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Celebrating owy 10th Binthday

In our new forever home at the Historic Zebulon H. Baird House in Asheville, NC

Purveyors of Fine & Fanaful
Needlework Needfuls

Cross Stitch, Punch Needle; ;
& Embroidery Supplies for .
: ’,Friends both Old & New -

Spooky Shakespeare: Frd

Fills o  Feny Snake | Y It’s the perfect time to check out our
r I\~ S —— N¢ Spooky Shakespeare series of Small

i hod , ' Samplers where we pay tribute to
2 afepmysoake, : . : “The Scottish Play”. Each of four
P8 Jin the caaldron J ¢ | = )
g s o = : small samplers includes a bonus
- ) : WWI of bt and I part that will complete your own
tmgue of dog Spooky Shakespeare Ty

> Sassafras Samplers -

Come see us in person or visit us online at sassyjacksstitchery.com.
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One Stitch Abhea

Hello stitching friends!

I hope the Autumn 2024 issue of Just CrossStitch
finds you well as we approach the changing of the
seasons once again. It seems this time of year is a
favorite for many. The kids are returning to school, the
days seem cooler, with a welcome crispness in the air,
and beautiful colors will soon begin appearing in the
trees. Of course, the sight of pumpkins will likely be
tound at every turn. Our designers have gone to great
lengths to capture the very essence of this amazing
time of year, and we proudly present this all-new issue
for your stitching pleasure.

We kick off the issue with the whimsical scene of Pumpkin Cottage, and the

vibrant colors and seasonal charm continue to unfold with every turn of the

page. From incredible landscapes in full coverage, like Pumpkins by the Barn on
page 12 or Majestic Stag on page 47, to the amusing Turkey Time design that
celebrates the Thanksgiving holiday on page 65, this issue has something for
everyone. In addition to stunning charts, you'll discover inventive finishes, along
with all the materials and instructions needed to re-create them.

Don’t miss all our regular feature offerings, such as the Celebrating
Needlework article on page 32, which this time delves into the joys of attending
cross-stitch retreats! Halloween enthusiasts, take note: We’re introducing The
Halloween Stitch feature in every regular edition. Like The Christmas Stitch,
readers now have the chance to stitch a Halloween project in each issue, alongside
the Christmas-themed project. Finally, I personally recommend taking a moment
to read Becky Noland’s feature on page 37, regarding the inspiration for her Rest
in Peace sampler. Her unique hobby of exploring cemetery symbolism is very
interesting, and her design exudes eerie elegance.

We invite you to immerse yourself in the cozy world of autumn stitching. Grab
your materials, cozy up with a cup of cider or pumpkin spice latte, and let’s stitch
our way through this enchanting season together!

Until next time,

(Rarbie

Join the Just CrossStitch Online Community!
ﬁ Facebook: www.facebook.com/JustCrossStitchMagazine
@ Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/anniescraftstore/just-crossstitch-magazine

Instagram: www.instagram.com/justcrossstitch SSTTCHER

I\G
THE RESOUR(E FORTOD!

@ Website: Just-CrossStitch.com ‘”E%ﬁ Sst.“t
@ \X\NQW
And Remember, Subscribers Receive ; ¥
Free Online Digital Access on Our Website
\With hutumrt

« Download current and past issues Sfitching et

. . y R
- View or print patterns directly from your computer Q“E‘Eﬁ:%gggqﬁ{}

- TCl ]
« Discover bonus web content e
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1m51cal'ial unfolding within the walls of this quaint little cotta
Worked primarily in full cross stitches, this magical scene is enhanced by
strategically placed half cross stitches that add depth and interest.
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It would be challenging to select a favorite from this pﬁgnpkin
patch, as each delightful squash has its own unique chﬁn.

Design by Nancy Wahler of
Faithwurks Designs

www.facebook.com/faithwurksdesigns

Skill Level: Intermediate
Stitch Count: 68H x 108W
Design Size: 47" x 734"

Materials

+ 11" x 14" piece 28-count antique ivory
Cashel linen from Zweigart®

+ One skein each Anchor® or DMC®
six-strand embroidery floss

+ One skein each Classic Colorworks
Hand-Dyed Cotton Thread

+ One skein Weeks Dye Works™ Hand
Over Dyed Floss

« One package Mill Hill Seed Beads

Size 24 tapestry needle

« Beading needle

Anchor® DMC®
A 316 971 tangerine, dk.
¥ 326 720  apricot, dk.

8 Just CrossStitch  JUST-CROSSSTITCH.COM  Autumn 2024
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326 720  apricot, dk.
(Smyrna cross
stitch)

904 3781 tawny

1001 976  antique gold,
med.

Backstitches/Straight Stitches

268 937  avocado, med. dk.
(2 strands)

340 919 terra cotta, med.
dk. (2 strands)

903 3032 tawny, med.

904 3781 tawny

Classic Colorworks Hand-Dyed

Cotton Thread

DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*

067 (920) fallen leaves

267 (3853) marmalade

Weeks Dye Works™ Hand Over

Dyed Floss

DMC® Alternative Listed in Parentheses*

2228 (721)  pumpkin

Mill Hill Seed Beads
G02034 autumn flame

*DMC® alternatives are not one-to-one equiva-
lents to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in
the first column.

Instructions

Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss or thread.

Backstitch over two threads or
work straight stitch using one strand
of floss unless indicated otherwise in
color code.

Work Smyrna cross stitch
over four threads using two
strands of floss.

Attach beads using a cross stitch
and one strand of coordinating floss.

Finishing Instructions

Model was embellished with
cotton lace ribbon and coordinating
buttons prior to framing. ©»
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Cute as a button and

brimming with joy, this
darling little princess is the

ideal muse for your autumn-

themed stitching.

Design by Anna Matvieieva of
Mr. Stitch & Mrs. Needle

www.instagram.com/mir.stitch_mrs.needle

Skill Level: Intermediate
Stitch Count: 85H x 66W
Design Size: 6Y5" x 434"

Materials

« 13" x 11" piece 28-count linen with
white mini dots Cashel linen from
Wichelt ImportInc.

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

DMcC®
422
470
725
726
869

922

948

975

3021
3033
3779
3825
3826
3828
3853
3854
3854

+ N PD>DAVESHW—P &3 ¥%

3855
3855

AN o]

= ecau

Sullivans®
45093 hazelnut brown, It.
45105 avocado green, It.
45170 topaz, med.It.
45171 topaz It
45242  hazelnut brown, vy.
dk.
45268 copper, It.
45286 peach, vy. It.
45304 golden brown, dk.
45428 brown gray, vy. dk.
45325 mocha brown, vy. It.
45392 rosewood, vy. It.
45422 pumpkin, pl.
45423 golden brown
45425 hazelnut brown
45451 autumn gold, dk.
45452 autumn gold, med.
45452 autumn gold, med.
(right-slanting
Y5 cross stitch)
45453 autumn gold, It.
45453 autumn gold, It.
(right-slanting
Y cross stitch)
45000 ecru

Backstitches/Straight Stitches

— 975
— 3021

10 Just CrossStitch

45304
45428

golden brown, dk.
brown gray, vy. dk.
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— 3021 of floss unless indicated otherwise in

color code.

45428 brown gray, vy. dk.
(2 strands)

B5200 45002 snow white

Finishing Instructions
Instructions

Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss. Work % cross
stitch over two threads using two
strands of floss.

Backstitch over two threads or
work straight stitch using one strand

Model was finished using
Hoop Finishing Instructions
and embellished with mini
pompom trim.

Stitched by Sandra Truman 9)))
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Pumpkin Princess
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Pumpkins by the Barn
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THIS LAMP IS A SIGHT FOR SORE EYES

“| couldn’t read the paper anymore. | would
scan the headlines and could barely finish the
articles. So when | saw the ad, | had nothing

to lose. And the KIS lamp did all that it said-
eliminating eyestrain and fatigue.”

—Jack D. Woodland Park, N.J. - Lampli;,ht |

light source
focuses light
exactly
where it's
needed.

The Keep It Simple Lamp

MyLight has combined classic lamp
design with a revolutionary light

source. The combination delivers |
exponentially more light for

reading or any other task.

Underlighting The |
is overrated KIS™Lamp T
In your lamps, the new and LampLight |
“retrofit” CFL and LED light source |
bulbs do not produce the \
same amount of task light |
as ordinary bulbs. Just as ?3 ;%TEQSTS
we've gotten older and 10.422.488

our eyesight has declined, o

OUR LIGHT HAS FAILED US. ‘
YOU NEED: |
e A quantity and quality S S

of light geared to
better contrast and
clarity for older eyes.

Also includes handheld
LED dimmer and
switch for brightness
control - perfect

® |ess g|are in your for adjusting

ambient light.
field of vision

Only 32 WATTS P

|
Compare, to any Iamp Table lamp height
at any price. adjusts from

27" to 32"

4
SPECIAL OFFER ] ekl
includes KIS lamp, (5) bulbs, - g Brushed Siler
lampshade and LED Dimmer. .\‘: 4":4

Easy assembly. Lamp column
simply screws into the base.

‘ J 43" to 59"

The first light source designed
for lamps

This advanced LED technology will
deliver up to 10 times more light than
the single bulb you are now using -
for only 32 watts!

lts patented LED bulb array may
. appear to be “upside down”- but the
“ 4 bulb spread of light is actually down
"-.__and out, perfect for task light.

A Swing arm
extends 6”. .

4

Floor Lamps
available in
Satin Brass
(SHOWN),
Gun Metal
Bronze and
Brushed Silver

o

|

Height of
floor lamp
adjusts from

Lamplight

Seeing is Believing

The patented KIS lamp and Lamplight
projects a massive amount of illumination on
your reading material. Reader bulbs and all
components are unconditionally guaranteed
for 3 years.

Take advantage of our 30 day risk free trial*
and see what you've been missing.

*If unsatisfied, simply return with prepaid shipping labels
provided for full credit.

FREE SHIPPING
$50 OFF

Use coupon code TF29

Floor Lamps $425 Now Only $375
Table Lamps $375 Now Only $325

Visit us online at morelamplight.com
or call 1-888-211-6305

© MYLIGHT uic 16776 West Park Circle Dr. | Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023




Fresh from the farm, this bountiful harvest haul will have you stocked up with all the apples,
pumpkins and sunflowers you’'ll need for your autumn stitching to-do list.

Design by Clare Bray of Materials

: : : « Three 9" x 9" pieces 14-count white
C|Imb|ﬂg Goat De5|gn5 Aida from Wichelt Imports Inc.

« One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®

www.climbinggoat.co.uk 4 :
% USA six-strand embroidery floss

Skill Level: Easy « Size 24 tapestry needle
Stitch Count
Apples: 36H x 36W DMC® Sullivans®

309 45052 rose, dk.

321 45062 red

335 45068 rose

725 45170 topaz, med. It.
726 45171 topaz, It.

727 45172 topaz,vy. It
740 45181 tangerine

741 45182 tangerine, med.
742 45183 tangerine, It.

