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Welcome

Welcome. ..

We love cards for being easy little projects to work on
while we're taking a break from bigger projects; they
take only an evening or two to stitch and, best of all,
they cause our family and friends'faces to light up... So
we have a fantastic collection of designs inside for you.

Mums, grans, aunties and best friends especially love to receive a
hand-stitched card, and we're excited about the choice we have for
you: from gorgeous vintage shoes and vibrant tropical flowers to a
set of delicate butterflies — they're all just so pretty! You'll be itching
to stitch the birthday cards in this issue’s collection too, we've got
beautiful hot air balloon designs, adorable mice and cute little
tortoises — there's something for everyone.

From traditional to contemporary, there's every style of card to
stitch and there’s plenty here for beginners too. If you're new to
cross stitch, just look out for the ‘whole stitches only'roundels and
the expert tips throughout the magazine will help you too. And,
of course, there are plenty of fractionals and French knots to keep
more experienced stitchers happy too.

You'll find all the special events that can be marked by a special
stitched card catered for here, from oh-so-sweet motifs to mark the
birth of a new baby, to gorgeous wedding, Easter and Christmas
cards. And there are special wishes too: send a card to someone
who has passed their exams or got a new job or just stitch and send
a handmade note of thanks — you can't get more personal than that.

Plus, we've even remembered to include motifs that are small
enough to be stitched as gift tags — don't forget to include one with
your gift! Happy stitching!
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L4 1
) o §. T4 Fabulously floral
1 3 L - .
k‘.".':,;‘:,'e'.;;‘;;-;m\;m Stitch a set of gorgeous tropical flowers

D0 Love from Ellie

Fnjoy stitching our very cute elephant

D2 Butterfly set

Bold and striking, and so easy to stitch!

New baby

D6 Speaal aellvery

Congratulate new parents on the new arrival

50 Baby gift tags
Pont forget to attach a tiny tag to your gift

Easter

4 Easter greetings
Stylish cards with seasonal best wishes

8 Seasonal gift tags
Flowers and chocolates — tasty motifs for tags!

Birthday

EO Have a mice day!
end sweet greetings with Furry Tales friends

i ﬁandihfj K . . | . ZFloating on air
oo 9 § aise a smile with hot air balloon designs

8 Animal magic
tunning mythical creatures to stitch

54 Zodiac cards

All of the astrological star signs are included!

Stitching 3
guide

We take you through
everything you need to know
about cross stitch on
p130
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Rhona Norrie Debra Page Lesley Teare Lucie Heaton Maria Diaz Susan Bates Jenny Barton

Meet The Team
........ Editor Katriel Costello
4 'To have and to hold Art Editor Scott Purnell
. L Technical Editor Fiona Baker
peC|a| cards for a happy COUp|€'S b|g day Special Projects Coordinator Abi Barker
S Stitched with Tove Cha.rting As.sistant Heather Nugent
Designers Fiona Baker, Jenny Barton, Susan Bates,
titch and send a romantic Valentine's card Maria Diaz, Jane Henderson, Lucie Heaton,

Lee Holland, Durene Jones, Helga Mand|,
Rhona Norrie, Debra Page, Lesley Teare

2 To my sweetheart
bweet bluebirds and pink hearts — swoon!

For him

To dear dad
uper-cool cards for a super dad
2 Design classics
etro vehicles hed love to own!

Special wishes

EB Here comes the sun
elebrate the new season with bright cards

Advertising Call 0117 300 8206

Senior Loyalty & Engagement Manager
Aimee Rhymer

Newstrade Marketing Manager Janine Smith
Director of Content Operations, Procurement
& Sustainability Sarah Powell

Distributed Frontline

Printed In England by William Gibbons
Licensing Director

of International

Licensing and Syndication

Tim Hudson tim.hudson@ourmedia.co.uk

Publishing Director, Craft Liz Taylor

Buy a copy

p3 Bright future Call UK: 03330 162 143*
e iy Non-UK: +44(0)1604 386 267
ish friends well for an exciting adventure!

ourmediashop.com
D6 Get wellsoon

Cute mice to cheer up the poorly patient
T00 Say it with stitches O :‘SC)LE’:M =
i wi

bweet designs to show your thanks this magazine please recycl it

Forkids

104 Jungle animals

Our Media Limited is working to ensure that all of its paper is sourced from
well-managed forests. This magazine can be recycled, for use in newspapers
and packaging. Please remove any gifts, samples or wrapping and dispose of
it at your local collection point.

ish little ones the happiest of birthdays!

11 arden buddies

ourmedia

The copyright in the patterns in this magazine are owned by or licensed

to Our Media Limited and are for readers' personal use only. Please do not
share them online (even for free) or copy them muiltiple times without our
permission. Some small scale selling of finished projects may be permitted for
charity stalls, but please contact us first.

Adorable tortoises make a great stitch

Christmas

|:1 6 Polar pals
ave fun with frolicking winter friends

Toy patterns are not recommended for children under 36 months. All
toys sold in the UK must meet the requirements set out in the Toy (Safety)
Regulations 2011, with proof in the form of a CE Mark. You must take

all necessary steps to comply with this important legislation. For more
information, see gov.uk/ce-marking.

Our Media Limited (company number 05715415) is registered in England
and Wales. The registered office of Our Media Limited is at Eagle House,
Colston Avenue, Bristol, BS1 4ST. All information contained in this magazine
is for information only and is, as far as we are aware, correct at the time of
going to press. Our Media Limited cannot accept any responsibility for

errors or inaccuracies in such information. Readers are advised to contact
manufacturers and retailers directly with regard to the price of products/
services referred to in this magazine. If you submit unsolicited material to

us, you automatically grant Our Media Limited a licence to publish your
submission in whole or in part in all editions of the magazine, including
licensed editions worldwide and in any physical or digital format throughout
the world. Any material you submit is sent at your risk. Although every care is
taken, neither Our Media Limited nor its employees agents or subcontractors
shall be liable for loss or damage.

Ezo Winter warmers
tay warm with these cosy designs

24 Christmas classics
isplay vibrant florals for a festive feel

*UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01
or02) and are included as any inclusive or free minutes allowance (if offered
by your phone tariff). Outside of free calls packages call charges from mobile
phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute.
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Vintage
shoes

Step into the perfect pair of pretty footwear
with these charming vintage-chic shoe cards

0 many women
across the globe
have a love affair

with shoes, and who can

blame them? Finding the
perfect pair is a triumph
in itselfl This pretty set

of vintage-chic shoes by

designer Debra Page is sure

to please all tastes. Great
for all occasions, the lucky
recipient of one of these
delightful cards is sure to
appreciate it as much for

You will need

the work you put in as for
the gorgeous designs.

Or, why not stitch all six
together as a fabulous
sampler for any shoe-aholic
friends you have? Worked
in a variety of stitches, you'll
get to test your skills while
finishing a card in just a few
evenings. You'll also enjoy
working with this pretty
colour palette and with the
blooms and hearts details
surrounding each shoe.

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Stitching

Stitching time:
Approx 8 hours each

Cross stitch, fractionals, \

backstitch, French

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each design

Cards: Square aperture cards in pale cream and pink from local craft shops

6 Ultimate Cards




Stitch
ina
weekend!

Create your perfect shoe
collection in stitches, with
these gorgeous card patterns
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For Her

Vintage shoes key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor | Madeira
a) B5200 1 2401 | white
v} 151 73 404 light pink
() 347 1025 407 red
e 415 398 1802 | light grey
b 422 943 2102 | lighttan
(S 518 1039 1106 | blue
(@ 519 1038 1105 | light blue
v 703 238 1307 | green
= 712 926 2101 | lightcream
-0- 726 295 109 yellow
0 0 20 » 739 366 2014 | cream
’ : ; ® | 3328 | 1024 | 406 | salmon pink
v ie ; H 5 e e o | 3354 36 2610 | pink
eSS Y T 1o T . o | 3828 | 373 2103 | tan
RIleloIoIAw | 19 P NEEOH w | 3848 | 1074 | 1108 | tealgreen
MA'EISIEN) Ok of | e oo Clo]C -
o070 ¥ 5 o sloeh [V, Z 3849 | 1070 1109 | lightteal green
10 v o blo 010}-04 oo '\4 . .
v o v ] CCCED 3 Backstitch in one strand
¥ v <V ||| o _
v " Ll v/ vlvicleelelelslelole] — [ 3799 [ 236 | 1713 [ grey
v & v « 1= v = ® & & o) 3
cloje ﬁ?'“’ VLA510 v 0 =l % French knots in one strand
« v o~ £ 0 O[0| 0|0~ o o viyto o oo v|
V| | | N[V VW00 - [oFO[00R ol0L Y Kot B
e TR DA R ® | 3799 | 236 | 1713 | grey
o EEECEE N A0 S0 BB o a6 SCCE R STITCH COUNT 38 high x 38 wide
L olb O[0[510[0[o]0) O [ -
S o ﬁlv 20400000% v, 60 B8 SEEG DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 7x7cm
v M °‘;g zgw‘?@‘f;’;gégo elele] v (234x234in)
Stetel 1 st S SR A E e o L These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
(v] v A OO0 0O || oC @)
v ORI AN o 9| . (5]
Vi L - o 0| Q)| oo o OO C ®)| v
10 Vi V|V o o| o) ol |ol e v
v ® Y e PV Vv v ® e [« ®| e
v o o] ol Jole]e[e 3 v . . .
R el e v sivoisieliai- il s - tching ideas
| [ol v o9 e o v D0 BN o .
I8 \Svlevle olole oyl o o Plenty of French knots add detail in these designs, so
O- LAk o & &) ®) 01} Lal
=N 5 - olole /v v v see our ‘How to’ video at www.gathered.how if you need
v v : : .
I m al areminder of this technique.
] I L1
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Roses
& lace

With lacy borders and pretty rose-themed
motifs, these beautiful cards have a
feminine feel a special surprise for mum

f, as a young girl, you shiny Satin thread and opal seed
I dreamed of having your bead embellishments. Durene

own dressing table filled has used pink rose motifs to tie
with ornate perfume bottles the four designs together so they
and pretty trinkets, you'll be make a cohesive set as well as

delighted with this set of flowery ~ standing out individually. They're
and feminine greetings. Stitched great for all ages, too. Why not
on grey evenweave in shades of stitch the single rose stem for
white, pink, cream and green, the  alady who loves her garden,
cards have a stunning and refined  or the pretty bonnet for a

look, with added lustre from young bridesmaid?

-~ You will need

Threads: Stranded cotton and DMC Satin thread, as listed in the key

Beads: Mill Hill seed beads as listed in the key

Needle: Size 22 tapestry needle; beading needle

- Fabric: 25-count pewter lugana evenweave measuring 18x16cm
(7x6Y4in) for each design

- Extras: Single-fold deckle-edge oblong cards in white and ribbon
of your choice from local craft shops

10 Ultimate Cards

“These designs would also
make pretty pictures, hung
together on a bedroom wall.
You'll be able to pick up
standard-sized frames at home
stores for very reasonable
prices and then paint them

to match your décor”
Heather Nugent, charting assistant

Stitching

Stitching time:

Approx 10-12 hours
each
Type of stitches:

Cross stitch, fractionals,
backstitch, French




Stitch
ina

weekend!

Pty BENERE, Rt Practice your beadwork with
ey e &3* these four designs, featuring
5 ; delicately beaded borders

; SREES

-
Tip
To make your card
extra special, yse an
elegant jtalic script
for the greeting
inside
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Fabulous

floral

There's something almost tropical about these
colourful flowers. Send them to a favourite friend
and brighten up their day, whatever the occasion

herever you

live in the

world, there
are some days when life
needs a little brightening
up. If it's a rainy day, you've
had some bad news or just
feel down in the dumps, a
note from a friend goes a
long way to making things
better. These vibrant flower
head cards are the perfect

You will need

stitch to send to friends
when they need a little

lift. One of these cards will
look so smart displayed on
their mantelpiece, and the
tropical colours are sure to
make them smile whenever
it catches their eye. And the
best thing is, the wonderful
colours also make them so
uplifting to stitch — soit’s
smiles all round!

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

ly

Stitching
Stitching time:

Approx 10-12 hours
each

Type of stitches:

itch, backsti

! Level:

Beginners

Needle: Size 26 tapestry needle

Fabric: 16-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each design

Cards: Square aperture cards in white from local craft shops

14 Ultimate Cards

It's worth spending
time over your
backstitch, placing
the stitches accurately
soit’s as neat as
possible



Watch as
the backstitch
brings these
designs
to lifel

bloomsfor arich and vibran
titch at'ahy time'of the yea

g

" L
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For Her

ibrant flowers key
¥ Cross stitch in two strands
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Why not save some time and create a different
background for your card by stitching your
favourite flower onto coloured aida? Pale

colours will work best wi
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€. Katriel Costello, editor

Work these eye-catching designs as
a set on an afghan to make a special

(45

throw for your hom
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Glorious garden designs!

Discover 248 designs to stitch for green-fingered loved ones- from
picturesque views, gardening motifs, bugs and butterﬂies, and more!

- P
_________

ourmgila **;
TR _\
- o v

. Bul‘tf-rﬂy gift ideas French-style sampler -

Chstsstitch

_, WHATS INSIDEI
Y 248 Gardens

¥ 132 pages of stunning

Cross stitch inspiration

¥ Small cards and gifts,
plus larger pictures

R Designs suitable for
beginners and beyond

DESI(:NS;BiJ LLLOVE TO STITCH

Botanical cards #* Garden gnome gift ideas % ABC sampler
¢ Stylish seed packets * British garden birds and much more

Order your copy today!

today!  ORDER ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/ultimatecrossstitchgardens
OR CALL 03330 162 138+ and quote ‘Ultimate Cross Stitch Gardens 26 Print’

+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays 9am to 5pm
for orders and enquiries. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. UK price £10.99 + £2.80 P&P, EUR price £10.99 + £3.50 P&P, ROW price £10.99 + £4 P&P. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability.

Order



WELGE!
cardin a
couple of
evenings

IO, R PGS - &
qrr"mm“t_-'ﬁ" i"E'iI'T'?:’ e i

TR LA

wl\\HH .}

Stitching

‘.“||l|"|'|

* =

_I.H,‘.! ”
Stitching time:

Type of stitches:

Cross stitch, fractionals,

backstitch, French
knots -

Level‘ Inter

Ellie the baby elephant is cute as can be,and
she's sure to be loved by all. This sweet design ~ You will need
- Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

is perfect for saying thank you to friends. ... é U
Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida, measuring 15x18cm
............................................. (6X7in)

............................................. Extras: Single-fold, deckle-edge cards in pink and
- backing paper of choice from local craft shops

20 Ultimate Cards



hey say

elephants never

forget but, in
the case of this cutie,
we'll never forget a card
as sweet as this! Pretty
as a picture, Ellie holds
a wicker basket full of
cut flowers in her trunk,
her friend the butterfly
keeping her company as
she goes. Everyone will
appreciate a card this
endearing, especially
mum on Mother’s Day.

close-up

A

French knots are used for the eyes and
antennae on the butterfly. To work
one, bring needle up through the
fabric, hold the thread taut in your left
hand, wrap the needle around it twice,
and push needle back into the fabric,
close to where it came up. Pull needle
and thread through fabric, leaving a
neat French knot sitting on top.

For Her

Elephant key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor | Madeira

164 240 1209 | lightgreen

210 108 802 | lilac

318 399 1801 | grey

414 235 1714 | dark grey

415 398 1802 | lightgrey

433 357 2602 | darktan

435 1046 2010 | tan

605 1094 613 pink

ol g |zZz(m|alA LD <

744 301 112 | yellow

* 762 234 1804 | verylightgrey

0 818 23 608 | verylight pink

A | 963 | 73 502 | light pink

$ 988 243 1402 | green

& | 3799 236 1713 | verydark grey
% Cross stitch in one strand

iS 3325 129 907 | blue

¥ Backstitch in one strand

t 3841 9159 1001 | lightblue

— | 3799 | 236 | 1713 | verydarkgrey
¥ Backstitch in two strands

——| 987 | 244 | 1403 | dark green
¥ French knots in one strand

O | B5200 1 2401 | white

) 3799 236 1713 | verydark grey

S

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -

6

This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton

TITCH COUNT 36 high x 60 wide

.5x11ecm (2V2x4Vin)
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Whole
stitches
only!

