be involved,’ she says. ‘In the

end, I think it might have been cheaper to build

the entire house from scratch.’

The Victorian terraced house had been

almost untouched for 50 years, and was in need

of extensive work to make it suitable for modern

family life. To make sense of the small scullery-

like rooms at the rear of the property, Sarah

and her husband Fergus decided to demolish

some internal walls, extend into the side-

return and lower the foor level to create a large

kitchen-diner with direct access to the garden.

‘We wanted a sleek, modern design with an

injection of wood for warmth,’ explains Sarah.

‘Of course, a kitchen has to be functional, but as

we knew we’d be using the space a lot, it had to

be comfortable and inviting, too.’ 

Mark Ambrose of Maplebank Interiors was

recommended to the couple to provide the

cabinetry, and together they came up with a

design concept based around long shelves and

green splashback tiles. ‘I like the vintage feel of

metro tiles and felt they’d make an interesting

and eye-catching starting point,’ explains

Sarah. ‘I initially chose a pale sage shade and

designed a scheme around them. Then, as the

building work neared completion, I realised

there would be much more natural light than 

I had imagined and the tiles would have faded

away into insignifcance. So I swapped them 

for a much more vibrant apple green, which 

just goes to show that you need to be very

fexible as your project evolves.’ 

Happy house
‘We use the space a lot for
family time with the boys and
when friends come over, so 
we wanted it to feel personal
and inviting,’ says Sarah

BeAuTIFul kITchenS

0123456789

25

93BEK14JUL125.pgs  09.05.2014  12:44    



Did you have a clear idea of how  
the space should look?
I knew that I wanted to combine open shelving 
with the metro tiles, so Mark Ambrose and I began
to develop the layout from there. It includes a run 
of base units below the splashback fanked at both
ends by tall cabinets. One houses built-in ovens and
the other a larder cupboard, creating a symmetrical
and balanced look. An island serves as the main
prep area and worksurface, and bridges the gap
between the cooking zone and the dining table. 

What other storage solutions are there?
The larder fridge, freezer and wine cooler are 
all built into a bank of tall units behind the main
entrance. It’s positioned close to the island to 
make unloading shopping easy. Our guests can 
also choose a bottle of wine for the dining table
without getting under the feet of the cook.

Explain your choice of materials
We opted for a white gloss lacquer fnish for the
wall run, which creates a sleek look while allowing
the green tiles to stand out. The dark grey wood
fnish of the island, shelves and bank provides
warmth, texture and contrast. For softness, a 
gentle biscuit-coloured quartz was chosen for 
the worktops, and fossilised wood handles from
Chloe Alberry add an individual touch. I like to 
add eclectic details that bring a little character.

And your fnishing touches…
Contemporary kitchens can often seem cold so
I’ve softened the feel with sumptuous curtains, a
cosy sofa and colourful cushions. I’ve also mixed 
in some vintage pieces to complement the retro-
style tiles, which makes the room more homely. 

d e s i g n  s o l u t i o n

Sarah explains…

left

Chill zone
Apart from the wine 
fridge, all cooling
appliances are fully
integrated for a smart,
seamless fnish 

Beautiful kitchens
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‘I chose the pendants for theIr IndustrIal feel and the

powder-coated fInIsh matches the wooden furnIture. I

love how the lIght sparkles on theIr mIrrored InterIors’

Light and shade
Thanks to plenty of natural light, 
bold accents, such as the dark-timber
cabinetry, rich rosewood furniture and
brown pendants, don’t overwhelm the
room. If you’d like to contact Sarah
Wells of Ora Interior Design for
commissions, call 07771 530542 

Beautiful kitchens

0123456789

27

93BEK14JUL126.pgs  09.05.2014  12:44    



Family friendly
These limestone tiles are durable, easy to

clean and a good choice for a busy kitchen

For stockist details go to page 125

The details

CABINETRY White gloss lacquer 
handleless units and Tavola stained-oak
veneer doors in Anthracite by Maplebank
Interiors, from £12,000, cabinetry only.
Fossilised wood cupboard handles, 
from £16 each, Chloe Alberry 

SURFACES 30mm Silestone Haiku
engineered quartz worktop, Maplebank
Interiors. For a similar splashback try
Pavilion Green half feld tiles, £85sq m, 
The Tile Shop. Flax mix honed limestone 
foor tiles, £42.96sq m, Mandarin Stone

ApplIANCES Built-in single oven, £739;
built-in combination steam oven, £909;
induction hob, £1,240; fully integrated 
larder fridge, £1,685; fully integrated
freezer, £435, all Nef. Decorative Soft 

chimney hood, £375, Franke. Built-in 
wine cabinet, £609, Caple. Fully integrated
dishwasher, £950, Miele 

SINk ANd TApS Largo undermounted
double-bowl sink in stainless steel, £461;
Olympus FilterFlow monobloc mixer tap,
£631, both Franke. Design boiling-water 
tap, £980, Quooker

FINIShINg ToUChES Sliding pivoting 
patio doors, price on application, 1st Sliding
Folding Doors. For a similar antique dining
table and chairs try Retrospective Interiors,
prices on request. Mirror Rustic pendant
lights, £225 each, Mufti. Colefax and Fowler’s
Andersen, £106m, is a comparable curtain
fabric. Divertimenti sells stoneware like 
this, from £25 for a 26cm plate 

The layout
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Practical touch

The beautiful limestone
worktop continues into 
an upstand to protect the
delicate wood-clad wall
from sink splashes

Into the woods

Feature Ros AndeRson  Photography RoRy GARdineR/oTTo 

an innovative use of timber has created an enduringly stylish  

and original kitchen scheme for emma and daniel knight

Beautiful kitchens
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E
mma and Daniel Knight bought their Georgian 

cottage in southwest London as a renovation project,

so when it came to the kitchen, they designed it 

not just with their family in mind but with an eye on

how it might appeal to potential buyers. ‘This is much 

smarter and more upmarket than our usual style,’ admits Emma. 

However, it isn’t by any stretch of the imagination your typical

family kitchen, as the couple have included some interesting 

details to stamp their own style onto it. The most striking being 

the wooden units and feature wall. Other eye-catching elements

include the limestone worktops, which inject a touch of luxury,

leather handles on the fat-fronted limed-oak cabinetry, a raised 

lip at the end of the run of base cabinets and a shallow shelf for

decorative objects on the timber-clad wall. ‘My natural style is rather

eclectic and I tried to add something diferent to everything we did so

that it’s a bit more organic than just a run of ftted cupboards.’ 

Thanks to a neutral colour scheme and a series of skylights and

windows ftted in the new extension, the overall look of the room is

sleek, airy and contemporary. ‘We didn’t go for a modern glass-box

extension because it would have been too bright in here compared to

the rest of the house, and the industrial-style, steel-framed Crittall

windows help to balance things out,’ explain Emma. 

‘When the time comes to move, we’ll be very sad to leave this

house as the kitchen’s such a lovely, bright space to be in,’ says Emma.

‘The whole place up has really opened up – it looks extraordinary.’

Relaxed setting
Evening meals take place in the

dining area but breakfast time
centres around the island. It has a

space cut out for vintage bar
stools, which the twins love
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‘we wanted a mixture of natural materials and textures  

– stone, wood and steel is the classic combination’

Project profile

THE OWNERS Emma Knight,
a photographer, her husband
Daniel, and their twins Ellie 
and Archie, four

THEIR HOME A Georgian house
in southwest London 

THE PROJECT A whole house
renovation, including extending
and remodelling the kitchen

ROOM SIZE 9.5 x 5.5m

DESIGNER The couple designed
their kitchen themselves

CABINETRY Bespoke limed
Dinesen Douglas wood units
with steel fronts and limed-oak
carcasses, made by John Halifax
Cabinetmakers, around £30,000,
cabinetry only

BUDGET £40,000 
(excluding building work)
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D E S I G N  S O L U T I O N  Emma explai ns…

What were your main objectives?
To transform the existing kitchen at the back  
of the property into a modern, open-plan family
space. Previously, it was a charming little lean-to
cottage kitchen, so we had to extend into the
garden and knock through all of the rooms on 
the ground foor to create one long area. Then
we levelled the foor and ceiling for a seamless
fnish. We wanted to avoid the sort of classic 
glass extension that you often get on the back 
of Victorian terraces, and chose Crittall windows
instead, which are more characterful and became
the inspiration for the whole interior design.

Did you work with a designer?
No, it was just Daniel and me. He’s very practical
so he drew up plans and diferent people made 

diferent parts from our drawings. Everything 
evolved from me looking at images on Pinterest. 

Why did you choose wood cladding 
for the cabinetry and wall?
I fell in love with Dinesen’s Douglas wood. 
It’s limed, and used on the foor and walls
throughout the space and, although it 
looks amazing I think I was a bit naive about 
how it would cope. It’s a very soft wood and 
I didn’t realise quite how much maintenance 
it would need once ftted. I don’t think I’d 
use it again for a kitchen.

Was the island more of a success?
Yes! We’re very pleased with how it’s turned out. 
I wanted an island that wasn’t fxed to the foor, 

because being able to see below it makes  
it more a piece of furniture rather than yet
another kitchen cupboard. We were able to
sacrifce some storage space because we had
enough alternative options elsewhere. I think 
the long, thin legs look very elegant and really
make the room. When we bought the wood 
for the foor, we made the planks one length 
to run from the back to the front of the house 
– it would have been a real shame not to be 
able to see that underneath the island. 

What’s your favourite feature?
On a practical level, the double-door fridge
freezer means no more digging around in the
back of the fridge for me. I’m never going back 
to standard, single-door designs again.

Open all hours 
The couple avoided wall-mounted

units to prevent the long kitchen 
from feeling too narrow. Instead, a
large larder cupboard on one wall
stores food and small appliances,

leaving the facing wall free
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‘The island is more

TradiTional compared 

To The conTemporary

uniTs, buT i Think They  

go well TogeTher’

Bright fantastic
The new extension at the back  
of the property not only provides
extra space, it also helps introduce
more light into the rest of the
open-plan scheme. ‘It was important
for light to fow right through  
the length of it,’ says Emma
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‘Our kitchen embraces the idea Of mOdern 

living, where yOu live and cOOk in One rOOm’ 

For stockist details go to page 125

The details The layout

CABINETRY Bespoke units made from 
limed Dinesen Douglas wood with steel fronts
and limed-oak carcasses, made by John
Halifax, around £30,000. Leather handles,
price on request, Turnstyle Designs

SURFACES For a similar limestone 
worktop try Stonell, around £900sq m.
Douglas wood fooring, price on 
application, Dinesen

APPLIANCES range cooker in stainless 
steel, £2,840, Falcon. Freestanding three-
door fridge freezer, £1,999, Fisher & Paykel.
Integrated wine cooler, £620, Rangemaster.
TrueSteam freestanding dishwasher  
in stainless steel, £509, LG

SINK AND TAP Centinox CEX 210 single-
bowl sink in stainless steel, £464, Franke.
Steam valve original monobloc mixer 
tap, £524, Holloways of Ludlow

FINISHING TOUCHES steel-framed
windows, around £5,000, The Steel Window
Company. Knoll Saarinen Tulip round 
dining table, from £1,560, Pink Apple
Designs, is identical. Lovely and Co sells 
rustic wooden stools, from £60 each. Gubi
semi pendant lights in white, £255 each,  
A White Room. The Oak Bahamas bar stool 
by Lover’s Lounge, £87, Furnish.co.uk, would
suit this scheme. Handcrafted mango wood
chopping board, £25, Notonthehighstreet.
com, is fairly similar to this one

Off the wall
A diferent type of wood
panelling decorates the

living areas, adding interest
and texture to the simple,

neutral scheme and
mimicking the windows 

 at either end of the room
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For stockist details go to page 125

Focus  |  Shopping
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PRINTS CHARMING
Put some personality onto your walls with afordable artwork

1 There’s a touch of Rothko about this Colour Study painting (Coral), 61 x 42cm, £79,
West Elm. 2 Just in case you need reminding... You’re a Good Egg limited-edition
letterpress print by Laura Seaby, 30 x 21cm, £25, The Calm Gallery. 3 Design enthusiasts
will delight in this classic David Mellor Cutlery print, 70 x 50cm, £55 unframed, The Mint
List. 4 There’s no need to frame this charming wooden Flamingo poster, 42 x 30cm, £22,
Graham and Green. 5 A quirky wedding gift perhaps? Personalised Travel Signpost print, 

from £15 unframed, Notonthehighstreet.com 6 The Orient Line to Australia print, from
£70, Surface View, harks back to the golden age of travel. 7 Make a subtle style statement
with the Ampersand print, 40 x 30cm, £35 unframed, Loop the Loop. 8 A visual feast
from sunnier climes, the framed limited-edition Cuba photograph by Louisa Seton, 59 x
84cm, costs £135, at Lumitrix. 9 This colourful Tomato giclée print is accompanied by
seven other prints in the English Breakfast Collection, 23 x 23cm, £18 unframed, Hokolo
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Create a great 
entertaining space
with the latest in
audio technology

F
rom tuning in to the radio as you grab breakfast to 

listening to the hits of the summer as you move leisurely 

between kitchen and garden, a good sound system has 

become an important part of the modern kitchen. And 

thanks to digital downloads and wireless Bluetooth, you’re no longer 

limited to a crackly old radio. If you’re planning an open kitchen, dining 

and living room arrangement, factor in hi-f and home entertainment 

systems at the earliest stage. Wireless home networks make it possible to 

enjoy music in every room, and in-ceiling speakers can provide invisible 

sound without spoiling the clean lines of the kitchen – all you need is a 

tablet or smartphone for controlling them. Even the humble radio has 

been transformed into a multimedia device boasting wireless 

connectivity, practical built-in battery chargers and stylish designs to 

enhance both ultramodern and traditional schemes.  

‘thE kItchEn should BE ABlE to functIon As A kItchEn WIthout BEIng

domInAtEd By thE tEchnology you hAvE put Into It’ Kris Hogg, MD, Konnectiv f
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Wireless living

Due to improvements in wireless

broadband, the phenomenal rise in

popularity of digital music downloads,

smartphones and tablet computers,

it’s now so easy to enjoy the benefts  

of wireless music systems throughout

your home. What once required a

professional installer, miles of cable

and a large budget, can now be set up

in a few minutes without breaking  

the bank. the simplest way to enjoy

wireless music in the kitchen is

through Bluetooth. look for radios,

speakers and hi-f systems that are

Bluetooth compatible and you’ll be

able to stream digital songs from your

smartphone at the push of a button.

there are dozens of designs available,

from the traditional – try the Roberts

Revival Blutune and Orla kiely evoke

Mio from Pure – to modern designs

such as the Pillar from stellé audio

and Bowers & Wilkins a7. the

advantage of Bluetooth is that any

smartphone or tablet can be used to

stream music and you’re not tied to a

particular streaming service or brand.

Don’t fret, many devices still include

traditional radio, cD player and iPod

dock for added convenience, so you can

choose one device to suit all users.

complete set up

Bluetooth doesn’t ofer multi-room

connectivity so you’ll need to pair 

your smartphone to a diferent

speaker if you move between rooms.

More advanced wi-f-connected

systems such as apple airPlay devices,

sonos and Pure Jongo can stream

music to multiple speakers 

simultaneously giving you greater

control. You can mix-and-match

speakers of the same brand to suit

each room with a go-anywhere,

battery-powered design in the 

kitchen, and a larger hi-f speaker 

in the open-plan living room.

integrated systems

if you’re planning a new kitchen  

and extension, it’s worth thinking

about home entertainment – music  

as well as tV/movies – before you

begin work. ask your kitchen designer

or talk to a home automation specialist

– for a list of professionals, contact

ceDia (custom electronic Design  

& installation association) at 

cedia.co.uk – and you can transform

your kitchen into a hi-tech home  

hub. using a combination of hidden

speakers, cables and media servers,

often known as nas (network

attached storage) drives, you can

access your home’s entertainment

through a hi-tech wall controller or

tablet. it’s important to consider

integrated technology in the same 

way you would the plumbing or

electrics; treat it as an afterthought

and you’ll need to hide cables and

boxes instead of enjoying seamless

integration. custom installations  

can do so much more than play music.

they’re designed to stream movies

from a hard drive onto any connected

tV and control the room’s lighting,

curtains, blinds as well as home

security. You can even create the

perfect setting for a romantic meal  

– dim the lights, close the curtains 

and play your favourite song.

TOP Available in other colours,
the Frost White Model One
AM/FM radio, £199, Tivoli Audio,
sounds impressive for its size 

ABOVE Artcoustic manufacture
low-profle speakers designed  
to complement your interior or 

disappear completely. Prices
range from £350-£4,000

BELOW The hi-f quality A7
wireless speaker uses Apple
Airplay to stream music from
your iPhone or computer’s hard
drive, £699, Bowers & Wilkins

n A Bluetooth speaker pairs with your smartphone or tablet and 
plays digital songs wirelessly around the house.
n A wi-f-connected system can stream music to multiple speakers 
around the house or play diferent tunes in diferent rooms all 
from the same smartphone or tablet.
n If you don’t have a music library such as iTunes you can still enjoy digital
tracks by using an online streaming service such as Spotify or Google Play. For
a monthly subscription, from £5, you can listen to millions of songs on demand.
n Think about wires before you build your new kitchen. Even a simple
radio has a cable, so factor it in to avoid a cluttered worksurface. 
n Make sure your stereo is loud enough. You’ll struggle to hear a basic
countertop radio over the extractor fan and dishwasher, that’s why multiple
speakers carefully positioned around the room will ofer comfortable 
listening without ear-splitting volume.

NEED TO KNOW

Coming next issue: Dishwashers25
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Cambridge Audio Minx Go
This award-winning small

Bluetooth speaker, £100, has
exceptional sound quality and 

up to 18 hour’s battery life. 

Pure Jongo S3
Using the Pure Connect music
streaming app, this works as a

Bluetooth speaker or part of a wi-f
multi-room system, £175.

Tivoli Audio Pal BT
Featuring FM/AM and Bluetooth,
plus all-day battery life, this is an

ideal kitchen radio. Available in red,
white, blue and black, it costs £239.

Jawbone Big Jambox
Its tactile rubber fnish is perfect

for the patio and kitchen, while the
powerful battery can even charge

your mobile phone, £250. 

Ted Baker Fastnet
A beautifully made, retro-inspired

Bluetooth speaker featuring 
hand-stitched leather in grey,
black or brown, priced £200. 

Beautiful kitchensBeautiful kitchens
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amina 01480 354390,
amina.co.uk
apple 0800 048
0408, apple.com/uk  
artcoustic  

01245 400904,
artcoustic.com  
bang & olufsen 
bang-olufsen.com/en
bowers & wilkins 
01903 221500,
bowers-wilkins.co.uk 
cambridge audio 

cambridgeaudio.com 
cedia 01480 213744,
cedia.co.uk
jawbone 020 3027
2094, jawbone.com  
john lewis 08456
049049, johnlewis.com 
kef 01622 672261, 
kef.com/gb
konnectiv 0114 299
7986, konnectiv.com  
libratone 
libratone.com 

loewe loewe-uk.com  
philips 0844 338
5041, philips.com 
pure 0845 148 9001,
pure.com
ruark audio 01702
601410, ruarkaudio.com  
sonos 0808 234
6596, sonos.com
ted baker 0845 130
4278, tedbaker.com 

tivoli 0800 047 0487,
tivoliaudio.co.uk

Get connected

the most important aspect of any

home technology is good, reliable

broadband. With more gadgets being

linked into the internet, including

radio, smart tV, lighting and security,

it’s best to choose the fastest speed

(shown in Mbps) you can aford. up  

to 8-16Mbps is typical for everyday

broadband packages and ideal for

general use. if you plan to stream

movies and music, and want to future-

proof your home, opt for up to 30Mbps

or more using fbre-optic services. if

you’re going to stream lots of content,

choose an ‘unlimited data’ plan to avoid

extra charges. for large homes, it’s

worth putting in a new cat 5 internet

cable and ftting extra ethernet

sockets to ensure a reliable connection

wherever you are in the house.

choosinG speakers

for years they’ve been little more than

ugly black boxes in the corner of the 

sitting room, but the modern speaker

can now all but disappear while still

emitting high-quality sound. a simple

radio is ideal for a compact kitchen

but, if you want to enjoy music while

dining or in an open-plan space, built-in

designs are recommended. Bose and

kef make integrated speakers that 

sit fush with the wall or ceiling and

provide high-quality sound throughout

the kitchen. for a basic all-in-one

hidden solution, try kB sound’s

iselect range of afordable fush-

ftting speakers, which include a radio

and remote control. artcoustic (from

£350) ofers a wide range of ultra-slim

speakers fnished in patterns, photos

and designs to look like artwork,  

while amina speakers (around £500),

disappear altogether as they’re built

into the wall and plastered over.

traditional speakers still ofer the best

sound quality and extra-small, wall-

mountable designs, like the 7cm Bose

sound cubes, are loud yet discrete.

key contacts

M u s i c  o n  t h e  M o V e 
Five of the best portable solutions for indoor and outdoor sounds.

ABOVE The rechargeable
PLAY Beolit 12, £599, Bang &
Olufsen, streams songs direct
from iPad, iPod, iPhone or Mac.