Pumpkins: 36H x 36 W
Sunflowers: 35H x 35W
Design Size

Apples: 29" x 2%"
Pumpkins: 2%" x 2%s"
Sunflowers: 2¥2" x 25"

owkVEXI—~€x

16

801 45211 coffee brown, dk.

816
900
946
987
988
3733

K D>HEHMND ¥

45218
45251
45284
45308
45309
45370

Instructions
Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss.

garnet

burnt orange, dk.
burnt orange, med.
forest green, dk.
forest green, med.
dusty rose

Finishing Instructions

Models were framed using 3"
Round Self-Finishing Frames from
Beth Gantz Designs.

Stitched by Leanna Wheeler
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Harvest Trio: Apples
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Fall Forest

Looking for a quick-stitch design with a mid-century modern
vibe? Check out this colorful little gem that blends retro colors
with contemporary flair.

Design by Sunny Lofstrom of X ‘71§§ fé]?g rﬁd.dk-
: s olive green
Three Tiny Owls O 734 45178 olive green, It.
www.etsy.com/shop/threetinyowls # T4z 45183  tangerine, It.
A 743 45184 yellow, med.

Skill Level: Easy + 815 45217 garnet, med.
Stitch Count: 55H x 56W e 922 45268 copper,lt.
Design Size: 314" x 31, = 936 45278 avocado green, Backstitch over one square or
. I vy. dk. work straight stitch using one

aterials Backstitch/Straight Stitch trand of A
« 10" x 10" piece 16-count white Aida = 434 45095 brown, It. e

from Wichelt Imports Inc. Finishing | "
+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans® Instructions SRR N TSN

Model was finished using Hoop
Finishing Instructions. Coordinating
fabric strips were used to wrap hoop

USA six-strand embroidery floss

; Cross stitch over one square usin
» Size 26 tapestry needle d &

two strands of floss. Where small

® ; o symbols appear, work partial cross . .
DMC®  Sullivans Y ppear, P prior to assembly. Ribbon was used
m 350 45074 coral, med. stitches using two strands of floss. h
v 434 45095 brown,lt. T/ BRGALE. ALPE.
Fall Forest
A 4
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Spooky Favorites With Our
Popular Halloween Issue!

CrossStitch museancuscorsisie — otep iNto @ world of hauntingly delightful creations in the

é‘ Just CrossStitch Halloween special collector’s issue for 2024!
2\ QOur team of designers has brewed up an assortment of
patterns in six enchanting chapters, promising a host of
eerie options for your Halloween decor.

HAI.W[E

Order today and start creating!
AnniesCraftStore.com
Search product code CM53422, retail price $9.99 Mf

24 SPOOKTACULAR
QRNAMENTS! ™




With a rich palette of colors,
these autumn stitches perfectly
capture the essence of the

4

/

A

season’s beauty.

4
A

Design by Arlene Cohen of
WorksByABC

www.worksbyabc.com

Skill Level: Intermediate
Stitch Count: 64H x 64W
Design Size: 4%" x 4%"

Materials

« 11" x 11" piece 28-count Kenneth linen
from Grace Notes Fabrics

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

+ One skein each Weeks Dye Works™
Hand Over Dyed Floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

L

Y

DMC® Sullivans®

% 580 45131 moss green, dk.

€& 729 45173 old gold, med.

8 3862 45460 mocha beige, dk.
Backstitches

- 580 45131 mossgreen, dk.

— 729 45173 old gold, med. _
Weeks Dye Works™ Hand Over =
Dyed Floss
DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*

A 1330 (221) baked apple

® 2237 (434) hazelnut

B 2238 (920) sweet potato

Instructions
Cross stitch over two threads using

two

utumn
Pierhnlr‘i

-

4

!

W TR
e

]
ol

21 %

N

!

»
v
-~

4(.
| A
4

¥

Backstitches

symbols appear, work % cross stitch

ggg 8;21)) E:lz(:l(rjw 3E>ple using two strands of floss.
2238 (920)  sweet potato Backstitch over two threads using

two strands of floss.

*DMC® alternatives are not one-to-one equiva-
lents to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in
the first column.

Finishing Instructions

Model was finished using Flat-
Ornament Finishing Instructions.
Hanger and trim were made using
twisted cording. £
strands of floss. Where small

Autumn Intertwined

| | |
| | |
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Shaded portion indicates chart overlap.
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Design by Chiara Gavarone of
Mat and ME Design

www.instagram.com/mat_and_me_design

22 Just CrossStitch  JUST-CROSSSTITCH.COM  Autumn 2024

+ 10" x 10" piece 35-count Kris’ bon bon
linen from Weeks Dye Works™

+ One skein each The Gentle Art
Sampler Threads

+ One skein each The Gentle Art Simply
Shaker Sampler Threads

« Size 26 tapestry needle



DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*
0130 (471) avocado
1140 (3865) oatmeal

Cross stitch over two threads using

two strands of thread.

« Standing wooden pumpkin with a flat

DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*
7009 (3341) melon patch
7088 (3863) baked clay

« Embellishments

*DMC® alternatives are not one-to-one equiva-
lents to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in
the first column.

surface on front that is large enough
to accommodate the stitched piece
« Double-sided tape

Press stitched piece from reverse
side, straightening as much as
possible. Trim stitched piece as
needed to fit front flat side of wooden
pumpkin. Remove desired number of
outer threads on all sides of fabric to
create fringed edges.

Adhere stitched piece to pumpkin
using double-sided tape. Model was
embellished with beads strung on
jute twine and a jute-twine tassel.

Stitched by Vilma Spreuer
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Stitchalong
sponsored by

Design by Carolyn Manning of
Carolyn Manning Designs

www.carolynmanningdesigns.com

Skill Level: Intermediate
Stitch Count

Full Design: 195H x 146W
Part 3: 49H x 146W
Design Size

Full Design: 1378" x 103"
Part 3:3%2" x 10%s"

Materials

Note: Materials given will complete the
full design.

« 20" x 17" piece 28-count antique white
Jobelan from Wichelt Imports Inc.
One skein each (except as noted
otherwise in color code) Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

One skein Sullivans® USA metallic floss
Three hummingbird charms each
#80104 and #80105 in brass finish from
By Jupiter!

Size 24 tapestry needle

SN NVODOYXOOHNEB A X H»

Sullivans®
45057 antique mauve, med.
45061 pistachio green, med.
(2 skeins)
45066 blue violet, vy. dk.
45081 pistachio green, It.
45255 parrot green, med.
45307 forest green, vy. dk.
45309 forest green, med.
45336 golden yellow, vy. It.
45346 dusty rose, ul. dk.
45352 plum, It.
45372 antique violet, vy. It.
45374 blue violet, vy. It.
45402 cyclamen pink
45433 grape, med.
45437 lavender blue, med.
45451 autumn gold, dk.
45452 autumn gold, med.
45453 autumn gold, It.
45470 blue violet, med. dk.

Backstitch/Straight Stitch
45307 forest green, vy. dk.

Sullivans® Metallic Floss

44418 gold

Cultivate this garden with needle and floss,
then watch the colorful blooms take shape in
the brand-new stitchalong for 2024. Featuring
12 unique flower mandalas and delightful little
hummingbird charms, this design promises to

keep the fun blossoming all year long.

Instructions

Note: Measure 3" from the top edge
and 3" from the left edge to find the
point on your fabric to begin stitching
Part 1. For subsequent parts, continue
adding to the existing stitching by
Jfollowing the gray overlap shown on
the chart.

Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss.

Backstitch over two threads
or work straight stitch using one
strand of floss.

When stitching of entire design
is complete, arrange and attach
hummingbird charms as desired,
using one strand of gold metallic
floss. For additional embellishment
a coordinating bead can be
added when attaching charm to
stitched piece. £
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The Marvel of Hummingbird Migration

As fall arrives and temperatures begin to drop, certain circumstances, like the journey over the Gulf
hummingbirds in North America feel the urge to head  of Mexico, they can fly for more extended lengths of
southward. They can sense subtle changes in daylight  time, sometimes covering up to 500 miles in a single

duration, temperature nonstop flight lasting 18-22 hours.
and the availability Among the 12-15 hummingbird species that
of food sources. These <. migrate into the United States and Canada each

natural cues serve as
indicators, prompting them
to prepare for their impending
migration.

Hummingbirds typically fly alone on this
journey, often on the same path they have
flown earlier in their life. They fly by day when
nectar sources such as flowers are more abun-
dant. Flying low allows the birds to see and stop

year, the ruby-throated hummingbird reigns
as the most common. These vibrant creatures
spend their winters in the balmy regions
between southern Mexico and northern
Panama. They meticulously prepare
for their migration journey by
- visiting numerous plants each
day, ensuring they have sufficient
fuel for the long flight ahead. Dur-

at food supplies along the way. They are also experts ing the fall migration, it is recommended that hum-

at using tail winds to help them reach their destination  mingbird lovers leave up their feeders for about two

faster and consume less energy and body fat. weeks after they sight their final bird, just to feed those
Research indicates a hummingbird normally travel late-migrating hummers!

as many as 23 miles in one day. At that rate, it can take Find this information and more at www.humming

several weeks to reach their wintering grounds. But in birdcentral.com.
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This project
features a unique
interchangeable
finish!
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Design by Susan Powell of
Laurel Susan Studio

www.etsy.com/shop/laurelsusanstudiollc

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 88H x 134W
Design Size: 64" x 9%"

Materials

« 13" x 16" piece 14-count glacier Atomic
Ranch Aida from Rogue Stitching

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

DMC® Sullivans®

®« 349 45073 coral, dk.

¢ 350 45074 coral, med.

w 469 45104 avocado green

A 470 45105 avocado green,lt.

# 471 45106 avocado green, vy. lt.

> 640 45148 beige gray, vy. dk.

2 642 45149 beige gray, dk.

. [ 642 45149 beige gray, dk.
738 45179 tan,vy.lt.

¢ 702 45162 Kelly green

« 703 45163 chartreuse

= 718 45166 plum

o 726 45171 topazlt.

A 728 45491 topaz

+ 738 45179 tan,vy.lt.

= 739 45180 tan,ul.vy.lt.

A 915 45262 plum, dk.

® 917 45263 plum, med.

® 972 45302 canary,dp.

m 3021 45428 brown gray, vy. dk.

* 3787 45395 brown gray, dk.
Backstitch

— 3021 45428 brown gray, vy. dk.

Instructions

Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss. Where two
colors are bracketed together, use one
strand of each color of floss.

Backstitch over one square using
two strands of floss.

Finishing Materials & Instructions

+ 10"-square wood plaque #10685532 by
Make Market® from Michaels

+ One package Velcro® Sticky Back for
Fabrics fastener strip

» Two small eye screws

+ 16" length jute twine

« Coordinating fabric for backing

+ Three 2" x 6" strips coordinating
fabrics

Model was finished using
Flat-Ornament Finishing
Instructions. Hanger was omitted
and coordinating fabric was used
for backing.

With hook and loop sides of Velcro
fastener strip pressed together, cut
five 1" pieces from fastener strip.
With hook and loop sides still joined,
remove backing paper from one
side of each 1"

Designer Susan Powell continues her series of seasonal \ \
designs with this crisp autumn scene. Follow the 51mple /T \t\ /‘f \
finishing instructions for a quick, interchangeable %/ A
display that’s perfect for year-round decorating.