Loveyou,
mum!

Show your appreciation of the VIP in
your family with one of our beautiful
butterfly cards. So quick & easy to stitch

ven stitchers with a you'll whizz right through
busy schedule will from start to finish. The
be able to make backstitched wording at the
one of these cards, as they bottom probably requires the
only take a few hours each to most concentration, and it’s
complete. All of the designs recommended that you refer
use just whole cross stitch to the chart regularly when
and backstitch, and with very working this, to avoid having
few colour changes to make, to do any unpicking.
You will need | Stitching

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle stirching time:

Fabric: 14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for
each design

Extras: Single-fold scallop-edge cards in white and backing
paper of your choice from local craft shops

22 Ultimate Cards
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“Butterflies are

the perfect way to
let someone know
how special you are
to them, and in

just whole stitches,
beginners can easily

tackle them too.”
Fiona Baker, technical editor
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% Cross stitch in two strands

For Her

Butterflies key

DMC | Anchor | Madeira
') 304 19 511 dark red
I 307 289 104 | lightyellow
-0 444 291 106 yellow
K 552 99 713 | dark mauve
¢ 553 98 712 mauve
o 554 90 71 light mauve
Q 666 46 210 red
v 701 227 1305 | darkgreen
$ 703 238 1307 | green
\% 704 255 1308 | lightgreen
- N 718 88 707 | dark pink
_ T YYD T2 @, | N 917 89 706 | light magenta
Va TN I ~NT \ e
:‘ Cj \_;' ; ! | _;I - } >, T > I « 995 410 1102 | darkblue
20/ P ] - = C 996 1090 1105 | light blue
» 3607 87 708 pink
_29 : i 10 h 4 10 20 (v) 3705 35 410 light red
“H L P | 3837 | 11 | 804 | violet
i{i 1 B 5350 s i % | 3843 | 433 | 1103 | blue
i [ 1 % Backstitch in one strand
i i — | 57 | 162 | 1107 | darkseablue
10 : i : —— [ 550 | 102 | 714 | verydarkpurple
T i 2iiel &l — | 666 46 210 red
n ¥ ? Ciaine — | 699 923 1303 | verydarkgreen
i T [ 718 | 88 | 707 | darkpink
> e — | 304 202 | orange
n E > &;;; ;i ;I — | 814 22 601 very dark red
el a I j T — 915 1029 705 | magenta
L FANSE DS e 5 3 Tifties | T — 1 995 | 410 | 1102 | darkblue
| e |z 11 T -
10 e R e — | 3837 1m 804 | violet
- SEEEEE MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 41 high x 45 wide
2l O Y DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
,U s X o L 75xBem (3x3%ain) |
2 ~ D \ F_I These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
P

Stitching close-up

Maria has used backstitch for her sentiments. It's
important to get the tension right when working
long backstitches to prevent them from sagging,

so put your fabric in a hoop or frame while you're
stitching to keep your fabric taut and stitches neat.
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For new

baby

Congratulate new parents on their latest
addition to the family with this so-cute
set of sugar-sweet baby cards

elcoming

a little one

into the
world spells double the
joy: the arrival of new life
and even more reason to
stitch! Durene’s designs
are sweetly themed
around the mobiles that
hang over the cot in
baby’s nursery, each is
hung with varying motifs
that will be a delight to

You will need

stitch and send. Choose
from different colourways
too, from blue and
sunshine yellow to mint
green and lemon yellow
—allin soft pastel shades.
Different sentiments
decorate each card,

and we love the simple
stitched border on each.
And with no fractional
stitches, they make a
quick and easy stitch too.

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Stitching
Stitching time:
Approx 5-6 hours each

Type of stitches:
Whole cross stitch,
backstitch

i

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 12x12cm (43%4x434in) for each design

Extras: Square aperture cards in pale pink, pale blue and pale green and ribbon

from local craft shops
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Add a length of
ribbon for a cute
finishing touch

Herald a new arrival wi
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New Baby

10 y 10 20
| T
1 1 Baby cards key
% Cross stitch in two strands
ot tfoiC|C]t[tlo{C[CJt]tlofC[Ct|tlo{C[Cft|tofC[C]t|tfo{C[C[t]t]O
crofelelefcholefelelCholefelelctoleelelClolefelc[Clol efelefCtol e [efe[d DMC | Anchor | Madeira
thoit trojt tlojtlelcitolt tlojtlelCitroftiChC tioltlC -
L N [ B5200 [ 1 2401 | white
B it Lnn b & 162 | 9159 | 1101 | lightblue
F B S EERE SEEED’, S ER A | 415 | 398 | 1802 | grey
R LA o | 445 | 288 103 | lightyellow
K ofotofo: T
SO 4 BT T Sh e ® | 602 | 57 702 | dark pink
K A AR ¢ SLARIK w 604 55 614 pink
KT RAATOISAF OTOTART € K[t t]K] g
Ele ofotobgl e[t (BN Y 800 144 908 | blue
: t IX t CIRjt|t
EE L] L cfe g\ggg;t' Ll C 809 130 909 | darkblue
CE e NG D RIEEL o ¢ | 913 | 204 | 1212 | green
S 5 2 < v | 955 | 206 | 1210 | lightgreen
u A | 963 | 73 502 | light pink
o 973 290 105 | yellow
™ | 3799 236 1713 | darkgrey
3 Backstitch in one strand
H 5 — | 3799 | 236 | 1713 | darkgrey
- Y 3 Backstitch in two strands
— | 604 55 614 | pink
10 y 10 20
| | — | 809 130 909 | darkblue
N o — | 913 | 204 | 1212 | green
H B L T A I XA T A e Ik 23 STITCH COUNT 39 high x 38 wide
BURCUECRCRACRORCRCREC SUBCRURCBORACE UBOE DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 7x7cm
& (234x23%4in)
> o These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
A
we
t K| || AlA 1 t K
tlelt]t, AlA Al AW tlelt]t)
Ry tyt] (W] AL A [WW| Rytlt tyt]
K t A Wi ALA W] A [ t
NRRFDR Al A AR NRRFAR
& WAL ALAT AL I
tle[KINAK[e]t ] BQ}%&t W] tle [KINAK[e[t
KIRIKIN At K]K] t KK W[t t] KIR[KIN At K[| ™
ala ¥ A|ALA|A NNt
K| @ A[AJA[A K| t
NEJ(NES AlA Kftlt]t]
(NS [NES | (NS [NES
NENB 1 NENE
W]
10 y 10 20
s Saaazzzas
u ] CSSL8[3 (% (8[3 (S[8 MR SLUNALSLS (AT (I3 (SCal LSS B
] CRIEICRIE IR IR EICCRI e ICICRT IR E IR efC[CIR[EIC] |
h RelC t tCCREICCR EIC cleddecdredar eld I
N aEmE
10 N I
S . . l T = I
titching dlose-up s |
(KK TN |
So inspiring, these / 2 Y £ rney g :
RIE| K i
cute-as-a-button RIE : t
H . LIGR K | | |
motifs would make a : > Yooy It 1
great base of designs CCet st ) L1 L e 1
for a baby sampler - Y- Ay oA Tl S e el RTRRRIE |
they're just the right  paBTag. NN TR
size too. It could be 2l 3 LUERE e URIEC S
really simple, six . 0 LA H 1 |
similarly-sized motifs et '
arranged as a band } |
sampler, for example. Go on, why not give it a try? It'd ' }
look lovely framed and hanging on the nursery wall. : '_: E"
Py mm




For Baby
Quick
stitch gift
tags

Bouncing baby

If you're sending a baby gift, you'll need a
tiny tag to go with it. Take your pick from
an adorable collection of designs

’
Tip

Avoid marking your

fabric by removing
it from your hoop
after stitching

You will need o
Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key Stitching

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Stitching time:
Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring Approx 2-3 hours each
10x10cm (4x4in) for each design Type of stitches:

Cross stitch, fractionals,
backstitch

Extras: Coloured card, small coloured safety
pin and ribbon of your choice from local

Level: Beginners

craft shops

“Thread your tag with ribbon in a colour

that appears in the stitched design.”
Fiona Baker, technical editor
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For Baby
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For Baby
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. 1] NIEIE 510101015
1 /] 1] Lol clelciS 8010316 aoy 1ags xey
: ! : l—/ 6233*# ¢ ¢-iig_a ¥ Cross stitch in two strands
] { {11 : == DMC | Anchor | Madeira
1 || ~ | blanc 2 2402 | white
g 209 98 803 | lilac
o € 210 108 802 light lilac
I #gg gg‘}‘ [} 603 55 505 pink
- QPR [ | i i
s sz arongl oot ey
sheEaRRttees ftdiness @ |7 | o gty
009&8889568888‘”“’ ] . ‘_{‘ 23 Q 726 295 109 light yellow
: SlolRoIs g eralere 1 | Slom Ik -o- 742 303 114 orange
- QoR[Q9R[o Q09| o0®l0 (3 C 799 145 910 | darkblue
QRRIVIQINQ QP9
010/0[Q[9[0[00[Q[0[9] © 0 3774 778 306 | peach
Q[9[0[0]N[Q 9[9/0[3|
Q[S[R[o (O[O0l | o « | 3799 236 1713 | grey
[ C 3840 130 907 | blue
¥ Backstitch in one strand
« . . . . . — [ 3799 | 236 | 1713 | grey
Back your stitching with gingham fabric | 798 | 236 | 173 Lgrey_
. » MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 20 high x 20 wide
before mountmg ona tag or card. DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
: ) 3.5x3.5cm (1%x1%in)
Heather Ni ugent, chartmg assistant These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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DISCOVER
Cross
Stitching
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The UK’s number one and
most trusted cross stitching magazine!

/' With over 75 easy-to-follow designs from leading designers in Scan here to
every single issue - plus expert tips, practical advice and technical Ene!
features to guide you every step of the way. pay onane.

+/ From thoughtful handmade gifts to beautiful projects for the home, & E E

there's something for stitchers of all abilities to enjoy.

— "

v/ Save 20% when you subscribe and pay just £32.99 every 6 issues .'-l
by Direct Debit!

v/ Plus, you'll get FREE UK delivery direct to your door and a E J

FREE stitching gift with every issue.

EASYWAYSTO ORDER

VISITWWW.OURMEDIASHOP.COM/WCHA26A
ORCALL03330162137' quoting code WCHA26A

tUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are *20% offer is available to new UK subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. The Direct Debit
included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Guarantee is available upon request. Your subscription will start with the next available
Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p issue. The World of Cross Stitching magazine is published 13 times a year. Offer ends

per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm. 31st December 2026.



Fun

seasonal
stitches

Easter

t [
Send these stylish cards featuring Easter-

themed trees to wish friends and
family all the best for the season

his beautiful set of female relatives who enjoy =R : q Gl
designs will be a the finer things, so why not Stitching S
pleasure to bring to stitch and send them to your

life with your needle. Lesley’s mum, auntie or sister? They're | Stitching time:

sophisticated Easter greetings  relatively large compared to ] :pp::(fz;stch::sead‘

feature elegant birds and some card designs and you'll Crcl:ss StitClI'l, fract.ionals,

pretty patterned eggs, all need to allow plenty of time backstitch, French

nestled in the branches of towork the backstitch but,as  (Lasl =

atree. We think they'll be you can see, itll definitely be Level: Intermediate

particularly appreciated by worth it for the finished result.

You will need

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each design

Cards: Square aperture cards in white from local craft shops
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Plain aperture cards
\ - complete these colourful
) r designs perfectly
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Easter
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Stitching close-up

The wording on these cards is worked

in backstitch. Try not to trail the thread
across the back of the fabric, as it’ll show
through to the front. If you want to make life
easier, back your fabric with some iron-on
interfacing first to hide any trailing threads.

..:9:?.:, =
0900
%290,
p o0
ez ]
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two threads on 28-count evenweave.”
Abi Barker, special projects coordinator

or a refined look, stitch these designs over
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“Instead of stitching on white, experiment
with a colour fabric — a pale green shade or
buttery yellow would work well”

Heather Nugent, charting assistant

Easter

‘Easter cards key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor | Madeira
b 676 891 2208 | sand
= 745 300 111 yellow
w 907 255 1308 | brightgreen
-o- 922 1003 2306 | ginger
$ 954 203 1207 | green
C 955 206 1210 | lightgreen
2 959 186 1113 | ltemerald green
N 3607 87 708 dark pink
A | 3608 86 709 | pink
V) 3689 49 607 | lightpink
I 3819 279 1610 | lime green
 Backstitch in one strand
— | 666 46 210 | red
— | 907 255 1308 | brightgreen
— | 958 187 1114 | emerald green
— | 3607 87 708 | dark pink
* French knots in one strand
° 666 46 210 | red
) 907 255 1308 | brightgreen
[ 3837 m 713 mauve

MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 48 high x 47 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
8.5x8.5cm (3%2x3%2in)

These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

Stit

ching know-how

If you make a mistake while stitching,
don't panic! Carefully snip the

thread with some sharp embroidery
scissors, and use the blunt end of
your needle to slowly unpick the
incorrect stitches one at a time.
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Chocolates for Easter, flowers for A
. . . BER
birthdays. .. whatever the gift occasion, e
. . . 1%
one of these seasonal motifs will suit -
RN
Designed by Fiona Baker se 1.¢
________ B Stitching
Stitching time: ,
Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key Approx 2-3 hours each ;
pras: = 1
Needle:Size 24 tapestryneedle e g
"""""""""""""""""" Cross stitch, fractionals, mr 000N
Fabric: 14-count white aida, measuring 10x10cm (4x4in) backstitch, French
foreachdesign i
. . Level: Advanced e
Extras: Gift tags from high street stores, or handmade . .
beginner 5
from card and ribbon of your choice
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Easter

YAy
ok RERPI R 3 Cross stitch in two strands
E’i i Az AAA E E DMC | Anchor | Madeira
O AEEPERER. Y. O ~ [ B5200] 1 2401 | white
@i : Qjﬂi - e | 210 [ 108 | 802 |lilac
£ NN ININNININ ! W | 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
Lo RS NN R R
I e El 321 9046 510 red
; ! mER X | 44 235 1714 | dark grey
z 415 398 1802 | lightgrey
b 434 310 2009 | darktan
N 435 1046 2010 | tan
= o | 43 | 1045 | 2011 | lighttan
bio S u ® | 602 57 702 | pink
. = A | 604 55 614 | light pink
. H O mnan ¢ | 700 | 227 | 1305 | darkgreen
. i) W B v | 703 | 238 | 1307 | green
L 0 ? % | 721 324 308 | copper
i 5 . v o | 726 | 295 | 109 | yellow
AR, N , = [ 727 | 293 | 12 | lightyellow
* 762 234 1804 | verylightgrey
& 800 144 908 | lightblue
R 809 130 909 blue
v 966 206 1209 | lightgreen
. o @ | 3801 | 1098 | 411 | lightred
B O L A % Backstitch in one strand
; o o — | 208 99 804 | darklilac
- NIN — | 370 403 2400 | black
LR RGN | — | 334 | 977 | 1004 | darkblue
PR o 5 \ / — | 505 210 1312 | pinegreen
2] VIV VN VIV IVIVV VY[V Y — | 601 63 703 dark pink
‘ ! I — | 915 | 1029 705 | magenta
% French knots in one strand
e | 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
] T r STITCH COUNT 20 high x 20 wide
1 1 DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
1 M IS M " ! 3.5%3.5¢m (1%2x1%in)
: s 3 ; ) These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
\
. Lt
. S S s
EEREEE” BN ¢ Finishing touches
R R i i Stitch these as party invites to a little one’s birthday
[ tea party. The puppy, kitten and bunny are ideal.
|
’%%lo "%’ | U
VYV e ¥4 NP | A\ - e o
i VIV .. K 1 > o N
e k) &
V| QZQ \ [ : A4 5 M E VVVVY [
e, RECE < T LAY N Ty
ZAVZN 7l AN NN KRN
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WialellS

stitches
only!