BELOW Evoke Mio DAB/FM
radio comes in 10 cool, two-tone
shades and has 30 preset
channels. Priced £129.99, Pure.
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Out of sight
Plenty of storage

options mean
everything is 

stowed away for a
clean, clutter-free

fnish, while the
fush-ftted

handleless units
create an

understated look
perfect for modern,
open-plan schemes

Feature Lucy SearLe

Photography richard GadSby

Simply      
        the best

alexandra and  

rhys oldfield’s  

effortlessly stylish

kitchen boasts a

host of practical 

solutions and

hidden surprises

0123456789
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THE OWNERS Alexandra Oldfeld
her husband Rhys, and their
children, Caspian, 8, Rafe, 5, and
Inigo, 1, plus Guinness the cat

THEIR HOME A Victorian terrace
in southwest London

THE PROJECT Knocking through
three rooms to form a large, open-
plan scheme and installing new
cabinetry and appliances

ROOM SIZE Around 7 x 5m

DESIGNER Robert Wilson  
from Granit Chartered Architects

CABINETRY Bespoke cabinetry
with MDF panelled doors by 
Alkena, £15,000, cabinetry only

BUDGET Around £40,000,
excluding building work

Project profile
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T
he kitchen that Alexandra and

Rhys Oldfeld inherited when

they moved into their south

London home merely consisted

of a sink and worktop. However, 

instead of rushing headlong into renovations,

they bought a second-hand kitchen from an

online auction site and lived with it for a 

year. ‘We wanted to get a feel for the place and

see how the light worked before rethinking

the layout,’ says Alexandra.

Extending the space was the best solution

to achieve the modern open-plan scheme 

the pair had in mind. ‘We brought lots of

pictures to our meetings with Robert Wilson

of Granit Chartered Architects, and we 

discussed the pros and cons of various 

styles,’ recalls Alexandra. ‘The room lent

itself to having the kitchen area in the left-

hand corner as you enter, which was great

because I wanted the view from the front 

door to be straight through to the garden,

which would create a lovely fow.’ 

The Oldfelds’ kitchen scheme features

sleek contemporary handleless cabinetry –

including an imposing multifunctional island

and a secret walk-in pantry, sourced from a

Lithuanian company recommended to the

couple by their builder. ‘We chose a modern

painted fnish so that the units can be easily

touched up, or repainted to transform the look

completely,’ explains Alexandra.

Balancing act 
Large matt ivory porcelain

tiles laid throughout help
create a smooth transition

from one zone to the next. 
The capacious island has

been painted the same
colour as the foors and

walls so that it doesn’t
dominate the room

0123456789
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‘i purposely mixed period,

classic and modern styles to

create an interesting mix – 

i always strive to be different’ 

In the box
As well as providing worktop and

storage, the cube-shaped island
discreetly houses a multitude of

kitchenalia, including an induction
hob and dishwasher. Its mirrored

plinths create a foating efect

What was your brief for this  
kitchen project?
Alexandra and Rhys wanted a kitchen scheme 
that wasn’t just a place for preparing food but also
the centre of home life – a place for daily living,
doing homework, relaxing, dining and entertaining
family and friends. A view out to the garden while
sitting at the island was important to the couple,
too, and they wanted the new space to feel like a
furnished living room as much as a ftted kitchen.

How did you set about achieving this?
Massive open-plan spaces are notoriously difcult 
to furnish so it was important to create a sense  

of separateness for diferent functions within 
the room, while still retaining its open feel. 
The kitchen needed to be practical for cooking
but, with young children in the house, this
potentially dangerous activity had to be in  
an isolated area away from the living and play
zones of the room for safety reasons. 

Was a gigantic island integral  
to the overall kitchen design?
It has many practical uses, but its size was simply
right for the space. As well as ofering views
outside – which is great for family living and
keeping an eye on the children – it also delineates 

the washing up and cooking zones from the 
dining area and sitting room, creating a cook’s
domain. It’s situated at an ideal distance from 
the surrounding units to allow easy access  
to its contents and the dishwasher.

Are all the appliances strategically
positioned, too? 
Yes, they’re all perfectly located for ease of use. 
For example, the built-in Gaggenau ovens are next
to the pantry; the dishwasher is in the island where
dishes would be stacked up after meals; and the
island hob is centred so that there’s plenty of  
prep space either side of it. 

d e s i g n  s o l u t i o n  Arch i tec t  Rob er t  Wi lson  explai ns… 
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The layout

Cold comfort
The fully integrated fridge
was positioned at the end 
of the run so that it’s easily
accessible by both the 
cook and anyone sitting 
at the breakfast bar

Easy access
All cooking utensils are stored inside
sleek, handleless drawers directly below
the induction hob. When it’s not in 
use, the downdraft extractor recesses
neatly back into the worktop 

Water works
A Quooker tap means there’s no
kettle cluttering the worktop, and the
monobloc mixer’s spray attachment 
is great for hosing down the sinks

Did you have any infuence over  
the choice of cabinetry?
No, Alexandra and Rhys had a very good idea 
of what they wanted in terms of cabinetry 
and the materials used. We designed a simple
painted, fush-ftted scheme to give a clean,
minimal look that wouldn’t overpower the space
with detail. We also recommended a background
colour that emphasised the kitchen area rather
than one that shouted out too loudly.

How was the layout created?
The kitchen area allowed for a well-proportioned
square scheme with sleek lines and loads of
storage, so the layout needed straight runs  
of units without any complex corner cupboards. 
To manage costs, the design was worked out to 

standard unit modules, and the recessed fnish
helps reduce the feeling of a standard kitchen.

Are there any interesting features?
Yes, a large walk-in pantry in the design was all
about being efcient with the space available 
and it made the kitchen more user-friendly.  
At one end it’s a food store and on the opposite
side there’s a coat cupboard. 

Do you have any design tips?
Create a clear picture of exactly what you want
from your new kitchen before working up layouts
or thinking about appliances or furniture. With a
strong brief, an architect can help you realise your
ideal kitchen, whether it’s all about cooking, family
life or somewhere designed for entertaining. 

0123456789
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Form and function
All the materials used were chosen

for both practical and aesthetic
reasons. For example, the white glass

splashback not only echoes the
Ceasarstone worktop but it’s easy 

to wipe clean and also refects light
into the darkest part of the roomw

Attention 
to detail

Timber cabinetry
interiors complement
the breakfast bar and

stools, while adding
warmth and interest

For stockist details go to page 125

The details

CABINETRY Bespoke units with MDF panelled doors by Alkena,
£15,000. Cabinetry paint, Stone Green and Connecticut Blue 
eggshell, both £48.50 for 2.5 litres, Dulux

SURFACES Snow 2141 Caesarstone worktop, around £700 for a 3 x 
1.4m slab, Domo. Walnut worktop, price included with cabinetry,
Alkena. Try Glass Inspirations for a white glass splashback like this
one, from £75 for 600 x 700mm. Wall paint, Dusted Moss 2 vinyl 
matt emulsion, £24.29 for 2.5 litres, Dulux Trade. Fossil Ivory matt
porcelain foor tiles by Saloni, around £24.44sq m, Tile Mountain

APPLIANCES Built-in steam oven, £2,040; built-in combination
microwave, £2,212; built-in warming drawer, £560; induction hob,
£2,834; built-in cofee machine, £1,800, all Gaggenau from Such Designs.
Westin Lisser downdraft extractor (excluding motor), £1,684, Icon
Appliances. Fully integrated fridge, £1,189; fully integrated freezer,
£1,099, both Liebherr. Fully integrated dishwasher, £726, Siemens

SINK AND TAPS Blanco Claron 340/180-U one-and-a-half-bowl 
sink in stainless steel, £794; for a similar monobloc mixer tap  
try Blancotrim-Flex, £307, both Blanco. Design boiling-water tap, 
£890, Quooker. Evolution 100 waste-disposal unit, £348, Insinkerator

FINISHING TOUCHES The Al�e corner sofa, £2,699, Sofa 
Workshop, is comparable. To recreate the style of this dining area 
take a look at Mireval wooden cabinet in weathered oak, £2,475;
Camargue wooden dining chairs, £169 each, all OKA. Brownrigg
Decorative Antiques’ 19th- century French burr elm round dining
table, £1,600, would suit this scheme. The Briggs bar stool, £199, 
Out & Out Original, is a good alternative to this design. Antique 
French bronze chandelier, £160, HomesDirect 365, is similar. 
Curtains in Nina Campbell Amazonas Manaus fabric £78m,
Alexander’s of Ipsden. Diamantini & Domeniconi Cucú large 
white cuckoo clock, £254, Black by Design. Port Cuisine  
pop-up socket, £133, EVOline

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS
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french fancy
Freestanding painted units, smoked oak floors and a whitewashed

brick wall bring more than a touch of the Mediterranean to  

Natalie and Ray Stevens’ newly extended kitchen

Feature Stephanie Smith  Photography Colin poole

Easy living 
Not only is there space for
entertaining, but Natalie has
created a convivial and warm
atmosphere. Soft colours and
textures evoke her childhood
summers in Provence

BeAuTiFuL kiTcheNS
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the oWneRS Natalie
Stevens and her husband Ray,
a former Olympic Judo silver
medallist, who together run
the Ray Stevens Academy 

theiR home A 1930s three
bedroom semi-detached house
in southwest London 

the pRoJeCt The Stevenses
ripped out a galley kitchen
and extended into the side
return and garden, replacing
an old garage to provide a large
multifunctional kitchen space 

Room SiZe 7 x 7m

DeSiGneR Donna Aragi, 
Stait of the Art

CaBinetRY Bespoke units
in tulipwood with oak linings
from Stait of the Art. £25,000

BUDGet Around £50,000
including French windows but
excluding building work

Project profile

BeAuTiFuL kiTcheNS
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‘Think about where your table is going to go and make sure the unit that holds your

crockery is nearby, so you don’t have to carry things from one end of the room to the other’

Well-loved pieces 
A new kitchen didn’t mean

all-new accessories and

furniture for Natalie, who

made sure the scheme suited

treasured items she’s collected 
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 R 
enting their home before they

bought it meant Natalie and Ray

Stevens knew exactly what they

wanted to do with the small galley

kitchen in their 1930s semi. ‘We 

love to entertain and an open-plan design was a

must,’ says Natalie. ‘Once we got planning

permission, we knocked down a wall between the

kitchen and the dining room and extended out.’ 

While the building work was progressing,

Natalie had time to think about the kitchen. ‘I’m

half French and used to spend summers in the south

of France,’ she says. ‘I knew I wanted a Provençal-style 

kitchen but with a modern edge. I saw something

close to what I was after at a friend’s house – it was by

a new company called Stait of the Art, so I called

them up and met designer Donna Aragi.’ 

With Donna’s advice, and taking the smoked

grey oak foor as the starting point for the colour

scheme, the kitchen began to emerge over the

summer, with Natalie adding her own pieces, such

as an antique chandelier she’d had for years, and her

old oak table, which had been in storage, along with

her favourite china. ‘Donna really listened to what I

said and translated my vague ideas into design

genius,’ smiles Natalie. ‘I really could be in France.’ 

above right 

Gap in the market 
A handy space between units has 
been made into a wine rack

below from left

Perfect blend 
The pale range matches the cabinetry 

Wooden inside 
Drawers are lined in oak for a luxury look

Triple use 
The three-in-one tap dispenses hot, cold
and boiling water in an easy-to-use design

0123456789
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CABINETRY Bespoke units in tulipwood with 
oak linings from Stait of the Art, from £25,000.
Cabinetry paint, Cornforth White and Down 
Pipe estate eggshell, both £51 for 2.5 litres, 
Farrow & Ball

suRfACEs Engineered stone Diresco worktops in
Beach Dark Grey, from £350lin m, supplied by Acqua
Kitchens. Grey smoked oak fooring, £95sq m, Cugo
Gran from Stait of the Art. Wall paint, Strong White
estate emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball; 
Grey Steel V matt emulsion, £21 for 2.5 litres, Dulux

ApplIANCEs Elise range cooker, £2,159,
Rangemaster; integrated fridge freezer, £299, 
Beko; integrated dishwasher, £275, Smeg, all
Appliances Online. Extractor, £599, Westin

sINk ANd TAps PKX undermounted sink, £414.50;
Minerva three-in-one tap, £1,070; both Franke 

fINIsHING TOuCHEs Contemporary roofight,
£2,500, Vision Roofights. Bespoke French windows, 
in hardwood with antique cremones by Clayton 
Munro, around £12,000, Stait of the Art. Vintage
Chinese stools, £120 each; reindeer-skin rug, £99,
both Cosy Glimpse. Plisse silk shade wall lights, 
£105 each, Idyll Home

For stockist details go to page 125

What furniture did you decide on?
We agreed on one large freestanding
unit for crockery and special pieces by
the table, with painted units everywhere
else. Natalie wanted an island, too, and
she dislikes stainless steel, so appliances
needed to be integrated or disguised. 

How did you give the room
character?
I felt that the warm greys, tactile painted
brick and smoked oak fooring should
be the main features. I dissuaded Natalie
from having lots of downlights, and to
use wall lights and the chandelier on a
dimmer to create atmosphere. The
Belgian oak fooring was the initial point
of design and the colours and textures
were worked around it. 

Tell us about the brick wall
Once we’d decided the room was going
to have a French feel, I suggested that 

we go for an exposed brick wall. It’s
actually just half bricks set into the new
wall, but it gives a great efect. Once it
was fnished, the bricks still looked a bit
raw and too dark, so we put a whitewash
over them – literally a solution of
watered down white emulsion. It didn’t
take long to do and looks much better,
giving the wall an instant aged feel. 

Where did the idea for the
integrated extractor come from?
Natalie made it clear she hated
contemporary cooker hoods, with their
angular shapes. Some people like to
make a feature of their extractor –
almost treating it as an extra piece of
furniture – but Natalie wanted to hide 
it. Installing an integrated design was
simple, but to disguise it, I hit on the
idea of putting the spare bricks from 
the wall around the extractor, to make 
it look like an old-fashioned chimney. 

D E S I G n  S O l u t I O n 
D es ig ner D onna Arag i  explains...

The details

Hounds of love
Artwork featuring dogs is
displayed on all the walls.
Ray did this painting on the
back wall as a tribute to their
bull terrier, Archie, who sadly
died two years ago 
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The layout

‘Get an instant touch of

luxury with a chunky

fnish to your worktop. The

surface is normal depth,

but the mitred ends are

60mm deep, giving the 

illusion that the worktop 

is much more expensive’ 

Sun-kissed beauty
Putting a large roofight

over the sitting area adds to
the feeling of height and

allows light to stream in

BEAutIFul KItCHEnS
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Uplifting touches
Splashes of vivid colour in the seat
pads and cushion covers enliven the
room’s neutral scheme, while timber
and granite add contrast and texture

building their own home gave liz and jonathan

toomer the blank canvas they needed to create 

the kitchen of their dreams 

New beginnings

Feature JANE CRITTENDEN  Photography AlISTAIR NICHOllS
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 F
or Liz and Jonathan Toomer,

building a new house in rural

West Sussex provided the

perfect chance to create a

purpose-made kitchen. ‘It 

was fantastic knowing that I could plan 

it without any limitations,’ says Liz.

Armed with a complete blank canvas,

Liz had a clear idea about what she wanted

from the new scheme. ‘It had to be the

focal point of our home and spacious

enough for all the family,’ she explains. 

‘I also wanted the room to be bright and 

to make the most of the garden and views.’

With this brief in mind, architect

Gavin Sargent from WCEC Architecture,

created a generous open-plan kitchen-

diner at the rear of the house. Floor-to

-ceiling bifold doors open onto a terrace, 

a swimming pool and landscaped gardens

overlooking the beautiful countryside. 

When it came to choosing a kitchen,

Liz favoured a traditional look, selecting

a Shaker-style design with pale-coloured

doors and striking black granite worktops

from John Hollis Furniture. ‘I love its

modern yet classic look,’ she explains. 

When the Toomers are all at home,

the kitchen is where they tend to gather. 

‘I adore it when the doors are wide open 

in the summer and we all mill in and out,

enjoying the seamless blend of the inside

and outside space,’ says Liz. ‘It’s perfect.’ 

THE OWNERS Liz Toomer, her
husband Jonathan, and their sons,
Jasper, 14, Barney, 12, and Gus, 9

THEIR HOME A fve-bedroom
house built in 2010, West Sussex

THE PROJECT Installing a 
new kitchen-diner designed 
by WCEC Architecture

ROOM SIZE 9.23 x 6.83m, 
kitchen only 

DESIGNER John Hollis 
at John Hollis Furniture

CABINETRY Shaker-style solid
timber kitchen units from John
Hollis Furniture, £16,000

BUDGET Around £25,000,
excluding building work

Project profile

BEAuTIFuL kITCHEnS
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Staggered dining
Liz decided that she didn’t need a

separate oven or hob as she’s happy to
use the Aga for cooking all the family

meals. ‘I fnd it very handy, especially as
the boys sometimes need to eat at

diferent times,’ she says

How did you formulate a clear idea of your ideal kitchen?
I spoke to friends who have had new kitchens put in over the last couple 
of years and asked them what they couldn’t live without. I stole a few ideas,
such as having a hot-water tap and a prep sink within the central island. 

Why did you choose John Hollis as your kitchen designer?
I knew that John was able to build bespoke kitchens, which was useful in terms
of having any size cupboard we wanted. This was particularly handy for the
huge pans and roasting trays we use for the Aga, so he designed drawers in
the exact format we needed and handily placed them either side of the oven. 

Was the layout fnalised before you hired John?
I showed John the architectural drawings so that he could see the shape  
of the room. Nothing had been built at that point – although I had a good
idea of the type of layout I wanted. Taking the open-plan format and built-in
larder into account, it made sense to place the sink under the window, the
Aga along the back wall, and the large island in the middle of the room. 

Did you have any specifc design features in mind?
I wanted a mantel over the Aga, I also wanted a layout and a generously
proportioned island that people could easily circulate around. John came 
up with the correct proportions in relation to the size of the room, ensuring
that the scheme looks right and works well within the space we have. 

How did you fnalise the look of the cabinetry?
I showed John a cutting of a Shaker-style kitchen that I liked and asked 
him to design something similar. The cabinets in the picture were grey but 
I opted for warmer Farrow & Ball shades for both the cupboards and walls.

Did you have to compromise on anything?
I would have liked an old-fashioned larder with a cold shelf but we couldn’t
fnd enough space to accommodate one. Instead, I have a normal cupboard
larder, which is still brilliant. Additionally, the only place for the fridge freezer
to go was alongside the larder, so it isn’t as sizable as I’d have liked. 

Did you face any problems during the project?
I realised that the window in the main kitchen area was going to be too high
up. Fortunately, I noticed this before the builders started working on that
part of the room, so there was time to change it. Also, the electrics had to
be installed before the kitchen was ftted, so we had a moment when the
light above the island wasn’t in quite the right place – we’ve since moved it.

Would you change anything?
The granite worktops mark very easily and need cleaning all the time. But 
I still love their density of colour and the contrast they ofer to the light-
coloured cabinetry and walls. Lakeland’s Worktop Wonder is a complete
life-saver as the invisible flm it leaves on the surface deters water.

d e s i g n  s o l u t i o n  Liz  exp lai ns …

Beautiful kitchens
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Spice store
Liz wanted all her
herbs and spices
hidden away but still
within easy reach, so
the custom-made
shelves and spice
rack for the larder
are an ideal solution

Slim pickings
Slimline cupboards 
are perfect for storing
chopping boards

The real deal
Proving it’s all in the
details, the inside of
the drawers are made
of beautiful solid oak

Double-up
A generous-
sized double
butler sink with
a pull-out spray
tap makes
washing-up  
a breeze

Beautiful kitchens
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The layout

‘I wanted to keep the colour scheme neutral as I lIke to

brIghten up a contemporary look wIth vIbrant furnIshIngs’

Pretty practical
The rustic table and secondhand chairs contrast with
the sleek lines of the kitchen and provide comfortable

seating for busy mealtimes. Made from durable,
wipeable PVC, the cheerful coloured seat pads are 

a practical solution for a young family

For stockist details go to page 125

The details

CABINETRY Shaker-style cabinets, £16,000,
John Hollis Furniture in Shaded White estate
eggshell, £51 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball

APPLIANCES Royal Blue four-door oil-fred aga,
£7,595, Blades. Whirlpool American-style fridge
freezer, £1,525; Nef dishwasher, £433; Caple
under-counter single-zone wine cabinet, £317, 
all sourced from John Hollis Furniture

SURFACES 40mm honed black granite 
and wooden worktop, £3,900, John Hollis 

Furniture. Honed Applestone 600 x 400mm
foor tiles, £34sq m, Boniti. Retro Metro 75  
x 15mm wall tiles in Swiss Cottage, 85p each,
Fired Earth. walls painted in Slipper Satin
estate emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres, available
from Farrow & Ball

SINK AND TAP Franke Swiss Pro kitchen 
sink mixer tap with pull-out spray, £374,
Plumbworld. For a similar sink, try RAK
Gourmet sink 10 white ceramic Belfast 
style double bowl, £200, Heat and Plumb

FINISHING TOUCHES Morso wood-burning
stove with fue and glass hearth, £3,230, Bolney
Stoves. Glenn bar stools, £55 each; Soderhamn
three-seater sofa in Isefall Natural, £515, both
Ikea. Charleston Ovale light by Refex, £3,000,
Anna Casa at Chelsea Harbour. dining table,
£700, Ardingly Antiques Fair. Pink-and-green
cushion covers, £8.99 each, H&M. Handmade
coloured PVC chair cushions, £775, by interior
designer, Catherine Richards at InColour

BEAutIFul KItCHENS
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in the know
there’s more to the perfect kitchen than choosing cupboards – the

following pages are dedicated to great inspiration and straight-talking

advice for all the key elements that will help you to shape your room

62 plan We demand so much more from our kitchens these 

days and open-plan living is an excellent solution. An extension – large or small

– or something as simple as removing a wall can unlock your home’s potential.