!
¥ }%

Note: Velcro fasteners allow the
stitched piece to be removed and
replaced with other seasonal designs
throughout the year.

On back of wood plaque, add
one eye screw to outer edge of each
vertical support piece, approximately
2%" from bottom.

Wrap jute twine across front of
wood plaque, wrapping ends to
back. Thread ends of twine through
eye screws; knot twine at each
end to secure, making sure that it
remains taut.

Tie fabric strips to jute twine on
front as shown.

Note: Fabric strips can be removed
and replaced to match other seasonal
designs throughout the year.

Stitched by Lauren Dudley

fastener and
adhere one to
each corner and
to center back
of assembled
stitched piece;
press firmly in
place. Remove
remaining ’
backing paper ’
from adhered
fasteners. Align
stitched piece
over wood
plaque; press
down firmly

to adhere.

[ XY

628 Sheridan Rd.
www.bla

Visit us for all your cross-stitch and counted
thread embroidery needs! We
carry a huge assortment of:

Fabrics ¢ Fibers ¢ Patterns
Beads ¢ Embellishments

* Winthrop Harbor, IL * 224.789.7224

The Black Cat

Sﬁtcbery

kcatstitchery.com
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Shaded portion indicates chart overlap.
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Ever found yourself intrigued by

the idea of attending a cross-
stitch retreat? Or perhaps you have
already experienced the joy of one
firsthand. If you haven't, it’s a chance
to dive into creativity and community,
whether you're a newbie or a seasoned
pro. Picture a weekend surrounded
by fellow enthusiasts, swapping tips
and stories, honing skills and trying
new techniques. It’s not just about
stitching; it’s a chance to relax and
recharge among like-minded souls. If
you haven't tried it, maybe now’s the
time to discover its magic.

Linnie and Roberta initially
crossed paths at their local
needlework shop’s cross-stitch group.
However, their friendship blossomed
during their shared experience at
the Quilter’s Station Cross Stitch
Extravaganza in 2021. It was Linnie’s
first cross-stitch retreat, and she
fondly remembers the excitement
and anticipation of the event. After a
weekend filled with learning, laughter
and fun, the pair kept in touch; over
time, their cross-stitch connection
grew into a valued friendship.

Roberta launched the SABLE
(Stash Accumulated Beyond Life
Expectancy) Stitchers FlossTube
channel on YouTube in March 2022.
After a few months of flying solo,

she extended an invitation to Linnie
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Attendees at Stitch-Con 2024 enjoyed a relaxing weekend of learning, sharing,

stitching and making new friends.

to join her, and together they now
form a dynamic duo. While they
both are passionate about the art of
cross stitch, they firmly believe that
fostering connections within the
stitching community enriches their
lives with immeasurable joy.

In addition to their FlossTube
channel, Roberta took the initiative
to establish www.sablestitcher.net,
primarily as a resource for cross-
stitch enthusiasts interested in
retreats. Recognizing the need for a

.
, ; ‘ - ‘ A
Linny and Roberta of the SABLE Stitchers offer inspi

centralized hub of upcoming events,
she created a platform that features
a calendar-style listing of retreat
locations, complete with essential
details for each event.

Roberta and Linnie both adore
attending retreats and relish the

Find upcoming cross-stitch retreat
opportunities at
www.sablestitcher.net/events.

i ' =

ring needlework-

related content on their FlossTube channel.
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chance to share their experiences.
ﬂqey extend an invitation

to stitchers of all skill levels,
encouraging them to explore the
possibilities, discover the joys of
attending a retreat and delight in
the opportunity of making new
stitching friends.

Renowned designer Cathy
Habermann of Hands On Design
echoes the sentiments of the
SABLE Stitchers regarding
stitching retreats. Cathy has
attended or presented at a multitude
of events and has witnessed their
significant evolution over the years,
reflecting changing trends and the
diverse interests of stitchers. While
some remain intimate gatherings
among local stitchers, others have
blossomed into large-scale events
drawing participants from far
and wide.

The rise of social media and online
communities has facilitated greater
awareness and accessibility, making
it easier for stitchers to connect.

As the cross-stitch community
continues to grow and diversify, so
do the opportunities for memorable
experiences and meaningful
connections. Moreover, the content
and activities offered at these retreats
have expanded beyond the basics to
include a wide array of workshops,
guest speakers and specialty vendors.
A relatively new offering for stitchers
is the virtual retreat, which has
gained popularity in recent years.

Cathy can certainly vouch for the
success of this innovative virtual
format, having been a presenter at
The Jingle Ball, an online holiday
cross-stitch event that debuted in
2022. She points out that virtual
retreats can offer connections
comparable to in-person gatherings,
along with the added convenience
of eliminating travel. Moreover,
she emphasizes that whether
participating in person or online,
the cross-stitch community provides
abundant opportunities for inclusive
and fulfilling experiences. It’s truly
worth taking the time to explore,
connect and foster new friendships
within the stitching world!

Stephanie Webb of Lindy
Stitches, coordinator
of The Jingle Ball,
takes a moment
to share insights
about the
eventand

why its virtual
format offers
such a unique
opportunity for
stitchers.

What made you

want to create a
virtual retreat?

Many of us have
experienced how
wonderful getting
together can be at
physical retreats.
However, not everyone
can easily travel to such
gatherings. | wanted
to re-create that same
feeling of connection
but in a virtual format,
making it accessible
for everyone! Making
crafty friends can be
tough, but with The
Jingle Ball, it's a breeze!

What benefits do virtual retreats
have over physical retreats?

There are so many! My favorites are
that you don’t have to leave your
stitching chair to participate, and
you can sleep in your own bed each
night. Also, meeting virtually takes
away the biggest expense: travel. Our
base ticket price is setat only $10 to
maximize affordability. Stitchers can
pop in and out of activities as they
wish and can choose to participate in
those that most interest them.

Lindy Stitches
Satsuma Street

Teresa Kogut
Hands On Design

Frosted
Pumpkin Stitchery

The Blue Flower
Tiny Modernist
Jeannette Douglas
Heartstring Samplery

Pansy Patch Quilts
and Stitchery

Stacy Nash

What happens during The
Jingle Ball weekend?
We throw the best
stitching party ever!
Attendees can enjoy
three fun-filled days
of live designer meet
and greets, a variety
of needlework
classes, and the
chance to mingle at
virtual tables to meet
new stitching friends
from around the globe.
The shopping hall boasts
the latest patterns, while
entertainment options
promise hours of fun.

Hello from Liz Mathews

This year will be your
third year hosting

The Jingle Ball. Has

it changed since the
inaugural year?

The Jingle Ball continues
to grow with each new
year. To keep the content
fresh and provide a
diverse range of styles,
interests and techniques,
we update the designer
lineup each year.
Additionally, in 2023, we
enhanced the event platform, which
made attending the event on your
computer or tablet even easier.

Is there a specific reason for
featuring 12 designers each year?
Absolutely! We assemble “The 12
Designers of Christmas” in the spirit of
the The Twelve Days of Christmas carol.
With such a significant number of
contributors, our weekend is a robust
showcase, offering something for
everyone to enjoy!

The Jingle Ball 2024 is scheduled for Dec. 6-8. Dive into all
the details at www.thejingleball.net. Tickets will be available
for purchase beginning Oct. 18, 2024!
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A Place for Stitchers to Share & Inspire

By submitting your content, you are granting Just CrossStitch permission to publish if selected.

Kerstin M.

from Colorado

is passionate
about Halloween
stitching! Just
look at her
fantastic display
of projects

from the Just
CrossStitch
Halloween

2023 Special
Collector’s Issue.

Scan the QR code to

2 purchase past Halloween
ot publications, as well
as the brand-new
edition for 2024!

Sherri B. greatly appreciates
her local shop for its
outstanding stitching space

{ and the excellent opportunities
it presents to its customers.

Little'Rock, Ark.
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(7{: CURRENT QUESTION

We invited readers to
share how many years they
have been cross stitching.
Responses ranged from

a few months to over six
decades. Here are some of
their stories:

According to her mother, nine-year-old
Karrie C. just learned to stitch this spring. Her
grandmother, who has been stitching for over 40
years, was delighted to pass on her knowledge and
love of stitching.

Cheryl M. embarked on her stitching journey
62 years ago, guided by the skilled hands of her
mother and grandmother.

Pam S. began her cross-stitching adventure in
October 1978. Expecting her first baby, she was
determined to stitch a small birth flower for her
soon-to-arrive daughter. Though the result was a
mess, she was instantly captivated by the craft.

Amid its challenges, the pandemic brought
hundreds of new stitchers into the fold! Maria G.
discovered the joy of cross stitching during
quarantine.

Back in her senior year of high school, 42 years
ago, Tammy H. delved into the world of cross
stitch through a craft class. Excited by the craft,
she taught her mother how to cross stitch. Years
later, Tammy taught her daughter, passing the
cross-stitch tradition through three generations.

Diana S. has been stitching since she was 12,
which is over 40 years! Her parents didn’t want her
“sitting around” all summer, so she and her best
friend took candlewicking and cross-stitch classes
at the Stitching Post in their hometown. She has
been passionate about stitching ever since.

Connect with us on social
media and stay tuned for more
opportunities to share. Your
response could be featured in an
upcoming issue of Just CrossStitch!




ANNIE’

Browsing online at Annie’s Craft Store,
I'was searching for the perfect craft project
to bring a touch of handmade warmth
into my home. There, amid a treasure
trove of DIY delights, I found exactly
what I was looking for: a craft kit inspired
by the timeless beauty of barn quilts.
While initially envisioning a project to
complement my autumn decor, the thought
that this charming star quilt block design
could grace my walls year-round made
this an even greater find. With the added
bonus of alphabet stencils included in the
kit, allowing for personalization with my
own monogram, I knew I had found the
perfect project.

Ordering the craft kit online from
Annie’s Craft Store was a breeze, thanks
to their user-friendly website. Within
minutes, I had selected my desired kit,

along with a few other goodies, and completed the purchase. The anticipation grew as I eagerly awaited the arrival

of my package. When it arrived, I was delighted to find that the materials were of excellent quality, neatly packaged

and ready for use. As I followed the step-by-step
instructions, I was pleased with the process and my
progress. When I finally stepped back to admire the
finished product, I couldn't help but marvel at how
beautifully it turned out.

Annie’s Craft Store offers an exceptional range
of craft kits, providing both beginners and seasoned
crafters with everything they need to create beautiful
and personalized pieces for their living spaces. With
high-quality materials and easy-to-follow instructions,
these kits make for a delightful and fulfilling crafting

experience.