Have a
mice day!

Send the sweetest greetings with these cheery
Furry Tales friends, who are all ready and patiently

waiting to brighten up someone’s day

here'sa mouse in the

house - or seven, to

be precise! They're
all smiling from ear to ear,
eager to spread birthday
greetings among your friends
and family. Lucie’s adorable
Furry Tales pals are Monty
Mouse, Lizzy and family and
they're a charming bunch
- they deserve centre stage

- You will need

on this colourful set of cards. =
Whether delivering flowers, Stitching
carrying pressies or serving up
a birthday cake, these cuties Stitching time:
sure know how to celebrate in
style! Each card can easily be
stitched over a few evenings,
making this collection the
perfect go-to for last minute
makes. Beginners should leave

a little more time, of course!

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 10x15cm (4x6in) for each design : ‘

i Extras: Oblong single-fold cards in white and patterned paper of your choice from local / £y
AL O N r
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»
Tip
Feel free to change
the mice’s dungarees
and dress to different
colours if yoy have

leftover threads to
use up

= Wish someone special a very h'a‘g_p% .
birthday with this merry l?and o
mice, all set to celebrate in style
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mice cari

T wanted these
to send to anyone

versatile enough
of any age, so
you'll always
have a card to

Birthdays
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Floating
on air

Raise a smile with these fab hot air
balloon card designs — they are quick
to make and perfect for all occasions

ake aridein the

clouds and enjoy

the view with every
stitch as you make up a batch
of these sublime cards, sure to
raise a smile on yours and the
lucky recipient’s face. Worked
in a palette of gorgeous
pastel shades on 28-count
antique white evenweave,
it gives these cards a
wonderfully vintage and soft

You will need

feel. Containing fractional S
stitches to give shape to these Stitching
pretty balloons and their

patterns, these designs are a Stitching time:
Approx 8 hours each

reat project for beginners
greatprol 2 Type of stitches:

looking to stretch their skills.
Fractionals are easier to work | backstitch

on evenweave, as you don't Level: Intermediate
need to split any aida blocks.
If you're still keen to use aida,
using 14-count will ensure
your makes are the same size.

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 28-count antique white evenweave measuring 15x18cm (6x7in) for

each design

Cards: Oblong aperture cards with a texture in ivory from local craft shops

44 Ultimate Cards

Whole
stitches

) Cross stitch, fractionals,
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Birthdays
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Birthdays

Animal
magic

Transform these captivating folklore

legends into a stunning gift set
for a loved one's special day

ans of fantasy books,

films and TV series will

appreciate this striking
set of designs. Whether it's
dragons or unicorns that
captivate a birthday boy or
girl'simagination, Durene has
a card and tag guaranteed to
delight them on their big day.
The icing on the cake, so to
speak, will be the patterned
star border stitched on aida

You will need

band and wrapped around a
freshly made birthday cake,
which can be reused for the
annual celebration.

With whole stitches and
backstitch, these designs are
perfect for beginners and can
be stitched up in just a few
evenings. So, get started and
work your needle like a magic
wand through this set of
make-believe charts.

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Stitching time:
Approx 3-10 hours each

/ Type of stitches:

Cross stitch, back

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida,15x15cm (6x6in) for most designs. 14-count aida

band with white trim, 2in wide x desired length

Extras: Single-fold card in white, tag, ribbon and backing papers of your

choice from local craft shops
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Great
for
beginners

: L St
A =B .*a-‘,
.l--* "'_*“.-* '.._

Add a modern touch
to these mythical cross
stitched creatures
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Tip
Replace a strand
of yellow thread

with gold metallic
to add sparkle

Birthdays

Fantasy cards key
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% Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
~ | B5200 1 2401 | white
m 310 403 2400 | black
N 415 398 1802 | grey
(v} 606 334 209 | brightorange
-0 725 305 113 yellow
= 727 293 12 | lightyellow
¢ 740 316 204 | orange
Q 742 303 114 | tangerine
* 762 234 1804 | light grey
[ 817 13 210 | red
¢ 906 256 1410 | green
$ 907 255 1308 | lightgreen
2 947 330 205 | burntorange
\% 3819 279 1610 | limegreen
b 3852 306 2514 | lightgold
3 Backstitch in one strand
== | B5200 1 2401 | white
— | 310 403 2400 | black
— | 783 307 2509 | gold
— | 3799 236 1713 | dark grey
MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 48 high x 60 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
9x11cm (3%2x4%in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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Embroidery guide - Ruffle cushion - Quilted tt- z :

The UK’s best-selling sewing magazine, whether you’re new to sewing or refining your skills.
Each issue includes step-by-step guides and expert advice to achieve beautifully finished designs for your home and wardrobe.
Save 20% when you subscribe and pay just £56.99 every 6 issues by Direct Debit.
Plus, receive FREE delivery direct to your door and FREE paper patterns worth £8.99 each every issue.

www.gathered.how/simplysewing

EASY WAYS TO ORDER

Terms and conditions: *20% offer is only available to new UK subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. The Direct Debit Guarantee is available upon request. Your subscription will start with the next
available issue. Simply Sewing magazine is published 13 times a year. Offer ends 31st December 2026.
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astrology
cards

Zodiac

cards

Celebrate friends and family birthdays in
stunning starry style with our collection
of zodiac cards. They're full of fun detail!

ach little scene in these

astrology-themed cards

hints at the delightful
characteristics associated with
each star sign, from a bear for
Capricorn to a ram for Aries
and a cute pair of bears for
Gemini. Each design is filled
with fascinating detail and
you'll be tempted to stitch the
entire collection — whether you
know someone born under a

54 Ultimate

particular sign or not! Best suited
to intermediate stitchers, there’s
half cross stitch, fractionals and
backstitched words to deal

with, as well as ultra-careful
counting, since each card is
packed with different motifs and
design elements. Mount them
in primary coloured cards, as we
have, and watch the recipient’s
face light up on opening a card
stitched just for them.
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Zodiac

20 10 . 10 20
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Cross stitch in two strands I o bl ellooolo R IRl oo ol i T
C C AAAggQQQ((“PPPPPPPPPPP(((‘QQQiggAAA
H N[ALAO CIC|C PIPIPIP | | PIPIPIPICICIC O| ALAIN
DMC Anchor Madelra 20 | /\;\f\f\-f\ QLPPPP - Pi - PIPIPICICIO f\'f\f\;\ =
. alla N[NNI | a a'lalla N
a) B5200 1 2401 white N [N A~ P[P IPIAAIP, Pl [P DEEEEE Bl APIPIPINA
1 |H ARG IP | (2] ! Pl | AVala
) 208 99 804 | darklilac - H
N V| ¥l
€ 209 98 803 | lilac 7 [ THT]
1 21 342 801 light lilac 10 N i 1 5
1 A I ! 1P 1P
n 310 403 2400 | black o t'éf}i' B P H téi
@ | 347 | 1025 | 407 | red S AN N
[ 1 P |
.I, P 1 y -
o 725 305 12 | yellow i L[ £ bl [ | AraeTeemy
7S . :
o | 729 | 890 | 2209 | tan SN L H R =
B FE .
L 742 303 114 orange EaE R e i:l;, S ég
. t|P|P t]t]|t]? t]t] N -
Q 743 302 113 |Ight orange t[JP tltlelt felelp p Q; p i ’QQI
tlejt t]t) o tltlelt -
- 745 300 1M light yellow e el TSR S BHEN
- © =g= ole/—[-
A 4 b 1]
761 1021 404 pink 10 —f IQ%%:Q 9 %Oﬂ—
¢ 813 140 910 | blue ‘.;i%ma‘g’ N 5
— ==\ f—1Q]®[Q[Q[Q Q[0]Q | AR [
C 826 146 906 | darkblue ISR Y P oo gl Nl N !
v | 827 160 1013 | light blue e RN AT
- TN —[ololo ]Sl 1
P 828 975 1101 | verylight blue 20 FRGE=—= e e aEN
[ h " tlcle]c]e
v | 905 | 257 | 1412 | green BAeOE=0 7. E,pi:nipit.ﬁtiﬂtr a3 B AR
| °<;'—T wtle/NelelelplPINelelpiplele = 5_‘4“; t
i AN N ~
\Y 907 255 1308 | lightgreen t?i Some t;zziiizlgf l& ztuj“.zzt .
. Ntlt Q10 ClClC ClC
V) 3712 1023 406 | dark pink | [ ]
b 3829 901 2210 | darktan 20 0 0 20
Backstitch in one strand - el LI LTI :“} IT — -
— [ 310 | 403 | 2400 | black B ARG e
t] A, AlA [}
French knots in one strand 2 R mEE ! o H
O [ B5200 | 1 | 2401 [ white 20 GOk A _ . ]
55 high x 55 wide g BN 007 DO GE6 8 E e E:
t ofoto otorofototofVivIVIVi
14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - AT mEEEE A SEmEann c
10x10cm (4x4in SRNGDEEE & aRs SHT
(4x4in) SEEOCECDELE R :
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton 10 eifetofolelelol-lolclo oloo e 1
ofofofotofototolwalvlofotolofordl (q
NN BHOEE BHERN (e[
1 ARR EE BEEE HEE ]
Z N olototolololotolofw) V] t
orofotojoforof«]« V] (] ] 2\ I}
(JolofolotololotolN]» 24 AR ALV VY]V E
Cfcioforolo /i o ofF - | ]
B8 CE OO RS g 3
‘(:)row-on?»n»(‘)»(:)—é(‘) ]
Stitching time: Approx 6-8 hours each i BERE S SOE Han S S I <
. | O: tojolalototofoloforolo] | | -
Type of stitches: Whole cross stitch, 8 SHEEE B RN SEEEE g I .
fractionals, backstitch, French knots : HEl A/ [ Ras AR mtes | JHE
................................................................ \ANIL/ B0 B0 B B ! . H
|11 i (Y B leey | i -
[\ — — — - - 10 g ] . IIe . 3 &
. (Y T Iee = ‘A.-‘ E
You will need L T AN R N
b o) I Tle ALALAl LATR AT AN A ]
Stranded cotton, as listed in the key folbier a1 SC o ot A m
.............................................................................................................................. ol ol - e : AL A S Ao DeBe Am
. »| ol »| 0| o) I [} I AlALA (V) O)| AN A (O
Size 24 tapestry needle R me i i i CEEEE S BN\ C W o e O R0 D0 mn
..................................................................... uc Lfeiclelorl | Al Il ieliclel o +[olelo o g
14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm B 3B O HEE e e R e e e A i St |
. . b b]~| ! eéé ) ge elel A:A ﬁA AOA
(6X6In) foreaCh deSIgn —-I‘ I‘ItILLt(‘IILf‘I(I Itltltltlrl( ‘I‘I(I‘I(‘I l‘ LILILI‘I( ‘I It tI ILI‘I(‘I | LLILItIt‘I(I( ‘I‘I(
....... ! T e :

Square aperture card in bright green and
bright blue of your choice from local craft shops

Happy Birthaay,
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|| 1 1 ] ] | 1| 1 | | | .
o DD EBE OODD BULH D00 SEEE D000 QUL EEEENK ARRNEO You will need
7 1 =] T E Bl E El . o
A ISE 1S I B3 Stranded cotton, as listed in the key
() 1 I EIE b Bk
1 : ! Size 24 tapestry needle
I - ] ] ] 14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm
i 1 1 i [ I . .
| [ ! : AEHN (6x6in) for each design
RIEIEIEIE) | I 1 1
10 W 1) 0 ] - N e Ve IS I A @la EEEE Square aperture cards in bright blue and
NN NN N NN NN N NN NN~ L) LIk | N NN NN
1 | 1 . .
SRR EIERNGRE IO M AN ENEIE) B A MAN raspberry pink of your choice from local craft shops
mIsT BNV EEEE Al DANG
ofOl A A [ | EIEIEIE] IR oo o o o oW oo} | ]
O] A]A|O] EIEIE] B RIEE EEE AR o]
O| A 10|0|0 O L] o ol "N/ aa
L B (e k) ! m%:ﬁ@gi;;{ﬁ%‘. Al
_#15]0[o 0o STOI0I0I010 EEEEE EEEE
7 o oo el N TR eI i ! ,
Slol0 EREEEEREEE ol | I
Telo Qmowosoamr\os(c\\m & gmlgmo O\ [ 1 FaCtbOX
1o} ofo]ojoln[o]olN[o A N[0 oo oldlelN o | | | |
4 | B DREREEE AR ERNEEREEE 137, 1 EEE N I 3 | 1O/ ¢
10 i [ o| NN |0 Slplojo oNJel# 0|0 ¢ 0
[P ol No]o] ] BN EERREERE EE 0 (N[N
¢+ N[NNI $]¥] o) of $]oN| REERRNRER EIRE B0 4 LN NN
SR AN Y o1& 0|[Q[o] ¢[00 ”-ﬂH“ ANE a0 R NEDUN R RRER
B [ NaR AR E DEEE DL e E AR BRNN BE AR 1 DN EE R AR
4 Nak & ENNE 0N e B ELOR R E DRRNN N ARR R El D BN E RREEN
__ﬂ AR AR ENRE D 9| v S5 sjo RRR RN E RRER
AR RE BE v EE ARR EIE [ EIEl [ aahAR EE O 3| SN N[N [
aa 2R ok N E SN N o%a N ala BN NE M« NI @ AR B
0 N[N Ol 8L NS EIRNE R 401NN BRRE EINRE DVl (N[N i N
20 L SRR A SRR SMATAIE 1) 8 AEN WE MR it AW A @ AR W0
| | N a A N alalla) N} alala N NN AN LN N[N [N NN N N MY alalla N |4
NNAENAR R D AR 2R NaARR RR R B R ARRRN Ak ARRRN A RARER &
[ AR NARRR S RRRA R RRRR RN ARE ERE YA R Ak ARRRN AR & RRE N i
N[N [N N[N N[N N[N N[NNI 54 NN N[NNI N |
0l N[N NN NN N[N (N[N s ¢ NN (N[N [0 |
] §IK] ] N\RR A N[ AR 0.
] NN N E [ RYRNENEN 15 RNENEN i
L L1l L ] I Tl
Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
N B5200 1 2401 white
Smchthe'Ha.ppy' L ] 310 403 2400 | black
Birthday’leﬂermg“('; N 318 399 1801 | grey
two strands tO_ ma ) 350 1 213 | red
vourgfe“;‘g o | 332 9 303 | lightred
ou "
S o | 472 | 253 | 1414 | lightgreen
o 676 891 2208 | sand
TT Q 680 901 2210 | darksand
[
k| ¢ 704 255 1308 | green
B o | 743 302 113 | yellow
% ! ; o | : b t 745 300 m light yellow
& I (o | - A 754 | 1012 305 | peach
N[N N[N N B | | -
e 2 f B 4 761 1021 404 | pink
- * 826 146 906 blue
O/t N h 1 bl
10 "o NN ! e 869 375 2105 dark tan
Telclt SERYE 1 = -e- 972 298 107 | darkyellow
efefefo ] O‘Lt\ I b
» * wls B0 R g v | 987 | 244 | 1403 | darkgreen
tlelt[the || ofoft|t t| vl
] | AEEE P O A B N 3022 | 8581 1812 | dkstonegrey
tlet F| No:(‘) It s -
TN B AP A baLaEaas Bl o | 3072 | 847 | 1805 | lightgrey
ale G r%ﬁ%ﬁlﬁg s R B a0 s | 3712 | 1023 406 | dark pink
H EE TR Sk & A I artpin
EL LA N, ay .
1A (] (K] ) S O[OITFNAOIO oloolololeIe N | bx * 3761 928 1001 | light blue
o moeaik d s L ogr B
5 EmE R w|A[a[a[A[ala[AlaTa|alaTa A BO[O[OTO[OIOTO[Q[O]O SlSotstelal 1 b N 3829 901 2210 tan
] ALA Alalalala alAm] Al A [ AQ[O O[OO[O[Q[O[Q Q[Q|Q[Q] bl . .
10 [ A A[ 2[5 4 "ﬂ" 2 [AfoToTOloI[0Tolo st = Backstitch in one strand
B ] ABOROL DOG BEBOF OB S Gue e S Eo #
. = nnnhot hn RORNEap Sk Reer CEenneReT E — | 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
Ala[alalalaalalala Aéﬁ’owoo Qe HEIE & Bl .
= R Alala[a[ala{amals ololorololole[e[e[o[oo[oofolo I French knots in one strand
i B P R
NN 1) ORI N K] g2 . ol |l | ® | 310 | 403 ‘ 2400 |black
Q) bl |
206 T o0 T VIeT farar a0 #hnlree A 55 high x 55 wide
BE e :} g Jo iS5 ;wo“ S5 oo fiols ; " 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
o o/m | Lol ol ot J| aialsfo ofe ;: - °i ot 3 10x10cm (4X4|n)
0. Q) L 9]
| Ixleielololeelolole elo] 2ol 0‘, 2Lolelelo o[eTeT0/0leTel0 0 Aygg _olelefolo d ﬁ_ These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
e s B PRoRDRR KX | *k o *
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g—ooo TLITTL] ofototol -ooo
Cross stitch in two strands 5 ! e 5
DMC | Anchor | Madeira 20 o "“ 1N N Oéoro}oroho maEN
| B5200 1 2401 | white a Sisteei A ' ! &
k| { - -
o | 210 | 108 | 802 | lilac u vilsiok] | i
- 310 403 2400 | black S 2223251 3
® | 349 | 1008 | 212 | red o HpERies o) , +
» | 612 | 832 | 2108 | straw « -BEERR 3 3 \P 3|
e 640 393 1905 | darkstone grey - e
I NN N |
e 642 903 1813 | stonegrey i !'»3:23 i : | 1]
$ 644 | 830 1814 | light stone grey s o T Ty T 3
e | 738 [ 367 | 2013 [lighttan RS s SR Eas | amdgaa  eay :
o | 739 | 366 | 2014 | verylighttan e ety AT A AN
o | 742 303 114 | tangerine ks JuLuuBELUCconocCaRGoy REZER a
1 | 762 | 234 | 1804 | lightgrey 103%5“.." 5 MAA SR U & ”QQQﬁiéiﬂ-
c | 775 | 1031 | 1001 | lightblue 178 e 3 kg
a 801 359 2007 | brown I ErhgaanEE e au
* | 813 | 140 | 910 | darkblue =l S esiol :
b 1 4 77| Z| O
© 822 390 1908 pearl 20 ’: : v WY btffigilﬁfjano ﬂ—
z 828 975 1101 | baby blue ARRR S8 Y Sy A AR A G B G 5
| Ixible ololbiblb ARCCoRRCE Y v|
= | 900 | 326 | 208 | burntorange AR SRR Y BB aEe BoaoaD
v 905 257 1412 green __W»o o:o obotols Ivo»o »o.o»o Lo s olotolo
\% 907 255 1308 | lightgreen
N 970 925 205 orange <« . .
B o | 30 | 15 [ yelow What better way to send birthday wishes
% | 3325 | 129 | 907 | blue to friends or family than with these
Backstitch in one strand . . .
— 310 | 403 | 2400 [ black twin bears who like nothing more than
— | 349 1098 212 red . 2>
snuggling up together:
French knots in one strand gg g p g
O [B5200 | 1 | 2401 | white Helga Mandl, designer
(] 349 1098 212 red 20 0 i 0 20
55 high x 55 wide 1 ’ -
14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - | :
10x10cm (4x4in) BBy OO Zm%8 1
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton :
20 T i - -
- LA . —d Te - - - . - f - - & T.g & — e B —
e egeeee geieee ge {
YOllW]]lneed IS eeggeeeee hlcieleiA oo clolclie
x$ S OIN € elelelejelel eleele [elelelelefe el $ 31%
Stranded cotton, as listed in the key i RARE ok WY Gl S ERASE o
........................................................................................................................................ oA : s o: BN B
______________________ 2ize 2 tapestry needle, s T it el
14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm Elere Ry Brt il o A !