68 surface  We’re enjoying the resurgence of tiles 

and the design possibilities and creativity they can bring. Handmade artisan

designs, in particular, are wonderful at adding colour, texture, pattern and 

depth for splashbacks and fooring to suit kitchens of all styles. 

80 decorate A bold colour palette and crisp graphic

prints are at the heart of the latest take on country.  It’s a fresh new look that’s 

not just for classic kitchens – use it to add interest to modern schemes, too. 

90 tHe looK  While the sleek, clean lines of modern

cabinetry never dates, subtle shifts ensure contemporary design is always

evolving. This issue’s gallery explores some innovative approaches.

92 sHop From panels and doors to reclaimed parquet, chairs 

and pews, architectural salvage is a creative, environmentally friendly and 

often afordable way to add instant interest and character to your kitchen.

Beautiful kitchens

74 cHIll Big leaps in design and technology have produced

refrigeration that looks great, stores more and, most importantly, preserves 

food for longer. We look at the latest features and the new fexible refrigeration

that allows you to swap between fridge and freezer space on demand.  
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plan... open kitchen,
dining, living spaces ofer great

versatility for the way we live today 

It’s not always possible to move an entire wall – you 
may need to leave a section or pillar as a support. Play 
it to your advantage using it to screen a dining area or
create a visible break. This single-story extension by 
AR Design Studio costs around £200,000. Kitchen 
by The Myers Touch, from around £35,600

Beautiful kitchens
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T
he modern kitchen 

is all about having

space to cook, eat,

entertain, gather as a 

family and relax. Therefore, the

average kitchen project has become so

much more than simply upgrading old

cabinetry and appliances. A trusted

home insurance survey shows that one

in fve UK households had removed a

downstairs wall in the past 10 years,

while one in three were already

enjoying the benefts of an open-plan

kitchen and dining scheme. The big

appeal is for the kitchen and cook to 

be part of the action when entertaining

and, on a day-to-day basis, for the whole

family to be together. In this time-

pressed age, it’s a real boon to be able to

ofer help with homework while

preparing the evening meal – and to be

able to keep one eye on tots and teens

while managing other tasks. ‘People

have become generally less formal and

so are more willing to share cooking,

dining and relaxing areas,’ says Tim

Higham of Higham Furniture. ‘When

throwing a dinner party, it’s seen as

sociable to cook and entertain at the

same time.’ This is the time of year

when open-plan layouts really come

into their own, as the majority of

kitchens include large amounts of glass

to let in light and provide easy access to

the garden, which vastly expands the

living and entertaining space.

Advice  |  Planning

Beautiful kitchens
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‘Think abouT where guesTs will siT while you cook and where you 

siTuaTed away from The work zone so no one geTs in The way, buT close 

ASSESSING THE OPTIONS

An expensive extension is not the only option 

for gaining more room. A frst step should

always be to see if there’s potential in the space

you already have – a little-used dining room,

part of a hallway, a garage. it’s worth calling in

the professionals at this early stage as a trained

eye will see solutions you simply won’t. find  

an architect in your area that specialises in

residential projects through riBA (royal

institute of British Architects, riba.com).

Alternatively, consider using an interior

designer who can oversee the whole project,

from structural alterations to decorating,  

or a good kitchen designer. with so many

homeowners reconfguring space for the sole

purpose of creating an open-plan kitchen, many

kitchen companies are very experienced at

seeing the bigger picture and often have good

contacts with local builders. ‘they may also 

know of an architect who has undertaken 

a similar project,’ says Katy Paul, designer 

at richard Baker furniture. 

SMALL GAINS

sometimes it’s only a matter of feet that’s

required to create enough room for a dining

area. one of the most popular extensions is the

side return, which steals little-used alley space

from the side of Victorian semis and terraced

houses. it’s a great way to increase foor space

without encroaching on the garden, a big factor

in cities where outdoor space is at a premium.

THE RIGHT PERMISSION

while knocking down walls is relatively simple

(rarely requiring planning permission but still

needing building regulations), many extensions

now qualify for permitted development, so there’s

no need for planning permission here, too. there 

may be ‘party wall’ issues, though, so always

check with your local planning ofce – you can also

fnd helpful advice at the government website,

planningportal.gov.uk. Part of the attraction of

building an extension is the chance to add glass

doors and skylights to food the space with light.

these are subject to Part l of building regulations

relating to thermal efciency – your glass supplier,

builder or architect will be able to advise here.

PLANNING SERVICES

whether you’re using an architect, interior

designer or a design and build company, it’s

important to get your kitchen designer on board

as early as possible. ‘commission a kitchen as

soon as you can so that the designer can work  

in harmony with your architect,’ recommends

Matt Podesta, owner of Podesta. ‘wiring and

plumbing especially needs to be planned from  

a very early stage.’ Alex saint, design manager   

When planning a scheme, 
choose a colour palette that  
can extend across all zones. 
Here, an all-white fnish is lifted
by variations in shape and texture.
Chelsea Studio kitchen by Plain
English, from £48,000

BeAutiful Kitchens
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c o n s i d e r
t h e 
f o l l o w i n g

■ ‘An island can double
as a serving area and  
is a cost-efective way
of planning a kitchen,’
says Alex Saint, design
manager at Kitchen
Architecture. 
■ ‘Drawers that store
100 pieces of crockery
will scale down the
amount of furniture you
need, creating a lighter
look than the traditional
ftted kitchen,’ adds Alex.
■ Full-height slide away
doors are a good option
for making the kitchen
disappear from view.
■ Use the cabinetry to
create a contained space
for the cook, keeping
children and guests
frmly outside.
■ Position the kitchen
to be away from
through trafc and 
with a clear view of the
dining area, living zone
and garden. 
■ Modern fnishes are all
about using the unusual
to add depth, interest
and texture, and are
designed to blend into  
a living space. 
■ Opt for quiet
appliances and good
extraction. Create a
utility area for washing
machines if possible.
■ Keep the sink and
dishwasher away from
the seating area – no 
one wants to look at 
dirty dishes or listen  
to a whirring appliance.
■ It makes sense to
have cutlery, glassware,
wine chillers and co�ee
makers all accessible
from the dining zone.

would like To eaT. shorT-sTay seaTing such as breakfasT bars need To be 

enough so conversaTion flows easily’ Stephanie Dedes, design and marketing manager, Charles Yorke

Advice  |  Planning

Extending your home with a glass-roofed 
structure will food a new kitchen with daylight,

allowing a choice of darker cabinetry and gloss-free
surfaces. This Urbo kitchen by Roundhouse has

been fnished in matt lacquer, with crisp white
Corian and stainless-steel worksurfaces that ooze
industrial chic. Bespoke kitchens start at £30,000

0123456789
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Introducing light into an open-plan basement is key but 
that doesn’t mean it can’t be cosy. This sleek white cabinetry  

is framed by dark timber, which lends a feeling of warmth.
Woodstock Furniture kitchens cost from around £30,000

below Dedicated lighting, from task to mood, is tailored 
to suit each activity or occasion. For a similar kitchen try Neil

Lerner, from £30,000. TriBeCa oak fooring, £203.82sq m, Ecora

Coming next issue: Basement kitchens

‘If you extend the kItchen and make It Into a more Informal lIvIng 

    a smaller, more casual table In the kItchen area Instead  

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS
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key contacts

ar design studio 
01962 864545,
ardesignstudio.co.uk
barnes of  

ashburton 
01364 653613,
barnesofashburton.co.uk
boffi 
020 7590 8910,
bofuk.com
charles yorke 
01623 756080, 
charlesyorke.com
corian 
0800 962116,
corian.co.uk
doca uk 
020 3603 8835,
docauk.com 

ecora 
020 7148 5265,
ecora.co.uk
gregory phillips

architects 
020 7724 3040,
gregoryphillips.com
higham furniture 
0800 047 0235,
higham.co.uk
holloways  

of ludlow 

020 7371 1787,
hollowayskitchens.com
increation 
020 3131 7196,
increation.co.uk
interior studios

london 

07711 302701,
interiorstudioslondon.com
john osborn  

design 
07939 586481,
johnosborndesign.com
kba direct

01923 804232,
kbadirect.com
kesseler 
01773 830609,
kesseler.co.uk
kitchen  

architecture 
01865 426990,
kitchenarchitecture.co.uk
neil lerner 
020 7433 0705,
neillerner.com

nolte 
01707 290444, 
 nolte-kitchens.com
plain english 
01449 774028,
plainenglishdesign.co.uk
podesta 
01494 677770,
podesta.uk.com
rencraft 
01732 762682,
rencraft.co.uk
riba 
020 7580 5533, 
architecture.com
richard baker  

furniture 
020 8336 1777,
richardbakerfurniture.co.uk

roundhouse 
020 7297 6220,
roundhousedesign.com
second nature 
01325 505539, 
sncollection.co.uk
siematic uk 

0161 246 6010,
siematic.co.uk
sola kitchens 
020 3004 0898,
solakitchens.com
the myers touch 
01962 600182,
themyerstouch.co.uk
woodstock  

furniture 
020 8876 0131,
woodstockfurniture.co.uk

Advice  |  Planning

■ Where running the same fooring
throughout, add a large rug in the living
zone to make it feel more welcoming.
■ Don’t stint on soft furnishings and
window treatments, and match them  
to an accent colour in the kitchen.
■ A good lighting system will let you
move the focus from zone to zone.
Build up layers of light, including lamps,
and make it fully dimmable so you can
change the mood on demand.
■ In a very large room, freestanding
shelving can be used to divide living
and dining areas, creating room for
display and providing a level of privacy.
■ Don’t get too matchy-matchy  
with the furniture but make sure  
the overall look is cohesive. 
■ Include enough storage in each area
to minimise clutter – media cabinets,
ottomans and sideboards are all good.
■ Ensure there’s enough space to 
move about the room freely. 
■ Hang artwork and fabulous pendant
lights to lead the eye around the space.

space, you mIght stIll want a separate formal dInIng room. consIder    

of tryIng to make It fulfIl both functIons’ John Osborn, interior designer

at Kitchen Architecture agrees. ‘Extraction and

ducting, in particular, can be a headache to get

right in an open-plan scheme,’ he says. 

VISUALISING SPACE

It’s hard enough to picture a new kitchen in an

existing space but imagining a whole new room

can seem impossible. The truth is, you’ll only get

a true sense of the space when the walls come

down. Architect’s drawings and designer’s CAD

(computed-aided design) images will help give 

a feel for the area and what will ft and where.

Your designer will assess it in a range of ways,

from how trafc fows to best view points and

aesthetics, as well as practical considerations

such as the position of existing services such  

as power and drainage. ‘It’s quite common to

discover that ceiling and foor heights between

adjoining rooms are signifcantly diferent, even

though they appeared the same when the rooms

were separated,’ says Robert Burnett, head of

design, Holloways of Ludlow. ‘So plan ahead and

measure up to prevent a small project becoming

more complex than anticipated.’ 

FUNCTIONAL FRAMEWORK

A hard-working space will need the right

framework in place, which is something that

needs addressing at the start of the project and

where a good designer can help. ‘An interior

designer is diferent from an interior decorator 

who chooses colours and cushions,’ says designer

John Osborn. ‘A good interior designer should

understand the technical aspects of drainage,

electrics, water supply and waste, pipework,

plumbing, cables and lighting circuits – all the

structural elements required to realise the best

design. An electrician will put sockets and

switches wherever is easiest, not necessarily

where they look most attractive while an interior

designer will create something that works

functionally and aesthetically.’ This is especially

challenging in an open-plan kitchen where  

a range of services are required. 

IN THE KITCHEN

The rise of the open-plan layout has had a huge

impact on cabinetry design. What used to be a

simple choice of base and wall units has exploded

into hundreds of permutations – from tall

cupboards to provide maximum storage and

appliance housings to islands that double as

seating areas and foating units that blend with

living-room furniture. Paradoxically, layouts

have got simpler. The old stalwarts of galley,

double-galley, U- and L-shaped were designed 

to maximise storage and cut down on the distance

travelled from sink to fridge to hob – the work

triangle. These days, we’re used to seeing huge

banks of storage with a parallel island not only

defning the zone of the kitchen but creating a

double galley and maintaining that triangle. 

C O M F O R T  Z O N E S

each area must have its own identity
yet be an integrated part of the
whole. Give these useful tips a try: 
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surface... handmade &
artisan tiles bring a unique mix

of colour, pattern and texture, adding

instant character to walls and foors

T
here’s something about tiles –

they’re tactile and ofer the potential

for adding colour, pattern and

personality that few other surfaces

can match. Decorative tiles fell out of favour for a while

but they’re most defnitely back, with a huge choice of

forms and fnishes for both walls and foors. Of course,

one of the greatest appeals is their individuality, and

you’ll fnd the best selection in artisan and handmade

tiles. Thanks to the diferent materials, processes,

fring temperatures, glazes and handpainting skills, 

no two tiles will be identical. ‘Handmade tiles aren’t

uniformly perfect – that’s what gives them their warmth

and character,’ says Joshua Kennedy of independent

tile retailer, Bert & May. ‘Tiles are making a major

comeback and a feature, such as a splashback in unusual

tiles, can really personalise a space,’ adds interior and

kitchen designer Chantel Elshout. ‘From simple glazed,

rustic squares that add texture to dazzling Moorish

patterns that grab attention, they make an interesting

foil to neutral colours and seamless fnishes, enlivening

your kitchen and making it feel totally yours.’

One of the oldest surface coverings available, tiles

create a very practical fnish. Waterproof and easy to

wipe clean, they’re perfect for splashbacks and foors,

and ofer almost endless design possibilities. A few

words of warning about handmade tiles, though: as

they tend to be made of clay rather than porcelain, 

they are better suited to walls rather than foors, and

their lack of uniformity makes them more difcult  

to lay so it’s important to use a skilled tiler. 

Where possible, try to plan ahead. ‘Often a

splashback is almost an afterthought, but it really 

pays to work out what you want before your kitchen 

is ftted,’ advises Paul Wood, showroom manager at

Criterion Tiles. ‘Not only will this help you achieve 

the most balanced look, but it will also mean your 

shelves and units can be ftted at exactly the right

height to accommodate your tiles. And the bigger 

the tiles, the more crucial this is, because you 

don’t want to end up with awkward gaps.’

A LUXURIOUS TOUCH 

As a general guide, prices are usually between 

about £80 to £220sq m for handmade and artisan 

tiles. Expect to pay more, however, for those made 

with luxurious materials or with very high levels  

of craftsmanship. ‘But the good news,’ points out 

Paul, ‘is that depending on the size of your kitchen, 

you might only need two to three square metres of 

tiles to create your splashback, which is a relatively 

low investment to transform your room.’ 

T H E  B E A U T Y  O F  A R T I S A N  T I L E S 

BEAUTIFUL kITCHENS

Advice  |  Finishes
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this page Half-brick stripes of
Made a Mano Pop terracotta tiles,

£386sq m, Laurence Pidgeon, catch
the eye against a plain background

LeFt This delicate Estrella mosaic
consists of Thassos white marble,

white glass and shell, £396sq m, 
Artistic Tile for De Ferranti

BEAUTIFUL kITCHENS 69
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Advice  |  Finishes

r u s t i c  Simple handmade clay-based tiles with
uneven edges and gentle undulations, and tiny
chips and cracks will create a natural rustic look,
perfect for relaxed, vintage kitchen schemes, as
they work especially well with faded colours and
delicate patterns. Or, in bolder, more intense
shades of plain lustrous colour, they’ll make an
eye-catching feature, adding drama to the simplest
kitchen design. Because of the irregular fnish  
of handmade tiles, the glaze colours tend to  
pool on the surface, forming interesting depths  
of colour. The crazed and crackled surfaces of old
tiles are sometimes reproduced, creating a pretty
antiqued efect enhanced by the way light catches
them and is refracted around the room. 
h a n d pa i n t e d  Tiles can be handpainted by
artists with an individual motif or a mixture to make
a mural – possibly using inks or special enamels
before fring and glazing to create a protective
fnish. Choose from delicate fowers, traditional
delftware designs or vibrant, modern patterns.
e m b o s s e d  Tiles with a raised design are usually
made from clay set in moulds before fring and 

fettling (trimming by hand to removed excess
clay). Sometimes the protruding sections are
painted before the tiles are fred again and 
glazed. The same process is used to create
mouldings, dado rails and end pieces. 
m e ta l l i c  Cast-metal tiles or those fnished 
with metallic glazes, including copper, gold and
bronze or a more steely efect in inky greys, add 
a luxurious and glamorous touch. Use them in
mix-and-match formats and diferent surface
textures for added impact, then accentuate the
gleaming efect with lighting. 
e n c a u s t i c  These Victorian-style tiles feature
decorative designs that are stamped or literally
burnt into the clay body. The impression is flled
with liquid clay of contrasting colour and fused in 
its fring, so that the pattern on the surface is not  
a product of the glaze but of the diferent colours 
of clay – and as the tile is worn down, the design
remains. Combine them with less-expensive natural
clay plain-square tiles and geometric unglazed
designs in straight-edged shapes, such as triangles
and lozenges, for an authentic, classic look. 

m o o r i s h  These handmade ceramic tiles,
sometimes called Zellige, originate from the
ancient Middle East, Morocco, Turkey, Spain 
and other areas of the Mediterranean. Made of
wood-fred clay or pressed cement, and glazed
with chips of enamel in jewel-like single colours  
– traditionally blue, green, yellow and red – they
can also feature colourful handcut geometric  
or elaborate patterns. ‘One square metre of one 
of our patterns can be made up of 10,000 pieces,’
explains Noureddine Somati, director of Habibi.
Expect colour and thickness variations, which  
are part of these tiles’ handmade charm. 
d i g i ta l  Photos, graphics and patterns can  
now be digitally printed onto high-fred ceramic
tiles with extraordinary results. Whether it’s for a
splashback or feature wall, supply your own photos
for a bespoke design, fnd inspiration from the
image libraries of Digitile and Surface View, or
choose from the exciting polychromatic ranges
from designers such as Dominic Crinson. Pricing
varies according to tile size, quantity, type of image
(repeat or a mural) and its fnish (matt or gloss). 

key looks

These Vanguard System
Natural Blue porcelain

foor tiles, £91.40sq m by 
Aparici, are a fresh take 

on Mediterranean-
inspired pattern

0123456789
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Instead of simple rows of tiles, why not

experiment with diferent efects. The classic

brick bond or half-and-half pattern, where you

lay one tile at the halfway point of the one below,

works well for metro tiles. You can also position

them one third of the way along or like a ladder,

or in a herringbone pattern. You can even turn

them on their sides to hang vertically.

 ‘The choice is yours, but do bear in mind the

space you have to work with,’ advises Paul Wood. 

‘If you only have 40cm between the worktop and

wall unit, you don’t want a splashback made up

of 30cm-tall tiles, because one and a third-high

tiles stuck on the wall will look dreadful.’

Grout lines 

Used to fll the gaps between tiles, grout also

takes up movement in the tiles and substrate,

and is used to prevent water and other spillages

from seeping in between the tiles. Standard

cement-based grout is fne in the majority of

foor and wall applications, but you may want 

to consider an impervious epoxy grout, such as 

Mapei Kerapoxy, £28.95 for a 2kg tub, which  

is stain-resistant and easy to wipe clean, so

useful for kitchen splashbacks. Also try a sealer/

protector, such as Fila Grout Protector, £18.99

for 500ml, which can be painted on to make dirt

removal easier and prevent absorption of stains. 

‘Grout is available in a rainbow of colours,’

says Paul Wood. ‘On walls, grout that’s lighter

than the colour of the tile tends to look better

than a darker shade. With the exception of the

classic metro look, darker lines will often

dominate the wall and “push back” the efect  

of the tile.’ Typically, grout lines will be about

2mm, but you can use wider joints of up to 5mm,

if you want to create a more framed efect.

KeepinG clean 

When fred, the glazes on ceramic tiles become

hard and usually water-resistant, so they can

simply be wiped down with a non-abrasive,

neutral cleaner. Unglazed tiles and those with

crackle fnishes may need to be protected 

with sealants – ask your supplier for advice. 

for THe besT

resulTs.. .