AnniesCraftStore.com to
purchase your kit today!
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Samplers are known for the symbolism of
the motifs stitched on the fabric, but this

design uniquely centers on symbols
found in cemeteries, on headstones




Design by Becky Noland of

Lucy Beam

www.lucybeam.com

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 68H x 100W
Design Size: 44" x 674"

Materials

+ 11" x 13" piece 32-count crypt cloth

Belfast linen by Lapin Loops
+ One skein each The Gentle Art
Sampler Threads

+ One skein each The Gentle Art Simply

Shaker Sampler Threads
» Size 26 tapestry needle

The Gentle Art Sampler Threads

DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*

¢ 0230 (931) blueberry
@® 0250 (799) cornflower
4+ 0310 (902) claret
4 0320 (356) old brick
B 0350 (221) mulberry
® 0370 (3688) poinsettia
r 0390 (347) buckeye scarlet
A 0770 (152) clover
O 0870 (340) sugarplum
O 1010 (415) slate
$ 1020 (318) pebble
A 1050 (535) soot
= 1140 (3865) oatmeal
The Gentle Art Simply Shaker
Sampler Threads
DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*
® 7003 (320) shutter green
© 7032 (169) aged pewter
* 7037 (930) freedom
« 7039 (501) bayberry

*DMC® alternatives are not one-to-one equiva-
lents to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in

the first column.

Instructions

Cross stitch over two threads using

one strand of floss.

Stitched by Rindy Richards

IJninoducig

Becky Noland, the creative force behind Lucy Beam, hails from the great Lone
Star State. Her needlework story began in childhood, learning the art under the
guidance of her beloved grandmother, Lucy Beam, a legacy proudly honored in
her designh company brand. Becky brings a unique perspective to her creations,
drawing inspiration from her background as an interior designer. Becky's
creative spirit also extends to sewing, quilting, knitting and various other crafts.
Explore more Lucy Beam designs at www.lucybeam.com.

I\
1\

Becky Noland

One of my unique passions is the exploration of cemeteries. There’s an
undeniable allure in imagining the tales of those who've long departed this
world, their legacies etched in stone.

Whether it's stumbling upon a secluded cluster of headstones nestled
along an obscure country road or venturing into a renowned cemetery
steeped in historical significance, I'm irresistibly drawn to explore. With each
cemetery | visit, | embark on a journey through time, tracing my steps along
pathways adorned with weathered markers and immersing myself in the
beauty that surrounds me. Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, Va., and the
Bruton Parish Church cemetery in Williamsburg, Va., hold cherished places in
my heart as two of my most favored cemeteries to explore.

Hollywood Cemetery serves as the eternal resting place for two former
presidents of the United States, numerous Civil War soldiers, and countless
others. Its unrivaled collection of statuary and rich history make it a
captivating place to discover. Navigating the hills amid the headstones,
mausoleums and grand gated tombs can prove to be an invigorating
experience.

Nestled in the heart of historic Williamsburg, the cemetery of Bruton
Parish Church, founded in 1674, exudes an aura of timeless tranquility.
Among the winding pathways, one can discover graves dating back
centuries, each telling its own story through its etchings and symbols. Old
English script adorns many of the headstones, a testament to the rich history
of the region and the enduring legacy of those who rest there. The solemn
beauty of the cemetery is enhanced by the picturesque backdrop of the
historic church, its spire reaching toward the heavens.

My fascination with cemetery symbolism sparked the creation of the Rest
in Peace chart you see here. Drawing inspiration from the myriad symbols
adorning the headstones I've encountered on my journeys, as well as from
research on the topic, I've carefully selected nine motifs. With a blend of love
and reverence, I've woven them into a sampler-style design. Each symbol
holds special significance when found in cemeteries, and their meanings can
be found below. | hope you enjoy stitching my “Rest in Peace” design and
that it sparks an appreciation for the beauty found in unexpected places.

|

Anchor: hope Heart: love, devotion

Bird: flight of the soul Rose: love, beauty (the different

Crown: glory stages of a rose’s bloom can

Flower: brevity of life be indicative of the person’s
age at death)

Fruit: eternal abundance i )
rn: mournin
Hand: welcome to the soul =
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Rest in Peace
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TOP RATED g 4 QQ

WAS
HURRY, YOU WON’T FIND THIS ANYWHERE ELSE! $15.99

USE CODE
BHDLA3

I

| BH STUDIO
COVERLET,

Elevate any room with
our two-tone, reversible
quilted bedding. Polyester. b 2 I
Machine wash cold. - *
Imported. 9 colors. - — [ "
A | REVERSIBLE QUILTED
COVERLET
1580-36033-0445

Twin 66”x 86”

was 89:99 NOW 29.99 — J 5 : : -
Full/Queen 88”x 90” — > 2ol Yt
was 109:99 NOW 34.99 ’ 4 ?
King 104”x 90”

was 129:99 NOW 39.99
B | QUILTED SHAM

‘ l
e < &
A-B | EXCLUSIVE b ’
BH STUDIO BEDDING ; (N ¢
. b ‘

4

U
"

WY

m

il

1580-36038-0445 — = = <
~ Standard 20”x 26” —— z
e [T
King 20”x 36” = - Y —
was 19:99 NOW 6.99 ey f‘} ,"Z =
T &5 &
9 COLOR e E T
OPTIONS IN -
3 SIZES
REVERSIBLE
ALLOVER
QUILTING

COLORS FOR A-B

\‘ PLUM/DUSTY \] “ BLUE SMOKE/
%] LAVENDER R DARK GREY

PEACOCK/
TURQUOISE

‘DARK GRAY /
CORAL

OCEAN BLUE/
MARINE BLUE

CHOCOLATE/
LATTE

<

F R E E S H I P USE CODE BHDLA3
SEE DETAILS BELOW*

CALL 1.800.528.5150 OR GO TO BRYLANEHOME.COM & FOLLOW THESE 4 EASY STEPS:

1 GO TO: 2 FIND AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE 3 TYPE IN YOUR ITEM NUMBER 4 HIT SEARCH
BRYLANEHOME.COM CLICK CATALOG TO ORDER FROM CATALOG

o} a YB3 @ -
SEARCH | CATALOG J CARD  ACCOUNT MY BAG

BrylaneHome

Use code BHDLAZ to get the advertised pricing offer and get free shipping on your order. Free shipping applies to standard shipping only, not

ORDER FROM CATALOG

SEARCH

iONIddIHS 33484 SN1d 43440 AJdOLONAOJYLNI 1VIOIdS iLlSVd LOV

including any additional shipping surcharges. Shipping upgrades additional. Discount is priced as marked in checkout. Not applicable to gift cards
or prior purchases. May not be redeemed for cash or combined with other offers. Returns credited at discounted price. Offer only applies to in stock
items, excluding clearance and final sale. Order by phone, 1-800-528-5150. Expires 10/12/2024.
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Feaihered Friends

Feathered Friends 1

As autumn descends, these
delightful birds stylishly
AlA adapt for the impending

winter chill.
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Design by Tatiana Romero of
/ Mi Maleta Lila
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Skill Level: Intermediate
ALY Stitch Count: 50H x 50W each
Design Size: 3%" x 3%" each
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. Materials

« Three 10" x 10" pieces 28-count

o cream Lugana from Zweigart®

el [ | + One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle
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349 45073 coral, dk.

413 45089 pewter gray, dk.

414 45090 steel gray, dk.

415 45091 pearl gray

647 45153 beaver gray,
med.

680 45158 old gold, dk.

729 45173 old gold, med.

731 45175 olive green, dk.

780 45198 topaz, ul.vy.dk.
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Feathered Friends 2
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Enchanted
Aut?lr%nn abin

Step into a colorful and magical world where dragons soar through
the autumn sky, bringing enchantment to every corner of the realm.
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Design by Andrea Betts of DMC® Sullivans® § 943 45282 aquamarine, med.
153 45468 violet, vy. It. ® 972 45302 canary,dp.
Flossy Fox Shop 208 45040 lavender, vy. dk. ® 3705 45359 melon,dk.
www.etsy.com/shop/flossyfoxshop 310 45053 black B 3847 45445 teal green, dk.
321 45062 red * 3853 45451 autumn gold, dk.
Skill Level: Easy 433 45094 brown, med. Il 3854 45452 autumn gold, med.
Stitch Count: 80H x 83W 435 45096 brown, vy. It. A B5200 45002 snow white

Design Size: 5%" x 57%" 437 45098 tan,lt.
604 45139 cranberry, It. Instructions
726 45171 topaz, It.

906 45255 parrot green, med.

907 45256 parrot green, It.

Materials

« 12" x 12" piece 14-count black Aida
from Zweigart®

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

j Andrea Betts, the creative mind behind
Flossy Fox Shop, calls Washington state
home. Her journey into cross stitch was
ignited by her fascination with video-
game pixels. She describes her design
style as cozy, cute and whimsical. Delve
deeper into her enchanting realm by
connecting with her on Instagram at

www.instagram.com/flossyfoxshop.

Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss. &2
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COLONIAL B2
NEEDLE

EST.\1925

?f} FRANK A. /‘
Q(_/ﬁ?{( 14
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w x4.25"h kit contains 14ct white Aida, Presencia floss, John James needle,

black & white pattern, illustrated cross-stitch instructions.

Also available as a set of 4 ((N0102)

tap and N
Table Stand Beech Embroidery
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Split Rail Scrool &\
See more cross-stitch kits on our website. Frame Set StitCh. ster

COLONIAL NEEDLE COMPANY
www.colonialneedleicom

F.A.Edmunds & Co., Inc. Chicago, IL www.faedmunds.com
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Autu mn BI ISS DMC® Sullivans® Backstitch over two threads or

Design by Tracy Richards of & ;;? jggg; b'ZCk work straight stitch using one or
< ; A re .1 .
Wrought Iron Stitching B 434 45095 brown It twlo straélds of floss as indicated in
o % 435 45096 brown, vy.It. color coae. ,
www.etsy.com/shop/wroughtironstitching L 471 45106 avocado green,vy.It. Note: Bag model shown was stitched
skill Level: Easy ® 721 45168 orange spice, med. on a pumpkin color Mad for Plaid
Stitch Count: 35H x 50W w728 45491 topaz Project Bag from It’s Sew Emma,
Design Size: 2'4" x 3%" O 801 45211  coffee brown, dk. stitching over one square using three
* 3812 45409 seagreen,vy.dk.
. ] . strands of floss.
Materials Backstitches/Straight Stitches
+ 9"x 10" piece 32-count vintage — 310 45053 black (2 strands) = safis .
country mocha Belfast linen from — 434 45095 brown, It. (1 strand) lejshmg Instructions . .
Zweigart® — 801 45211 coffee brown, dk. Pillow model was finished using
« One skein each DMC® or Sullivans® (2 strands) Pillow Finishing Instructions. A
USA six-strand embroidery floss coordinating-fabric panel and satin
« Size 26 tapestry needle Instructions ribbon were added to bottom of

Cross stitch over two threads using  stitched piece prior to finishing.
two strands of floss.

