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Going further

Types of gloss
PLAIN GLASS

Also referred to as standard, float glass,
soda lime glass or picture glass, it's usually

2-3mm thick and is available in all glass
merchants. It’s also very cost-effective.

NON-REFLECTIVE GLASS (NRG)

Available in specialist glass stockists and
most bespoke picture framers, this is more
expensive than plain glass. Non-reflective
glass has an etched finish that dulls down
the surface, cutting down on reflections but
also flattening colours in framed images.

PERSPEX

Sometimes called Plexiglas, this clear
acrylic is easy to work with and doesn't
leave any sharp edges once it’s cut, plus

it's fairly inexpensive. It scratches easily,
though, and it sometimes turns opaque over
time and exposure to sunlight/UV light.

CUTTO SIZE

Whatever the type, glass merchants will
usually cut glass to size, but you will have to
be accurate with your measurements and
be prepared that there could be a tolerance
of up to quarter of an inch in its finished size.
| prefer to cut my own glass so | can get an
exact fit—it's not hard to do (see step 9).

®

-

) © Measure the glass

(
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~ . Laytheglass for your frame on a

‘. flat, clean surface that's big enough

to support the whole surface of the glass.
Use a sharp cutter and a sturdy straight
edge that won't slip —a T-square is ideal
and will help you to make straight, square
cuts. Measure the glass to fit your artwork
by putting the square underneath your
ruler and moving the square into the
correct position, remembering to allow
for the width of the cutter itself. Before
you commence cutting, make sure that
everything is in the correct position and
that you have enough room all around you
to cut the full length of the glass without
any obstructions or distractions.

~ . ©Cut the glass

1 -}

N j Cutting glass is all about confidence.
. Scribe the glass firmly with the cutter
along the straight edge (if you use enough
pressure it should sound like frying chips).
Make sure you only scribe the surface once,
as this creates a single fault line along which
the glass will snap cleanly. Once marked,
hold either side of the scribe-line and apply
an even upward pressure until the glass
breaks cleanly. Alternatively, place one side
of the glass on an elevated surface (the edge
of the T-square, for example) and apply a
gentle downward pressure to the other side
until it snaps. These newly cut edges are very
sharp, so be careful when handling.




- @ Cut the backing board

.~ Use 2.5mm MDF or standard hardboard,
__ ./ available from all good hardware merchants.
Measu re and mark your backing board with a ruler and
square. Use a sturdy straight edge and a craft knife to
cut the board to shape — you might have to take several
passes through the material to cut right through. Once
cut, sand or plane the edges to prevent splintering.

Frame your own art

O Make i1t shine

Clean everything, then clean it
— « = again. Vacuum up all of the dust,
polish the frame and clear away surplus
tools and equipment. Remove the band
clamp and place the frame face-down on
your clean, flat surface, then run around
the rebate with the vacuum to remove
any dust or debris. Next, clean the glass on
both sides using a quality cleaning agent to
prevent any smears, leaving a crystal clear
finish. Lay the glass into the frame, handling
it as little as possible. Again, run the vacuum
around the inside of the frame to clear any
debris. Next, lay the art on the glass and
finally put the backing board in place.

- © Add finishing touches

" Pinthe backing board tight into the frame with some
..l framer's points or panel pins. Carefully insert these
with a pin hammer or a specialist framer’s point gun. Or you
could use a PushMaster, which has a handy groove for inserting
points by hand. Give everything a wipe down and thenruna
length of gummed tape around the frame and backing board,
cutting it into the corners with a sharp blade to seal the back
of the frame. Finally, position a couple of cord hangers on the
frame edges and run a length of picture cord between them.
Knot these securely and your frame is ready to hang.
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Paint  Draw

e e

Master composition Paint in gouache Capture the seasons
Use line, tone and colour to create Utilise the unique layering and Use watercolour to depict a vibrant
the best artwork textural properties of gouache autumnal scene

Paint a nightscape Use glazing techniques Mount your art
Capture stunning tonesona Create dramatic colourful skies using Get tips on how best to display
night-time woodland walk just a few colours your artwork
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