Handmade and hand-decorated tiles
are more likely to have shade variation
than machine-made products, so it’s
worth buying 10 per cent more than 
you need, in case some are damaged
during ftting or if you need to make
later repairs. Tiles from the same batch 
are likely to ensure the best match. 
For the same ‘shading’ reasons, it’s a 
good idea to lay your tiles out before
fxing to walls or foor, to ensure the 
most attractive distribution of colour.
Generally, handmade wall and
splashback tiles tend to come in smaller
formats, such as squares in sizes 10cm
to 20cm, or 15 x 7.5cm brick shapes  
to 30 x 7.5cm ‘listelli’, which produce  
a modern take on the classic metro 
look. Floor tiles can be larger but,  
for that artisanal feel, there’s more
choice in the smaller formats.
To bevel or not to bevel? The retro 
metro tile has a very fne bevel, designed
to frame the tile and add to its interest.
‘Deeper bevels create a stronger
3D-efect with a more striking result on
the wall but, if the bevel is too big, it can
become more of a feature than the colour
of the tile itself,’ advises Paul Wood. 

F I x I n G  P A T T e r n S

backGround Custom-designed, handmade Moroccan Spire tile, £618sq m, Habibi  Top FroM LEFT St Louis
handcrafted glass tesserae from the Jazz Glass collection, 30 x 30cm, £325sq m, De Ferranti. Decorative blue-and-
white reclaimed encaustic tile, £9 each, The Vintage Floor Tile Company. Custom-designed, handmade Moroccan
Rashida tile, £772.80sq m, Habibi  boTToM FroM LEFT Sandal digital tile from the Allure collection, from £444sq
m, Dominic Crinson. Artisan Spanish-made Annecy tile, 20 x 20cm, £225sq m, Bert & May. Zebra mirrored tiles in
Argent from the Hermitage collection designed by Martyn Lawrence Bullard for Ann Sacks, £1,886sq m

BeAUTIFUl KITchenS
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Advice  |  Finishes

alhambra home 020 3417 6385,
alhambrahome.co.uk 
ann sacks 020 3055 0802, annsacks.com
armatile 028 3752 1058, armatile.com 
bert & may 020 3673 4264, bertandmay.com 
criterion tiles 020 7736 9610,
criterion-tiles.co.uk 
craven dunnill jackfield 01952 884124,
cravendunnill-jackfeld.co.uk 
de ferranti 020 7384 4424, deferranti.com
dominic crinson/digitile

01622 804808, crinson.com/digitile.co.uk 
emery et cie 020 8969 0222, 
emeryetcie.com 
fired earth 0845 293 8798, fredearth.com 
habibi interiors 020 7610 9944, 
habibi-interiors.com 
lubna chowdhary 020 8769 1142,
lubnachowdhary.co.uk 
original style 01392 473004,
originalstyle.com 
surface view 0118 922 1327,
surfaceview.co.uk 
vintage floor tile company 01285 760886,
thevintagefoortilecompany.co.uk 
workhouse tiles 020 7247 1815,
workhousecollection.co.uk

KEY CONTACTS

For stockist details go to page 125

Advice  |  Finishes

KEY CONTACTS this picture 
Made from real bricks, the Grove
Brickworks feld tiles in Naval Deep 
Blue, £273.60sq m, Waterworks, 
have a subtly textured surface  

left from top
Fez, Tangier and Marrakesh tiles in 
Palazzo colourway from the Eastern
Promise collection by Martyn Lawrence
Bullard, £105.75sq m, Ann Sacks.
H-shaped hand-fnis§hed Bazaar Khamees
tiles in White, £448.63sq m, Fired Earth.
Cementi Agadir porcelain tiles, £74sq m,
Piazza Tiles. Nano Biblical Copper tile,
£594sq m, Lapicida

Ur audae asper estrum que
cullut aliquid m adureem
roa velligent et laccullabo
ItatibusIb usam 
velligent et laccullabo
ItatibusIb usam

Coming next issue: The beauty of wood

These pretty Primular 
Arborea ceramic tiles, around 
£15 each, are handpainted at 
Emery & Cie’s atelier in Brussels

Beautiful kitchens
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The Miele KFN37692 iDE A++
242-litre fridge freezer is of
exceptional quality and has 
three sealed drawers where 
the humidity can be adjusted
depending on the food being
stored. Prices start from £2,400

Advice  |  Appliances

chill... stylish,

space-saving and 

energy efcient, the
latest fridges,
freezers and 
chillers ofer so

much more than 

just cold storage

T
hanks to improved technology and innovative

design, the latest cooling appliances are a lot

more than just lead-lined boxes sitting in the

basement. the modern fridge freezer is now 

the hardest-working appliance in the kitchen. It’s on 24 hours

a day and has to be energy efcient, cheap to run and keep

hundreds of pounds worth of food in perfect condition, 

while also needing to look good, be fexible and easy to keep

clean. no easy task, but today’s appliances are super-efcient,

more attractive than ever and greener, too, with the ability to

keep food fresher for longer, cutting down on waste. Probably

the main change found in the new generation of fridge freezers

is the combination model that lets you choose your preferred

ratio of fridge to freezer to wine chiller. meanwhile, fexible

refrigeration ofers a third zone that can be fridge or freezer

on demand – just the thing for when you’re entertaining or

have just done a big shop. from side-by-side models with

enough space to feed a football team to ingenious cooling

drawers that make the most of every inch, there’s a model to

suit your kitchen and the way you live. 

Beautiful kitchens
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‘If you want to make a statement, there are some sleek sIlver,

staInless steel or vIbrant colours to choose from, whIch wIll 

stand out and gIve a desIgner edge to any kItchen’ 

Andrew Wasdell, product manager food preservation, Electrolux

Beautiful kitchens
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‘zero-degree cooling is a must-

have feature as it’s great for a

healthy diet and keeps produce

in perfect condition for longer’ 

Mark Bristow, managing director, Liebherr

The ERW3313AOX
large capacity
in-column wine
cellar, £1,200, holds
98 bottles and
maintains the ideal
humidity level and
temperature. Here,
it’s combined with
the ERX3313AOX
A+ rated fridge,
£899, and the
EUX2243AOX A+
rated freezer, £949,
all Electrolux

Advice  |  Appliances

Beautiful kitchens
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an essential appliance, the basic freestanding fridge freezer now comes 

in a huge choice of styles and sizes to suit any kitchen and the way you

cook. While the traditional white box is still in high demand – especially

for those on a budget – manufacturers are keen to move with the times and

ofer more statement-making designs. these days, you’ll fnd a raft of 

bold colours, such as lime green and bright glossy red, retro curves, glass

fronts and commercial kitchen-inspired stainless steel fnishes.

the most common freestanding models measure h180-200 x w60 x

d65cm and ofer enough cold storage for most families. Depending on the

amount of fresh or frozen space you need, you can choose a 50/50, 60/40

and even 70/30 split – 60 per cent fridge, 40 per cent freezer space is the

most popular. But layouts are becoming more fexible even on standard-

width models, while multiple-door designs feature one large fridge and 

two pull-out freezer sections – try Beko and haier. freezer drawers can 

be used for cooling, t00, handy for when you’re throwing a party.

BENEFITS OF BUILT-IN 

While style-focused freestanding models grab the headlines, built-in

alternatives remain extremely popular with kitchen designers. this  

is especially true in open-plan arrangements where functional cooking 

and living areas need to blend seamlessly. 

Opting for integrated refrigeration has benefts as Jamie telford,

director at Roundhouse explains: ‘from the largest to the most compact

spaces, kitchens look bigger if they’re fully integrated, and that generally

means hiding some appliances. although many now look too good to 

hide away, by having an unbroken run of cabinets, the eye is tricked  

into believing the space is larger than it actually is.’

traditionally, built-in appliances are more basic than freestanding, 

but this has improved greatly in recent years and you’ll now fnd the same

level of specifcation – including temperature-controlled zones, fexible

layouts and frost-free operation – although as a rule, it will cost more. 

i n n O va t i v e  D e s i G n
instead of settling for a run-of-the-mill white fridge freezer, why not push the boundaries and make a statement.

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



The A+ rated Maytag 5MFI267AA,
£2,700, ofers a huge 571 litres  
of usable space and features a
plumbed-in ice-and- water dispenser.
Measure carefully, however, it’s 89cm
deep so you may need custom
worktops and cabinetry to ft

Simply pressing a button on 
the control panel allows you to

switch a compartment from fridge
to freezer or vice versa, ideal for

when you need extra space. 
CFF6873GX EcoSmart three-
door fridge freezer, £599, Beko

Beautiful kitchens
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better INSULAtION  Due to new and improved insulation materials,

the capacity inside a fridge freezer has increased considerably, and all

without altering the external dimensions. Zanussi’s spacePlus range, for

instance, squeezes in 15 per cent more interior room but remains 60cm

wide. internal capacity is shown as either cubic feet or litres and provides 

a good indication as to the usable space available, but it can be somewhat

misleading. for example, a fridge with a 300-litre capacity but only  

two shelves may not be able to store as much as a 250-litre design with  

a more intelligently designed interior.

teMPerAtUre ZONeS  the demand for temperature-controlled

fridge drawers is also on the rise. siemens’ acool range has drawers 

that can be set to various temperatures (0°c for fsh, 1.5°c for meat  

and poultry, or 3°c for milk) to help maintain freshness for longer.  

also look for humidity-controlled storage drawers, suggests Gino Grossi,

product manager at Beko. ‘a separate cooling system with fans and

evaporators helps to keep dry air out maintaining a humid atmosphere

perfect for storing fresh fruit and vegetables.’ 

Multi-drawer designs can improve fexibility further with the option 

to use one of the drawers as either extra fridge or freezer space. this  

can boost the capacity considerably – especially useful if you cook  

and freeze meals in bulk, or just need more space for champagne! 

HYbrID  Manufacturers are becoming increasingly experimental with

the design of their cooling products. Pull-out cooling drawers allow you 

to reach for fresh vegetables as efortlessly as you would a frying pan, and

the completely open design means you can see and reach all your food 

with ease and make the most of every inch of space. capacity isn’t huge,

however, so you may need a separate unit in the utility room. 

showcase-style fridge freezers from lG and samsung are also now

available in the uk. these ingenious side-by-side models feature a door

within the door giving access to everyday condiments, drinks and snacks

etc, while keeping the main contents sealed away in perfect conditions.

they can also let you peer into the fridge without letting any cold out. 

reFrIGerAtION WALLS  for built-in kitchens with space to spare,  

a large cooling wall is emerging as a practical and stylish solution. ‘if you

want a streamlined look, then a built-in cooling wall is ideal, as you’ll get 

all of the capacity and storage space you need cleverly concealed in the fuid

lines of the space,’ explains Joan fraser, product development and training

manager at smeg uk. ‘this works best in a contemporary kitchen.’ 

check out tall larder-style fridge and freezers that can be installed 

side by side. Many now come with joining clips and reversible doors to

create a seamlessly stylish solution. sub-Zero and Gaggenau sell a range 

of modular cooling solutions, including wine chillers.

t e c h n O l O G Y  u P D a t e
Whatever confguration you choose, the latest appliances can help save space, reduce bills and preserve food better.
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ice maker  Basic ‘twist’
ice-cube trays are extremely
convenient and don’t take  
up much space while in-door 
designs, found on side-by-side
models, can ofer cubes or
crushed ice on demand but 
may require plumbing in.
Water dispenser  As with
ice, choose either a refllable
container in the door or a
plumbed-in solution – this can
ofer the greatest convenience
but the position of the fridge
freezer can be limited. 
dual thermostat  Having 

separate thermostats for the
fridge and freezer enables you  
to turn of the fridge while leaving
the freezer on – great for your
summer holiday.
antiBacterial  Look for
special coatings – sometimes
known as Silver Nano technology
– that kill bacteria and prevent 
the build-up of mould. 
smart Fridges Samsung
ofers a model with a built-in
tablet, and there are new designs
– try LG – that can be managed
via smartphone and even help
you to order groceries online. 

Choosing an A-rated fridge freezer saves money and energy, but

since 1 July 2012, all new designs require a rating of A+, A++ or A+++.

Old ‘A’ stock are still widely available to buy but an A++ model 

uses up to 45 per cent less energy. Some cooling appliances have

A-30% classifcation or similar, which tells you it’s 30 per cent 

more efcient than a standard A-rated design. There are also

diferences depending on the size of fridge freezer you choose. An

A-rated 180-litre model could cost £39 a year to run whereas a larger

525-litre design with a better A+rating would cost £54.*

You might also come across an A++++ label. This isn’t an ofcial

rating, instead it’s a tool used by the manufacturers to show their

products are more efcient than the current legislation requires.

TIP: Look for solid storage drawers in the freezer section. 

These contain the cold better than baskets helping to maintain 

the temperature even with the door open.

G O I n G  G r e e n 
New cooling appliances have eco-friendly credentials.

Luxuries & essentiaLs

■ the top shelf is usually 
the warmest part of the
fridge and best for yogurt,
cheese and sauces.
■ Store milk on the shelves  
if there’s room as it will keep
for longer than being left in
the door where temperature
can fuctuate. 
■ use the salad crisper
drawer. they really do  
help to maintain moisture,
essential for making
vegetables last longer.
■ With salad, always discard
wilted leaves as soon as  
you can – they will quickly
transfer bacteria that will
decompose fresh leaves.
■ store uncooked meats in
sealed containers to prevent
contaminating the rest of 
the fridge’s contents. 

Love Food,
Hate Waste

We throw away seven
million tons of food each
year*, and more than half
of this could have been
eaten. These useful tips
will help you get the most 
out of your groceries 

We love the bold, black fnish 
and extra-wide French doors on  

the A+ rated CAFF40, while
auto-defrost and advanced air

circulation take extra care of your
groceries, £1,535, Caple

Coming next issue: LightingBeAUTIfUL kITChenS
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Built-in models  Available from most leading brands,  

these look great seamlessly integrated into a refrigeration wall.

Alternatively, a simple undercounter design can create a stylish 

fnish to a row of units or island. Large cellar replacements – try

Sub-Zero – ofer commercial quality for the most expensive vintages.

Freestanding models  Liebherr has a wide range of

standalone appliances, which often aren’t as glamorous as built-in

models but provide unbeatable conditions for your wine. To store

white and red wine together opt for multiple temperature zones.

White should be stored at 10-12°C, and reds at 12-16°C. If you have

just one temperature area you’ll have to warm/chill (depending on 

the colour) before serving. Top-quality wine fridges will keep humidity

levels constant, and even have air flters to prevent contamination. 

Aim for models with a selection of shelf sizes and racks to ft

diferent-shaped bottles. The standard Bordeaux-size is the norm, 

but for magnums or champagne bottles you might need wider racks 

or a tall shelf. Glass will appeal to anyone wanting to make a feature,

but it doesn’t insulate as well as a solid door. It’s also worth checking

it’s UV protected to prevent sunlight damage.

W I n e  C h I L L e r S
An entertaining essential, there’s no denying the
glamorous appeal of the glass-fronted wine fridge.

With space for 32 
bottles, the K3670X0GB

wine cooler, £1,000, Nef, is  
an elegant fnishing touch. 
It has UV-protected glass

and just 32dB noise for
extra-quiet operation

The ICBIC-30RID larder
fridge and ICBIC-30FI
freezer, £8,070 each;
ICBID-30CI refrigerator/
freezer drawers, £5,520;
ICB424G 46-bottle
undercounter wine fridge,
£4,920, are all part of a new
generation of modular
integrated cooling
appliances from Sub-Zero
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For stockist details go to page 125
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aeg 0844 561 1611,
aeg.co.uk 
beko 0845 600 4904, 
beko.co.uk
bosch 0844 892 8979,
bosch-home.co.uk
caple 0117 938 1900,
caple.co.uk
electrolux 08445 613613,
electrolux.co.uk
fisher & paykel  
0845 066 2200,
fsherpaykel.co.uk
gaggenau 
0844 892 8988,
gaggenau.com
gorenje 020 8247 3980,
gorenje.co.uk 
john lewis 08456 049049,
johnlewis.com

kitchenaid 0844 499 0101,
kitchenaid.co.uk 
liebherr 0844 412 2655,
liebherr.com 
miele 0845 365 6605,
miele.co.uk
neff 0844 892 8989,
nef.co.uk
samsung 0330 726 7864,
samsung.com/uk
siemens 0844 892 8999,
siemens-home.co.uk
smeg 0844 557 9907, 
smeguk.com
sub-zero 0845 250 0010,
subzero-wolf.co.uk
whirlpool 0844 815 8989,
whirlpool.com
zanussi 0844 561 3613,
zanussi.co.uk

key contacts

BeAUTIfUL kITChenS
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Beautiful kitchens

decorate... country style 
 has a new guise – it’s bright, 

fresh and graphic with a modern approach 

that works beautifully in the kitchen
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Advice  |  Decorating

i n t o  t h e  g r o o v e

Tongue-and-groove panelling is ideal for less-
than-perfect walls – keep the look bright and bold.

For a similar look try cook’s Blue estate emulsion, £36 for 2.5 litres,
Farrow & Ball. pinto dining chair, £260, ercol. pale lime intelligent

matt emulsion, £41.50 for 2.5 litres, little greene
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Beautiful kitchens

f i n i s h i n g
t o u c h e s

Use playful, vibrant
accessories to update  
a classic country scheme.
Create a focal point with
open shelving for display,
and mix bright hues with
eye-catching patterns.
Scandinavian designs
never fail to bring colour
and a touch of modernity.

kMix kettle in yellow, £45, Kenwood.
A selection of accessories from Isak
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Advice  |  Decorating

Beautiful kitchens

P a c k 
a  P u n c h

Detail prints are
quintessentially
English country

kitchen. Keep
things punchy

rather than pretty
with a fabric or
wallpaper in a

bold design and
bright colours.

Bell Flower wallpaper in
Teal/Aqua/Lime, Homes
& Gardens II collection
by Baker Lifestyle, £49

per roll, Wallpaper Direct. 
Mendoza fabrics in Hay

and Lagoon, both
£39.50m, Romo. Cushion 
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Beautiful kitchens

f i n e  P r i n t s

When it co mes to soft furnishings, don’t be afraid to clash colour and pattern.
Florals, stripes, geometrics, painterly strokes – throw them all into the mix.

Saturday love seat in Ode to the Ash in Midnight Blue by Cameron Short, £840, 
Sofa.com. Small Matey side table, £165; Big Chap cofee table, £225, both Loaf. Chevron rug,

from £660, Jennifer Manners at Karavan Interiors

Beautiful kitchens

W
arm and characterful, the

country kitchen has plenty

of charm and enduring

appeal. However, you don’t

have to embrace twee cake stands, handpainted 

dressers and all things chintz to add rural appeal 

to your scheme. Instead, keep things fresh with 

a contemporary colour palette and modern shapes

and pattern, teaming old and new furniture for the

perfect balance of rusticity and understated elegance. 
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S p o t  o n

Once shunned while paint hogged  
the limelight, wallpaper is now frmly back 
in vogue, and is particularly suited to the

modern take on country. Try companies such
as Mini Moderns for a host of fabulous designs

in retro prints and colours.

Peggy wallpaper in Lido, £45 per roll, Mini Moderns

Advice  |  Decorating

Beautiful kitchenS For stockist details go to page 125

f l o o r  S h o w

Here, classic terracotta
fooring fuses a playful shape
with an in-style patchwork
palette. It’s a great way to
bring interest and warmth  
to a sleek, all-white kitchen. 

Milennium 16cm tiles, £130sq m,
Ceramica Elias at Wellington Tile
Company. Eames-style DSW Eifel 
dining chair, £44.99, MDM Furniture

a  p e r f e c t  p a i r

Painted rustic shelving and metal plant pots fuse
industrial cool with pastoral charm.

The Socker plant pot, £6.50, Ikea, is similar
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Beautiful kitchenS

B u r n t 
o r a n g e

Faded, distressed fnishes
are a stalwart of classic
country chic but a less- 
-is-more approach suits  
a functional room such as
kitchen. This look teams  
a weathered paint fnish
with a pop of intense colour
for a lively, welcoming feel.

Tolix H low stool in Orange, 
£117, Made in Design
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Advice  |  Kitchen gallery

the mainstay of modern kitchen design is

simple, fat-fronted cabinetry – and it’s a sleek

look that’s ageing well. In fact, much of what we

consider to be contemporary design dates back

to the 1930s. Even the streamlined cabinets so

typical of current kitchen design have been

around since the 1960s – likewise the notion of

an open-plan living. ‘The latest style of kitchen

developed out of the 1980s trend for loft living,

and that has extended into the open-plan layout

that’s now so popular,’ says Keith Atkins,

Director of Design at DesignSpace London. For a 

while, innovative schemes seemed to take

starkness to a whole new level – cabinetry was

pared down and invariably sleek, white gloss.

Thankfully, present-day trends are a far

warmer afair. The use of clean lines and a fuss-

free fnish are still prevalent but with texture,

surface fnish and soft colour bringing more

personality and warmth. Simple lines show of

clever engineering, form and fnish, and the

latest design techniques have helped give new

life to materials previously out of favour.

‘Veneered furniture used to be prone to chipping 

and was no match for solid timber,’ says Neil

Lerner, managing director of Neil Lerner

Design. ‘Advanced technology has changed that,

plus the timber industry’s new hi-tech approach 

has completely transformed furniture.’ 

The new contemporary aesthetic ofers huge

potential and top-quality, stylish furniture in

materials built to last. Bernard Otulakowski,

managing director of SieMatic UK, advises: ‘The

key is to use sleek, handleless cabinetry and  

a rich combination of textures and materials  

to create an interesting and elegant scheme.’

the look... the modern kitchen 

gets a characterful update with unusual shapes

and materials and an element of display

Well-balanced

Make a conscious decision about what to display in your kitchen.
Here, Siematic’s sleek S2 handleless cabinetry is paired with the
company’s FloatingSpaces shelving to create a stylish display
area with plenty of storage space. Practical pan drawers beneath
the hob are super efcient. Kitchens start from £25,000.