Autumn Bliss
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O 742 45183 tangerine, It. # 3033 45325 mocha brown, vy. It.
Artwork Adapted for Cross Stitch 743 45184 yellow, med. (right-slanting
) ] ) 743 45184 yellow, med. 4 cross stitch)
by Les Petites Croix de Lucie 3824 45421 apricot, It. v 3340 45340 apricot, med.
_ _ ) 744 45185 yellow, pl. 3 3341 45341 apricot
i e o[ 744 45185 yellow,pl. % 3782 45394 mocha brown, It.
Intermediate 3033 45325 mocha brown, vy.It. $[3782 45394 mocha brown, It.
106H x 80W X 745 45186 vyellow, It pl. 3813 45410 blue green, It.
75" x 534" * 745 45186 yellow, It. pl. A 3813 45410 blue green, It.
B5200 45002 snow white ¢ 3820 45417 straw, dk.
¥ 801 45211 coffee brown, dk. + 3824 45421 apricot, It.
" "o . « 830 45231 golden olive, dk. ¥ 3825 45422 pumpkin, pl.
« 14"x 12 28- tst P 4 ’
Iine)r(1frorzlgigssedcc\;\llji:gsczrllrzq?c:rm 9 831 45232 golden olive, med. L 3826 45423 golden brown
. One skein each DMC® or Sullivans® % 832 45233 goldenolive d 3827 45424 golden brown, pl.
USA six-strand embroidery floss 4 839 45237 be!ge brown, dk.
« Size 24 tapestry needle a[ 839 45237 belge brown,dk. - Q75 45304 golden brOWn, dk.
840 45238 beige brown, med. — 3371 45351 black brown
N 840 45238 beige brown, med. 3826 45423 golden brown
< 469 45104 avocadogreen @ 841 45239 beige brown, It. 3827 45424  golden brown, pl.
P 469 45104 avocado green a 842 45240 beige brown, vy. It. — B5200 45002 snow white
(right-slanting 5 919 45265 red copper
1 cross stitch) 4 920 45266 copper, med.
= 500 45109 blue green,vy.dk. $ gg; 3252273 zgpp:: It Cross stitch over two threads using
< 501 45110 blue green, dk. v 031 45274 ,}?p bl d two strands of floss. Work ¥ cross
@ 502 45111 blue green antique olue, mea. itch hreads usi
¢ 503 #5112 blusigreen, med: O 932 45275 antique blue, It. stitch over two threads using two
e 503 45112 blue green'med X 936 45278 avocadogreen,vy.dk.  strands of floss. Where two colors are
(right-slanting % 937 45279 avocadogreen,med.  bracketed together, use one strand of
14 cross stitch) 2.; g% igggi azﬂjc:r:’k\)?,c;\lft.n dk each color of floss.
X 543 45122 beige brown, ul.vy. It. & 976 45305 9 Iden b " med Backstitch over two threads
Z 608 45142 orange,bt. go.cen;brown, Mec: Kk straioht stitch usi
| 733 45177 olive green, med. ® 977 45306 golden brown, It. oL L ST etic U SiNE e
733 45177 oli d 4 3032 45324 mochabrown,med. strand of floss.
A O T @ 3033 45325 mochabrown,vy.lIt
976 45305 golden brown, med. " Stitched by Vilma Spreuer
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SECRETS

VIRGINIA SMITH

A Mystery Comes to Life in the Midwest

Just CrossStitch is mostly filled with creative patterns for you to stitch up, but in this
issue, we have a special treat. Annie’s Fiction, Just CrossStitch’s sister company, is
producing a feature-length film of one of its suspense novels. And we have the scoop!

just like you are stitching up beautiful cross-stitch
designs, samplers and ornaments. In these places, life
is idyllic, the pace is relaxed and neighbors wave to each
other. In these towns, daily life goes on as expected. But
much more is brewing in these small

I n charming neighborhoods across the country, people

For 12 days, professional camera and light setups
popped up all around town. Harrison’s old brick buildings
and quaint main streets became the movie sets. Turning
the novel into a film is a joint venture between executive

producers Annie’s and Josh Maas. The production company,
One Choice Productions (OCP), is

towns—lights, camera, even murder!
In Harrison, Ohio, a charming town
in the southern part of the state, the
town’s quiet streets were the backdrop
to a thrilling romantic suspense movie
that filmed there this past spring. The
movie, based on the novel Guilty Secrets
from Annie’s Fiction, finds new attorney
Rylee Kerrigan landingin this small town
to starta new job. When Rylee discovers
a dusty box of old cases, she realizes her
mother’s best friend from high school
might have been wrongly convicted of

Rylee is on a mission
to prove the womanss
innocence, but in
doing so discovers
sinister agendas that

put her life in danger.

based out of Los Angeles. Director
Lindsay Hartley (also a producer along
with Jon Katzman), is an actress who
has directed 20 features. Lindsay was
drawn to the novel because of its mix
of mystery and romance. And it’s that
blend of heartfelt relationships and
spine-tingling suspense that makes Guilty
Secrets so compelling. Lindsay also plays
one of the main characters, Patti. Kyla
Nova plays Rylee, Doug Noble plays
Scott, Brian Scott Childers plays Tucker
and Dee Wallace plays Lynn.

murder 25 years ago. Rylee is now on a

mission to prove her innocence, but in doing so discovers
sinister agendas that could put her life in danger. Luckily,
Scott Stackhouse, the handsome grandson of the law firm’s
owner, helps her unearth the truth and in doing so, the
two find they work well together in more ways than one.
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The feature-length film will be
available to stream in the fall, but Just CrossStitch readers
can get a sneak peck now. At GuiltySecretsMovie.com,
you can learn more about the movie and read the first two
chapters for free. It’s true that small towns hold secrets—and
Harrison, Ohio, is one of them!



What drew you to this story? What captivated me about Guilty Secrets
was its blend of gripping suspense, subtle romance and the quaint charm

of a small-town backdrop. The intricate layers of the cold case storyline
seamlessly blended with the intimate backdrop, weaving a rich and cinematic
tapestry that not only kept me eagerly engaged until the final page but also
ignited a desire to translate that immersive experience into visual reality.

Are most of your projects mysteries/thrillers or another genre? |'ve
directed a total of 20 features, with the bulk of my work (15 films) belonging
to the thrilling mystery genre. The remaining 5 films fall into the Romance
and Christmas genres.

Why did you want to work with Annie’s? What drew me to Annie’s was

a combination of my passion for crafting, sense of community and love for
reading. Annie’s books and patterns provide endless inspiration for new
projects, making Annie's a delightful hub that combines my favorite hobbies
and interests seamlessly.

You are such a creative person. Are there any crafts you enjoy when you
have the time? As a craft enthusiast at heart, I've always been drawn to
creative endeavors. From crafting dried rose trees with my mother
to embellishing projects with glitter and rhinestones, | find joy in
adding a touch of sparkle to everything | do. My passion for
crafting extends beyond personal projects; it's a shared
bond between my daughter and me. Together, we
craft jewelry, decorate and paint wooden objects for
various holidays, creating cherished memories while
honing our artistic skills. This love for craftsmanship
not only enriches my personal life but also informs
my approach to directing, as | strive to infuse
every project with a unique blend of
creativity and attention to detail.

In the movie, new attorney
Rylee Kerrigan finds herself
mixed up in a murder cold
case involving a close
friend. What piece of
advice would you give her
to help solve the mystery?
My advice would be to go to
the police. Haha! But let's be
honest, that would make for
an incredibly boring story!




BOOK

| EXCERPT |

Tuesday, May 14, 1996

ister hadn’t been moving, Linda Turpin would have

sworn the batteries had died. It was 2:37 in the morn-
ing. She indulged in a huge, gaping yawn that she didn’t
bother to cover. What was the point? The convenience
store was empty except for her.

“It’s my own fault.” She spoke aloud, a habit she'd
picked up whenever she worked the midnight shift. “I

If the second hand on the wall clock over the cash reg-

promised myself I wouldn’t pull a double that involves
an overnight, and now here I am.”

Linda had almost refused the last-minute request
to fill in tonight, but the extra money would come in
handy. The payments for her new car were putting
a bigger strain on her finances than she'd expected.
Besides, it was always a good idea to go the extra
mile. If she ever found a better job, she'd need
references.

Her eyelids felt as though they had weights
attached to them. If she didn't do something to keep
herself busy, she was going to fall asleep right here at
the checkout counter. She'd already swept the aisles
and cleaned the glass on the doors of the refrigerated
sections. The afternoon shift had restocked the
shelves, so that didn’t need to be done.

Linda rounded the counter and wandered down
the first aisle. Whoever did the stocking hadn’t been
too particular about neatness. Finally, something to
do. She set about straightening the merchandise,
pulling bags of chips to the front of the metal pegs
and rearranging candy bars in their boxes. The second
aisle seemed okay. But in the last aisle, the one in the
rear of the store, the small selection of grocery items
had been shoved on the bottom shelf with no regard
to order at all. She dropped to her knees and began
lining up the cans in even rows.

A car engine rumbled outside.

Linda was glad there was a customer at last. She
stood and started toward the register. As she glanced
through the storefront window, she froze.

A youngish man with long, unkempt hair hanging
halfway down his back sat behind the wheel. His
wrinkled T-shirt bore the logo of a rock band, and it
had a big hole in one of the sleeves. But what caught
her attention was the object in his hand. A gun,
which he shoved into the waistband of his jeans.

~ PROLOGUE

Linda dropped to her haunches behind the cover of
the shelving unit. The store was about to be robbed,
and she was here alone and defenseless.

Outside a car door slammed shut, then another.
There were two of them.

Her pulse pounding like a drum, Linda frantically
scanned the store. Was there anything within reach
that she could use as a weapon? In the next instant,
she bit back a hysterical laugh. She could lob cans of
chili and beef stew at them.

No, what she needed was a telephone. She'd never
get to the one at the checkout counter in time. But
there was a phone in the office. Linda eyed the rear of
the store. The short hallway leading to the restrooms
was about twenty feet away. At the end of that hallway
was the stockroom, and in there was the office.

The bell over the front door chimed. The robbers
were inside the store.

Linda checked the rounded mirror mounted in
the back corner. From the register, the clerk on duty
could see nearly everywhere in the store. It was
helpful for catching shoplifters, but at the moment,
it provided a terrifying view of the man and woman
whod just entered the building. If they looked up, they
would spot her.

'They looked up.

With her breath caught in her chest, Linda bolted
toward the stockroom.

“Grab her!” the woman shouted.

The man dashed down the aisle after her.

Linda reached the restroom hallway and threw
herself forward. She grasped the doorknob to the
stockroom and twisted.

It didn’t move. The door was locked. And the key
was next to the cash register at the front of the store.

The man grabbed a handful of her hair and jerked
her backward. He put his lips close to her ear. His
breath reeked of liquor. “Where do you think you're
going?” He gave an ugly laugh.

The sound sent a chill down her spine.

He whirled them both around, and Linda saw that
the woman had joined them in the short hallway. She
held a baseball bat in one hand.

“We have a message for you,” she said.

Something hard and cold pressed into Linda’s side.
She knew it was the gun.

She also knew she was about to die.
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Feature-Length Film Comihg Soon!

Be among the first to learn more about the movie and read the
first two chapters of Annie’s Guilty Secrets suspense novel FREE!

Find all this and more at L ANNN

BcuiL7y secre TS

GuiltySecretsMovie.com

Director | INDsay KORMAN-HARTLEY
Camera JOSH MAAS




OVES READING:

A cozy corner at home is the
perfect place to enjoy a good
book, a delicious hot beverage,
and, of course, autumn
stitching. Cheers to all three!

