





Welcome to

Pots&-Planters

GARDENING GUIDE

Keep your outdoor space looking stunning all
year round with our guide to creating
colourful containers! From bright blooms in
spring to the fiery foliage of winter, we'l
share with you our favourite recipes for

stunning displays, whatever the weather.
Elsewhere, we've also got all the expert
advice you could possibly need to get started
with pots and planters, from the different
materials available and what plants work
best in them, to natural ways to keep those
pesky pests at bay.

't you prefer to challenge yourself to create
your own displays, we've got you covered. As
well as a potting template to achieving
striking schemes, we'll share with your our
picks of the best plants for pots, whether
that'’s a pint-sized planter for a windowsill or
balcony, or a towering tub for a patio.




MAINTAIN YOUR POTS

6 EVERYTHING YOU NEEDTO
KNOW ABOUT POTS
We dish the dirt on humanity’s
favourite plant container

14 MAKE YOUR POTS A HOME
To turn your container into a plant’s

idea of paradise, you'll need to get the

drainage and potting mix just right

20 TAKE CONTROL OF PESTS

Don‘t let the unwanted attention of
pests ruin your pot paradise - learn how

to identify and limit the impact of
common plant predators

30 THE SECRET TO DAZZLING
DISPLAYS

Employ the theory of thriller, filler and

spiller to achieve stunning results

whatever container, season or aspect

you are working in
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PLAN AHEAD FOR SPRING

Fill pots with colour to brighten up your
Spring garden

SPRING TO LIFE!

Perk up your patio with these amazing
pots, which are packed with all of the
best plants of the season

POTS OF SUMMER STYLE
Have your patio bursting with colour
with these beautiful seasonal ideas

SUMMER POT RECIPES

These four beautiful containers can be
planted up early and will get better and
better over the season

SUMMER CONTAINERS

This seasonal pot pot inspo is ideal for
creating a vibrant spot on your patio for
the summer months

60

68

74

82

84

TIME FOR BULBS

Don‘t miss out on planting up one
more of these both displays in Alton
for fabulous display to look forward to
next year

LAST-MINUTE COLOUR
Give your garden a final burst of colour
with these late-season pots

HARDY BEAUTIES

We have six recipes for eye-catching
containers that are sure to bring you
good cheer in the darkest time of year

POTTED BLUES

This flexible wall display can be planted
to fit any available space you have on a
wall or fence

10 BEST CONTAINERS FOR
WINTER

Choose a mix of these varieties to
create a stunning winter pot
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GROW VEG IN POTS

You don't need a huge garden to enjoy
homegrown veg - discover how to

grow a plentiful supply in pots

PLANT ATIERED HERB PLANTER
Transform a plain planter into a unique

piece for your garden

MAKE COLOURFUL OIL DRUM
PLANTERS

Try an easy upcycling project and turn
tatty old metal drums into a fun and
colourful container garden

POT STYLE
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IDEAS FOR HANGING BASKETS

These fresh looks reinvent the classic
cottage garden accessory for
contemporary spaces

25 BEST BALCONY PLANTS

Choose easy to care for plants for a low
maintenance mini plant paradise

102 COOL &§ CONTEMPORARY

CONTAINERS

These on-trend planters in shades of
grey are just the thing to take you
right through the colder months and
into spring

106 25 BEST PATIO PLANTS

These top performers will keep your
outside space looking fabulous every
month of the year
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MAINTAIN

lant pots are simple
containers with hidden
technical depths. Which
ones you choose will have
far-reaching impacts on your garden.
All plants differ to some extent-and
the same can be said of pots. Crucially,
one pot may drain of water faster than
another, depending on its material, size
and design. A terracotta pot will
probably drain more freely than a
plastic one. But any pot with inadequate
drainage holes will struggle to drain at
all. Whatever the reasons behind a pot’s

Everything you
need to know about

We dish the dirt on everyone’s
favourite plant container

slow or rapid drainage, that movement
of water will influence which plants, if
any, the pot can keep happy.

While drainage is important to
potted plants, so too is water retention.
This is the ability of the compost or
potting mix to hold moisture whenitis
not in a saturated state. The very
material of a pot may promote or
discourage water retention, and this in
turn will affect the opportunity for
roots to take up water. When choosing a
pot to suit a plant, we need to consider
these factors, as well as other points of

difference such as a pot’s size, weight
and effects on soil temperature.

Of course, appearances matter too.
Picking pots to complement your
garden design is largely subjective, but
there’s plenty of inspiration to be found
in places such as RHS and National Trust
gardens, your local garden centre, and
the pages of this book. Pay attention to
where other gardeners have put their
pots - near boundaries, on stands, hung
from walls, and so on-and decide which
combinations of pot, plant and position
are most pleasing to your eye.




MAINTAIN EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT POTS

Glazed ceramace

Like a terracotta pot, glazed ceramic pots
are made of clay. There’s an important
difference, however, in that glazed
ceramic pots have a coat of lacquer on
their surface. Glazed ceramic pots are
often made in bold, attractive colours, or
with expressive, artistic patterns.

Pros

* Very good moisture retention due to
the glazed outer layer.

 Heavy material keeps large plants
stable in windy conditions.

e Beautiful designs available.

Cons

* May hold too much moisture for some
plants, leading to root rot.

* Unsuitable for aerating the potting
mix or soil.

 The material is highly prone to
breakage when dropped or knocked.

Pairs well with
Ferns, sage, tulips

Terracotta

These earthenware pots made from
moulded, fired clay are probably the first
image that springs to mind when you
think about plant pots. Terracotta has
been a popular plant pot material since
ancient times, and it remains a firm
favourite in the present day for both
utilitarian and ornate styles of pot.

Pros

 Whetheryou're looking for new
terracotta pots or antiques, a superb
variety are available to buy online and
in shops.

» Porous material helps with drainage
and movement of air.

e Timelessly attractive style.

Cons

» (Can be susceptible to frost damage.
* May drain water too freely for
moisture-loving plants.

Pairs well with
Lavender, rosemary, bay










































































































































































































































































































