The rough with the smooth

Rough-hewn timber adds texture to even the smartest kitchen.
Here, rough-sawn oak cabinetry is teamed with modern
handleless white lacquer and smooth white Corian, bringing  
a rustic touch to a sleek design by Matrix. A bespoke and fully
ftted kitchen like this one starts at £30,000.

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS
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Surface splash

Brighten up an all-white scheme with a pop of sunny colour. Here,  
a cheerful yellow glass work surface laid on top of white-gloss
cabinetry makes an uplifting, dramatic statement. The yellow is
picked up as an accent colour in the chairs in the dining zone, while
a wooden foor prevents the room from feeling cold. This minimalist
kitchen cabinetry is from the Advance range by Leicht. 
Prices start at £15,000.

0123456789
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Advice  |  Kitchen gallery

Dark star

Deep colours can add drama to a modern scheme. The island 
in this Linda Barker kitchen for Wren Living is an almost black
Baltic shade that contrasts beautifully with the rest of the pale
cabinetry. Wooden pull handles and a timber splashback are 
elegant with a living room feel. Kitchens from £3,660.

Standing tall

Freestanding furniture isn’t the preserve of the country kitchen.
Here full-height, stand-alone cupboards provide ample storage
with clutter hidden behind the sleek Oak Cocoa doors. The low-
level peninsula with stainless steel worktops gives a clean look. 
A similar kitchen would cost around £36,000 from Porcelanosa.

Metal edge

Stainless steel is a frm favourite with chefs as it’s durable and
hygienic. It’s also ideal for the domestic kitchen but too much 
can feel clinical. Here, designer Laurence Pidgeon has used it
wisely, choosing a cook’s table with wow factor as the main focal
point. Elmar kitchens start at £20,000 from Laurence Pidgeon.

On reflection

Modern doesn’t have to mean stark and serious. This Bunotte
Nogal Kitchen from Doca shows a wall of cabinetry that looks
like a forest but, is in fact, a refection of the outdoors thanks  
to clever Series IDECO doors in a mirror-tinted fnish. A walnut
wood island adds natural warmth. Prices start from £30,000.

BEAuTIFuL KITCHENS
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Floating feature

This modular design uses coordinating wall-hung cupboards
for a more relaxed feel. Perfect for larger kitchens where
storage space is not imperative, the look blends beautifully
with living-room furniture, especially in this muted palette  
of warm neutrals. Modulnova’s Twenty Kitchen collection with
Cemento fronts starts from £25,000, DesignSpace London. 

BEAuTIFuL KITCHENS
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Advice  |  Kitchen gallery

Ahead of the curve 

This contemporary kitchen by Lida Cucina sits
seamlessly in the architecture thanks to the rounded 
Integra Pedini cabinetry in a grey oak-veneer fnish.
Well-considered curves help establish the fow of
trafc in a space, and can also be used to create  
a more intimate and sociable area, softening hard
lines. The total price of a kitchen like this would  
be around £75,000.

Coming next issue: The cook’s kitchenBEAuTIFuL kITCHENs
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d e r m a r c at e  large, open-plan
rooms, creating diferent spaces for
cooking, dining and relaxing. Most
ranges ofer plenty of choice in terms
of sizing and format, as well as stylish
living-style furniture that can double
as work stations. 

h i d e  a n d  s l e e k  The use of clever
mechanisms to roll back doors and
slide them into cabinetry has opened
up a whole new world in design. First,
it was larders and breakfast cupboards,
now whole sections of the kitchen can
disappear behind smart, full-height 

cupboard doors when not in use,
leaving a streamlined living space.

b u i lt - i n  a p p l i a n c e s  k e e p 

t h i n g s  l o o k i n g  s l i c k  and 
can be tailored to suit your lifestyle
with multifunctional appliances that
combine conventional cooking,
microwave and steam. aeG’s new
combi-oven has a sous-vide setting,
while the modern appliance bank
might also include a TV as well as 
a cofee maker and warming drawer.
smeg has just launched a wine cooler
that fts in a standard oven space. 

m i x  a n d  m atc h  f i n i s h e s  a n d

m at e r i a l s  to achieve a subtle look. 
Combining soft, neutral shades with 
a fnely grained timber works well. 
or, you could use a larger-than-life
fnish, such as metallic leaf shielded
with acrylic lacqueur, for one wall of
units or an island as a bold focal point.

c o m b i n e  t e x t u r e s  roughly-
hewn timber such as limed grain and
burnished stainless steel are popular
fnishes, while porcelain and concrete
lend an attractive rough, luxe feel  
to tough surfaces. 

Stand-out style

Embossed or relief pattern is another way to add interest to white
schemes. The latest collection by Neil Lerner includes Elyptical
Floral, a design featuring a 3D fower-head pattern etched into it.
‘Today’s laser-cutting machines make accent doors that add
depth to all-white kitchens,’ says Lerner. Prices from £30,000.

Divide and rule

Here, a wall of units is used as a room divider, shielding the living
space beyond. A long island provides a double-galley layout
placing everything within easy reach for the cook, while the soft
grey, satin-matt fnish suits each living zone. The Pinova 
kitchen by Crown Imperial starts at around £10,000.

Make it work for you

‘Modern kitchens are becoming more functional with minimal decorative

detailing. Their style derives from simple architectural lines, the sheer quality 

of the engineering and the materials used’ Keith Atkins, director of design, DesignSpace London

For more ideas on 
how to use unusual

materials in your kitchen, 
scan this Qr code 

with your smartphone. 

For stockist details go to page 125 BEAuTIFuL kITCHENs
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ARC RECLAMATION  

Upper Downgate Farm, Sandy Lane, Steep

Marsh, Petersfeld, Hampshire GU32 2BG,

01730 231995, arcreclamation.com

If you’re put of by the endless hours of
restoration often involved in salvage, this  
is the yard for you. Here the focus is on 
bringing all kinds of hidden treasures back  
to life. Although the company specialises in
period doors, including stained-glass designs,
it also has a range of Georgian, Victorian and
Edwardian freplaces, antique wood fooring
and a wonderful selection of furniture made
from reclaimed timber, including dining 
tables and kitchen units. Closed Sundays.

BRIGHTON ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

33-34 Gloucester Road, Brighton BN1 4AQ,

01273 681656, brighton-architectural.co.uk

Nestled in Brighton’s vibrant, bustling North
Laine, this family-run antiques and interiors
stalwart (shown below) began trading as a
freplace and chimney pot specialist more 
than 30 years ago, from a former builder’s
yard. These days, you’ll discover a veritable
treasure trove of salvaged and modern
furniture, as well as an eclectic selection of
accessories for the home, from old enamel
signs to retro crates. Open Monday to Friday 
10.30am-5.00pm, Saturday 10.30am-5.30pm. 

COX’S ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE YARD 

10 Fosseway Business Park, Moreton  

in Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9NQ, 

01608 652505, coxsarchitectural.co.uk

Ofering an impressive 12,500sq ft warehouse
and half an acre of outdoor space, Cox’s is 
one of the largest and oldest salvage yards  
in the UK. Highlights include a wide selection 
of Belfast sinks, Art-Deco lighting, vintage
storage boxes boasting advertising slogans,
and church pews for a refreshing twist on  
the traditional dining-table bench. There’s 
also a good supply of salvage staples,  
such as fooring, doors and freplaces.  
Open Sundays by appointment.

GLASGOW ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE  

Unit 1 Albion Centre, 1394 South Street,

Glasgow G14 OAP, 0141 958 1113,

glasgowarchitecturalsalvage.co.uk

Born out of a frustration with the lack of
recycling in the building industry, this salvage
yard has a wealth of reclaimed furniture for 
the kitchen, from dressers to range cookers. 
Its owners have been renovating old buildings
for years, and through the company now
indulge their individual interests, from 1950s
plastic handles to kitchen ranges. A sourcing
service can help you to track down any item
you’re after. Closed Sundays.

LASSCO  

Ropewalk, 41 Maltby Street, London SE1

3PA, 020 7394 8061; Three Pigeons, London

Road, Milton Common, Oxfordshire OX9

2JN, 01844 277188; Brunswick House,  

30 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2LG,

020 7394 2100; lassco.co.uk

Salvage chains are a rare breed but, with 
two branches in London and another in
Oxfordshire, this trusted brand is obviously
doing something right. Though all have  
a good selection of furniture and kitchenalia,
Ropewalk is probably the best site for a
kitchen project. The branch also has a pair 
of joiners on staf, who can turn their hand
to kitchen islands, tables and other furniture 

made from salvaged timber. An added bonus
is the Maltby Street market at weekends,
selling delicious artisan produce. 

LEOMINSTER RECLAMATION  

& ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE  

North Road, Leominster, Herefordshire 

HR6 0AB, 01568 616205, leorec.co.uk

If you live in the West Midlands, this is
defnitely the place to go for architectural
antiques, with more than 10,000sq ft of
covered barns and three acres of outside
display. The variety of salvage and reclaimed
materials is huge, and there’s also a good
choice of old tiles, shop and industrial 
signage, plus an impressive selection of
kitchen paraphernalia, including French wine
racks, butcher’s blocks, scales, copper pots 
and even a vintage meat safe. Open 
Monday to Saturday from 9am-5pm. 

LOVE SALVAGE  

Harmony Square, Govan, Glasgow  G51 3LW,

0845 100 0249, lovesalvage.com

From cool retro fridges and stunning
stained-glass panels to industrial lighting,
earmark Love Salvage for vintage and
reclaimed items. You’ll also fnd a great
selection of restored furniture, architectural
salvage, fooring and even kitchen units. 

shop. . . architectural salvage will

add charm and character – softening modern lines 

with time-worn surfaces, distinctive pieces of

furniture and great focal points such as lighting

Advice  |  Directory

Beautiful kitchens
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Upcycled dining chairs in colourful fabrics 
and quirky curiosities, such as destination
signage from Glasgow trams, will add a playful
touch to your kitchen. A restoration and
sourcing service is also available. Open
Monday to Wednesday by appointment,  
and Thursday to Sunday from 9am-5pm.

MASCO ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE  

Cirencester Road, Aston Down, 

Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8PE,  

01285 760886, mascosalvage.com

One of the UK’s largest suppliers of reclaimed
architectural features, Masco has been
ofering a fantastic selection of furniture for
the kitchen for more than 30 years, from old
display and apothecary cabinets to 1960s
Formica tables. It’s also excellent for unusual
fnishing touches, such as old milk churns,
shellfsh buckets and fat irons. Masco is part
of the Reclaim & Reuse Group, which includes
The Old Radiator Company and The Vintage
Floor Tile Company, giving visitors a wider
access to quality reclaimed products. 

RETROUVIUS  

1016 Harrow Road, London NW10 5NS,  

020 8960 6060, retrouvius.com

There are two prongs to this savvy business
(shown left) – a hip interior design arm which
provides whole room solutions, and a salvage
section. You’ll fnd plenty of covetable vintage
furniture, from cabinets to tables, and the
company excels at old school and science lab
furniture, plus hardwood worktops that will
lend an industrial feel to your scheme. Also in
stock are unique pieces such as enamel tube
maps, which make striking wall art. 

SALVO salvo.co.uk

This online resource is a great starting point
for your search, providing a list of dealers,
yards, shops and showrooms where you can
buy antique, reclaimed, salvaged and green
materials. It also has a section ofering salvage
for sale. Expect to fnd a good choice of
furniture, plus kitchenalia, old signs, fooring
and freplaces. The upcycled area is worth a
look for stylish and unique dining furniture.

STONEAGE SALVAGE & RECLAMATION 

Kings Oak Nursery, Tingeys Top Lane,

Enfeld EN2 9BJ, 020 8362 1666,

stoneagearchitectural.com

Based in north London since 1973, this yard
trades in a broad range of antique architectural
salvage, artefacts and traditional building
materials. Expect to fnd a range of dressers,
sideboards and cabinets and staples such as
freplaces, old doors and fagstones. You can
also work with one of the company’s craftsmen
to restore heritage pieces. A fuller building
restoration service is available, too. 

THE RECLAIM & SALVAGE COMPANY

North Sea House, Wollaston Rd, Lowestoft,

Sufolk NR32 2PD, 01502 589111,

reclaimandsalvage.co.uk 

This family-run yard on the Sufolk/Norfolk
border has a selection of old school and shop
fttings, including drapers’ shop units,
apothecary cabinets, lab stools, work tables
and desks. You’ll also fnd factory and Belfast
sinks. Restoration advice is on hand and if 
you can’t face the thought of doing it yourself,
in-house craftsmen can do the work for you.
Closed on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays,
and half-day Saturdays.

TOBY’S RECLAMATION

Station Road, Exminster, Devon EX6 8DZ

01392 833499, tobysreclamation.com

Kitchens are a speciality at Toby’s – the
company has over 25 years’ experience
supplying bespoke solid-wood cabinetry 
made from new or recyled timber, with  
a wide range of worktops, including reclaimed
pine and rustic slate. Located in an old
Victorian railway station, the yard has an
excellent range of traditional salvage, as well
as Belfast sinks, butcher’s blocks, farmhouse
tables and chairs, period lighting, radiators
and plenty of other kitchen-related pieces. 

UK ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES 

Hill Farm, 84 Hayfeld Hill, Cannock Wood,

Stafordshire WS15 4RU, 01543 222923,

ukaa.com

Claiming to have the UK’s largest online 
stock of architectural antiques, this friendly
Stafordshire yard (shown right) also displays
many restored salvage pieces, like revamped
tables with copper or zinc tops. Also on ofer
are vintage ranges and stoves, as well as more
unusual pieces like old postboxes. The
company is also an agent for new Lloyd Loom
furniture. By appointment.

UK ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE  

Grove Barn, Wormelow, Herefordshire  

HR2 8EG, 0845 644 9051, uk-heritage.co.uk

Since this family-owned business was
established in 2006, UK Architectural
Heritage says it has amassed one of the
largest stocks of genuine architectural antiques
in the UK, and plans to double the size of its
premises in the next few years. The focus here
is on decorative items, including old crates,
cabinets and a wide range of tables and chairs,
as well as over 1,000 restored doors and more
than 400 antique freplaces. 

WALCOT ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Tyning Road, Bath BA2 6TQ, 01225 469557,

walcotarchitecturalsalvage.co.uk

Walcot Architectural Salvage specialises in
reclaimed stone and wood fooring, but there
are lots of other quirky fnds at this old timber
yard to help personalise your kitchen space.
Furniture and accessories are plentiful, from
cabinets to mirrors, but keep an eye out for
unusual pieces, such as hessian French-grain
sacks, perfect for storing potatoes and root
veg. The company also ofers a bespoke
design service, making a range of items, such
as wine racks (shown left) from reclaimed
wood and metal. Open Monday to Friday
from 8.30am-4.30pm, and Saturday from
10am-2pm. Closed Sundays. 

WELSH SALVAGE 

Isca Yard, Milman Street, Newport NP20

2JL, 01633 212945, welshsalvage.com

Welsh Salvage is probably the biggest
architectural salvage and reclamation
company in south Wales. All kinds of
reclaimed goods are on ofer, but make a
beeline for the great range of kitchen salvage,
from Belfast sinks and vintage light fttings to
pub glass panels, antique mirrors and furniture
such as old cabinets and pews.  F
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Floating free
Behind the island,
the oven housing 
is set in foating
cabinetry to create 
a lighter feel

Making a splash

Feature AndreA deAn Photography richArd GAdsby

a sleek, modern scheme is buoyed up by

touches of teal in louise and malcolm 

bennett’s open-plan family kitchen
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 E
ven before Louise and Malcolm Bennett moved

into their current home, they knew that the

kitchen – which was terribly dated – ofered the

opportunity to start from scratch and design their

ideal scheme. But rather than rushing into  

a complete overhaul, they decided to modernise with inexpensive

units, and hold of until they knew exactly what they wanted.

‘The kitchen was small and positioned at the front of the

house – it just never seemed to work for us,’ explains Louise. ‘So

we planned to build an extension, and open up the downstairs to

create a contemporary, family-friendly multifunctional room.’

The Bennetts chose Chris Sutherland of The Kitchen

Company to design their dream scheme, as they trusted him 

to work out the best possible confguration within the new 

layout. With work underway, internal walls were removed and

an extension was added at the back of the house, creating one

generously proportioned open-plan space that ofered the

Bennetts bright, roomy living and dining zones, as well as a

sizeable kitchen. This area features sleek white units along two

adjacent walls. There’s also a large rectangular island, which

provides ample storage, a raised eating area, as well as an

induction hob and an ingenious pop-up extractor, which sits

fush with the worktop when not in use. Eye-catching vibrant

teal splashbacks, wallpaper panels and accessories liven up the

neutral scheme and add a fresh, dynamic vibe. 

Overall, the kitchen is a huge success. It’s easy to work in and

it’s a magnet for the whole family. ‘Our girls are always in here,’

smiles Louise. ‘I see far more of my teenager than I ever used to!’ 

The OWners Louise Bennett, 
her husband Malcolm, and their
daughters Sophie, 13, and Alysia, 9 

Their hOMe A four-bedroom
extended 1950s semi-detached
house

The PrOJecT Formerly a small
room positioned at the front of the
house, the kitchen now forms part
of a large open-plan living space 
at the back of the property

rOOM siZe 6.45 x 5.75m 
(kitchen area only)

desiGner Chris Sutherland 
at The Kitchen Company 

cAbineTry Atlanta Grey Acacia
wood-look base units, and Diva
Shiny White wall and tall units 
by Häcker, around £10,000

bUdGeT £25,000, 
excluding building work

Project profile
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Ocean colour scheme
The couple have been bold with the
accent colour but it’s cleverly placed,

so it can easily be updated should
they tire of it at a later date 

D E S I G N  S O L U T I O N  D es ig ner  C hr is  Suther land explai ns…

What were your main considerations?
Incorporating a scheme that would suit the
family’s cooking, storage and entertaining needs,
plus creating a convivial space were key goals.
Easy-to-clean cabinetry was a must, too.

How did you decide on the fnal layout? 
There were several diferent options for the
layout but I knew that the pier in the centre of 
the main wall would be a natural break between
the zones of the kitchen. I also needed to fgure
in enough room for the large island. 

Did the room present any challenges? 
The pier could have been an obstacle but 

it actually ended up helping when it came to
creating the unusual set-up for the oven area.
Rather than extending all the way to the ceiling,
which is usually done to maximise space and
storage, the ovens are installed in mid-height
housings and sited into a false wall with a recess
featuring bright, decorative wallpaper. 

How are the zones linked together?
Diferent areas in this multifunctional space are
brought together with a neutral scheme unifed
with accents of teal. The wood-look base units
and glossy white wall and tall units, both of which
are a neutral hue, allow for a change in accent
colour further down the line for a simple update. 

Are there any clever design features?  
There are a few, including the downdraft
extractor, which cleverly rises out of the worktop
at the touch of a button.It has four power levels 
to extract steam and odours down through the
island, which is then ducted out through the foor. 

What did you require from the island?
It needed to ofer ample seating and storage. 
So the worktop overhangs the edge of the units 
to create a breakfast bar, with another piece of
the same material placed on top in an L shape 
to highlight a change in function. There’s plenty
of storage, and the deep drawers have strong
runner systems to support heavy pots and pans. 

‘A centrAl islAnd is ideAl for busy fAmilies – it’s not only

highly prActicAl but Also A nAturAl gAthering plAce’

BEaUTIfUL kITchENS
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Sleek lines
Long statement
handles complement
the stainless steel
appliances, including
the American-style
fridge freezer

Wide-open space
Thanks to a skylight and two sets

of bifold doors, this part of the
house is flled with natural

light all day long

A perfect set-up
The integrated cofee machine and both ovens are conveniently positioned 

at mid-height, making them easy and comfortable to use 

Gather round
This generous island provides ample

preparation, serving and dining space,
and is a natural hub for all the family 

BEaUTIfUL kITchENS
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Modern dining
The contemporary

white-gloss table echoes
the crisp, sleek fnish of the

streamlined kitchen units

left from top 

Hidden from view 
The pop-up extractor

behind the induction hob
also acts as a splashback 

Counter
intelligence

White quartz worktops 
were selected for their

durability and pristine look,
plus they’re easy-to-clean

For stockist details go to page 125

The details

CABINETRY Atlanta Grey Acacia wood-look
base units and Diva Shiny White wall and tall
units by Häcker, around £10,000

SURFACES Bianco Puro white quartz 
worktops, from £325sq m; Snowfake porcelain
foor tiles, £42sq m; Diamond blue glass
splashback, from £300sq m, all Granito.
Clarissa Hulse Persephone wallpaper in 
Aqua, £52 per roll, Harlequin

APPLIANCES Built-in single oven, £756; 
built-in combi microwave, £675; induction 
hob, £813; two warming drawers, £332 each; 
built-in cofee machine, £1,104; American-style
fridge freezer, £1,577, all Nef. Parsifal 

extractor with external motor, £2,959, Air 
Uno. Wine cooler, £930, Caple. All supplied 
by The Kitchen Company

SINK AND TAP Kubus single-bowl sink in
stainless steel, £372; Eos tap, £247, both Franke.
Supplied by The Kitchen Company

FINISHING TOUCHES Cross-leg gloss dining
table, £499; loop-leg chairs, £79 each, all Dwell.
For similar bar stools try Zarra, £249 each,
BoConcept. Tony teal pendant lights, £45 each,
House by John Lewis. Paris corner sofa, £1,499;
hanging crystal pendant light, £249.