Design by Evdokia Nikolaeva of
Punochka

www.boosty.to/punochka

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 121H x 55W
Design Size: 8%" x 37%"

Materials

« 15" x 10" piece 28-count Sand Lugana
from Picture This Plus

+ One skein each Presencia® or DMC®
six-strand embroidery floss

+ Size 24 tapestry needle

Presencia® DMC®

¥ 0007 310 black

A 1040 728  straw, dk.

# 3151 930  blue gray

5 4906 987  hunter green,
med.

& 7155 680 old gold, dk.

X 7386 422  hazelnut brown,
It.

n 7580 900 red copper

A 7740 301 golden brown,
dk.

= 8080 898  coffee brown

B 8083 838  coffee brown, dk.

* 8390 822  beige, gray, It.

Backstitch
-— 0007 310 black

Instructions

Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss.

Backstitch over two threads using
one strand of floss.

Stitched by Polly Frantsen &2
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Give Thanks

Design by Kate Spiridonova of

Cute Embroidery by Kate

www.kate-stitcher.com

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 56H x 56W
Design Size: 4" x 4"

Materials

« 10" x 10" piece 28-count sand sable
Charles Craft® Carolina linen from
DMC®

+ One skein each Weeks Dye Works™
Hand Over Dyed Floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

Weeks Dye Works™
Hand Over Dyed Floss
DMC® Alternatives Listed in Parentheses*

¢ 1227 (434) brightleaf
€ 1298 (413) gunmetal
= 2239 (920) terracotta

*DMC® alternatives are not one-to-one equiva-
lents to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in
the first column.

Instructions
Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss.

Finishing Materials & Instructions
« Cotton kitchen towel

« Fusible interfacing

« Straight pins

« Sewing needle

« Sewing thread

« Sewing machine (optional)

Press stitched piece from reverse

possible. Trim stitched piece to %"
from stitching on all sides.

Fold stitched piece edges to back %4"
from stitching on all sides and press.
Trim excess fabric from allowance
in corners to remove bulk. Trim
interfacing to a size that is slightly
smaller than stitched piece with
edges folded.

Center interfacing on back of
stitched piece, making sure all folded
edges are covered. Adhere following
manufacturer’s instructions.

With towel unfolded and laying on
a flat surface, place stitched piece in
desired location and pin in place. Using
a %" seam allowance, sew around
perimeter of stitched piece to attach.

® 1092 (712)  grits . . 3
N 1110 (739 parchment Slde) Stfﬂlghtemﬂg as much as Stitched by Leanna Wheeler
¥ 1121 (437) straw £
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Celebrate the spirit of friendship this Thanksgiving when

you stitch and display or gift this oh-so-sweet design.

Design by Jennifer J. Redmond

Skill Level: Intermediate
Stitch Count: 61H x 60W
Design Size: 435" x 4%4"

Materials

+ 11" x 11" piece 14-count ivory Charles
Craft® Aida from DMC®

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

DMC® Sullivans®
4 05 45007 driftwood, It.
2 07 45009 driftwood
+ 09 45011 cocoa, vy. dk.

ON>»RIlIl >~ XcO0F>NR

310
351
414
415
433
435
581
720
721
722
728
740
1
742
761
839
906

45053
45075

45090
45091

45094
45096
45132
45167
45168
45169
45491

45181

45182
45183
45192
45237
45255

black

coral

steel gray, dk.
pearl gray
brown, med.
brown, vy. It.
moss green
orange spice, dk.

orange spice, med.

orange spice, It.
topaz

tangerine
tangerine, med.
tangerine, It.
salmon, It.

beige brown, dk.

parrot green, med.

VI oK ES>XpP3ws <> ¥

918
920
921
972
987
3740
3770
3776
3820
3830
3861
3862

45264
45266
45267
45302
45308
45371

45385
45389
45417
45427
45459
45460

red copper, dk.
copper, med.
copper

canary, dp.
forest green, dk.
antique violet, dk.
tawny, vy. It.
mahogany, It.
straw, dk.

terra cotta
cocoa, It.

mocha beige, dk.

Backstitches/Straight Stitches

310

45053

black

3777 45390 terra cotta, vy. dk.
French Knot

310

45053

black
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Finishing Instructions

Backstitch over one square or
work straight stitch using one

strand of floss.

Instructions

Model was finished using Hoop
Finishing Instructions and displayed

on a hoop prop from Modern

Hoopla.

Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss. Where small

Work French knot using one
strand of floss and wrapping around

needle twice.

symbols appear, work % cross stitch

using two strands of floss.

iving
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3046 45329 yellow beige, med.
3053 45333 greengray

3362 45348 pine green, dk. strand of floss.

3363 45349 pine green, med.

3364 45350 pine green

3712 45362 salmon, med. Model was finished using Pillow

Finishing Instructions.

or work straight stitch using one

« 11" x 13" piece 28-count light sand
Cashel linen from Zweigart®

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

« Size 24 tapestry needle

2 741 45182 tangerine, med. 3045 45328 yellow beige, dk.
Design by Elizabeth Spurlock of ® 742 45183 tangering, It. 3362 45348 pine green, dk.
; . = 743 45184 yellow, med.
Saving Graces Fine Needlearts M 744 45185 yellow, pl.
o 761 45192 I It . s
wwwietsy.com/shop/savinggraces v 814 4516 ngrr::tn . Cross stitch over two threads using
. A 3011 45316 khakigreen, dk. two strands of floss. Where small
Intermediate A 3012 45317 khakigreen, med. symbols appear, work % cross stitch
?Q,H X395,,W L 3013 45318 khakigreen, It. using two strands of floss.
e @ 3045 45328 yellow beige, dk. Backstitch over two threads
1
A
%
a
|
>

167 45482 yellow beige, vy. dk.
i 814 45216 garnet, dk. Stitched by Diane Beeman
® 167 45482 yellow beige, vy. dk. 3011 45316 khaki green, dk.
N ?% jg?gf salmon, vy. dk. 3012 45317 khaki green, med.
tanigerine 3013 45318 khaki green, It.
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This pumpkin chart might be tiny, but when completed

as a scissors fob it will add a great amount of interest to

your stitching basket.

Design by Tracy Richards of
Wrought Iron Stitching

www.etsy.com/shop/wroughtironstitching

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 32H x 32W
Design Size: 2" x 2"

Materials

» Two 8" x 8" pieces 32-count vintage
country mocha Belfast linen from
Zweigart®

+ One skein Weeks Dye Works™ Hand
Over Dyed Floss

« Size 26 tapestry needle

Weeks Dye Works™

Hand Over Dyed Floss
DMC® Alternative Listed in Parentheses*

® 1228 (434) pecan
Backstitch
— 1228 (434) pecan

*DMC® alternative is not a one-to-one equiva-
lent to the floss suggested by the designer. To
achieve results pictured, use the floss listed in
the first column.

Instructions

Note: The second piece of fabric will be
used for the back of scissors fob. Stitch the
full design or the backstitching only on
back, as preferred.

Cross stitch over two threads using
two strands of floss.

Backstitch over two threads using
one strand of floss.

Finishing Materials & Instructions
« Lightweight fusible interfacing

« Fiberfill

+ One skein coordinating floss

Press stitched pieces on reverse
side, straightening as much
as possible. Cut two pieces of
interfacing to fit just inside
the backstitched lines; fuse in

64 Just CrossStitch

place on wrong sides
of stitched pieces
following manufacturer’s
instructions. Trim
stitched pieces %" from
backstitched lines on
all sides.
Finger-press edges
of fabric toward back at
backstitched lines. With
wrong sides facing, place
stitched pieces together
with raw edges folded inward.
Beginning at the top corner
and working down, join front to
back by whipstitching through
the backstitches with one strand
1228/434 floss.

Before reaching the final corner,
insert fiberfill; then continue
whipstitching to close.

Hanger and trim were made using
twisted cording.

Petite Pumpkin
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Turkey Time

Inspired by those delightful coloring pages from childhood days in
elementary school, this turkey appears full of life and is probably
hoping to keep it that way through the Thanksgiving holiday!




Turkey Time

Design by Simone Dezembro
& Mel Mello of DECEMBER
STITCHES

www.decemberstitches.com

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 86H x 85W
Design Size: 6Y5" x 65"

Materials

+ 13"x 13" piece 14-count ivory Charles
Craft® Aida from DMC®

+ One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

+ Size 24 tapestry needle

Fnthoducly

Meet Simone Dezembro and Mel Mello, the
dynamic duo behind DECEMBER STITCHES.

As sisters, they share a lifelong bond further
cultivated through cross stitch, a craft they
learned in their childhood. With backgrounds

in the arts, they seamlessly blend creativity and
precision in their work. Beyond stitching, their
love for all things crafty knows no bounds, span-
ning painting, crochet, macramé and origami.
Discover the magic of their work by visiting their
shop at www.etsy.com/shop/decemberstitches.
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| CROCHET | CRAFTS | NOTIONS

£ gf"k
Restoration Fabric 7
Restorer A0k
Eliminate odors, yellowing N

and most stains while
brightening dingy linens,
textiles, antique quilts and
more.

501009

Annie’s Dancing

Angel Scissors
This fun design will make
cutting a breeze! Made with
stainless steel blades and a
sharp, fine tip.

411601
\ Ny Reversible Holiday Banner Craft Kit
4 THE bBEST Kit includes materials to create this fun, reversible banner that’s easy
J ' to make and perfect to display for both Thanksgiving and Christmas.
House Beautf

KCWC181

¥l Formula Furniture Polish
(nerica’s Premien Funnitune Folish
Since 1974

"‘M '
Natwtaﬂ%" WAX

There is only. one and

Annie’s Cat Tape Measure

| only the does it all*
An adorable kitty tape measure to help Named by
you in any project! Tape measure is “%HOUSQ"Beaﬂﬂflll .
approximately 2" x 2", with up to 60" of tape. i TheBestRRUIB EIgiROsn
figerprints - No Wax Buildup EVER
411591 leaves Granite Acid Resistant

Won't Fingerprint Stainless Steel
Makes Glass Appear Invisible

Bee’s Wax Polish
Made with natural beeswayx, it

keeps wood from drying out.

Used to clean, protect, preserve o CAUTION
and restore furniture. mﬁmﬁ m%ﬁ"oﬁﬁfgﬁ

2 Additional Cautions on Back Panel

6531

e ——
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- Pumpkin Crochet

Pattern

The cutest pumpkin in the patch!

Stitch up this little cutie and

celebrate fall all season long!

RAC3181

— [

280931

Frankenstein Felt

Pincushion

Make a playful pincushion
with a monster face!
Pattern uses felted wool
and embroidery floss to
make a fun and practical
project.

AQO02111

Autumns Finest
18" x 22" Fabric
Fat Quarter Pack
6 Count

From deep maroon with
negative-colored leaves to
soft linen with watercolor
flowers, this collection

of fall fabrics offers a

full spectrum of designs
representing the season.

Annie’s Fall is My Favorite Reusable Tote
If fall is your favorite, then this tote is guaranteed to be your
new go-to! Both foldable and reusable. Size: 13" x 15%>" x 634".