. . elelelele: Sfs[sSlS SISISISIOf Js[SISISIS]s [, Slegor i uE
(6x6in) for each design GGG 8 GUBGEEIB0EE - G - CE SRsan o i
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII Ll egg cnttcn{t E‘t ti Lttcgttc gg Véi‘— 7 H

Square aperture in bright yellow and pale #I}@zlg 4 E <N E,‘ ol -e S ;;t 2 t: 3 d %“gi
blue of your choice from local craft shops LS Seresfnte e e <1
eleje eea elelejels 3 239 $e=e ‘.
Lffe %56 efe of [T TTYe : _‘_§%g}$e.g el ol
10 g clgle ggl = HE : jﬁ 2I g# elele gg __'%l'
A= B L LR
Factbox :’.j.w?‘ Seen [s N 10 $ ool A TINON 1a
HERE s X “?%“ G 3%, RN BE SEF HBHHGL . & o mE |
o 5%s] ] [ [elelele clele $ HHEH cle[elb|s]s[s[elelelZinreINyd Cl A
| Jel . tel | Jelelelels[$|s|s[§ele e[5[$[3]9) €l €] EEE @I = C
20 H& Staef | | JEL HEIE) |9l€ ).
0] eleleferelel BEEEEEERE L EBERE BFEHB lelgrele el o BRI
1ol | JeleleloreT #T™ G EEEEE CREEE & cprelelele ]
[o[v]V. <1 J] |eleletelel . 8 el e AHERSEEY 38 ATl ]
[0[V] vy BrAEEEBE B ] NHHHHEE )
[ [olY] VN IERENBBEE CAEH BRELY V] [Viviol |
vl:lvv—zzro Dnnn S )eolt ohl»ooool ohl»o»o—ol»oie ® IZZF.I».{». ole Q—Y 2 |
-ol I I =i LIl '1 I e +' L1 Ll m‘f‘
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20 10 10 20
You will need e
. . Q|
ded cotton, as listed in the k 5 el e . 5
8 L‘tﬁciimit 1 7 I % -
Size 24 tapestry needle . 7 LAy : R .
] tlt | |
. . . WY feleilele L ! V] v
14-count white aida, measuring 15x15cm AOBEL @ -
. . | JPREar,: . - ] | V]
(6x6in) for each design C AN ELE £ !
......... t] 3 EIEIEIEIEIEIEIE) JE B
El EIEIEIEIEIEIEIEIEIE] EIE] EIE AT,
Square aperture cards in bright green and ol s AEEBEE e BEEBEE fie L '
. . SEIEIC £ ot B EIEE e BiE B SEEEIERE .
raspberry pink of your choice from local craft shops s S oEF EEE B e EEE N
oKL HG7 ay, EEEEEEE O G EEEEE T
S SEEE: BEE onoene  BRER e 9
B O DREB e e O RWE e .
’_ s Lala KK lv/‘\f\/\(\l EIEIE]
(€ EIE] N re]ee] efee e [N EIEIEIE] | I
(] oo el A[AIA e e L[ A AA] ] o EIEIE] 1 1
C A A A A OO 0 0 A ST A0 2l 2| 0 i
() EIEIEIEIE] EIE) A2 a2 ]
( E] EJ EIE] EIEIEIEIEIE] |
EIEIE B EIEIEIE] EJEJEJE) | =)
B EBE =E E Il EIf% Bl | o)
EIEIE El ) El SEIEIE) 1 o
EIE B EE ] l
Type of stitches: Whole cross stitch, half . LEBEEE BEEEE ] DEEEREE ”
cross stitch, fractionals, backstitch 4 %_ ,;:;Q“ﬁ;:,ﬁjj:}:,ﬂ,ﬂﬂ;i o
Ql LEE B EBEEE EEIEE. B E EIEEE EEIEEEE K
| | EIE = EIEIE EEIEE C E = Er EBEBEE B EEEEBEE ¢
EIEEIE ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ S E EEIEIEIE LIEIEIEIEE EIEIE ‘
LIEIEIEIEEIEIEIE EIEIE) ﬂjﬂ/ﬂﬂﬁ Hﬂiil/ﬂ!
CEEEEEEEEE B G CHER EE EEZAEREEEEE
20 W EE EEE DPEEEEEF £ SENRaRnEE DE PEEEEET LD E
EIEIE EIEIEE] EIEIE] ool NN[N[o}o] EIEEEE EREEEEEEE
SS|5!SISSA EE EE HiisihRea EEEEE LE EEEEIEEIEEIE
ECE EIEEEEIEE BEE S AERRNS v EEEEE HEE EEEBEEBEEE
EIE] EIEIEIEIEIE LIEIE RRR® EIEIE ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ
ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ V] k) EIEE EIE
- | { [ i
r y
Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
N B5200 1 2401 white
W | 310 | 403 | 2400 | black Save cash by buying
e | 340 | 118 902 | purple youraperturecards
® | 433 | 357 | 2602 | darkbrown andmatc_h“‘:)g|k
- inbu
b | 435 | 1046 | 2010 | lightbrown envelopes
A 648 900 1814 | grey
v 704 255 1308 | green
El 729 890 2209 | darksand 20 10 10 20 _
Q 742 303 114 | tangerine 1 VYTV MYV VMYV MM
w | 754 | 1012 | 305 | peach ) HEE Lo == —H
VIV — , = —= 1M
¢ | 775 | 1031 | 1001 | lightblue . v - ! E L] SEE
] mE= =uN =
o | 801 | 359 | 2007 | brown 20 i o e e e > 200 EEE
C 813 140 910 | blue LA s 4 bl | Y
I « == vl
a3 869 375 2105 | darktan I | s z SSuEv
e | 920 | 1004 | 312 | copper o 1R : : =
« 948 892 306 | light peach uc SEES oG SEEmEc , SEuE.
* | 970 925 205 | orange i Y U % S s e H S=mm
V| i el 3 o= == 1 A0 I=mm = ]
-0 3078 292 102 yellow = =l Syl SCEERN ax [ T L
® [ 3705 | 35 410 | scarlet v ScaminmdncduancS : T T Lo
I 3747 120 901 | verylight blue .:% = ' ol L 1= e - g
n —|— | —— —ejale] = —|=
A | 3829 | 901 | 2210 | tan v - SN SSMEEECCC SSEamRER=cEE!
Half cross stitch in two strands o EEEE e [ ] ] Stel Aele [ 1elelele == i ==
— 3078 [ 292 | 102 [ yellow LEEEEEEE SRR vl oty RS 10O R R R
10 —= ~ S (e S S Lo Eoa
Backstitch in one strand R EER FEene N SEEEE SR e e R
— 1 310 | 403 | 2400 | black EER. R RS ERRR R NI 4RECRRRA RRS SRR
— | 704 255 1308 | green :é§§g: S figﬁ R HEEHHRREH =+ §
55 high x 55 wide 2 I e o R ] | bl [ gEES | T
% 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - { o= =1 R e EEEENEEE==EE.
10x10cm (4x4in) =E B [1y1y e B & == R
== | == - —[— —= vl
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton = ! =5 =4 1 ESEE ==
:l E| Il i\ i\ Ill llk \/l i\ i\ \/Il I\ ?QQ
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You will need T oe H |
Stranded cotton, as listed in the key 3 1 J AAAANA 5
O EmamE .
Size 24 tapestry needle e : o
v N a3 =
14-count white aida, measuring B4 A~ i v
15x15cm (6x6in) for each design . = A~ | erdete t\ﬁ'
djo Wzr\ A 'zr\
Square aperture cards in bright yellow bR \ L = qeoy |
. . | | W k) M CCC Y
and raspberry pink of your choice from local - 22 ; - > =
V] | / ole W 5 4 bt -
craft shops o ‘ bl o
V] N
| AlAl 1A —
g VY] )_ v l i; N 3 gglv >
VIVIVIVIVIV] ;\ Lf\mﬁ'AA'rA P vv g
% | E'; 51': AlA NN t] E. l %Egt‘t I_E :Nzl : g A : %
EEIIRIRK NE E NEEl BRRR o q LLL.t,t: : X : .: Y
Type of stitches: Whole cross st % nmuN o \EUE BB H _I\ ] EINEILY: v
. . [V EINENELBINE ‘Zﬂ, 1 | El EPSS Bl W
fractionals, backstitch 10 R T L .
EIIRE n BE B
Level: Advanced beginner ] e
e - 5
| tltleit]e] \E T o v
CHEEGG A o
20 g Et t -0 i a :; g
Vi € C (| 1001040 51 51’ Y
I e I A
f e s
_Hﬁlqw&«t ! V. | \ﬁlyqﬁ&'w g |
- — i
Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
~ | B5200 1 2401 | white
m | 310 403 2400 | black If you'd like to add YO‘:"
u
() 347 1025 407 red own words, plotyo "
® | 433 | 357 | 2602 | tan own |et:e;s;<f>i?53fap
b | 640 | 393 | 1905 | darkstone pap
K 642 903 1906 | stone
s 644 830 1814 | light stone
» | 676 | 891 | 2208 | sand 20 10 : | E—
-0 726 295 109 | yellow o i 4994
N | 729 | 890 | 2209 | darksand ) \ . e
o | 742 303 114 | orange H FHHTSE
o | 744 | 301 | M2 |lightyellow G cEmm o A
A 754 1012 305 | darkpeach . S Tl ~ e BEEE T s
C | 813 | 140 | 910 | bl vy i EOE ma B EEEE i s, i) :
ue v VA v Y] ol |0l A ININININ r’Nl N I g
& 828 975 1101 | light blue oy v oM m NS (VR MR INS N Y I
v | 906 | 256 | 1410 | green 1° gy ESCooUDCICRR s e eeT
ool SININ| 2| »| | »] v] o — 1]
v | 907 | 255 | 1308 | lightgreen : ; NG BcESSTiicE At e
A 920 1004 312 | copper 9 IR By /BN, Ghi. 2lojole :1 SN
« | 948 | 892 | 306 | peach NN N G0 mEEECCCREEA | 7 Came
a | 956 | 40 506 | dark pink oo e KE e
— 71 PR BR \ 2 S FE> S faaRus
w 957 50 504 pin WREEED DR A ] N 5 Falsido
o | 976 | 1001 | 2010 | ginger =l - B 2 o
s | 3328 | 1024 406 | lightred . olo) ERBERGE Cen G TEEE 2
10T VB2 &l a B a &l ol
— 3823 386 2512 paIe yeIIow ST RS I"’ - & Bl RN EREEE R 0
O- | o ' ) A O
Backstitch in one strand o [ 11 Nelolol-lojolgl-Dhl ] | B [yt el % ke g
— | 310 | 403 | 2400 [ black mmmmmmE T o - Xl : .
55 high x 55 wide I S R oo MM e i . B Ml L A A T e e
14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - B pEREE & ) RS SSSs DO DR ST R RSO 8P4 5 4
10x10cm (4x4in) ot MEMEBEEN T I S “ y
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton iz a_a 2 EmEmEm : :IZ :|: ::0 O}O;O SEEEEEEEEE A WEEE i =
mEREE | 1 1 I 1 IHREEE
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20 10 10 20
< j . . ] j Of0]
[ u p
C q 1 1] & Cross stitch in two strands
ol mu . e DMC | Anchor | Madeira
cam 771 v sy ~ | B5200 | 1 2401 | white
oA g SR LB Sy oo
n Itlta_p bib[blb vivvivyiVivy b v vvﬁvvaVl . 310 403 2400 black
Ha o A Tl 8 5 H L] 321 9046 510 | darkred
| b b|b|blb ME N[ fefbfefb NN
R moRman 8 L’@“@“@'@'@El H o | 433 [ 357 | 2602 | darktan
E _p% EmEa f B SIsISisipactICIEVvvis RISV T 1er fel fol | 1 b 435 1046 | 2010 | tan
)| |« Mol clz][d violv]v| v vivivivl [9
5 o { L oA S N F TV c | 647 | 1040 [ 1813 [ darkgrey
- - N VNS T T A e o | 648 | 900 | 1814 | grey
2 315 21 ' I Igvém 5[5 = SENEIE ] : I
P o i mmm Y — Lo N < o 725 305 113 | yellow
HE @ RN N MREEE S IEE aeeaa: i . | M 304 202 | orange
E vlv 1z z|z|z|z|z|z|Z
TR BB i AN M e L R w 754 1012 305 | darkpeach
T TSISIS[S]_ Y] 5 C 813 140 910 | blue
o vvI$I$[Slviv zzzzzzzizzzzzzzzlzz o) =
0HEHSE IR e e e L M P 828 975 1101 | light blue
ST O R TR v | 906 | 256 | 1410 | green
S L] Z|z[z]Z A Z|z]zZINZ ? v[v]3]$]8]v]v
s 2 SER e e \Y 907 255 1308 | lightgreen
FHOR01010] Z|Z Z|
| | SR A s & C|Z] C ¢
El ok ﬂ“;%‘,;“ o AR ,, 948 892 306 p.each
20 : D < kK P Ml - 976 | 1001 | 2303 | ginger
T ; i 5 i
énggv e 0. ) S AN T s z | 3072 | 847 1805 | lightgrey
g\‘r\‘/vv‘ . Lt(vv:vtll B SNCIN [sfs sis R $$$$$$$$»g A 3801 1098 411 red
- I LLLl 2 3826 | 1048 2306 | darkginger
" 0 0 " a | 3827 | 31 2012 | light ginger
A
ye— ! I ' . Half cross stitch in two strands
=== I - L .
z AT t 828 975 1101 light blue
EEmGtn Y Rt ) G $ | 906 | 256 | 1410 | green
tleft]t] tlt] Jelelt ECCEEC D otOl PLC CEICE g
oo [ clel Lo N T el el || Nlat sl siel lef Il ol Yalahele v 907 255 1308 | lightgreen
B ][ [e] Jorointorototo: N~ tlt] ]t DEEEEE (KIP&___ BEELD
B i e Ea R EEPEEELnenatGe 2 hg Backstitchin one strand
N R <} mEE-EEBEECCCOEEa00E — | 310 [ 403 | 2400 | black
EIEIEIEIEICC 00 por e
v, iﬁiﬂg 7R le et oo a3t AT 55 high x 55 wide
L El E
0 / \E E B 7 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
= S @ \ A 10x10cm (4x4in)
ANz T30 Al b R These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
Z| N[NNIV Z] Nk, CDEEE N
tt:t, Z/NWZ\Z‘Z!“Z_ I B oo e mom:
~ Ennt V|V Z [ ﬁm
= <
tit Z. EIE] .
i A NS You will need
£ -OF0- 2
e of [T T TEICE [N Stranded cotton, as listed in the key
plelp SNNNOON <o C L L NN § etk et et St R
PE‘ AT e e e Size 24 tapestry needle
=L DHEER o8 wbn ) HEEEE R R bt s Adichsher SR
Z|N)| ] (] . . .
ceiel , 2 14-count white aida, measuring
46 El . .
el AEH FHRGE 15x15cm (6x6in) foreachdesign
ARECG o
ke [T LS Square aperture cards in bright red and
el g o Cmm 5% L HgEN . .
. 0 tle OB 1 D00 bright blue of your choice from local craft shops
.°",}Lttt. :\\%j nn,tcnﬁ.'ﬂ ...............................................................................................................................
d {3 tjtitjt t M tjeft
.‘_.i_' L [t [t ol . titjejefeitftit
Illl:. Ilcon-oc.n :