‘It took us a long

tIme to get to the 

plannIng stage

for thIs kItchen 

– but It Was Well

Worth the WaIt!’

The layout

BEAUTiFUL KiTCHENS
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Purple maze 
Rows of pretty lavenders 
fank the walkway of
Mervin and Terry’s idyllic
country home

Mervyn Cole and Terry Chappell rescued a pair of dilapidated old barns and
turned them into a super-stylish, contemporary open-plan arrangement

Feature victoria jenkins  Photography william goddard

rustic revival

Beautiful kitchens
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The layout

S
easoned renovators Mervyn Cole and

Terry Chappell relished their latest

project of converting two derelict barns

into a spacious kitchen, dining and sitting

room. Set in the beautiful Gloucestershire 

countryside, the buildings – one brick, the other stone

– date back in part to the 1800s.

First the couple, who have completed 14

renovation projects in the last 30 years, set about

linking the two structures with a zinc-roofed 

extension to create an open-plan layout. ‘We’d

initially planned to have a small, intimate kitchen but

had a sudden change of heart when we realised that

the huge space would be ideal for entertaining family

and friends, ’ says Mervyn. ‘Terry and I both like to

cook and it helps to have a lots of room when we’re 

in the kitchen together.’

When it came to the interiors, the couple wanted

the design to refect the relaxed layout of the room

itself. ‘We avoided choosing high wall units because 

BeAuTIFul KITCHeNS
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The heat is on 
‘We put large glass panels on the south
wall to maximise the light and warmth,

and installed underfoor heating to avoid
having radiators to keep the look clean

and uncluttered,’ says Mervyn

THE OWNERS Mervyn Cole,
a retired interiors retailer,
and Terry Chappell, an
employer consultant 

THEIR HOME A three-
bedroom barn conversion
near Gloucester

THE KITCHEN Incorporating
a large open-plan kitchen,
dining and living room as part
of a double-barn conversion

ROOM SIZE 12 x 4m 

DESIGNER Helen Norrvall 
at Hobsons Choice

CABINETRY Bespoke
Bulthaup B3 range laminate
cabinets in Kaolin with a 
matt fnish, solid-walnut trim
and beech-wood carcasses

BUDGET £25,000 (excluding
building work and appliances)

Project profile

we wanted to create a very open feel,’ explains

Mervyn. ‘In any case, neither of us is very tall so we

needed to be able to reach the top shelves easily.’ They

did, however, need plenty of storage and a practical

foor plan, so they called upon the services of kitchen

designer Helen Norrvall of Hobsons Choice, who

helped them come up with a suitable scheme.

‘We went for a Bulthaup kitchen because we fell in

love with the clean, geometric lines,’ recalls Terry.

The most noteworthy piece is the gigantic island, 

which measures an impressive 3.6m. ‘It was a real

must-have,’ adds Terry. ‘We went for the largest

design the company makes so that we could have a

have a joint workstation, as we like to share the

cooking. It houses a hob and double sinks, too.’ 

A simple, neutral scheme appears throughout,

with splashes of colour coming from furniture,

accessories and artwork. ‘We’re really pleased with

this project – it has all the best elements from 

our previous homes,’ smiles Terry. 

BeAuTIFul KITCHeNS
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Bespoke bank 
Built-in appliances are housed in a

mid-height cabinet behind the island and,
for convenience, a pair of ovens

are positioned opposite the hob and  
the dishwasher drawers are behind the

sinks. The multifunctional unit also
accommodates a fridge and freezer

Action station 
Double-sided cupboards mean the imposing
island provides most of the kitchen’s storage.
An induction hob and a pair of stainless steel

sinks are integrated into the ultra-thin but
super-tough laminate worktop

Discreet
extraction

The remote control-
operated downdraft

extractor rises from the
worktop behind the hob

‘We chose a Quooker boiling-Water tap because it’s economical,

convenient anD also speeDs up cooking anD making hot Drinks’

BeAutIFuL KItCHeNS
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For art’s sake  
The Andy Warhol Dusty
Springfeld screen print 
was chosen to match 
the colours of the Dr No
chairs by Philippe Starck

For stockist details go to page 125

CABINETRY Bespoke Bulthaup B3 
Kaolin (of-white) laminate units in a
matt fnish with walnut trim, £21,000,
Hobsons Choice 

SURFACES Bulthaup B3 integrated 
solid-colour slimline laminate worktop,
with integrated twin specialist stainless
steel sinks, £4,070. Wychwood limestone
tumbled foor tiles, 60 x 40cm, £46.80sq
m, Artisans of Devizes, are comparable

APPLIANCES Built-in single oven, 
£1,100; built-in microwave, £850;
induction hob, £1,700; fully integrated
fridge, £1,100, all Miele. Downdraft
extractor, £2,400, Wolf. Fully integrated
freezer, £550, Siemens. DishDrawer
Double dishwasher, £899, Fisher & 
Paykel. All supplied by Hobsons Choice 

SINKS AND TAPS Specialist stainless steel
twin sinks (integral to worktop); two Blanco
Linus S monobloc mixer taps, £420 each,
supplied by Bulthaup. Modern boiling-
water tap in stainless steel, £979, Quooker

FINISHING TOUCHES Oak dining table,
£299, Room 4. Dr No dining chairs, £100
each, Philippe Starck. Melodi pendants,
£13 each, Ikea. Italian bar stools, £500
each, Hobsons Choice. Dusty Spring�eld
artwork from Steve Russell Studios

The details

How did you decide where the kitchen
would go in the large space?
Mervyn and Terry didn’t want the kitchen  
area to take up too much room so it’s placed 
at one end, close to the utility room behind the
door. I was also asked to make the kitchen look
unobtrusive and, with Bulthaup units, you don’t
feel the need to fll up the space – the design 
is beautifully subtle in that way.

What was your main design priority?
To keep all the cabinetry at a lowlevel. First, so
that it looks less like a kitchen and more part of
the living space, and second, because Terry
and Mervyn wanted to be able to reach things
easily. That’s why the wall units are mid-height. 

Were there any other special requests?
Yes, the couple wanted Fisher & Paykel
DishDrawers, as the two tiers mean small 
loads can be washed quickly. They wanted a
discreet extractor, too, so we recommended 
a downdraft design, which rises from the
worktop behind the hob and doubles as a
splashback. A TV also had to be included 
in the layout, and we positioned it so they 
can watch it from the breakfast bar.

Did you overcome any challenges?
Mervyn and Terry wanted two sinks and a 
hob all in a line on the island, which reduced
worksurface space. So I created a workstation
behind a lift-up door in the bank of units on
the rear wall. This also acts as an extra resting
and serving area, and is where the toaster 
and cofee machine are stored. 

Are there any interesting features?
The laminate worktop is quite unusual as  
it is slimline – just 2cm thick with a walnut
edge. It’s made up of a sandwich of solid-
pigment white laminate with MDF in  
the middle and, being so thin, it needed
reinforcing with steel below the breakfast 
bar. The beneft of a solid-pigment worktop 
is that it’s stain resistant, very durable and the
same colour all the way through. So if it were
to chip, the mark would be hardly noticeable. 

Did you have the main in�uence on  
the overall look of the space?
No, Terry and Mervyn had clear ideas about
how it should look. I’m Swedish and I admit to
loving pure, uncluttered lines, light colours and
natural wood, but clearly they like them, too.

D e S I g N  S O L u t I O N  
D es ig ner Helen Nor r vall  explai ns…
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beyond

the 

pale

Undeterred by the quirky
space they had to work with,

Anja and Andreas Inderst
chose classic cabinetry in a
cool, contemporary palette

for their period home 

Feature Jo Messenger  Photography Fraser Marr

t
he aspect that most impressed Anja

and Andreas Inderst when they frst

viewed their Victorian end-of-

terrace was the fact that it was sited

on a corner plot. The rooms were a 

quirky shape and it also had a garage at the side. To

gain the space to create a large open-plan kitchen

and dining room, the couple demolished the garage

and extended out to the side. ‘We didn’t design the 

new kitchen to fll the full width,’ Anja explains, 

‘as I also wanted a walk-in larder and outdoor

storage for bikes and garden paraphernalia.’

The simplicity of designs such as Plain English

appealed to Anja, and her designer Kate Diss from

Kitchens Upon Thames instantly understood what

she was aiming for, although a query about the range

cooker Anja ordered led to a change of colour scheme,

as when she returned to her supplier she saw a Falcon

cooker in a rich grey and decided to use it as a

statement piece. She colour-matched the paint for

the island, choosing a paler, white-grey for the units. 

When it came to the island design, Anja knew

exactly what she wanted. ‘It had to be adaptable for

many uses, so I didn’t want it to have a hob or sink,’

she explains. ‘The girls can sit here and draw or do a

puzzle while I’m preparing food and we can chat.

And if we have a dinner party, it becomes a bar,

serving area and general sociable space.’ Anja chose

wood-efect ceramic tiles in muted tones to add

texture to her understated scheme. ‘I didn’t want the

look to be too stark, she says, ‘but the foor links all

the other elements and pulls the whole look together.’

Project profile

THe oWners Anja
Inderst, a full-time mother,
her husband Andreas, an
equity research analyst and
their daughters Lilly, 7, 
and Lara, 4

THeIr HoMe A six-
bedroom Victorian 
end-of-terrace house 
in southwest London

THe ProJeCT The couple
pulled down a derelict garage
to create space for a side
kitchen extension, knocking 

through to make one large,
bright family room

KITCHen sIZe 4.9 x 2.4m 

DesIgner Kate Diss,
Kitchens Upon Thames

CaBIneTrY Handmade 
in-frame units, installed
ready for painting, £11,300,
from Kitchens Upon Thames

BUDgeT  £25,380,
excluding building work
and installation 

BEAUTIFUL KITcHEnS
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Storage solution
The newly built walk-in larder unit

is to the right of the cabinetry.  
It was designed to match the era

of the house, but with a sliding
door for a streamlined feel

BEAUTIFUL KITcHEnS
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d e s i g n  s o l u t i o n 
D es ig ner  Kate D iss  exp lains…

Did the layout of the room pose any problems?
The unusual shape defned the positioning of the cabinetry right
from the start of the project. The couple’s 2.8m dining table
naturally ftted in the wider part of the room and the bay window
on the other side meant the obvious siting for the kitchen itself
was in the newly extended part of the room. From a functional
perspective this meant it was not only adjacent to the newly built
larder, but created an obvious space in which to position the island
unit, defning the cooking and dining zones.

What was the brief and how was it fulflled?
Anja wanted the room to feel like it had always been there and to
echo the style and ambience of the rest of the house. She had a
good idea of what she wanted when we frst met, which meant I
was then able to translate her thoughts, sketches and tear sheets
from magazines into a workable design. She chose the painted
cabinetry to refect the age and style of the property and asked us
to design and build a chimney breast to house a range cooker, with
a decorative mantelpiece above to add some character. Other
touches, such as the Belfast sink and panelling, enhance the room’s
traditional features like the picture rails, cornicing and windows.

Were integrated appliances always part of the plan?
Yes, Anja wanted the range cooker to be the main focus of the
room and didn’t want any other appliances to dominate the
scheme – anyway, there wasn’t space for a large freestanding 

The main event
The faux chimney breast and

mantelpiece were designed by
Kitchens Upon Thames to look like

established features, ensuring the new
Falcon range cooker took centre stage

Nostalgic edge
The Franke undermounted

Belfast sink has been teamed
with a Perrin & Rowe Parthian

mixer for a period look with  
a fresh, modern feel

01234567890123456789
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‘The range had 

To be The main

feaTure and  

i wanTed all of

The appliances

inTegraTed and 

ouT of sighT’ 

fridge freezer. All the major appliances were integrated into the
design, while smaller ones like the microwave, toaster and kettle
are housed in the larder unit, where she also had a tap ftted. This
has helped keep the kitchen surfaces clear and uncluttered.

Having mainly base units and an island, did you  
fnd you were short on storage?
Having the walk-in larder provided ample space for food as well as
cookware, gadgets and small appliances, so the kitchen itself didn’t
have to be designed with large banks of cabinetry, which can look
dominating and too uniform. Pull-outs were the key to gaining
enough storage, and a Le Mans corner unit maximised space in the
corner. Pull-out bins in the island deal with recycling and rubbish
and an integrated wine cooler chills soft drinks as well as wine.

How do you prevent a pale kitchen from looking austere?
Contemporary kitchens lend themselves to banks of symmetrical
cabinetry and minimalist styling, but if you’re looking for
something with a little more character, it’s important to think 
about this at the design stage. I like to include open shelving with
integrated lighting in a scheme to create areas for accent colours.
I’ll also look at ways of introducing plenty of natural light, such as a
skylight to create pools of illumination, and embrace architectural
features to add interest and personality. It’s also important to get
the colour and shade just right and this played a very important
part in this kitchen. Greys are very popular at the moment and
work well with pale worktops, but the shade of grey is pivotal; 
Anja chose warm tones which complement her choice of fooring.

Cosy and convivial
Knocking down a dividing

wall and adding a small side
extension has transformed
the way the Inderst family

live, and their home has
become a much more
sociable environment

0123456789
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CABINETRY In-frame units, supplied rigid and  
primed for painting, £11,300, Kitchens Upon Thames. 
Cabinetry paint, Shirting White intelligent eggshell; 
island paint, Dark Lead intelligent eggshell, both £51 
for 2.5 litres, Little Greene 

SURFACES Silestone Lagoon worktop with matching 
splashbacks, £890sq m; white toughened glass 
splashbacks, £360sq m, both Ultra Living 

APPLIANCES Falcon 900 Deluxe induction range 
cooker in slate, £3,339; wine cooler, £579; Rangemaster 
integrated dishwasher, £499; Rangemaster 72cm 
built-in extractor, £459, all Coopers. Siemens 
integrated fridge freezer, £1,834, Appliances Direct 

SINK AND TAPS Franke BFK 710 Belfast sink, £379, 
Coopers. Parthian single lever kitchen mixer tap, 
£207.99, Perrin & Rowe 

FINISHING TOUCHES Boardwalk maple porcelain  
120 x 20cm foor tiles, £120sq m, Stone & Ceramic 
Warehouse. Whitewashed carved room screen,  
£295, Lombok. For a similar dining table, see Lifestyle 
natural teak 240 x 100cm dining table, £1,058, Raft. 
Curved-wood dining chairs, £39 each, Dwell. Wall 
paint, Gauze Deep and Shirting intelligent matt 
emulsion, £41.50 for 2.5 litres, Little Greene. For similar 
bar stools see Glenn, £55 each from Ikea. The pendant 
lights were bought in Germany; for a similar design,  
see the Contrast pendant light, £165, Heal’s. For a 
similar sofa, try the Kingston Abaca two-seater sofa, 
from £369, Rattan Direct

The details

For stockist details go to page 125

The layout

‘I bought every tester 

pot I Could lay my 

hands on to matCh the 

Colour of the Island  

to the range Cooker’ 

Pull up a chair
Uncluttered and without the 

complications of a hob or sink, the island 
is a versatile space with a few understated 

bar stools for a relaxed, informal feel

A vintage touch
Painted cabinetry contrasts with the dark 
wood furniture for an eclectic look, while 
accents like the carved screen and Anja’s 
decorative china soften the whole efect
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Focus  |  Trend

Modern
craft

Handcrafted is a trend that’s 
right at home in the kitchen. It’s 

all about natural materials such
as wood, plus organic shapes,
forms and fnishes with that 

handmade feel. This is an easy-
to-live-with look for country 

schemes, and will bring a softer
edge to a contemporary kitchen

Use this
quirky piece 
for display 
or as a seat.

Tree trunk 
side table, 

h45 x dia24cm, 
£125, French
Connection

Handcrafted boards with raw
edges make ideal serving platters. 

Leather strap breadboard, made from 
alder wood, from £38, Rowen & Wren

Make a sustainable
and stylish choice.

Suent Superlight chair 
in coppiced hazel, 
h74 x w37 x d46cm, 
£345, Sebastian Cox 

A minimalist
approach to
stoneware.

Maiko bowl, from
£10; Basic pitcher,
£45, both Folklore

White with pale
wood adds a

Scandi touch. 

Snowdrop wall light,
made in ash and 
ceramic, h64 x 
w50cm, £225,

Jonathan Tibbs  
at Benchmark

An on-trend print 
in the kitchen colour

of the moment. 

Zigzag fabric, 137cm wide,
£112m, Flockhart at Redloh 

House Fabrics

Beautiful kitchens

0123456789

111

93BEK14JUL194.pgs  12.05.2014  19:18    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



Find more great decorating tips at housetohome.co.uk/beautifulkitchens

Focus  |  Trend

Riding Hood
claypaint, £32.75 for 
2.5 litres, Earthborn

the colour

palette

Pirate Gold matt
emulsion, £38 for  
2.5 litres, Sanderson 

Paris Grey natural
emulsion, £38 for 2.5
litres, Edward Bulmer
Pots of Paint

Sloane Square marble
matt emulsion, £34.66
for 2.5 litres, Mylands

Paris Grey chalk 
paint, £18.95 for  
1 litre, Annie Sloan

Lime White estate
emulsion, £36 for 2.5
litres, Farrow & Ball

Bone China Blue 
Pale intelligent matt
emulsion, £41.50 for 
2.5 litres, Little Greene

Style and practicality
combine in this 

statement design.

Melbury armchair, made in ash
and elm, h108 x w54 x d55cm,
£599, Sitting Firm at John Lewis

Beautiful kitchensBeautiful kitchens
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For stockist details go to page 125

the key to this look is simplicity.
Be playful with the textures you
choose and go for organic shapes
in furniture and accessories.
With such a neutral

palette, you can aford to add
contrasts. Matt white, gloss white, 

grey and dark shades, such  
as charcoal, indigo and even 
soft black, will all work well for 
cabinetry, walls and foors. 
For an authentic look, 
seek out handcrafted artisan 
pieces. The look has also been 

replicated on the high street 
with impressive results.
look at the silhouette 
The shape of a chair or outline of a
table can have a sculptural beauty.
in Fabrics and Wallpapers, 
choose natural textured weaves, 

such as linens, in neutral tones 
and simple block-printed patterns.
in terms oF materials,  
look out for recycled timber, 
leather and basketware, as well as
earthenware or even concrete, for a
more contemporary interpretation. 

makinG it Work

A distinctive
pattern full 
of character.

Morphing cranes
handmade tiles,  
10 x 10cm, £7 each,
Smink Things

The splash of white
gives these baskets 

a modern edge.

Hübsch Natural & White
round baskets, £70.50  

for three, Occa-Home 

This elegant table ofers a modern 
take on traditional farmhouse style.

Turner wild oak dining table, h75 x w180 x 
d90cm, £1,895, John Jenkins at Heal’s

Warm
metallics

soften the
industrial

appearance.

T1 concrete 
lamp in light

grey/gold, 
£149, Gant  

& Mania

The dipped trend is
still going strong.

Dipped wooden soup
spoons, £7.50 each, 
Rose & Grey
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A printed fabric 
will lend depth and

texture to a scheme.

Bird Garden linen,  

137cm wide, £48m, Mark 

Hearld at St Jude’s

Add subtle interest to
walls with a delicate

geometric design.

Daisy Spot wallpaper, £45 
per roll, Emma Bridgewater 

at Sanderson

Beautiful kitchens
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beautiful painted cabinetry and natural timber combine to stunning effect  

in tracy and roger pollard’s bright and elegant new kitchen

Feature hayley gilbert  Photography DaViD Still

Bright outlook

Summer loving 
Bifold doors open onto the 
south-facing garden while a  

Caple wine cabinet keeps drinks
chilled for hot sunny days

Beautiful kitchens
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Rich contrast

The new kitchen, designed and manufactured 
by Harry Matthews of Haev Design, features a
combination of Chalk White painted cabinets 
and walnut accents for a warm, welcoming fnish

T
racy and Roger Pollard relocated

their kitchen to the back of their

home to create a more sociable

family space. ‘It was originally at

the front of the house, but was very 

dark and a little on the small side,’ says Tracy.

‘We’d previously extended the rear of the

property, which is south-facing, adding a large

room adjoining the existing dining area. Then

we decided to move the kitchen there and install

bifold doors so that we could have a bright space

overlooking our beautiful garden.’

So the couple knocked through the two

rooms, leaving the chimney breast in the middle

to divide the new kitchen and living area, and got 

Harry Matthews of Haev Design in to help with

the kitchen design. A large multifunctional

central island would be the focal point of the new

scheme, creating a natural fow to dedicated

areas for cooking, prepping and washing up. 

‘We opted for classic white-painted units and

combined them with walnut veneer to help tie the

kitchen and living spaces together,’ explains

Tracy. ‘I really wanted contrasting cabinetry and

the wood adds warmth, preventing the room

from being cold and clinical.’ To soften the look

even more, Harry incorporated some curved

corner cupboards into the design, and Tracy

dressed the windows and bifold doors 

with vibrant fuchsia and grey striped voile 

panels, which add a welcome burst of colour 

to the predominantly pale, neutral scheme. 