T20047

Oowl Pillow
Quilt Pattern

Create this adorable
owl pillow and add

a touch of autumn
whimsy to any room.

AQ02160

Scan the QR code
to purchase these
products and more from
Annie’s Craft Store.
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Experience the joy of crafting with these pint-size retro robots, complete
with finishing instructions. You'll have a blast creating this fun set!
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Designs by Kathleen Berlew

www.instagram.com/kberlew

Easy
51H x 26W each
3%"x 17" each

Two 10" x 8" pieces 14-count black
Aida from Wichelt Imports Inc.

One skein each DMC® or Sullivans®
USA six-strand embroidery floss

One skein DMC® Light Effects metallic
floss

— E168

silver

Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss.

Backstitch over one square using
two strands of floss.

5" Wooden Cutout Stand from
Woodpeckers™ Crafts

« Two 4" x 2¥2" x ¥4"-thick unfinished
wood rectangles from 24 Hour Crafts

Sand all edges of wood pieces. Use
tack cloth to remove any sawdust prior
to painting.

Paint all wood pieces and allow to
dry completely.

Press stitched pieces from reverse
side, straightening as much as
possible. Trim to one square from
stitching on top and bottom edges and
two squares from stitching on sides.

Apply double-sided tape along

all edges on reverse side of stitched

- Size 24 tapestry needle » Blackpaint pieces. This will help secure threads
. Paintbrush along edges.
« Double-sided tape Adhere each stitched piece to a
M 317 45058 pewter gray + Handsaw painted wood rectangle, aligning
A- 326 45064 rose, vk + Fine-grit sandpaper top edges and centering between
= 747 45188 sky blue, vy.It. . Tack cloth op edg 3
O 3849 45447 teal green, It. » Craft.glue (optional) side edges. The space at the bottom
+ B5200 45002 snow white will allow insertion into wooden
Using handsaw, cut wooden cutout  cutout stands.
B FEE siver stand in half to create two 2%"- Note: Craft glue can be used to secure
long pieces. assembled piece into stand if desired.
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e HALLOWEEN STITCH

Pumpkin Patch Pals

These playful kittens are ready for Halloween. Stitch these pals as one full design or
work each little cutie separately for an array of fun finishing possibilities.

741 45182 tangerine, med.

742 45183 tangerine, It.

743 45184 yellow, med.

« One skein each DMC® or Sullivans® 906 45255 parrot green, med.
USA six-strand embroidery floss 947 45285 burnt orange

Skill Level: Intermediate « Size 24 tapestry needle Backstitches/Straight Stitches

Stitch Count: 41H x 80W 168 45483 pewter, vy. It.

Design by Elizabeth Spurlock of ~ Materials

; . « 9"x 12" piece 14-count white Aida
Saving Graces Fine Needlearts ST e s,

Il * 4+ O X

www.etsy.com/shop/savinggraces

Design Size: 275" x 53" DMC® Sullivans® 310 45053 black
» 168 45483 pewtervy.lt. 900 45251 burnt orange, dk.
(right-slanting —— 906 45255 parrot green, med.

Y cross stitch) French Knot
2 223 45045 shell pink, It. 310 45053 black
H 310 45053 black
o

535 45121 ash gray, vy. It.
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Pumpkin Patch Pals

Instructions -

Cross stitch over one square using = >
two strands of floss. Where small : | < = =

X

symbols appear, work % cross stitch x o XX

5 1 <] 1A Spru X[
using two strands of floss. Work ¥4 S 7% I TNEN

L7 3 X <> X|O|o] Wy

cross stitch over one square using two == RN
strands of floss. o.= ii;HKK

. < n

Backstitch over one square or = SIXIX i;

s g s X XXX
work straight stitch using one il X(EpTS
strand of floss. T T o [ XA

v 1y
Work French knot using one ; é é ; >,,< ;\
: XX O[O WX X7 X[
strand of ﬂoss and wrapping around e AT
needle twice. wju o] u]u]n PR
BXXXXXXE SRR
N S RN RN ENEN
Finishing Instructions N
Model was finished using Flat- SRR
Ornament Finishing Instructions, 2
omitting hanger, then mounted to a N
Woodpile Fun! Rotating Wood Sign P~ et
i X ¥ [x SlZlom NN
#220277‘8 from Hobby Lobby using v NI E o o et SR
double-sided tape. k> 3 E VARSI ¥ R R I T R N N N
*[ x| X[ ¥]_+ BERE P MR
. . - 7 S| < W XXX XXX XS X
Stitched by Cathy Ring SSRGS W XIXIXIXIXIXIX XX [
SIS Mmoo [XIXm[mIX XX [R[&
S|l mml i o] o[ XXX mmPX X[ ] n] [«
o O[O PO O| O] | [ 3 K XX XXX [ i sy
[ =) R SR OON IO
[ ELECOO0 X3RO XIX X [XXIX[X |1 [ [
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(1S S SITIKIX XIXR[R
E-o = EEEMX qu\
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SomES XXX XX XXX N
EEO00 XX [XIBEX XX ] X
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Design by Peggy & Rick Wittlake
of Crafty Framer

www.craftyframer.com

Skill Level: Easy
Stitch Count: 86H x 43W
Design Size: 6Y5" x 35"

Materials

13" x 10" piece 14-count white
opalescent Aida from Zweigart®
One skein each Sullivans® USA or
DMC® six-strand embroidery floss
One skein Sullivans® USA metallic
six-strand embroidery floss

Size 24 tapestry needle
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WORD
(SEARCH)

Can you find the word
“PEACE” within this
design?

=

re e Look closely at this festive tree and you will
find a message of peace in its branches.

Sullivans® DMC®
* 45342 3345 hunter green, dk.
¥ 45390 3777 terra cotta, vy. dk.

Sullivans® Metallic Floss
* 44418 gold

Instructions
Cross stitch over one square using
two strands of floss. =2
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Basics

Working From Charted
Designs

Cross stitch is a form of counted
embroidery that utilizes X-shaped
stitches on a stitching surface. Cross-
stitch patterns are created with a
grid system, using horizontal and
vertical lines that intersect to create
squares. Each square on a chart
corresponds to a space for a cross
stitch on the stitching surface. The
symbol within the square correlates
with the color code, which indicates
the recommended floss color to be
used for the stitch. Backstitches and
straight stitches are indicated on the
chart with colored lines, and French
knots are shown with colored dots. All
symbols and lines on a chart correlate
with color codes.

To aid in counting, the chart is
segmented, with every 10th line
having a heavier appearance. Arrows
at the top and left side of the grid
indicate the center of the pattern.
For most projects, it is best to begin
stitching at the center of the design
and at the center point of the fabric.

Pattern Details

Skill Level: The recommended
level of cross-stitch skills needed to
successfully complete the design.

Stitch Count: The number of stitches,
by height and width, that are in
the design.

Design Size: The dimensions, in
inches, of the fully stitched design,

based on the fabric count used.

Materials

'This list states the materials that are
recommended for the design and what
was used to create the stitched model.
It is recommended that you buy all
the supplies needed for a project at
the start. Floss comes in dye lots that
may vary slightly between batches.

Fabric: The recommended cut

size given typically allows for 3"

of unstitched fabric to remain on

all sides after the design is fully
stitched. The thread count—14-
count, 28-count, etc.—refers to the
number of squares or threads per
inch and indicates how many cross
stitches you can work within 1" when
stitching over one square or thread.
For example, on 14-count fabric, you
can work 14 cross stitches within 1".
Most higher count fabrics are stitched
over two threads, which will decrease
the number of stitches within 1" by
half. Stitching over two threads using
28-count fabric will yield 14 stitches
within 1".

Floss: The brand(s) and number of
skeins of each type of floss required
for the design will be stated. The color
code and stitching instructions will
give further information on how each
floss will be used. Floss should be cut
into comfortable working lengths of
about 18". Most flosses have multi
strands or plies, and the strands will
need to be gently separated. Cross-
stitch designs are typically stitched
with one or two strands, as indicated
in the instructions.
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Needles: A blunt-tip tapestry needle,
size 24,26 or 28, is used for stitching
on most cross-stitch surfaces. The
higher the needle number, the smaller
the needle. A correctly sized needle

is easy to thread with the number of
strands of floss required, but it is not
so large that it will distort the holes in
the fabric. A beading needle may also
be required if beads are incorporated
into the design.

Color Code

'The color code lists the colors of
floss needed to complete the design
and is organized by the manufacturer’s
product number. A symbol is found
to the left of each floss entry and
correlates with symbols on the chart.
The symbols show where the floss is
used in the design. An alternative floss
choice is typically provided should
you choose not to use the brand

indicated by the designer.

Getting Started
Begin by gathering all the supplies

you'll need for your project. In
addition to the cross-stitch pattern
and the materials listed, you'll also
need embroidery scissors and an
embroidery hoop. For those with
vision difficulties, a lighting source
with magnification may be beneficial.
Prepare to stitch by centering the
fabric in the embroidery hoop. It is
best to begin the first stitch at the
center of the fabric and work out
from that point, so find the starting
point on the chart and on the fabric.
'Thread your needle with the color and



number of strands of floss indicated
for that first stitch.

To begin in an unstitched area,
bring the threaded needle from the
back to the front of the fabric. Hold
about %" of the end of the floss
against the back, and then anchor
it securely in place by catching it
under the back loops of your first few
stitches (Fig. 1). To end and begin
new lengths of floss next to existing
stitches, weave the floss ends through
the backs of several stitches.

Fig. 1

The Basic Stitches

Aim for consistent tension on your
stitches. Don't pull so tightly that the
fabric becomes warped. The stitches
should lie flat against the fabric
without pulling against it. Likewise,
don't leave stitches loose, as to allow
the floss to gap.

Avoid making long jumps between
stitches across the back of the fabric
as this may allow floss to show
through on the front. When moving
to a new area that is more than a few
stitches away, you should end your
length of floss and then begin it again
in the new spot.

Basic stitches are shown here.
Illustrations for these and more can
be found in the back of each issue of
Just CrossStitch.

Cross stitch: The cross stitch is formed
in two motions, a right-slanting leg
and a left-slanting leg. Follow the
numbering in Fig. 2, bringing the
needle up at 1, down at 2, up at 3, and
down at 4 to complete the stitch. Work
horizontal rows of stitches wherever
possible by stitching the right-slanting
leg of the first stitch and then moving
on to the right-slanting leg of the next
stitch of the same color. When you've

completed the right-slanting legs of
all adjoining stitches of that color,
reverse direction and work the left-
slanting legs of each until the stitches
are complete. When working with
multi-shaded or multicolored floss, it’s
generally advisable to finish each stitch
entirely before progressing to the next
one. This approach highlights the color

transitions most effectively.

Fig. 2

Half cross stitch: Work only the
bottom layer, or one leg, of a cross

stitch (Fig. 3).

.

W

Fig.3

Backstitch: Work after cross stitches
have been completed. These may be
worked in any direction. Fig. 4 shows
the progression of several stitches;
bring floss up at odd numbers and
down at even numbers.