ching close-up Factbox
Helga has used half cross stitches to add
perspective to the grass on the Capricorn

picture and the clouds on the Sagittarius
design. To make a half cross stitch, simply
work the first half of a cross stitch.
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To have

and to hold

The cards in this collection are beautiful yet speedy
to stitch — each with a special greeting that will be
warmly received on any happy couple’s big day

eddings are

great fun, but

sometimes
the preparation can be hard
work... even for the guests!
You have to work out your
travel arrangements, find
somewhere to stay, sort out
the gift, as well as search high
and low for the perfect outfit.
And when all that's done, you
might find yourself a bit short

You will need

Threads: Stranded cotton and metallic thread, as listed in the key

on time! Rhona has come to
the rescue with this collection
of six wedding cards, which
are all deceptively quick to
stitch. They're worked in
whole stitches and backstitch,
so you can complete one in
just three or four hours. For a
little extra pizzazz, perfect fora
special wedding day, some of
these cards also use light and
dark gold metallic thread.

Stitching
Stitching time:

Type of stitches:
Cross stitch, backstitch

Level: Advanced
beginner

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count aida in pink, blush and light blue, measuring 15x15cm

(6x6in) for each design

Cards: Single-fold scallop-edge cards in white of your choice from local

craft shops
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“You can adapt the thread
colours used for these cards
and swap them to match the
colour theme of the wedding.”

Rhona Norrie, designer

/

All these cards are quick to
recreate using whole cross
stitch and backstitch
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Tip
If you have time to

SPare, add a border

of sparkly seeqd
beads around the
edge of your aida

How to mount your cards

this to the back of
the stitching using

Trim your aida to
within three squares
of the stitching, then double-sided tape.

fray one row of aida Place more strips of

all the way around the double-sided tape
on the back of the white

paper and position this

edge. You can either
pull the fabric threads
out by hand, or using a over the card blank,

pair of tweezers. keeping it central.

Cut a piece of white
2 paper slightly
smaller than your

piece of aida, and stick

Once you are happy
with the position
of the design, carefully
stick it in place.
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Metallic threads are more ‘springy’ than standard 7 7 N h
threads, so are more likely to slip and break free. For 10 ool SOHGE B A AR st HE
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Love

guide % Cross stitch in two strands
These wedding DMC | Anchor | Madeira
cards are worked on N | B5200 1 2401 | white
14-count aida in pink, » 162 9159 1101 ||ght blue
blush and light blue, )] 208 99 804 | darklilac
using 19 different $ 209 98 803 | lilac
shades of stranded I 210 108 802 | lightlilac
cotton and two of x | 368 214 1310 | lightgreen
met'alllc thread.The aQ 415 398 1802 grey
designs o whole w | 436 | 1045 | 2011 | tan
CIOSSSHECNES I two ¢ | 437 | 362 | 2012 | lighttan
strands of thread,
P F 3 726 295 109 | yellow
plus backstitch in one e
strand of dark grey. ¢ | 727 | 293 12| lightyellow
z 760 1022 405 | pink
+ 761 1021 404 | light pink
10 10 A 819 27 501 baby pink
H - v | 912 | 209 1213 | green
el g « | 948 | 892 306 | peach
L1666 & L8 £ [
luckldcc SV [ ¢ | 3839 | 175 902 | darkblue
[AN0aE [ [ LY [ . (3" 3(3 |-
NCcclaec e K | 3840 130 907 | blue
10 ')t Celefils A I 3 Cross stitch in two strands DMC Light Effects
e z“{_: Nele Sl o | E3821 light gold
Rz e Tfcccc ] Gz N % | E3852 dark gold
FIEAE A 8 2 SCYIRCS (319 84 4 19 (8 P KW AT % Backstitch in one strand
Ear) CIE e [SLY (% Y (98 (8 +|+ /217 7|7
N CCCCICCICIC NG Azl o — | 413 | 236 | 1713 | darkgrey
AR kit ceosal it 1 3B
B R R S S B | MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 38 high x 38 wide
A DY A0 e A e DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 7x7cm
e clocleend | Yt cloep (2%x2%in)
i%i? | ek A, x% He t g These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton and
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Stitched
with love

If you've got someone special in your life, let them know
how much you care with a quirky quick-stitch card

utting a spring in your

step and making the

world go round...
love is a wonderful thing. So
be sure to celebrate your love
in stitchy style, showing your
feelings with a card from this
adorable collection. Be extra-
mushy and pick‘You're my
honey bunny; or play it cool
with ‘To my foxy Valentine'-
whatever you decide, there's

You will need

Designed by Durene Jones

something for everyone. STt
Worked in whole stitches and Stitching

backstitch only, each one

can easily be stitched ina Stitching time:
weekend. So they're perfect ;

. o . Type of stitches:
if you end up leaving it until Cross stitch, back

the last minute or can only

grab a minute or two to stitch
when they're not around. Add
embellishments to the card
itself once your stitching is
mounted, for extra wow.

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x18cm (6x7in) for rectangular

designs and 15x15cm (6x6in) for square designs

Extras: Oblong aperture cards and circle aperture cards in white, ribbons

and buttons of your choice from local craft shops
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For your
someone
special

You won't be able to resist these cute
characters, your lucky recipient will
fall head over heels all over again!
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Love

»
Tip
Once Valentine’s
Day is over, mount
your stitching In
a mini frame that
canbe keptona
bedside table
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1

20

Love

Valentine cards key

% Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor | Madeira

~ | B5200 1 2401 | white

v 164 240 1209 | green

I 210 108 802 | lilac

L] 310 403 2400 | black

V) 350 1 213 | red

=\ 415 398 1802 | grey

N 640 393 1905 | stonegrey
% 743 302 13 | yellow

A 963 73 502 | pink

Q 977 1002 2302 | ginger

A 3607 87 708 | dark pink

3 Backstitch in one strand

— | 370 403 2400 | black
— | 350 il 213 | red
— | 3607 87 708 | dark pink

% Backstitch in two strands
—|B5200 | 1 | 2401 | white

MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 41 high x 56 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
7.5x10cm (3x4in)

These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

heart-shaped buttons
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“Weve added some

and fancy ribbons to
white cards, but these
versatile designs will

look great against any
background, with
or without the

flashy extras.”
Heather Nugent,

Nentme s
Doy

EREEREEGEEFRSFENES

charting assistant
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sweetheart = =97«

Sweet bluebirds and pink hearts — what an
endearing combination! These cards are
perfectly quick and easy to stitch too

alentine’s Day presents  they could be stitched for
the ideal opportunity any romantic occasion —an

to send a handmade anniversary perhaps, oran
greeting to someone dear. invitation to a wedding. The
They'll love Durene’s darling stitches are simple to work, and
cards featuring little birdies and the designs are relatively small,
hearts, and are guaranteed to so there’s no excuse not to get
think they're really ‘tweet’! Of started on one today. Back the
course, these lovebirds aren't greetings with pretty papers
only suitable for Valentine’s, layered onto deckle-edge cards.
You will need Stitching —————————
Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key
Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle i:;::rt;(n? ;ume:
Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 13x10cm (5x4in) for each Type of stitch

of the designs Cross stitch, back
Level: Beginners

Extras: Single-fold deckle-edge cards in pale blue, marine blue and

raspberry pink and backing papers of your choice from craft shops
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Send sweet kisses

to the one you love,
with one of Durene’s
delightful cards
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Stitching know-how
Whole cross stitches are really easy to do, but
there are some basic rules you should follow.
To find out how to work the perfect cross stitch,

turn to page 131 or watch a video tutorial online
at www.gathered.how.

74 Ultimate Cards



Love

10 10
20 XXX X i f Lovebirds key
] T T T I 2 Cross stitch in two strands
' ( i ' : DMC | Anchor | Madeira
N ;ooo [ ik e 340 118 902 | purple
i STr 01010 o FETS] &3S eish $ | 341 | 117 | 901 | lightpurple
OV T ¢ | 519 [ 1038 [ 1105 [ turquoise
10 (3 f:“ 10 5%; $ ® | 602 57 702 | dark pink
$10[00[¢ #1800 z | 603 55 701 | pink
*.,“Lé_"j P A | 818 | 23 502 | light pink
Bl & : o 3761 928 1001 | lightturquoise
E E | | X 3819 279 1610 | lightgreen
kel e : [ | 3854 | 313 114 | apricot
Z 'Z-L’ b § i ! < % Backstitch in one strand
2Pz 2z ' ——1] 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
22 BB — [ a3 | 236 | 1713 | grey
| E E [ l‘o N | ——| 519 | 1038 | 1105 | turquoise
z 210 Z1IH — | 602 57 702 | dark pink
= S EEoEme : —— 7907 | 255 | 1308 | green
10 5 i E«E ! MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 43 high x 43 wide
j . . Rl k=l DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 8x8cm
[ I [ I [ [ [ [x [ x Bl B x xx[x]x x|x|x|x (3x3in)
: : i These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
4 i
/. . - l
| Ot S I/ v
20 ! 7 \ N N BEBEOEEE PG DO GE LR E D
? b'e X
} | X X
y x X
x X
c X X
Try using sparkly pink metallic thread X .
. . J
to stitch the hearts on the designs. Itl] = ® x
add a touch of glamour and draw the eye m| X
. o »
to the most important part of the design.” il g
&XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)Z(

Durene Jones, designer

20 10 10 20
D D I I
' { | X
10 ey = = _ 3 e
A feslsss 1L | ' 589 <
A HERRS TR s | x
> | \ g gg | z :8 : o.,oi.el X
- bndd e T RRaRe

000/ 404 ¢ 0/

u fj} | | . - j°‘ . M | X
z:z T[] E X
| Ll X
b | T | X
10 X .xlx X% %% xxxxxxx-xxxx.x[xxx xlxl[x.x x| % X
| ' X
_XX.XXX. IR XX X[ x.xxx:.i(_

Ultimate Cards 75



Love

M'H‘

xuxaxxxxx

x

=<
o
o
<
4

*-'Q';.'.‘
‘e ¢ & €
e e e

:'-€J‘“¥¥xxxxxxuxx

nnnhl*
b

R

v
m

%X ®

m

%

R

€€ & ¢

X 3 K X KX KX KKK KX

o MR K!KKIKKNFKKKXXN‘K

3 XX XRNR
R AR *x*sgﬁjx\uﬂ." L =

‘,.U'-J—“l!

20
Stltchmg i |5< i k i
close-up ol
The borders of kisses are | X
shown on the chart and key > | prdl
as backstitch. While they <l X
are technically backstitch, ]
in practice they are actually X : ' X
worked in the same way as > EEEER X
cross stitches, only in one RN X
strand of thread. 5 ]: ] X
X @3 X
X X
54T} X
10 ' - , . e
X Pl xixpixxixigx 1Y 1 JxJ*l*l *Jxl.xl.xlx.i x x |@ 2] ] ] ] x| x| %] X
XXX XCROXOXXOX KX XXX XX XX
20 10 10 20 “T've kept to quite
M X XX X M XX XXX XXX XXX XXX M X a simple colour
W) IR EEER TR X selection for these
10 : l P4 .
_ 1 I cards, which creates
500 ‘ 3 L A olo0l0l0 X
00000 b b R0 0 ANG O . t”
¢0 A0 l0 * b 1$78, 0 0 X more lmpac .
000 001570 + $%,0.0/0 .
eloloef8SIST™000) | | T i XY X Durene Jones, designer
. 0.0 /4|8 515 Qﬂj ...... 4004504
\ L\t O eS|SO oo b
» A [} : | [} ' <
| B touches
X 1 <> X Ribbon with tiny rows of
< | il BRITIX bunting printed on, pink
M 1 } ????? X hearts buttons and shiny
10 xtxlxi;x x X B x x—lx]x x| % X[ x[xlxixlxln]x x xl_ X X% X %X X :_-tx_ gf:;ts:?:ljesl‘l,ivsiide:ItIST:ke
5 \ x X | %X x' go with these sweet cards.
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Order your
copy today

E! ALL THE CARDS, GIFTS & DECORATIONS Yuw

EASTER MOTHER 26"‘*" e
L 2 MOVE 41ml‘f* @ ”_\_H @

(/ross t(flhlb‘r‘ lte S \](3 :? g:cﬁ]izsﬂismch

motifs for a joyful spring
includes 245 seasonal charts.
Let us help you create

- gorgeous cards and gifts,

- decorations and keepsakes the
P whole family will love and
o treasure this season.