Tracy’s wish list included a larder cupboard,

which sits just to the right of the American-style

fridge freezer – another must-have item. ‘We

also needed a prep sink in the island, a Quooker

hot-water tap and a wine cooler for when we’re

entertaining,’ says Tracy. Also featured in the

scheme is a waste-disposal unit, plus a downdraft

extractor because the couple didn’t want the view

of the garden from the island to be obstructed by

an overhead chimney model. 

With a practical layout, striking design

features and a new location, the Pollards’ kitchen

is stylish, functional and family-friendly, too.

BeAuTIful kITCHeNS
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THE OWNERS Tracy and
Roger Pollard, who both
work in property, their
daughter Natasha, 18, and
dogs Rhumba and Millie

THE HOME  

Detached 1930s house 
in Hertfordshire

THE PROJECT Two
rooms knocked through
to form an open-plan
kitchen and living space

ROOM SIZE 5.6 x 5m
(kitchen area only)

DESIGNER Harry
Matthews at Haev Design

CABINETRY Bespoke
walnut and veneer with
Chalk White maple
lacquered units, £23,000,
cabinetry only

BUDGET Around £40,000,
excluding building work

Project profile

The layout

Hole in one
A small prep sink,
perfect for quick
rinses, is mounted
beneath the
Compac quartz
worktop

On the curve
A sweeping wall
cabinet helps
soften the scheme

Easy access
All foodstuf is kept in one 

area to save on legwork

0123456789
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CABINETRY Bespoke walnut and veneer
furniture with maple lacquered units in 
Chalk White by Haev Design. Priced £23,000 
for a similar kitchen, cabinetry only

SURFACES Compac quartz stone worktops  
in Absolute Blanc, £320lin m, Haev Design. 
Wall paint, Potters Clay 3 tinted matt emulsion,
£30 for 2.5 litres, Dulux. For similar fooring 
take a look at Prestige Stone Nimbus limestone,
45 x 30cm tiles, £71.67sq m, Topps Tiles

APPLIANCES Built-in single oven, £985; 
built-in steam oven, £746; built-in microwave,
£378; induction hob, £1,129; built-in warming
drawer, £393; integrated American-style 
fridge freezer, £1,974; fully integrated
dishwasher, £670, all Siemens. Downdraft
extractor, £1,091; built-in wine cabinet, 
£437, both Caple 

SINKS AND TAPS Form 200 undermounted
double-bowl sink in stainless steel, £213; 
Form 34 undermounted single-bowl sink  
in stainless steel, £97; two Avel quarter-turn
monobloc mixer taps in brushed nickel, £75
each, all Caple. Design boiling-water tap  
in stainless steel, £838, Quooker

FINISHING TOUCHES Retro Circles bar stools
in white, £99 each, Dwell. For similar voile panel
curtains try John Lewis, from £10. The Natuzzi
Editions leather armchair and footstool, £1,025,
Julia Jones, would complement this scheme

The detailsD E S I G N  S O L U T I O N  
D es ig ner Har ry Matthews exp lai ns …

Was this a fairly straightforward
kitchen project for you?
To be honest, yes. As it’s such a large,
bright, open space, it was quite easy to
create the perfect kitchen for Tracy and
Roger. We had room to comfortably ft
everything in, from the large side-by-side
fridge freezer to the bank of built-in ovens. 

Did the couple visit your showroom
to select their cabinetry?
Haev Design is a small bespoke company,
so I show clients some work I’ve done and 
ask them to show me any ideas they might
have seen, which could be cuttings from
magazines, swatches of fabric, paint
samples, anything really. Then I bring it  
all together with CAD (computer aided
design) drawings. I like to keep it very
personal when designing new kitchens.

Tell us about the cabinetry
The couple wanted a light scheme,
possibly white but defnitely not stark and
clinical. That’s why we chose the darker
feature cabinets to add depth and break
up the look. We used walnut for the
feature units, which is a lovely warm timber
with an interesting grain pattern. This 

created an eye-catching contrast to the
chalk-white fnish of the rest of the kitchen.
I used brushed-steel bar handles with  
a leather wrap to fnish the look.

And the breakfast bar…
It’s made from solid-planked walnut. I was
going to use steel supports but Tracy wasn’t
keen on the idea, so I designed angled
walnut ones instead, which she really liked.

What type of storage is included?
Wide drawers are a great option, as items
at the back of small, deep cabinets can be
difcult to access. The tall, two-door larder
cabinet also makes it easy for the couple to
reach packets and bottles, as the shelving
isn’t spaced too closely together.

Did you help with the appliances?
Yes. I recommended Siemens because  
I’m a big fan of its kitchen appliances. The
build quality is top-spec and all its products
have a sleek, upmarket look about them.
They also ftted in with the couple’s budget,
as did the Caple downdraft extractor, 
sinks and taps, which are a more afordable
than a lot of high-end models but equal  
in terms of design and quality.

Two become one
When the couple opened up 
the space they kept the original
chimney breast, to help delineate
kitchen and living zones. It also
makes a striking feature

For stockist details go to page 125BEAUTIFUL kITCHENS
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For stockist details go to page 125

Focus  |  Shopping

HOT STUFF
The great outdoors is calling – and our best barbecues are smokin’

1 Get designer style without the price tag with Ikea’s Klasen charcoal grill (h109 x w74 x 
d57cm), which has a built-in thermometer and costs £190. 2 A modern take on a brick
barbecue, the Sunday One Hood (h164 x w49 x d70cm) can be used with wood and
charcoal and is priced at £545 from B&Q. 3 The gas-powered Plancha stainless steel griddle
(h60 x w40 x d23cm) is ready to cook in just three minutes. Stand and accessories optional,
from £319 at Very Cook. 4 Create authentic pizzas, bread, roasted meats and more with the
Fornetto wood-fred garden oven and smoker (h190 x w65 x d56cm), which costs £895 from
BigFire. 5 In vivid lime green, the Supagrill Pod (h92 x w62 x d54cm) from John Lewis is a 

fun update on the classic kettle drum design and costs £135. 6 Cook at the table with the
Joya ceramic and stainless steel barbecue (h15 x dia31cm). It costs £119 from Barbecook. 
7 Bodum’s Picnic charcoal grill (h36 x dia39cm) is great for taking to the beach and costs
£29.99 from Leekes. 8 Go pro with Weber’s Genesis E330 (h164 x w152 x d87cm)
three-burner gas design, with side burner, £1,399.99. 9 The Landmann Avalon (h119  
x w152 x d66cm), £2,249.99 from WorldStores, boasts fve burners and an electronic
rotisserie for the serious chef. 10 Ideal for a small patio, the TravelQ 285 (h95 x w112  
x d51cm) comes with folding legs for easy storage, from £249.99, Napoleon Grills. f
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RURAL
RETREAT

The latest in the successful Pig
hotels and restaurants is the new
The Pig near Bath. This country-

house hotel in the Mendip Hills
fuses Georgian grandeur with

rustic simplicity, and includes a
restaurant, 29 bedrooms, a spa,

garden and its very own deer park.
Top chef James Golding is heading

up the kitchen, creating a hearty
selection of superb, seasonal

British dishes. 0845 077 9494,
thepighotel.co.uk

EAT, cook, EscApE
whether you’re dreaming of life in your new kitchen or simply need  

a break from the builders, a few luxuries will help you on your way

All aboard
These beautiful
wooden chopping
boards take their  
cue from the arts 
and crafts movement, 
and are handmade  
by inmates at HM
The Mount prison  
in Bovingdon. part  
of a skills development
programme, they are
handcrafted from
sustainable english
Oak and kiln dried.
From £26.95, roullier
White, 020 8693 5150,
roullierwhite.com

In gREAT shApE
The frst ceramic tableware collection from Nordic
House has bowlfuls of charm. Made in Sweden, the
super-chic range is handmade, resulting in organic

shapes and an undulating glazed fnish. Choose
from Nordic white or pale blue – both are perfect
for relaxed summer dining. From £10 for a small

plate, 0845 475 1610, nordichouse.co.uk

GLOrIOuS FOOD

Looking for a tasty escape? Make
your way to the Dorset Food & Arts
Festival on 2 August in Poundbury.
Enjoy a line-up of top-quality food

and drink stalls, including great local
produce such as English wines from
Langham Estate. There will be chef
demonstrations by some of Dorset’s

fnest, a bar hosted by Blandford
brewery, Hall and Woodhouse, and
entertainment from home-grown

musicians throughout the day. Free,
Queen Mother Square, Poundbury,

Dorset, dorsetaonb.org.uk

feeling fRUiTY ?

Perfect for summer desserts,
Scarlett & Mustard’s new
delicious fruit curds are

made with fresh fruit and
natural ingredients. £3.30 at 

British Fine Foods, 01892
890690, british�nefoods.com

BeAuTiFuL KiTCHeNS
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News  |  Lifestyle
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pIck yoUR own
Finetune your culinary prowess at Thyme at

Southrop Manor Food School in the cotswolds.
cooking with produce that you’ll pick fresh from
the manor gardens, The Instinctive cook course
(£185 per person) will run on Wednesday 16 july

and Wednesday 13 august at Thyme House,
01367 850174, thymeatsouthrop.co.uk

Feel good food

eat to feel and look your best 
with The Art of Living Well,
£25, ebury press, by jasmine
and Melissa Hemsley. The
tasty recipes all use natural
ingredients and are free from
refned sugar and gluten.
Snap it up for £20 (inc free
Uk p&p) by calling 01206
255800 and quoting ‘Beautiful
kitchens’. another tome all
about favour and goodness is
Fast Vegetarian, £25, Octopus,
by the fast-food visionaries at
Leon. Buy at the special price
of £17.50 (inc free Uk p&p)
by calling 01903 828503 and
quoting, Vegetarian/cON549.

StaCK tHeM uP

Brabantia has added these
stackable storage jars to its

kitchen range. Modular,
airtight and available in a

variety of sizes, they’ll keep
pasta, pulses, coffee and

other foods fresh. Choose
from light or dark mint and

grey for a stylish and
practical addition to your

shelves. From £5.95. 
brabantia.com

RUsTIc FLAVoUR
While it’s nigh impossible to get a table at top restaurant Dabbous, owners Ollie

Dabbous and Oskar Kinberg have followed up with a more relaxed venue,
Barnyard on Fitzrovia’s Charlotte Street. Bringing a rustic slant to the casual

dining experience, the decor is all corrugated iron, bare brick walls and
reclaimed timber. The menu is homely British and American fare expertly

made with a fun twist – popcorn ice cream & hedgerow shandy anyone?  
18 Charlotte Street, London W1T 2LY, 020 7580 3842, barnyard-london.com

OVeR THe COAlS 
Whether you’re after the ultimate space saver 
or are looking for a clever way to hide your
barbie from view, Black & Blum’s Pot BBQ ticks
the boxes. It looks like an ordinary terracotta 

plant pot, but the base hides a stainless steel
grill barbecue underneath. Handily, 

it can even be left outside to
become part of your herb 
garden when not in use.  
£89 including stainless steel
tongs. Available at Clippings,  

020 7060 7422, clippings.com

SauCe POt

Nailing perfect sauces is a breeze with the Juicer & Fat 
Separator from Sebastian Conran’s Universal Expert

range. The integrated strainer reserves tasty juices from
the roasting tray – switch the lid, and it becomes a citrus 

juicer. The porcelain jug looks suitably stylish, too. 
£34 at West Elm, 0800 404 9780, westelm.co.uk

BeAuTiFuL KiTCHeNS
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Place for message hereTiam auditius quaspita voluptat et velestrum

In conversation with: 

the ice cream maker
Handmade in the Kent countryside, Sally Newall’s

Simply Ice Cream is the favour of summer

left daughter Jessica helps out with a delivery to nearby
potten farm shop below sally making her bestselling

honeycomb favour right simply ice Cream is made the
old-fashioned way, by hand in small batches

left & AboVe from heavenly honeycomb Crunch
to dreamy vanilla, sally’s ice creams are foodie heaven.  

right sally’s simply special seasonal favours are made 
using 100 per cent natural and local ingredients

BeAuTIfuL KITCHeNS
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Focus  |  People

S

tub. 01233 720922, simplyicecream.co.uk

aturday Kitchen’s James Martin

once described Sally Newall’s

Simply Ice Cream range as ‘the

best bought ice cream available.’

High praise, but worthy praise, 

too. Despite now supplying Waitrose

nationwide, as well as selected independents

and farm shops in the south east, Sally and

her husband Robin still make all their ice

cream by hand in the country near their 

Kent home. Popular favours for summer

include Sublime Strawberry and Mango,

Lime & Passionfruit, while classic staples

including vanilla and a legendary honeycomb

are year-round favourites. 

Sally attributes the success of the

company to her product’s unique taste 

and texture. ‘Our ice creams are not mass-

produced by a machine, so they’re very

smooth and creamy,’ she says. ‘We only use

natural ingredients and the range is free

from nasty preservatives and stablilisers. 

It’s what we consider real food,’ she adds.  

Simply Ice Cream started as a kitchen

table business some 25 years ago when former

caterer and mother of four, Sally, began

making ice cream for weddings, using an old

recipe she had adapted over the years. ‘People

kept asking me where they could buy it, so it

was a natural progression to create a product

that we could put into shops,’ she says. Sally

started experimenting with diferent favours

at home and, in 2005, approached a local

farm shop about stocking her ice cream. The

response was overwhelmingly positive and,

in just over a year, Simply Ice Cream was

available to buy in a further four shops in  

the area. At the time, it was just Sally and

Robin working to meet the growing demand

for their product, while also juggling full-

time jobs and parenthood. ‘Robin and I were

making ice cream in our kitchen from 9pm to

1am when the kids were in bed,’ recalls Sally. 

Keen to expand the company, she decided

to recruit a local design frm to create stylish,

recyclable packaging. ‘I wanted the pot to

refect the pureness of our product, as well  

as look really attractive, too,’ she explains.

Today, Sally has a team of 12, and has

relocated production from the family kitchen

to an outhouse on their land. ‘I’m very lucky

to have family close by to help out,’ she says.

‘Mum’s just next door and I couldn’t do it

without Robin. And, with ice cream on tap,

working from home certainly has its perks!’

With 31 favours to choose from, Simply

Ice Cream costs around £4.99 for a 500ml 
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it’s a family afair: Jessica, william, natasha and
matthew love to sample mum sally’s ice cream
below where possible, sally sources local fruit 
to make simply ice Cream’s special seasonal favours 
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Raymond Blanc
kitchen utensils,
from £12 for a
slotted spoon

Araguani
chocolate

sabayon with 
crunchy

praline – one 
of Raymond’s

delightful
desserts

A light supper such
as smoked salmon 
is on the menu after
a day in le manoir’s
bustling kitchen

music by Beethoven
or chopin helps
Raymond to unwind
in his kitchen at home

Raymond’s
dream kitchen
would be large

enough to
accommodate

a double fridge
freezer, like this

model from
sub-Zero &

Wolf, £15,048

Focus  |  People

For stockist details go to page 128

The two Michelin-starred chef and patron
of Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons reveals his
passion for simplicity, Chopin and steak

My kitchen is quite small but it’s fne
for me, as i spend most of my time at  
le manoir. i live in a beautiful 1920s house
with lovely original features, which we’ve
just fnished renovating. We tried to create 
an open-plan cooking/living space but,
sadly, we couldn’t get planning permission.
i like my Aga for its classic style, but my
two gaggenau ovens epitomise modern
functionality and beauty. i love my kitchen
– it’s warm, friendly and unassuming.

My ideal kitchen would be open-plan
and large enough for a sizeable pantry and
a double fridge-freezer with an ice-maker.

Only close family members would be 
on my dream dinner party list. i’d have my
two sons because they’re great company,
and my partner Natalia, who has a fantastic
sense of humour. my eldest son, sebastian,
is a theatre director and my youngest, Oli,
has just created an app called Henri le
Worm. The aim of the app is to encourage
children to connect with food and to
understand where it comes from. i’ve
created all the recipes for it, and simon
pegg has done the voices – it’s a fantastic
concept. i’m very proud of both my boys.

Working at Le Manoir is like going  
to the opera every day. you’re constantly
creating the most extraordinary food in  
a spectacular environment. But sometimes, 
i crave simplicity, so when i come home  
in the evenings i’ll prepare something  
light such as smoked salmon with lentils,
chickpeas or homous. Occasionally,  
i’ll pan-fry a steak – i’m a guy after all.

My most notorious kitchen
nightmare happened when i was
12-years-old. i was cooking for my mother
for the frst time and decided to make
pancakes in a pyrex dish, which i put
directly on to the fame – it exploded 

everywhere. There was caramel all over the
ceiling and in my mum’s hair. Thankfully,
disasters like that don’t happen any more!

My grandmother was an amazing 
cook, as is my mum. she’s 91 but even to
this day, she’d be so hurt if people didn’t 
eat her food. she taught me that cooking 
is an act of love. my passion for seasonality
and the provenance of produce comes
from her – as does my zero tolerance  
on wasting food. most importantly, she
showed me how sacred the dinner table  
is. it’s where families gather to chat, 
debate, laugh – everything.

My favourite kitchen product is my
own set of knives. i know i’m not really
supposed to say that but i spent 14 years
creating them, so of course i’m going to
use the fruits of my labour. When you have
amazing food, you want to cook it well, and
this requires the best equipment. my top
tip is to buy a decent set of knives. you only
need three: one for chopping, one for
vegetables and a small all-purpose knife. 

I don’t play music in the kitchen at 
le manoir but at home i’ll go for classical 
– something very serene like chopin or
Beethoven. i want music to lift me up.

I’ve trained 27 Michelin-starred
chefs. it’s very exciting to be part of  
a revolution in British food. chefs are
connecting with farmers and fshermen 
more now, and consumers are far more
knowledgeable these days. We want our
produce to be local, organic and ethical.
That’s a big change from 50 years ago
when food was a mere commodity.

Raymond Blanc OBE is the chef-patron
of two-Michelin-starred Le Manoir aux
Quat’Saisons, 01844 278881, 
manoir.com, raymondblanc.com

Raymond Blanc’s 
kitchen story 
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Useful contact details for the main kitchen companies, appliance manufacturers 

and fixtures and finishes for your scheme. Find this issue’s extra stockists on page 136

COMPLETE KITCHEN SOLUTIONS

adaptations 020 8942 9868
adaptations.uk.com 
alno 01924 487900 alnokitchens.co.uk
baker & baker 01787 279119 
bakerandbaker.co.uk
b&q 0845 609 6688 diy.com
barnes of ashburton 01364 653613 
barnesofashburton.co.uk
bespoke kitchen design 0800 169 3979
bespokekitchendesign.co.uk
betta living 0808 149 8214 
bettaliving.co.uk  
british standard 020 7870 7688
britishstandardcupboards.co.uk
broadway kitchens 0845 505 4404
kitchensbybroadway.co.uk 
bulthaup 0844 846 7810 en.bulthaup.com
burbidge 024 7667 1600 burbidge.co.uk
caple 0117 938 1900 caple.co.uk 
chalon 020 7351 0008 chalon.com
chamber furniture 01959 532553
chamberfurniture.co.uk 
charles yorke 01623 756080
charlesyorke.com 
chiselwood 01522 704446 chiselwood.co.uk
churchwood design 
01298 872422 churchwood.co.uk
clayton cabinets 
01363 83615 claytoncabinets.co.uk
clive christian clive.com 
cococucine 020 8968 9555
cococucine.co.uk
cotteswood 01608 641858 
cotteswood.co.uk 
crown imperial 01227 742424
crown-imperial.co.uk 
dada dadaweb.it 
davonport 0845 468 0025 
davonport.com 
design matters 01628 531584 dmkbb.co.uk
designspace london 020 7487 5077
designspacelondon.com 
devol 01509 261000 devolkitchens.co.uk 
doca 020 3603 8835 docauk.com

evitavonni evitavonni.co.uk
extreme design 0845 172 8078 
extreme-design.co.uk  
fired earth 0845 366 0400 
fredearth.com 
great british kitchens & interiors 
01959 532233 handmadekitchens.co.uk
green and fay kitchens  
0800 078 7723 greenandfaykitchens.co.uk
halcyon interiors 020 7486 3080 
halcyoninteriors.com 
handmade kitchens direct 01202 475515
handmadekitchens-direct.co.uk
harvey jones 0800 389 6938
harveyjones.com
higham furniture 0800 047 0235
higham.co.uk
holloways of ludlow 020 7602 5757
hollowaysofudlow.com
holme tree 01530 564561 
holmetree.co.uk 
homebase 0845 077 8888 homebase.co.uk
howdens howdens.com 
ikea 0845 358 3363 ikea.com
in-house 01661 842304 inhouseuk.net
in-toto 01924 487900 intoto.co.uk 
jette kitchens 0113 232 3233
jettekitchens.com 
john ladbury & co 01707 262966
johnladbury.co.uk 
john lewis 08456 049049 johnlewis.com
john lewis of hungerford 
0700 278 4726 john-lewis.co.uk
johnny grey 01730 821424 
johnnygrey.com 
kitchen architecture 01865 404960 
kitchenarchitecture.co.uk 
kitchens international  
01506 862780 kitchensinternational.co.uk
kit stone 020 7371 9997 kitstone.co.uk
kütchenhaus 0161 855 2743
kutchenhaus.co.uk
landmark 01208 73285
landmarkkitchens.co.uk

laurence pidgeon 020 7610 6166
laurencepidgeon.com
leicht leicht.com
lewis alderson & co 0845 474 0854
lewisalderson.com
magnet 01325 469441 magnet.co.uk
mark david 01279 868500 markdavid.co.uk
mark wilkinson furniture  
01380 850007 mwf.com 
martin moore & company 0845 180 0015
martinmoore.com
masterclass kitchens 01792 790088  
masterclasskitchens.co.uk
matrix 020 7808 0340 matrixkitchens.co.uk
matthew marsden furniture 
01257 450413 mmfurniture.co.uk
mccarron & co 01380 859299
mccarronandco.com
mereway kitchens 0121 706 7844
merewaykitchens.co.uk
metris 01325 505590 metriskitchens.co.uk
mowlem & co 020 7610 6626
mowlemandco.co.uk 
neil lerner 020 7433 0705 neillerner.com
neptune 01793 427300 neptune.com
neville johnson 0161 873 8333
nevillejohnson.co.uk
new kitchens 01462 812826 
newkitchens.ltd.uk 
ngi design 01780 766899 ngidesign.co.uk
nolte 01707 290444 nolte-kuechen.de
old creamery furniture 01935 410500
oldcreameryfurniture.com
parapan 01482 440680 parapan.co.uk
pedini 020 8549 9990 pedini.co.uk 
plain english 01449 774028
plainenglishdesign.co.uk
podesta 01494 677770 podesta.uk.com
poggenpohl 020 7224 1986 
poggenpohl.de
poliform uk 020 7368 7600 poliformuk.com
porcelanosa 0800 915 4000
porcelanosa.com/uk
prentice 01827 287387 prentice.co.uk

rational gb kitchens  
0114 255 8008 rationalgb.com 
rencraft 01732 762682 rencraft.co.uk
richard baker furniture 020 8336 1777
richardbakerfurniture.co.uk
roundhouse 020 7297 6220
roundhousedesign.com
scavolini scavolini.us
schmidt 01634 311247 
schmidt-kitchens.com 
schÜller 00 49 98 25830 schueller.de 
second nature 01325 505539
sncollection.co.uk 
siematic 0161 246 6010 siematic.com
silkwood 01763 848853
silkwoodfurniture.co.uk 
simon taylor furniture 01296 488207
simon-taylor.co.uk 
smallbone of devizes 020 7589 5998
smallbone.co.uk
snaidero 00 39 432 063111 snaidero.it
sola kitchens 020 3004 0898
solakitchens.com
stephen anthony design 023 9248 6478
stephenanthonydesign.com 
st giles furniture 01494 873031
stgilesfurniture.com  
stoneham 020 8300 8181 
stoneham-kitchens.co.uk
the freestanding kitchen company