2 116 /8
[ F-= T [
4 3 8 7 S
Fig. 4

Straight stitch: Unlike a backstitch,
which is worked over a set number of
threads to make a line, a straight
stitch is worked from one point to the
next without connecting to the fabric
in between the two points (Fig. 5).

Fig.5

French knot: Bring the floss up
where indicated on the chart. Wrap
floss twice around needle (Figs. 6-8)
and reinsert needle into the fabric
close to the same location. Note: On
linen or evenweave fabrics, take the
needle back down one thread beyond
beginning of stitch; when stitching

on Aida cloth, pierce the square near

the beginning of the stitch. Hold the
wrapped floss tightly and pull the
needle through, letting go of the floss
just as the knot is formed. Pull gently
and firmly, but do not pull too tightly.
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Flat-Ornament Finishing
Instructions

Materials

« Matboard

« Thin quilt batting (optional)

« Coordinating fabric for backing

« Double-sided tape (optional)

« Hot-glue gun or craft glue
(optional)

« Desired trim and hanger

1. Cut two pieces of matboard
to desired ornament size (%6"-1"
larger than stitched design). If
desired, cut quilt batting to same
size as matboard; adhere batting
to board using double-sided tape.

2. Press stitched piece from
reverse side, straightening as much
as possible.

3. Center stitched piece faceup
on batting side of matboard and
trim around stitched piece so that
fabric is at least 2" beyond edges
of matboard. Keeping fabric taut,
carefully fold excess fabric to the
back and glue to matboard or
lace to secure edges. Repeat with
second piece of matboard and
backing fabric.

4. Attach desired trim
and hanger.

5. With wrong sides together,
blind-stitch or glue backing piece

to ornament front.

Hoop Finishing
Instructions

Materials

« Embroidery hoop

- Felt for backing, cut to size of hoop

« Thread and hand-sewing needle
(optional)

« Clear-drying craft glue

1. Press stitched piece from
reverse side, straightening as much
as possible.

2. Place stitched piece in hoop,
centering design and positioning
hoop screw at center top. Trim
excess fabric to leave 1" border
around edge.

3. Carefully fold excess fabric
to back of hoop; if needed, excess
fabric can be laced together with
thread to hold in place. Glue felt
to back of hoop, trimming as

needed. Allow to dry overnight.

Pillow Finishing
Instructions

Materials

« Coordinating fabric for backing

- Lightweight interfacing (optional)
« Polyester fiberfill

« Coordinating sewing thread

- Sewing machine (optional)

1. Press stitched piece from
reverse side, straightening as
much as possible. If desired, apply
interfacing to wrong side of stitched
piece following manufacturer’s
instructions. Trim to desired size
leaving at least 1%4" from stitching
all around, cutting on grain line
if possible.

2. Cut backing fabric to the same
size as stitched piece. Pin backing
fabric to stitched piece with right
sides together. Sew together using
a 2" seam allowance, leaving a 4"
opening at bottom edge for stuffing.

3. Trim corners to %" and
then turn pillow right side out;
press seams. Stuft pillow with
fiberfill or insert pillow form.
Using a hand-sewing needle and
coordinating thread, blind-stitch 4"
opening closed.

Pillow-Ornament
Finishing Instructions

Materials

« Coordinating backing fabric
« Polyester fiberfill

« Fabric-marking pencil

« Straight pins

- Sewing machine (optional)

1. Press stitched piece from
reverse side, straightening as
much as possible.

2. Measure desired distance
(¥6"-1") from stitched design
on all sides and draw a line this
distance from edge of design all
around, staying on fabric grain
line if possible. Do not cut fabric.
Place stitched piece on backing
fabric with right sides together
and pin layers together along
edge of stitched design. Note: If
desired, trim and/or hangers can be
sandwiched between layers, with
decorative edge to the inside.

3. Sew around ornament along
drawn line, leaving bottom of
ornament open. Trim excess
fabric to %4" seam allowance. Trim
corners to %" seam allowance.
Turn ornament to right side.

4. Stuff ornament as desired
with fiberfill. Turn bottom
fabric edges inside and sew the
opening closed.

5. Attach desired trim

and hanger.




OLDE
COLONIAL
DESIGNS

Specializing in handcrafted boxes & frames.
Designers of cross stitch smalls and reproduction samplers

www.oldecolonialdesigns.com

Most patterns
available as
pdf downloads!

Purses

#

Counted Thread Kits « Needlebook Kits ¢ Peyote Fob Kits ¢

% Fern Tidae \

Collections az\
# %‘ *

4421 Pebble Shore Dr.
Opelika, AL 36804

"Strange Honey"

sales@fermnridgecollections.com Scissor Fob
Check yourlocal
needlework
shop for our
designs!

Or check online at: www.fernridgecollections.com

GaRon Stitchery

Online shop located in Alabama

We carry a large selection of
Cross Stitch patterns, Silk Floss,
Over dyed Cotton Floss, and hand

dyed fabrics in Aida and Linen.

Website: GaRon-Stitchery.com
Email: garon.tottenbags@gmail.com
Phone: 954-629-0042

AUTUMN PUMPKINS
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Ask for this desién &
Other Bosewood Manor
designs at your local fine

needlework shop!
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QAEGEEEE
ROSEWOOD MANOR

m_ 1-317-574-9186

IS‘hhiENNhhlh”&& www.rosewoodxstitch.com

Magnify
your
talentse

Magnifying eyeglasses

Craft@ptics'

e 2009

and brilliant light!
" MoNEY R

BACK
GUARANTEE

Carolyn B,
CraftOptics customer
since 2012

craftoptics.com
888.444.7728

%HOUSE DESIGNS

FOR COUNTED CROSS STITCH

NANCY SPRUANCE DESIGNS

www.nspruance.com e 707.443.7487

B
To reserve your
advertising space,

call Molly Beals at
(260) 849-4509 today!
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Visit these shops
when you travel

St & PLeb Hdtingd

All shops listed
alphabetically by state

T T R R R T R T T R T T R T P T P P YT T P Ty

—~ | 11601 'W. Markham, Ste. D

Arkansas
Xw “Kmm Little Rock, AR 72211
R (501) 221-6990

Y’T;@“\ "D annt1959@sbcglobalnet
L) el Shepherdsneedie.com

lllinois

The Black Cat Stitchery

628 Sheridan Rd « Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 - 224.789.7224
info@blackcatstitchery.com - www.blackeatstitchery.com
Patterns, fibers, fabric, tools and accessories for

Minnesota

' WELCOME STITCHERY

/ 120 S Main Street Blue Earth, MN 56013
I 507-526-2006 - welcomestitchery.com

Come shop our W«e/wice cownted cross stitch slwp!

Oregon

Thoo Sitcher's Garden

1026 Van Ronkle
(501) 513-1851 0y AR 72032

thestitchersgarden.com [Ei

counted cross-stitch and counted canvas needlepoint

AL INSPIRED NEEDLE LTD
N S5UTILITY DRIVE, SUITE 14
’l-‘/(’ll’i’d,. PALM COAST, FL 32137

“Needle Ltd. www.inspiredneedle.com

ACORNS & threads

4475 SW Scholls Ferry Road, Suite 158
Portland, OR 97225
(503)292-4457

www.acornsandthreads.com

Colorado
A Stitching Shop
4444 Morrison Road
Denver, Colorado 80219
(303) 727-8500

www.StitchingShop.com

“Your one-stop shop with great customer service!”

Indiana

HOUSE or STITCHES

1700 Lincolnway Place,
Suite 4, LaPorte, IN 46350
(219) 326-0544
www.houseofstitches.com
Internet, Mail and Phone Orders Welcome

Texas

G /\fwd/m\

311 FM 306, suite 104 - New Braunfels, TX 78130
goldeneedle.com - 737-221-8902

Most framing by Stitch 'N Frame, www.stitchnframes.com.

D T T T P PR Ty

24 Hour Crafts
www.24hourcrafts.com

Anchor
www.anchorcrafts.com/en

Annie’s Craft Store
AnniesCraftStore.com

Beth Gantz Designs
www.bethgantzdesigns.com

Black Cat Stitchery
www.blackcatstitchery.com

Brylane Home
www.brylanehome.com

By Jupiter!
www.charmsbyjupiter.com

Chantelle’s 141 Design
Company

www.chantelles141.com

Classic Colorworks
www.classiccolorworks.com

Colonial Needle Co.
www.colonialneedle.com

Crossed Wing Collection
www.crossedwing.com

DMC Corp./Charles Craft
www.dmc.com/us

Fox and Rabbit Needle In A Haystack Woodpeckers Crafts
www.foxandrabbit.com www.needlestack.com www.woodpeckerscrafts.com
Frank A. Edmonds Co. Nikyscreations Zweigart
www.faedmunds.com www.nikyscreations.com www.zweigart.de

Available in the U.S. th h
The Gentle Art Paisleys & Polka Dots Iovc?a:laang lc?n“nee retailerrc_i,ug
www.thegentleart.com www.paisleysandpolkadots. such as vvvvvv.stoneycreekl.com

Grace Notes Fabrics

com

www.gracenotesfabrics. Picture This Plus
myshopify.com www.picturethisplus.com
Hobby Lobby Presencia America
(Woodpile Fun!) (a Colonial Needle company)
www.hobbylobby.com www.colonialneedle.com
Inspired Needle Rogue Stitching

www.inspiredneedle.com

It's Sew Emma

(Atomic Ranch Fabrics)
www.roguestitching.com

Editor’s Note: L ook
for the materials used in
this issue at your local
needlework shop or
visit each vendor’s or
manufacturer's website
to find out where

www.itssewemma.com Sassy Jacks Stitchery to purchase. When

TV www.sassyjacksstitchery.com  contacting these sources,

wWww.jtv.com Sullivans USA tell them you read about

Lapin L www.sullivansusa.net them in this issue of Just
apin=oops : CrossStitch magazine!

www.lapinloops.com Treenway Silks

Mill Hill Beads www.treenwaysilks.com

www.millhillbeads.com

Weeks Dye Works
www.weeksdyeworks.com

Modern Hoopla

www.modernhoopla.co Wichelt Imports Inc.
. (Mill Hilly

MyLight www.wichelt.com

www.morelamplight.com
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COLORFAST - FADE-RESISTANT - TANGLE-FREE - PREMIUM STRENGTH

é

| CAPTURE
L THE BEATY OF AVTIMN
IN EVERY STITCH!

Download patterns FREE from our website under Inspirations!

Sullivans Floss lets creativity shine through with any stitch you

P create! All 489 solid colors are available in a 8.7 yard skein with N\

| six divisible strands. Sullivans® Premium Quality Embroidery

- Floss features 100% Egyptian Cotton and a unique RelaxTwist™

manufacturing process. The result is a tangle-free, knot-free
stitching experience.

@nofions.com

Sullivans® products are available at fine stitchery,
fabric & quilt stores nationwide.
To purchase online, please visit

www.MyNotions.com.




wichelt
IMPORTS:

Phone: (608) 788-4600  Orders only: (800) 356-9516
Fax: (608) 788-6040 Email: wichelt@wichelt.com

www.wichelt.com