- ., v ™  (retstitching:
SPR‘NG - e 4 % Celebrate the season with our
Must- 5“}':"‘ '“:;gz . e : sweet birdhouse cushion
b il @ | %k Try colourful blackwork with
our springtime sampler

%k 6 romantic Valentine's cards
for everyone you love

sk 32 fruity, floral and plant-
themed designs to stitch

%k Pretty Mother's Day gifts

Plus, global celebration designs,
a cheerful weather alphabet,
delicate snowdrop monograms
and quick & easy projects to
brighten your day!

ER ABC » QUICK & EASY DESIGNS

PRETTY FLOWERS * WEATH

ON SALE 29 JANUARY 2026 - ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY |0} EI

ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/favourites44
CALL 03330 162 138+ and quote 'Favourites Spring Print 1’

+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any
inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays 9am to 5pm.
Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. EUR price £7.99, ROW price £8.99 - plus the following postage will be applied:
UK £2.80, Europe £3.50, ROW £4. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability.




Great
for
beginners

To dear
Dad

Patchwork letters and motifs combine
in these colourful cards to make a
fabulous stitch for Father’s Day

midst the weddings,

birthdays and general

merriment each
season brings us, we mustn’t
forget to celebrate our dads on
Father’s Day. Durene has created
six colourful card designs here,
based on hobbies or interest,
whether it's sport, music or the
great outdoors. But the best
thing about these designs is
that you can mix and match

You will need

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

the different motifs to make a
card that’s unique to your dad.
Combine the football, the guitar

and the newspaper, for example,

for a dad with a range of
interests. Patterned papers help
to make these designs stand out
even more, and we think he'll
really appreciate the sentiment
and the effort you've made.
They're actually really easy to
stitch, but Dad will never know!

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for

each design

Extras: Single-fold square cards in white and backing
paper of your choice from local craft shops

78 Ultimate Cards

Stitching time:
Approx 6-8 hours each

Stitching

Type of stitches:
Cross stitch, backstitch _
Level: Beginners
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For Him
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How to mount your cards

]

then fray one row of aida all the way

Trim your finished stitching to within
two squares of the stitched design,

around the edge.

Cut a piece of white paper slightly
2smaller than your aida, and stick
this to the back of your stitching using
double-sided tape.

Place more strips of double-sided
3 tape on the back of the white paper,
and peel off the backing. Put to one side.

80 Ultimate Cards

Cut a square of patterned paper, 2cm
4(%in) larger all the way around than
your aida. Position the stitching centrally
over the patterned paper. Once you are
happy with the position, stick the design
securely in place.

Place more strips of double-sided
5 tape on the back of the patterned
paper. Peel off the backing, position the
paper over the card blank and carefully
stick in place as before.

How to keep the back of

your work neat

Try to keep the back of your
stitching neat, so that there are no
lumps and bumps. To avoid tangles,
thread your needle neatly through

the back of other stitches to secure
it when you are starting and
finishing off. With an even number
of strands, you can use the loop
method to start. When finishing off,
snip the end off close to the fabric.



-
I love to stitch cards, Tip
as they gjve you an Mark off the chart in
. - pencil as you go so
immediate sense of you can keep track of

where you are up to
on your design

satisfaction. Its the same
with designing them, I
suppose! Once I had the
template for these designs,

they were finished fairly quickly.”

.
Durene Jones, des1gner
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For Him

Father’s Day key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
~ | B5200 1 2401 | white
T 168 1096 1708 | light grey
) 304 19 511 darkred
() 349 1098 212 red
| 414 235 1714 | grey
b 434 310 2009 | darktan
o 436 1045 2011 | tan
N 644 830 1814 | ashgrey
v 701 227 1305 | green
$ 704 255 1308 | lightgreen
N 726 295 109 | yellow
& 798 131 912 | blue
El 809 130 909 | lightblue
-0- 972 298 107 | darkyellow
3 Backstitch in one strand
= | 726 295 109 | yellow
— | 3799 236 1713 | dark grey
STITCH COUNT 39 high x 39 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 7x7cm
(234x234in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

Great gifts for dad
Square designs like these also make fantastic
coasters or mini pictures. You could include an
empty acrylic coaster or photo frame along with
your card, then he can simply transfer the stitching
once Father’s Day is over and the card has been
taken down. That way, your dad will get to enjoy

your stitching for years to come!
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Whole

stitches
only

This exciting collection of retro vehicles
will make great greetings for those
who love to get from A to B in style

Stitching

Stitching time:
Approx 8-10 hours each

Cross stitch, backstitch
Level: Beginners

Designed by
Jenny Barton

You will need

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle

14-count white aida measuring 20x15cm (8x6in)

for each design

Cards of your choice from local craft shops
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Jenny’s designs also make
great cards for friends who
love to live life in the fast lane
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For Him

Stitching close-up

Jenny has used varying ) ; / -
shades of blue and grey to i e gpebhe e ubl
create the shading on her Al

o8
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TR E

Morris Minor. Make sure ' s el (N

you stitch sitting close to a
window or under a bright
daylight lamp so you can see
the colours clearly and don't
get them mixed up.
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Tip
Make sure you pick
cards that work
both horizontally

and vertically to
fit the set
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Stitching ideas

These designs are great to stitch and
patch onto the front of a car manual
to keep in a glove compartment. As

the designs use whole cross stitch
only, try stitching them on perforated
paper and then mount onto card to
give as a gift to a friend who's proud
of their set of funky wheels.

“A cute personal touch would be to
backstitch or personalise the number plate
with the one from your dads vehicle.

Use white thread so it stands out.”

10

10

Abi Barker, special projects coordinator

For Him

 Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor | Madeira

666 46 210 | red

762 234 1804 | verylight grey

3325 129 907 | blue

3705 35 410 | lightred

3706 | 33 409 | verylight red

3799 236 1713 | charcoal grey

) blanc 2 2402 | white

¢ 209 98 803 | darklilac
bt 210 108 802 | lilac

0 211 342 801 light lilac
-0 307 289 104 yellow
K | 317 400 1714 | dark grey
() 321 9046 510 dark red

2 334 997 1004 | dark blue
L] 414 235 1801 | grey

K 415 398 1802 | lightgrey
b 597 1064 1110 | dark mintgreen
A 598 1062 1111 | mintgreen
\d

X

@

V)

O
L

I

3811 1060 1101 | light mint green

3841 9159 1001 | light blue

L) 3854 313 114 orange

' Backstitch in one strand

— | 3799 | 236 | 1713 | verydarkgrey

49 high x 51 wide
14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -

9x9.5cm (3%x3%:in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

20 10 10 20
|
b1 IIT|T]T]I]I [
T IIT]]T I bbb
LT 7 b|b|b|b|b blioib|biblbiiblbll
BIT(Tfolmlbllol]l| ) WIxIx[t b LaTx]x[x]|x|x
T XX XET | Wl xEx] el o | b [ XRI%X| x| X} | x| %] X|NAIX] X[\
TIIX [N T <% bk x ME N BRRRRE RS
il BIRAEI I 3B R R EIEIN B3 X[ b I x| x| x| x| x)x|x]|x
TEx|x[X T Ix|xEx] x| x| x x| x4 T X TITJIJI{T|I|T
I T T I T T[T T T T O D T T O T O O O T IR TP T T T T T T]I]T
RAUL T T T T T x| T T T TT| T T TRRRAR I T T[T T{TfTT T IITNT[TT™ AN X | |
RN RAIRAIRAIRZIRZIRZIRZIRANRANRAN RANRANRANRANRZNRZIRZIRZNRZNRA RANRANRANRAIRZIRZRZRZARZNRAN 02} 'L AL 16 4L X| X
XIx[x[x]x|x[x[x[x][x[x[x]x]xIxIxIx|x][x][x]|x|x]x]x]x]x]x[x]x]x]x|x]|x]|x|xIplx|xlb|R|A|b]*x]|A]bs]b] [
I O OO IO D T IO D] I DI T I I I I II|IJI|I] I|RARARAY N[ [A| blblb | |
D I I I I T T I Ty Ty T T | D I IO I I I IIJIJI|I|I|I|IA b | b tERN @)
A RA A A A | RA AL A A | A | A A A | A A [ A [ A | A A | A A | A | A [ AYRA [ A A A A A A A A [AYRA (I 0 we >
| x| x| x| x| x| Al x| x| x| x| x| x| x |7\ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| K|e)] b blb/bb|b|b
bbb S]KLE] R4 |13 |3 A A RAARAA A |2 A AA s [ o [ b [ | o[ lo[ls s [is]ls || lo]|ls|lslis|x|x]|x]|x it
. K| bbb b[RUARNARAARNRAAARARAZA b bbb b|b|b]bb|blb]b X{NNN
N bib/b|ib|b|b(ib|b|lb|b XRAARN|ARA|AARAA bbbl -
[ o bibiblioiblbiblblislbibblip 4
HEEEN

Ultimate

85



For Him
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For Him
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Stitching close-up _
Jenny has used whole cross stitch - —
only in her designs so some of 20 X[ % x| %
the stitches may spill out under xx:xx ::x ":z xx:xx
the backstitch. Don’t worry about ™ MK M B3 x| X x| X % F153 B
this - the bold blocks of colour will z:xxi x| x5 DI x| % zxx:z
ensure a striking result. Just make N - = N
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“Why not type up some
fun facts about the
vehicle to stick inside
your card? It ]l make

it that little bit more

personal to your dad.”

Heather Nugent,
charting assistant
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These majestid sunflowers stand
heads above the rest - just like your
lovely cards will on the mantelpiece!

detail with
fractional
stitches

Spread a little happiness with this colourful set of cheery cards
in sunshine yellow, perfect to stitch and send for any occasion

You will need

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Factbox

Size 24 tapestry needle

14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in)

for each design

Designed by Single fold scallop-edge cards in pale cream of your
Susan Bates choice from local craft shops
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Special Wishes
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Tip
Work the stitches
that use white
thread last to keep
them looking clean
and fresh

20 10 10 20
—
HOWtOpatChYOllI‘ s Bl P CIE) ) Pl ) e el el IR o) (S el e
PRIRIRIRRKK EEI& ololeltlelC| e Tt I [ S S S T S
3 WA KIRIRIRE K] Qlaft[tlc|c|c]c]c]c]e|c]t]t] K| KK KK
designs onto a card ok e R N E R
b —l IRREE [CEEE © = =
Cut out your design, leaving a 83 AN QQ%EE&& 8"9 aazgt gii_;gl@zzg
border of two squares of aida o N A S LA e EEE 5 A o I [ Xl
NN t|C [, o 7 o] OARIRIR R
all the way around. Qg l SN QE_Q 8_9_ S <tlo R 38
. . 9 [ Qfclc o] e B T P ) = ) [l (e o) JIAAEIRIRIO
;ZmeapaHﬁmmaa& 83 gt«« og—a——o *i—goﬁgQQQQQ =< QQ C[t]Q Kzg
<l¢ — —|= — —|= [«
carefully remove single 10 gi gz: QEQQQEQ“ Ohf Q1 QQ——E—EQ «zg 38
i QlxIefc]c —=1= QI | —|Q =199, CJCIRIKIO
threads from the edges until g@ A BB EE e i, i IN - QQSESQQQQSQ ¢ Qg
(G =lsl= NININ| NN == ¢
you have removed a whole row Stofclc e 5 I 313 e L dolo
of aida blocks from each edge, el G SR et el NN’S’SSQQ q
. Qlc QlobrNIB ]l [N[#t]l[s b bl b 3838 NI NJbFd ol ol o —[—|—[o[of\ | T [c]Jo
creating a frayed effect. g¢ < 9_588 '-|.' N gigggg——egu «8
[ i Nib|b[N | b |NIN|bIN SR= .
Cut a square of white paper Q Q=I=I=19[2 Nfb N[N (b |98 N[N[B A O[O —[—[—[ -2 Q
) ) Q ofo[—[=[o[o[o N AN SN olo[=I-]o o
measuring 9x9cm (3%2x3%zin), g o 95::5889\& m I;IHN el * H N “N “;&gggg 8
ichi i Q QR NIN NI N[N[b [N QION |- Q)
which is the design area. Turn the = e 3 NS DN 2 EEEE H
tehi ; ; 8= Q[ Nl b B[N B [bfN = —-[2
stitching over and stick the piece g QQ___ 88 gg s :{ *N QQQ Q‘QSQ g
. . —== N —|—
of paper to the back using strips 103 S Qfgggg 2 ,S*Qi;,\jg* S=rorolo— o TP
. —[ol- EEEEEE ¢
of double-sided tape. (o] [@ Q——Eg ggg@ggggggiﬁg@;a—oo Clde
C —|=|= = ¢
Attach more double-sided (*] (@ (o]1e] R el o] (e B o] B B (S] R[] () ERLe) [l EmEm[e] [ o
QS ﬁooo —|-|= —|=[Q]-[OIN[Q] - VIVINCIC[¢
Qleic|C Q1|9 - BH=HE O[] (LGS ()
tape to the back of the paper, A g = o - ¥$ I
H H b t|CC VIS IVIRIVIV QlQ V|V 1K SIS o)
then centre your stitching over Ho Rt cldldy i, Y e SN, 6y (U
tlelo]C < ASMC Q[ 2NE B OF BRE
the card. Once you are happy ZEEEEL VW< [C[C ddsfsldC ddddvisiels PR
. e . baclelelele[® SIMcclelelelele]g %&&&Q&Q&&&& b | SleldlAelelt]thd
with the positioning, press the 7 O QR0 O QRO O[O (TSI OO [OIOT O[Ol O[O [T O[O [T AT O[O IOl O[Ol QI QP Al Fei
I | ] | I

stitching firmly in place.
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DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 9x9cm

(3%x3%in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

of blooms standing tall
and proud as a birthday

gardener. Or why not

seed packet for an avid
stitch all six as a set?”
Katriel Costello, editor

a field of sunflowers to

“Beautifully designed,
each card holds its own
special charm — choose
say thank you, a pair

greeting or a sweet

. MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 48 high x 48 wide
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fabric taut, it makes backstitch
easier. Remember to start and

finish off tidily and start new
lengths of threads regularly
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“These pretty

sunflower cards are
stunning to look at

and so enjoyable to

stitch

They’ll make

»

your mum, whatever
sion.

the occa

perfect greetings for
Fiona Baker,
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There is plenty of detail here,
with lots of shading to add
depth, and fractionals and

backstitch to add definition.
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"F!(?elebrate a special
i occasion with these
”[ cute stitched cards

Super-
NWEE

collection

- NGW
' baby

Naw homea

Naw
achool

Wish good friends well for their exciting new adventure
with one of these super-cute, easy-stitch cards

You will need

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle

14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each design

Single-fold straight edge cards in white, backing papers and ribbon of your
choice from local craft shops

Designed bf
Rhona Norrie

Ultimate
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Special Wishes
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¥ Cross stitch in two strands

Special Wishes

Cute animals key

10 10
] | 1
20 !
v |
EIES: £] |
EIEIED ' ﬂﬂs \' |
5 8|5 §0 ANy EIEIE |
By 000D EIEIEN) |
TN N N
AA A AOM 4 2 NINID,
Ola alaalO s[5 ]N HEIBEE I
FENE EIELY AEEIEIEIE EIE ]
10 I FEER R EI R EIEIE] BEIE 1
== FE MEIEIEIEIEIEE] EIERE] |
) M EIEEIEIEIE Bl IR ENE]
MNEEIEIEIEIEIEIE] EIEIEIE]
NN s s/s/s[s/msa]ls|a[s(a]s
NEEIEEIEEN & IEIEIE]
MEREIEIEIEED EIEIE] |
e bN s s/a[s[4]5 |
NEIEIEENE |
b NIN[s 45 £l |
< NININ S ] |
Ll 1
N
NEIEIEE]
NEEIDERE
| EIEIEIENE]
LJIEEIEIEIEIEIE
VEIERE] EIEIEDE]
EIEIESEN | EIENEDED
10 M sfs 2 5 8|5
ARty IEE EEIEIEN MEIE
AN 5|5 als 85 5]s 5 |
R YEIEEE] ENEIEIEIEIN |
.| y N 55 5|5 25 5|3 A%n|w|w
BN N 2 a]5 4[5 32 N|»[[» T
o= lble N5 5|5 55 NN a[- I
* s NN A5 8 CICIC] |
» B[N N|s 55 55 ) | |
o N[N N 2 NN RN i I | |
=e | s |= | |
20 IEIIIQII.II:Iilllll!Q * | |
[ * . I | |
| | |

20

20 1

0

“I hope you'll say ‘ahh’ when you first

see these cards. I thought these designs
would be perfect for stitching and sending
to wish friends and family well at those

milestone times in their lives.”
Rhona Norrie, designer

DMC | Anchor | Madeira
N | B5200 1 2401 | white
L] 310 403 2400 | black
Ll 317 400 1714 | dark grey
B\ 415 398 1802 | grey
b 434 310 2009 | brown
N 435 1046 2010 | light brown
E 437 362 2012 | tan
$ 562 210 1205 | green
v 563 208 1207 | lightgreen
0 725 305 113 | yellow
» 739 366 2014 | cream
V) 760 1022 405 | pink
A 761 1021 404 | light pink
* 762 234 1804 | lightgrey
< 798 131 912 | blue
L) 839 1050 1913 | mink brown
b 3790 393 1905 | stone grey
% Backstitch in one strand
— | 310 403 2400 | black
— | 562 210 1205 | green
— | 798 131 912 blue
¥ French knots in one strand
O | B5200 1 2401 | white
[ 310 403 2400 | black
) 798 131 912 | blue

MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 49 high x 53 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
9%9.5cm (3%2x33%in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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Get well
soon!