01787 223297 thefreestandingkitchen.com
thomas & thomas 01235 851144
thomasthomas.net
tiles & baths direct 020 8202 2223
tilesandbathsdirect.co.uk
tom howley 0161 848 1200 
tomhowley.co.uk 
underwood 01296 771801 
underwoodfurniture.com 
valcucine 020 7436 1808 valcucine.com
wickes 0845 274 1000 wickes.co.uk
woodstock furniture 
020 8876 0131 woodstockfurniture.co.uk
wren 0845 404 1000 wrenkitchens.com

SINKS AND TAPS

abode 01226 283434 abodedesigns.co.uk
astracast 01274 654700 astracast.co.uk
blanco 0844 912 0100 blanco.co.uk
bristan 0844 701 6273 bristan.com
brita 0844 742 4900 brita.co.uk 
caple 0117 938 1900 caple.co.uk
carron phoenix 0161 436 6280
carron.com
clearwater at sterling distribution 
01684 299555 sterlingdistribution.co.uk
dornbracht 024 7671 7129
dornbracht.co.uk  

elleci elleci.com/en
falcon 0870 789 5107
falconappliances.com 
franke 0161 436 6280 franke.co.uk 
gessi 07734 954513 gessi.com 
grohe 0871 200 3414 grohe.co.uk
hansgrohe 01372 472001 hansgrohe.co.uk
insinkerator 0800 389 3715 
insinkerator.co.uk
itho 0845 250 8090 itho.co.uk
kohler 0844 571 0048 kohler.co.uk
kwc uk 020 8675 9335 kwc-uk.com 

mgs mgstaps.com 
paini 0845 310 8059 paini.co.uk
perrin & rowe 01708 526361   
perrinandrowe.co.uk
quooker 020 7923 3355 quooker.com
rak ceramics 01730 237850
rakceramics.co.uk 
rangemaster 0870 789 6110 
rangemaster.co.uk
rdo 01737 240403 rdo.co.uk
reginox 01260 280033 
reginox.co.uk 

shaws of darwen 0844 840 4529 
shawsofdarwen.com
sinks-taps.com 0845 680 8028
sterling 01684 299555
sterlingdistribution.co.uk 
teka teka.com 
villeroy & boch 020 8871 4028
villeroy-boch.com
william garvey 01404 841430
williamgarvey.co.uk
zip 0845 602 4533
zipheaters.co.uk

0123456789

125

93BEK14JUL207.pgs  13.05.2014  16:33    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



Beautiful kitchens

0123456789

126

WORKSURFACES AND SPLASHBACKS

artisans of devizes 

01380 720007 
artisansofdevizes.com
bushboard  

01933 232242 bushboard.co.uk
caesarstone caesarstone.uk.com
cargo granite  

01234 853439 cargogranite.co.uk
corian by dupont  

0800 962116 corian.co.uk
deco glaze 020 8569 8585 
ecoglaze.co.uk 
eco by cosentino  

01256 761229 
ecobycosentino.com/uk
fired earth  

0845 366 0400 fredearth.com
f jones cleveland  
01642 241195 fjonesltd.com 

gec anderson  
01442 826999 gecanderson.co.uk
granite transformations 
0800 822 3410 
granitetransformations.co.uk
john lewis 08456 049049 
johnlewis.com
lapicida 020 3012 1000 
lapicida.com
london stone  

0844 225 1915 londonstone.com
maia 01773 521300 
maiaworksurfaces.co.uk
mandarin stone  
01600 715444 
mandarinstone.com 
mistral by karonia  
0845 658 0333 
mistralworktops.co.uk 

original style  
01392 473004
originalstyle.com 
resilica  
01273 511564 resilica.com
second nature  
01325 505539
sncollection.co.uk
silestone  
01256 761229 silestone.co.uk
steve robinson  
0845 450 7684 
steverobinsonglass.com
stewkley stone  
01525 240711 stewkleystone.co.uk
stone age  
020 7384 9090 stone-age.co.uk
stoneham 
020 8300 8181 stoneham-kitchens.co.uk

stone masters 
0800 085 3536
stonemasters.co.uk
style stone 

0800 085 6951 stylestone.co.uk
surface tiles 

020 8481 9588 surfacetiles.com
the stone collection 
thestonecollection.co.uk 
the winchester tile company 
01392 473005 
winchestertiles.com 
topps tiles  

0800 783 6262 
toppstiles.co.uk  
velacici  
01476 579950 velacici.com
welbeck tiles 01736 762000 
welbeck.com

APPLIANCES

aeg 0844 561 1611 aeg.co.uk
aga 0845 712 5207 agaliving.com
barazza 01787 224921 
barazza.co.uk
baumatic 0118 933 6900 
baumatic.co.uk
beko 0845 600 4904 beko.co.uk
belling 0844 815 3746 
belling.co.uk 
best 0800 073 1003 
besthoods.co.uk
bosch 0844 892 8979 
bosch-home.co.uk 
britannia  
01253 471001 
britannialiving.co.uk
candy 01685 721222 
candy-domestic.co.uk
caple 0117 938 1900 
caple.co.uk
cda 01949 862010 cda.eu 
de dietrich 01256 308045 
dedietrich.co.uk
electrolux  

0844 561 3613 
electrolux.co.uk
elica 01252 351111 elica.co.uk
esse 01282 813235 esse.com
everhot  

01453 890018 everhot.co.uk
faber 0845 548 3130 
faberhoods.co.uk  
fagor 01256 308045 fagor.co.uk
falcon  
0870 789 5107 falconappliances.com
falmec  
01787 224921 falmec.co.uk 
fisher & paykel  
0845 066 2200 fsherpaykel.co.uk
gaggenau  
0844 892 8988 gaggenau.com
ge appliances geappliances-europe.com
gorenje  
020 8247 3980 gorenje.co.uk 
haier  
0845 025 3025 haier.com 
hotpoint  
0800 092 1922 hotpoint.co.uk

ikea 0845 358 3363 ikea.com
ilva 0845 548 3130 

ilvaappliances.co.uk
indesit  
0800 092 1922 indesit.co.uk
john lewis  
08456 049049 johnlewis.com
kitchenaid  
0800 988 1266 kitchenaid.co.uk
lacanche  
01202 733011 lacanche.co.uk
la cornue lacornue.com/en
leisure  
0845 600 4916 leisurecp.co.uk
lg 0844 847 5454 lg.com/uk
liebherr 

0844 412 2655 liebherr.co.uk
maytag  
0844 499 0101 maytag.co.uk
mercury  
0870 789 5107 
mercuryappliances.co.uk 
miele 01235 554455 miele.co.uk
neff 0844 892 8989 nef.co.uk 

panasonic  

0844 844 3852 panasonic.co.uk 
pando pando.es 
rangemaster  

0870 789 6110  
rangemaster.co.uk
rayburn 0845 762 6147 
rayburn-web.co.uk 
samsung 0330 726 7864  
samsung.com 
servis servis.co.uk 
siemens 0844 892 8999 
siemens-home.co.uk
smeg 0844 557 9907 smeguk.com
steel cuisine 01926 338116 
steelcuisine.co.uk 
sub-zero 0845 250 0010 subzero-wolf.co.uk
the corner fridge company 
0845 061 6622 cornerfridge.com 
v-zug 0843 289 5759 vzug.co.uk
westin 01484 421585 westin.co.uk
whirlpool 0844 815 8989 whirlpool.co.uk
wolf 0845 250 0010 subzero-wolf.co.uk
zanussi 0844 561 3613 zanussi.co.uk

amtico 0121 745 0800  
amtico.com 
artisans of devizes 01380 720007
artisansofdevizes.com 
broadleaf broadleaftimber.com
classical flagstones 0845 308 3030
classical-fagstones.co.uk
dalsouple 01278 727777 
dalsouple.com
ecora 020 7148 5265 ecora.co.uk
fired earth 0845 366 0400 
fredearth.com  
floorsave 0800 055 6265 
foorsave.co.uk 
floors of stone 01509 234000
foorsofstone.com
forbo 0800 731 2369 
forbo-fooring.co.uk

harvey maria 0845 680 1231 
harveymaria.co.uk
john lewis 08456 049049 
johnlewis.com
kahrs 023 9245 3045 kahrs.com
karndean 01386 820100 
karndean.co.uk 
lapicida 020 3012 1000 
lapicida.com
mandarin stone 01600 715444
mandarinstone.com
marlborough 01672 512422
marlboroughtiles.com 
naos flooring 01732 770222 
naosfoors.com
original style 01392 473004 
originalstyle.com
pergo 01827 871840 pergo.com

puur 020 7084 6266 puur.uk.com
quick-step quickstep.com
real oak floors 0844 848 6840
realoakfoors.co.uk
reclaimed flooring co 0845 371 6131
reclaimedfooringco.com
senso 020 8969 0183
sensofoors.co.uk
stone age 020 7384 9090 
stone-age.co.uk
stonell 01372 860860 stonell.com
tarkett 01622 854040 tarkett.com
the colour flooring company 

020 7254 3526 
colourfooring.co.uk
the rubber flooring company 
0800 849 6386 
rubberfooringcompany.co.uk

the solid wood flooring company 
01666 504015
thesolidwoodfooringcompany.com
the stone & ceramic warehouse 
020 8993 5545 
stoneandceramicwarehouse.co.uk
topps tiles 0800 023 4703 
toppstiles.co.uk
uk flooring direct  
0844 327 0000 
ukfooringdirect.co.uk
unicer unicer.com
villeroy & boch 020 8871 4028
villeroy-boch.com
walls and floors 01536 314730
wallsandfoors.co.uk 
white+reid 023 9264 1641
whiteandreid.co.uk

FLOORING

For additional stockists turn to page 128
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A 
acqua kitchens 020 8715 1792 
acquakitchens.co.uk 

air uno 0113 201 2240 airuno.co.uk 
alexander's of ipsden 01491 839958
alexanderinteriorsltd.co.uk 
alkena 00 370 687 34818 alkena.lt/en
anna casa 020 7352 8008 annacasa.net
annie sloan 01865 247296 anniesloan.co.uk
appliances direct 01484 481350
appliancesdirect.co.uk  
appliances online 0844 324 9222 ao.com
aparici 00 34 964 701010 aparici.com/en/ 
arc reclamation 01730 231995
arcreclamation.com 
ardingly antiques fair 01636 702326

iacf.co.uk/Ardingly 
a white room 01282 862626 
awhiteroom.com

B 
b&q 0845 609 6688 diy.com 
barbecook barbecook.com   

benchmark 01488 608020
benchmarkfurniture.com 
bigfire 01395 275300 bigfre.co.uk 
black by design 01889 502716
black-by-design.co.uk 
blades 0808 155 2390 blades-aga.co.uk
boconcept 020 7794 8049  boconcept.com
bolney stoves 01444 871815
bolneystoves.co.uk 
boniti 01225 892200 boniti.com 
bose 0800 376 0837 bose.co.uk
brighton architectural salvage  
01273 681656 brighton-architectural.co.uk
brownrigg decorative antiques  
01666 500887 brownrigg-interiors.co.uk

C
chloe alberry 020 7727 0707

chloealberry.com  
colefax and fowler  
020 7244 7427 colefax.com 
cosy glimpse 07884 436025 
cosyglimpse.co.uk 
cox's architectural salvage yard 
01608 652505 coxsarchitectural.co.uk 

cugo gran 07740 462220

D 
dinesen 020 363 00196  
dinesen.com

divertimenti 0330 333 0351  
divertimenti.co.uk 
domo 01753 554621 domostone.com 
dulux 0844 481 7817 dulux.co.uk
dulux trade 08444 817818 
dulux.trade-decorating.co.uk
dwell 0845 675 9090 dwell.co.uk

E
earthborn 01928 734171
earthbornpaints.co.uk 

edward bulmer pots of paint 
01544 388535 potsofpaint.com
elmar cucine elmarcucine.com
ercol 01844 271800 ercol.com
evoline evolinestore.com

F
1st sliding folding doors 020
8997 2448 1stslidingfoldingdoors.co.uk  

farrow & ball 01202 876141 
farrow-ball.com 
folklore 020 7354 9333 shopfolklore.com
french connection 0844 557 3285
frenchconnection.com

G 
gant & mania 07507 431048 
gantandmania.com

glasgow architectural salvage 
0141 958 1113 
glasgowarchitecturalsalvage.co.uk 

glass inspirations 01252 834006
inspiredbyglass.co.uk 
graham and green 020 8987 3700 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 
granito 020 7998 3661 granito.uk.com

H 
h&m 0844 736 9000 hm.com 

haev design 01923 820010 

haevdesign.com 
häcker haecker-kuechen.de
harlequin 0845 123 6815 

harlequin.uk.com 
heal's 0870 024 0780 heals.co.uk
heat and plumb 020 3112 2122

heatandplumb.com 
hobsons choice 01793 490685

hobsonschoice.uk.com 
hokolo hokolo.com
homesdirect 365 01642 455589

homesdirect365.co.uk

I 
icon appliances 0115 981 7281 

iconappliances.co.uk 

idyll home 01270 812717 idyllhome.co.uk
ikea 0845 358 3363 ikea.com 
incolour 01273 386560 incolour.biz
isak 07739 536177 dohmus.com

J
john halifax cabinetmakers 
07776 303927 

john hollis furniture 01444 487888 
johnhollis.co.uk 
john lewis 08456 049049 johnlewis.com
julia jones 014925 45013 juliajones.co.uk

K
karavan interiors 020 8748 2266
karavaninteriors.co.uk 

kb sound 0845 838 1678 kbdabfm.co.uk
kenwood 0239 239 2333 

kenwoodworld.com/uk 
kitchens upon thames 01932 754903
kitchensuponthames.co.uk

L
lassco 01844 277188/020 7394
2100/020 7394 8061 lassco.co.uk 

lapicida 0800 012 2220 lapicida.com
leekes 0845 050 8240 leekes.co.uk
leominster reclamation  
& architectural salvage  
01568 616205 leorec.co.uk 
lida cucina 0118 924 1617 lidacucina.com
little greene 0845 880 5855 
littlegreene.com 
loaf 0845 468 0697 loaf.com 
lombok 020 7736 5171 lombok.co.uk 
loop the loop 01873 812524 
looptheloop.co.uk 
lovely & co 01273 473451 lovelyandco.co.uk
love salvage 0845 100 0249 
lovesalvage.com 
lumitrix 01586 554077 lumitrix.com

M
made in design 020 7692 4001
madeindesign.co.uk 

maplebank interiors 01284 388651
maplebankinteriors.co.uk 
masco 01285 760886 mascosalvage.com 

mdm furniture 0161 669 6290
mdmfurniture.com 
mini moderns minimoderns.com 
the mint list 020 8616 9192 themintlist.com
mufti 020 7243 4444 mufti.co.uk
mylands 020 8670 9161 mylands.co.uk

N
napoleon grills 01676 522788

napoleongrills.co.uk 

notonthehighstreet.com 0845 259 1359

O
occa-home 0844 879 4258 
occa-home.co.uk 

oka 0844 815 7380 okadirect.com
out & out original 0844 417 1419
outandoutoriginal.com

P 
philippe starck starck.com 
piazza tiles 0845 257 0227 

piazzatiles.com 
pink apple designs 01234 818456
pinkappledesigns.co.uk
plumbworld 0844 376 6111 

plumbworld.co.uk

R
raft 020 8450 5078 

raftfurniture.co.uk 
rattan direct 0800 088 3333 

rattandirect.co.uk 
redloh house fabrics 020 7371 7787
redlohhousefabrics.com
retrospective interiors 
retrospectiveinteriors.com 
retrouvius 020 8960 6060 retrouvius.com
roberts radio 01709 571722 
robertsradio.co.uk 

romo 01623 756699 romo.com 

room 4 01926 772411 

rose & grey 0161 926 8763 
roseandgrey.co.uk 
rowen & wren 01932 847538
rowenandwren.co.uk

S
saloni saloni.com/en 

sanderson 0844 543 9500 
sanderson-uk.com 
sebastian cox 020 8316 5679
sebastiancox.co.uk 
smink things sminkthings.com
sofa.com 0845 591 2678 
sofa workshop 0844 249 9161
sofaworkshop.com 
st jude's 01603 662951 stjudesfabrics.co.uk
stait of the art 07770 915751 
stelle audio 020 3014 8947 

stelleaudio.com/uk/ 
steve russell studios 01453 832889

steverussellstudios.com 
stone & ceramic warehouse 020 8993

5545 stoneandceramicwarehouse.co.uk
stonell 01372 860860 stonell.com
such designs 020 8451 0800

suchdesigns.co.uk 
surface view 0118 922 1327 
surfaceview.co.uk

T
the calm gallery 01223 269749
thecalmgallery.com 

the kitchen company 01895 230600
kitchencompanyuxbridge.co.uk 
the steel window company  
01903 718808 thesteelwindowcompany.com
the tile shop 020 8968 9497
tileshoplondon.co.uk 
tile mountain 01782 223822 
tilemountain.co.uk 
turnstyle designs 01271 325325
turnstyledesigns.com

U
ultra living 01438 230708 

ulul.co.uk

V 
very cook 020 3627 0937  
verycook.co.uk

vision rooflights 0116 279 1900 
visionroofights.co.uk

W 
wallpaper direct 01323 430886 
wallpaperdirect.com 

waterworks waterworks.com 
weber 01756 692611 weberbbq.co.uk
wellington tile company 01823 667242

wellingtontile.co.uk 
west elm 0800 404 9780 westelm.co.uk
worldstores 0844 482 7500 

worldstores.co.uk

STOCKISTS
Contact details for all the additional companies mentioned in this issue

Find more inspiration

Whether you’re new to Beautiful Kitchens or just getting started on your kitchen project, you can 

find more inspiration by buying back issues of the magazine. Call 01733 385170 or visit mags-uk.com

digital editionS aRe alSo aVailaBle on iPad, iPhone, Kindle FiRe and nooK Via google Play, aPP StoRe, ReadR oR Zinio
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Sheer curtains have long been a favourite for large expanses of windows as they

soften glare, create a lovely difused light and bring a little privacy. Add a splash of

colour to those sheers and, like flters for theatre lighting, you’ll instantly create 

a sense of drama. We love the idea of sunshine yellow casting a golden glow all

summer long, but it could equally be a cool blue or fresh green. Can’t fnd a shade you

like? Get creative with some simple whites and machine dye – it couldn’t be easier. 
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Why it works...
colourful sheer curtains bring a whole new

meaning to bathing a room in light

Beautiful kitchens

0123456789
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