Let a poorly friend know they're on your mind with
these cute and thoughtful well-wishing cards

he detail on

these very cute

cards couldn't
be better — so you'll be
surprised to find that
they are whole stitches
only! Backstitch gives a
realistic touch to these
darling mice, who grace
the front of these get well
and best wishes cards
perfectly. From the tiny

-~ You will need

mouse asleep in a teacup,

an adorable pair hugging
each other and a mouse
holding a great big
flower, these super-sweet
designs are sure to cheer
up a poorly friend or raise
a smile on someone’s
face. These cards will
make a soothing stitch to
break up a large project -
they're a real tonic!

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Whole
stitches
only

Stitching
Stitching time:
Approx 7-9 hours

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each design

Extras: Scallop-edge cards measuring 13x13cm (5x5in) and backing papers of
your choice from local craft shops
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Special Wishes
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Special Wishes

Mice wishes key

% Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
~ | B5200 1 2401 | white
v} 151 73 404 | light pink
T 415 398 1802 | grey
e 436 1045 2011 | tan
K 437 362 2012 | lighttan
& 677 886 2207 | sand
-0 727 293 112 yellow
N 754 1012 305 | peach
v I 762 234 1804 | lightgrey
Tlp v 813 140 910 blue
. 'S 826 146 906 dark blue
Stitch ’the’Sll‘?n:":? » | 827 | 160 | 1013 | lightblue
lo*\":?;ezgi eorany v [ 989 | 241 | 401 | green
occasion - of just to W | 373 76 506 | dark pink
say you care! 9 | 3733 75 605 pink
m | 3799 236 1713 | dark grey
3 Backstitch in one strand
10 Y 10 — | 826 146 906 | darkblue
1 — | 3799 236 1713 | darkgrey
| | MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 39 high x 40 wide
| DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
10— 7X7.5cm (23%4x23%4in)
i I n These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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Make all six of these sweet card designs
and you'll never be short of a way to show
your thanks to that special someone

fter weddings, whoever the recipient is. The little
birthdays and special details are so much fun to bring
events it's important to life, too, from the gingham
to show your thanks to givers fabric effect and blanket stitch
and hosts and we can think of on‘heartfelt thanks'to the tiny
no better way of doing so than bunting in the ‘thank you’design.
with a lovely stitched card. The Best of all, only the flower card
range of motifs and styles in uses French knots but you'll still
Durene’s set means that you'll be able to finish any of these

have a fantastic card to send out, designs over a weekend.

-~ You will need

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle

14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for
each design

Circle aperture cards in bright yellow and pale blue of your
choice from local craft shops
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Stitch all of the cards in
this set and you'll never
have to wait to send

your thanks again!
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Special Wishes
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Stitching someone a card is such
a lovely way of thanking them, .
as so much care and time goes ~ o -
into making one. My favourite is v i §EE SR z
b b v = == [V A
the little blue tit surrounded by > oed P Stiam
. P EZan S ! N 4
whistled notes — he'll put a ~ H S
j.l £ f | ] =t
Smiie on anyones ace. =NEE ' LT
: 10 b ik T
Durene Jones, designer
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; g / E N astrikingredand ¥ &,
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" SSEESSIEEInaED oo 22 = e background. To .
e L T A A NS T e ARy keep the white
{ Bl [ esiptetet e g e \ = stitches looking
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10 - @i SRS EN = possible, work & :
@: =L @1— =] them after you've k 2
l [ SEEC completed all of &
= N the red areas. This way, the white thread will look less
I I I ! ! grubby and will be less likely to pick up stray strands
L I [ I { from the neighbouring red threads.
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“Its easy to go

Tip

Back your stitching with

Special Wishes

Thank you cards key

out an d buy a ba ;f)iece of white paper % Cross stitch in two strands
. ae Oreé Mounting in the DMC | Anchor | Madeira
car d, but it truly Perture, so the card ~ | blanc 2 2402 | white
colour doesn't sh
comes ﬁ'om through the aid:w \% 165 278 1414 | lightlime green
$ 166 280 1611 | lime green
the heart when e | 200 | 98 | 803 | lilac
you take the time to 19 ] 058 | 212 fired
V) 351 10 214 | coral
stitch one, especially these W | 40 | 37 | 2104 |tan
. . . » o 422 943 2102 | lighttan
beautitully detailed versions. ‘ J
-0- 725 305 113 yellow
Katriel Costello, editor — 7727 | 293 | 112 | lightyellow
Y 799 145 910 blue
20 10 v 10 20 t 800 144 908 | lightblue
5 f | & | 3799 | 236 1713 | grey
I 1 % Backstitch in one strand
N — | 3799 | 236 | 1713 | grey
N 3 Backstitch in two strands
i | — | 798 131 912 | darkblue
I [ % French knots in one strand
/ \ o [ 349 [ 1098 [ 212 | red
| o MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 45 high x 45 wide
L | | [ | ™ DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) — 8x8cm
N i e/ (} (3%4x3%in)
\_ i EE ; iSEREERE NN ;V‘W ! These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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Whole

stitches
only

Wish children the happiest of birthdays
with our cheerful and colourful cards —
they're sure to have a roaring timel!

irthdays are magical

when you're a child.

Music, cake and
decorations all help to make the
day extra special, as do the cards
and presents from party guests.
Durene’s jolly jungle animal
designs will go down a storm
with any youngster. They'll love
the playful elephant and lion,

You will need

and the cheeky monkey putting
up bunting and balloons. The
cards are worked using whole
cross stitches and backstitch, so
they shouldn't take too long to
complete. These designs would
also make wonderful party
invitations; if you have lots to
stitch, why not enlist the help

of family and friends?

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle

14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for

each design

Square aperture cards in pale yellow and pale blue

and ribbon of your choice from local craft shops
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For Kids
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These lively cards are &
| heaps of fun and so
tl quick and easy to stitch!
5

Use metallic e SR NN
thread to work the
POmpoms op, the

Party hats
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For Kids

How to mount your

design in a card

First, prepare your stitching by washing
1 it in warm water and mild detergent.
Lie it flat on a clean fluffy towel to dry.

Place the card aperture over the

finished stitching. When you are
completely happy with the positioning,
place pins carefully around the aperture
to mark your place.

Turn the card over and stick double-
3 sided tape around the edge of the
aperture. Using the pins as a guide, place
the card back over your stitching and stick

the fabric in place.
Place a piece of white paper or
wadding behind the stitching for a
neat finish. Add double-sided tape to the
extra card flap and carefully stick to the

back of the card aperture.
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For Kids

Jungle animals key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor | Madeira
N | B5200 1 2401 | white
L] 321 9046 510 dark red
A 349 1098 212 red
b 435 1046 2010 | darktan
o 437 362 2012 | tan
V) 605 1094 613 pink
» 712 926 2101 cream
-©- 725 305 113 | darkyellow
- 726 295 109 | yellow
Z 739 366 2014 | lighttan
* 762 234 1804 | lightgrey
t 800 144 908 | lightblue
C 809 130 909 | blue
A 818 23 502 | light pink
v 912 209 1213 | dark green
o 954 203 1207 | green
a | 3024 900 1814 | stonegrey
Y | 3853 | 1003 3N dark copper
© 3854 313 114 copper
% Backstitch in one strand
“Work the backstitch in one strand — s [ 25 [ 75 Toarkare
% Backstitch in two strands
of dark grey thread to create softer — 3799 | 23 | 1713 | darkgrey
: : : » MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 54 high x 53 wide
Outlmes on these] ungle d@SIngS. DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count e?/enweave) -
Fiona Baker, technical editor 10x10cm (3%x3%in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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(GGarden
buddies

Slow but sweet, these adorable tortoises
with patchwork shells will make a leisurely
summer stitch for friends and family

fyou want to send some

cheerful, summery wishes

to a loved one, look no
further than our fabulous
tortoise cards. These cute
characters have popped out
from inside their patterned
shells to enjoy the sunshine, and
we can't wait to join in - chasing
butterflies and meeting friends
are just some of the ways they

You will need

like to pass the time in these
lovely, circular scenes. Pop your
finished stitching in a purple or
yellow card to lift the colours,
and add a stamped message
too, if you like. Your hand-
stitched greeting will make

a gorgeous gift for someone
who lives life in the fast lane,
and needs a subtle hint to slow
down and take things easy!

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each of

the designs

Cards: Circle aperture cards in bright yellow and violet of your

choice from local craft shops

110 Ultimate Cards

Type of stitches:
5) Cross stitch, backstitch,
French knots

Level: Intermediate




Great
for
beginners
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For Kids

20 10 - 10 20
T T AEEIEREES EEE i e e S
2 Stitching close-up
R Durene has given her tortoise’s pretty
! ki3] e cicolclelcleeveN patchwork shells in various shades of
R 377 SRR SEERAP purple and lilac. You could use a different
Gaas HHHER s O O B 59 SR REEEE colourway if you like, greens, yellows
10 1 JEEEE _ pinks and blues would all work well. Just
BER ‘AR Slelelele ' T~ H remember to change the colour of the
A e elefelelef1[T]1[1[TieN| [ fos o € '
T flowers too, to match.
0] E [ | CIEIC] 11 %1 V.
sleje 019 el i i
¢lsjefe ] B N[N[NNN] T ety
e 111 N{NIN L L 4 IR
B YD (allad: ]
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Stitching know-how
In these designs, four different colours are used for the
backstitching in one and two strands of cotton. Check
the key carefully before you thread your needle.
10 - 10 20
oo i
A 1 1
AlAA A 1 .
AlAla |
AlA AlA A |
AlA N |
Alale s Ak = (€[ CIRIK I
Alajoiala Alh C C|ciC CICIR[R |
Alalalialala AlA _F ClCICICICICICICIR |
N0 A 0D C cicicicfcicicic I
AlAlA oD (L EEE EEEEE I
'y ClC CIC]CICC[CIC] |
& ClC|C ClCICICICIC L3l |
| clCiC ClCICICIC K |
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] [ c/c[C clclclc[C K I
0| clc] 1} ClC|C[C[C |
1 NININN[NINXC[C | e A I
N NININC] ciciclcic [
i Cle[C[C]
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ae 00D eee CCiC
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3 NIN|NINTRNINAJA N[N T T 1
« [T Jslols NIN[N[NN N N[N B[ e T [T 5
You could add button i Nefiif= :
. sis |8 [ - clcld] i, e
embellishments to o [ B A alaiin el e
0 =
. 5 § [ 15 [ 8] [s[8[8] NIN[Nfo]o! =
these cards, tiny flowers, s 5 Tlhes NS =R
il A b '_ .
butterflies and ladybirds i e = |
vl | E | 3 |
.. M v, 558553 |
t 5] 5] $iss | s[5 3 =
would give the designs 2 N ;@ Sl :
b . » 1 VIVIVIVIV J VIV } | 7 = | I
. i | ;
an extra dimension. - g F ;
k] 18] | |
Fiona Baker, technical editor B i =
F Y
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For Kids

20 10 % 10 20
[l 111 [l | | .
HH H H Tortoise cards key
1 p=pel ! 1] . Wl - e pe
20 : : | — eI NN NN ov'!w _ 3 Cross stitch in two strands
Hge ik e | ST A | DMC | Anchor | Madeira
! SlateloleN 1T | IBINALSTRAINININNG TR ~ | blanc 2 2402 | white
' O O S5 AN 164 | 240 | 1209 | light
e TiNsfert v WYV i Ight green
" 0 5 e Ty - e | 208 99 804 | darklilac
] i1 AR W’% e | 209 | 98 | 803 |iilac
111 I+ 1 N[N o[vvI™ il | - -
CfelenlaiNe £ —aaf N "muv Zvvd fo zg(; I 210 108 802 light lilac
o1 e eseiod (LA e nasil Q| 318 | 399 | 1801 | grey
00 It A G = | 341 | 17 | 901 | purple
M : i ‘ ; b | 434 | 310 | 2009 | darktan
" b[N v R |
WO LT B i S O N | 436 [ 1045 [ 2011 | tan
Hhb S Al L2 Neelers b -] v 602 57 702 | darkpink
:_HEE S—hhn AR NS :E“M”:E:z o o;§;° A | 604 | 55 614 | pink
- foe---Cane PEL R X
10 .iL‘ Tt ..’%""'@ .: A e a K 642 903 1905 | stonegrey
! Rt alat A AN NN A C 644 830 1814 | light stone grey
S_S_ s “-uu“.’i’ oo e s__*’ = 726 295 109 | yellow
(b /N[N REE NIN[NINTS 6 SR CIMMEIES ik ik 0 742 303 114 | tangerine
NAE I GO0 & 817 | 13 210 | red
20 1 g "rv?FV'* VVMYIVVIY) 1 ] r'e
fe91ee Joorsishve S v 907 255 1308 | limegreen
| ’ sfsior 1] A 970 925 205 | orange
| |
4 o 989 241 1401 | green
N | 3799 236 1713 | dark grey
® | % Backstitch in one strand
Tip . — | 208 99 804 | darklilac
For maximum —1 970 925 205 orange
stickiness, use small — | 3799 | 236 1713 | dark grey
strips of double-sided % Backstitch in two strands
tape around the C—] 817 | 13 | 210 | red
aperture | % French knots in one strand
Y o [ 3799 | 236 | 1713 [ darkgrey
20 10 ) 10 20 MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 51 high x 53 wide
| | | 1 T DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
Lo i O 9.5x9.5¢m (3%2x3%in)
20 - rAR These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
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For Kids
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“The circular shape of these designs makes
them perfect for mounting in coasters too.”

Heather Nugent, charting assistant

Finishing
touches

We used summer brights
because we wanted our

cards to stand out. The
yellow and violet are
inspired by the yellow
and violet in the shells.

114 Ultimate Cards

Stitching
p

close-u

Durene’s cards are designed
especially for cards with circle
apertures. As you can see, the
circular shape is very subtle,
with just one or two rounded
edges in each design.

You coylq replace
Fhe French knots
With seeqd beads for
added texture
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A stitching adventure!

With 216 designs, this bumper edition will bring back fond holiday
memories and inspire visits to iconic landmarks and new destinations!

LQGON
o I=ll] \SES

Hot air balloons

JUST £9.99
+P&P*

vaA* INSIDE!

3 132 pages of stunning
Cross stitch inspiration

¥ Fun travel-themed cards
and gift ideas for all ages

3 Designs suitable for
beginners and beyond

DESIGNS YOU'LL LOVE TO STITCH
% Traditional British seaside themes * Exotic beaches
* Vintage postcards * Travel-inspired gift ideas

Srcer Order your copy todayl

today!  ORDER ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/ultimatecrossstitchtravels
OR CALL 03330 162 138+ and quote ‘Ultimate Cross Stitch Travels 26 Print’

+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays 9am to 5pm
for orders and enquiries. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. UK price £9.99 + £2.80 P&P, EUR price £9.99 + £3.50 P&P, ROW price £9.99 + £4 P&P. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability.



Polar pals

Get your skates on and indulge your sense
of fun with these frolicking winter friends

hat a sight to
behold -a
merry band

of polar pals whizzing and
whirling across the ice on
skates and skis, delivering
gifts and winter cheer. They
certainly look like they're
having lots of fun, and we
hope you'll be able to join
in some of their antics as
you stitch these delightful
scenes. We love the jolly

You will need

scarves and hats, they make
a striking contrast to the icy
blue backgrounds. Why not
stitch the four main designs
together to create a cool wall
hanging? The smaller motifs
would make great stocking
fillers when made up as
keyrings, paperweights and
snow domes and why not
attach your stitched motifs to
crackers for an extra festive
Christmas dining table?

Threads: Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Stitch on seed
peads as snowflakes
to add texture to
your design

Stitching

Stitching time:

Approx 2-10 hours each

Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle

Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring a maximum of 15x18cm (6x7in) for each design

Extras: Card, tag, ribbon and backing paper of your choice
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Christmas

Get ahead
with your
festive
stitching
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Wish your friends a
cool yule with these

colourful characters
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DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

¥ Cross stitch in two strands
% Backstitch in one strand
9x14.5cm (3%2x534in)
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know-how
Make sure you
finished work a

add the backst

lasttog
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such fun, they make me giggle

Fiona Baker, technical editor
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stitches
only

It may be freezing outside, but you'll feel lovely
and toasty inside when you settle down to
stitch these cute and cosy Christmas greetings

othing beats their stitches are densely
being tucked up packed, most are worked
in the warm when in solid blocks of colour, so Factbox

the weather’s misbehaving. they'll be quicker to complete
than you think. For the

ultimate in Christmas comfort,

Durene’s designs, featuring a
mitten, sheepskin boot, hot

water bottle and a steaming
mug of cocoa, sum up that
wonderful feeling perfectly.
You'll feel super snuggly as
you work them, and although

why not send your greeting
along with a pampering
hamper, filled with a sachet
of cocoa powder, hot water
bottle and furry slippers?

You will need

Stranded cotton, as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle

Single-fold deckle-edge cards in purple and backing papers of your choice from
local craft shops
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Christmas

Stitching

know-how

It's almost always best to
start stitching from the
centre of a design. But

centre of the chart, follow
the heavy horizontal and

vertical gridlines marked by
arrows, and start stitching

and horizontally, and

working your first stitch

where these folds intersect.

“Keeping warm and cosy is a key part of
the winter holidays, so I hope you enjoy
stitching the mittens, hot water bottle

,)J

cover and boots as festive cards

Durene Jones, designer
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STITCH COUNT 55 high x 30 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
10x5.5cm (4x2%4in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

Tip

o Many stitchers find
; gold-plated tapestry
| : > dose-un ( needles are easier to

. Ing cl P ( use and last longer
' 0 ‘ than standard
| desic e more likelv to p needles

5 0 O VO |

| O leave 9

' e . e “Why notadd

) e < P BRSERE LT L 2
W A4 a0 your own glitz
| REBec 8 to these winter

Wk - {'{ ¢ ; irt
) B b B warmers by
NS SN stitching the

W R (s el snowflakes in
bt g -‘P‘ | . .
) SRR (it “3  silver metallic

) R 48 thread and the

- words in red?”
e e Fiona Baker,
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Christmas
classics

Vibrant floral greetings create an instant
festive feel when put on display. Stitch
them for fans of a traditional Christmas

long-standing the branches. She’s steered

icon of Christmas, clear of fractional stitches to

the poinsettia is make her designs easy enough
depicted beautifully in this for any stitcher to complete,
set of sophisticated designs. but added some backstitch for
The bright red flowers look extra detail. The three designs
striking enough on their own, without greetings would look
but Durene has made them superb mounted inside mini
even more stunning with the picture frames, to give away as
addition of decorative baubles  gifts or decorate your home at
in jewel tones, hanging from Christmas time.
You will need
Threads: Stranded cotton, as Iist_gq in the__“lgey IIIIIIIIIIII
Needle: Size 24 tapestry needle Stitching time:
..................................... OurS ac_!lm
Fabric: 14-count white aida measuring 15x15cm (6x6in) for each Type of stitches:
of the designs Cross stitch, backstitch

Level: Beginners

Extras: Single-fold deckle-edge cards in white and backing papers
of your choice from local craft shops
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Stitch
classic
Christmas
designs
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Loved ones who enjoy the
traditional side of Yuletide will
adore these festive cards
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“We love pairing these Christmas classics
with on-trend patterned papers. Choose
small prints and layer them onto the

card blank first before patching the

square of stitching on top of that”
Heather Nugent, charting assistant

20 10 10 20
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Vs 1 i [ N/ | 8 S| back of stitching, they can show through
i i i I to the front. For this reason, make sure
EEIL that you don't carry threads across the
(NN EEEFFEEEL back of your fabric, particularly when
: ' EEEEL you're working the green foliage and red
Th i I wording in backstitch.
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Stitching ideas
If you know a green-fingered gardener, why not present
them with one of these stitched designs and a real
poinsettia plant in a pot with a ribbon round it?
20
10
=
know-how
When stitching the
10 backstitch for the green
fronds, use short lengths
of thread then let your
needle dangle down
20 to allow the thread to

untwist for neat stitches.
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Christmas

20 10 20
| 1 Poinsettia and baubles key
20 LT % Cross stitch in two strands
AN _ ! DMC | Anchor | Madeira
H G L e [ 208 | 99 | 804 | darklilac
; T a 1 | 209 98 803 | lilac
4l T a 321 9046 510 | darkred
e TS T © | 351 | 10 | 214 | coral
>"‘ "4 8 I % EESE N 436 1045 2011 | tan
1T ?; i el I I I O - : o 437 362 2012 | light tan
:?' AN - - 445 288 103 light yellow
do b Ry T @ 666 6 210 | red
NN ; ENES Q 726 295 109 | yellow
C T[1]1 e[S , e 728 307 107 | darkyellow
aE HIRITIRE: ! DAl 3821 305 2510 | straw
N L . ‘i‘ AEAES 73 " C 3844 | 1089 1102 | dark turquoise
10 et ] - K | 3846 | 1090 | 1103 | turquoise
] |1 i 111K 1 Y. % Backstitch in one strand
R[SIuad L 51113 &4 ’ﬁm 7. amm — T 321 | 9046 | 510 | darkred
] — | 838 380 2005 | brown
% AONNCE T e e e | — | 909 230 1303 | green
MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 48 high x 49 wide
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - 9x9cm
(3%2x3%2in)
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

“No matter how organised we are at
Christmas there always seems to be one
card we forget! Stitch a spare so you

have one to hand when you need it.”

Heather Nugent, charting assistant
20

20

o
Tip

Pull out one strand at
a time from a skein of
thread - if you try to
pull more you may end
upina tangle

Finishing touches

Patch your finished stitching onto
pretty backing papers. You'll find a
great range of downloadable PDFs at
www.gathered.how
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Calling all puzzle fans!

A collection of 180 brain teasers designed to test your
knowledge and get your mental gears turning

“on
SALE
NOW!

\ JUST£9.99* /:
inc free UK P&P

Ao . WHAT'S INSIDE!

TEA BREAK ~ % Crosswords, sudoku,
wordsearches and more

¥ Features looking at the
history of puzzles

¥ Answers for EVERY
puzzle included

SPOT THE FASCINATING ALL ANSWERS
DIFFERENCE FEATURES Bl IN MAGAZINE

.F.,?,‘
a%g Order your copy today!

ORDE\'} ORDER ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/puzzle
TOD OR CALL 03330162 138+ and quote ‘Puzzle Print 1

+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting O1 or 02) and are included. as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays
9am to 5pm for orders and enquiries. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. Price. EUR price £11.99, ROW price £12.99. All prices include P&P. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability.
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Beginner's quide

Your materials

With just a few essentials, you'll be
all set to stitch straightaway. ..

Fabrics

You'll need either aida or evenweave for your design:

Aida

Great for: Beginners, as it has regular woven blocks and
obvious holes. Aida is stiffer than evenweave so keeps
its shape better. 14-count is the most common.

Bad for: Fractional stitches. If you stitch a design with
fractional stitches on aida, you'll have to make an extra
hole in the fabric, using a sharp needle.

Evenweave

Great for: Fractional stitches and a neat finish. This fabric
is softer than aida, with a finer weave and more threads
per inch — 28-count is the most common. On evenweave,
you work a cross stitch over two threads of the fabric, so
you have a central hole spare for your fractional stitches.
Bad for: Beginners. It's best to start on aida and work up
to evenweave when you're confident.

Aida (left) is stiffer than
evenweave (below), and
has more obvious holes

Stranded cotton

This coloured thread comes in 8m skeins
and can be divided into six strands.
Usually, you use two strands together for
cross stitch, and one strand on its own for
backstitch. There are three main brands

of stranded cotton — DMC, Anchor and
Madeira - all of which are smooth and easy
to stitch with, and also colourfast to 95°C.
Cheaper brands are available, but these will
be less durable and may not be colourfast.

Tapestry needle Aida Evenweave
6-count
8-count
11-count 22, 25 & 27-count
14-count 28-count
16-count 32-count*
18-count 36 & 55-count

v v
8% 20 FIEN 24 N6 28

*Also includes 22-count Hardanger

With technical editor,
Fiona Baker

Choose your project...

Make sure you choose the right level for you — you'll find this
information in the Factbox on each of our projects. Absolute

beginners should choose a design without fractional stitches.

Buy your materials...

The You Will Need list on each project will tell you what size
and type of fabric you need, and also which needle to use
(see the table below for more information on needle sizes).
You'll find details of the threads you need in the key.

Get ready...

We recommend always starting from the middle of the
design. Follow the two heavy 0’ gridlines on the chart and
find a symbol near the centre. Look for this symbol on the key
for the colour of thread you need, plus the number of strands.
Thread your needle with this colour.

Get set...

Fold your fabric n half horizontally and vertically to find
the centre of that as well. The folds will make a cross, which
corresponds to the cross at the centre of your chart.

Get stitching!

Make your first stitch. Leave a thread tail of 4cm (2in) on the
back of the fabric, and catch it under your stitches to secure
it. We recommend finishing all the cross stitch in your design
before you work the backstitch or add any French knots. Have
alook at the diagrams opposite to see how to tackle all of
these stitches.

Needles

Tapestry needles are blunt-ended
so that they can pass easily
between the threads of the aida
and evenweave. They come in
various thicknesses, which are
suitable for certain fabrics. Refer
to the chart on the right to work
out which needle to choose.
When stitching fractionals on
aida (see far right), a sharp-ended
embroidery needle can be used
to split the fabric blocks.



with our charts

Our charts make it easy to see the
different stitches in our designs. ..

ifi1] Cross stitch

L1 Bring your needle
up at the bottom left
corner and down in the

° 10
How to stitc T
x| x| x| x| x[x oL % x]x[x[x
x| x| x| %L ! X[ x
X| X X| %
x| x + 4| +[+ x| x
x| 4+ (i o X
x| | (V[ X
- o -
O O
Ol »[0 [0][0]
S [*) IBECR
x| ] . x
Use to add detail XX ; XX
x| x| x[X <] x[x]x
to a design. Bring your x| x [N | LAY xIx] X[ x[x
needle up at (1), down 10 . -
at (2), up at (3), back

top right. Then bring it
up in the bottom right
corner and down in the
top left.

down at (1) and so on,

following the line of

backstitch on the chart. iﬁa@ French knots
_ _ P10l Bring the needle up

through the fabric. Holding
the thread taut in one hand,
wrap the needle around the
thread twice. Still keeping the
thread taut, push the needle
back down into the fabric,
close to where it came out.
Pull gently until a knot forms.

How to read our keys

Large symbols and clear information Number of strands
make our keys easy to use... U R

The symbols

Starting at the centre
of your chart, find

an area marked

with a particular
symbol. Next, find
the corresponding
symbol on the key.
Move across the
columns to the right
of the symbol, to find
out which thread
you need to stitch
this area.

Backstitch and

French knots
Backstitch and French
knots are listed under
the cross stitch. The
amount of thread
you need to work
these often varies, so
make sure you check
how many strands of
thread are specified in
the key.

stitch you need to work
and in how many strands.

| love cross stitch card key

o Thread brands
Cross stitch in two strands T g
* DMC | Anchor | Madeira thread manufacturers.
: The columns below the
- e ) 20 pink headings list the thread
» 743 302 13 | yellow codes you'll need to
964 185 1112 | seagreen ;’fitCh y0l:f dESiQIJ(n- For
est results, stick to one
- 3801 1098 A red manufacturer for the
¥ Backstitch in one strand whole of a design.
L — | 321 9046 510 dark red
— | 3812 | 188 | 2706 | emeraldgreen
X Frenchknotsinonestrand _———
“e | 321 | 90 510 | darkred Stitch count
| | .‘.M [ The stitch count tells you
STITCH COUNT 20 high x 18 wide how big your finished
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) - design will be in stitches.
¢ 3.5%3.5cm (1%2x1%in)
This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton
Design area

This tells you what

size your design will be
on a particular fabric.
HPI stands for ‘holes
per inch’

Fractional
stitches

Fractionals allow you
to create round edges

Quarter
The chart shows which comer the
fractional stitch occupies. Bring the

needle up in that corner and take it down in the
centre of the square, halfway across the diagonal
(diagram 1).

Three-quarters

Following on from the quarter

stitch, make a half stitch across
the other diagonal of the square, from corner

to corner (diagram 2). Take care because
three-quarter stitches can face in any direction.

Two symbols
.ﬂ_ When two symbols share a square,
work a fractional in each colour -

a three-quarter stitch in the main colour and
a quarter stitch in the background colour
(diagram 3).

w—8 Back-to-back
W If you want to draw a strong
outline, work a three-quarter

stitch in each colour and stitch them
back-to-back. Make sure that the two half
stitches lie neatly parallel to each other.

Aida Tip
You'll need a sharp needle to pierce

the fabric block when stitching
fractionals on aida

SCAN HERE...

-

FOR MORE TIPS
AND TUTORIALS!
Scan this QR code with your
phone or tablet camera or via
a QR code reader app.

Ultimate Cards 131



Naw homa

Naw
school

i

Stitch a card with love & best wishes

Ultimate Cross Stitch Cards is a fantastic collection of all the cards you'll ever want to stitch,
whatever the occasion. Complete with inspiring photography and refreshingly clear charts
and keys, this collection is brought to you by your favourite cross stitch designers.

There are 205 designs inside that you can stitch as cards to celebrate birthdays, a wedding or a new baby. We've thought of

every occasion, with cards for mum and dad, get well greetings and kids' birthdays. Plus, Valentine’s Day, Easter and Christmas
are all included. From jungle party animals and lovebirds to hot air balloons they're all designs you'll love to stitch.

Brought to you by the makers of

FOSS

The world’s best cross stitch designers

sk Durene Jones # Lucie Heaton % Lesley Teare # Jenny Barton # Jane Henderson
% Rhona Norrie % Susan Bates * Maria Diaz % Debra Page




