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Whether you need new systems, are looking for 

an innovative approach, or want help navigating 

the ever-changing licensing landscape, count on 

GovConnection to transform your IT lifecycle 

requirements into reality.

GovConnection’s experts can help you discern your 
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solutions to complex challenges, and deliver the 

products, services, and guidance you need to realize 

your goals.  
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Past the 
Politics

L
ately, it seems I have been confusing and disturbing friends 
and colleagues from across the political spectrum. my 
general support for the charter school movement and 
the principles behind the common core initiatives draw 
ire from those on the left, while my usual skepticism 
of corporate “interests” in education via e-rate and 

assessment dollars brings smirks from those on the right.
I must admit to enjoying the disruption. the issues are thorny 

and complex and I have the luxury to avoid particulars. many 
of our contributors this month don’t have it so easy. ronald s. 

chandler, chief Information officer, and dr. themistocles sparangis, chief technology director, 
It customer services for Los angeles unified school district, detail their progress in rolling 
out the largest 1:1 initiative ever attempted (Beyond the software, p. 34). you can also watch the 
archived panel discussion they held at our most 
recent techforum event here: www.livestream.
com/techlearning. connie White, director of 
technology & Learning, Lakeview academy, 
Gainesville, Ga, lays out some of the professional 
development strategies she uses for not only 
students, but faculty and parents, when it comes 
to the acceptable use of devices in her school (X:1 
How to manage a multitude of mobile devices, 
p. 38).

I feel all of our contributing educators this 
month did a great job of distilling these issues 
to focus on what I believe Tech & Learning does 
best—share tools and ideas for edtech leaders. 
We’ll leave the politics to others. of course, all of 
these topics are being hashed out online daily at 
techlearning.com. come and share your opinions. 

i must admit to 
enjoying the 
disruption. the 
issues are thorny 
and complex and i 
have the luxury to 
avoid particulars. 
many of our 
contributors 
this month don’t 
have it so easy.

— Kevin Hogan  
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Thiele, Özge Karaoğlu, Kevin Jarrett, Kyle Pace, Steven W. 
Anderson, Silvia Rosenthal Tolisano, Vicki Windman, David 

Kapuler, Jenith Mishne, Joyce Valenza

TECHLEARNING.COM
Assistant Web Editor: Diana Restifo  

ADvERTIsING sALEs
East Coast Sales Manager: Caliann Mitoulis   
cmitoulis@nbmedia.com; (215) 370-5813

Business Development Manager: Katie Sullivan   
ksullivan@nbmedia.com

MARkETING AND EvENTs
Marketing Manager: Jared Stearns  jstearns@nbmedia.com
Director of Events: Diana Milbert  diana@dmeventspro.com

Production Manager: Nicole Spell  nspell@nbmedia.com

CIRCULATION
Group Director, Audience Development:  
Meg Estevez  mestevez@nbmedia.com

LIsT RENTAL
(914) 925-2449; danny.grubert@lakegroupmedia.com

REpRINTs AND pERMIssIONs
Wright’s Media: newbay@wrightsmedia.com; (877) 652-5295

EDITORIAL AND ADvERTIsING OFFICEs
28 East 28th Street, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10016 

Phone: (212) 378-0400; Fax: (650) 238-0263
For general editorial correspondence:  
techlearning_editors@nbmedia.com

NEwBAy MEDIA LLC—CORpORATE
President & CEO: Steve Palm

Chief Financial Officer: Paul Mastronardi
Vice President of Production & Manufacturing:  

Bill Amstutz  bamstutz@nbmedia.com
Vice President of Digital Media: Joe Ferrick
Vice President of Audience Development:  
Denise Robbins  drobbins@nbmedia.com

Vice President of Content & Marketing: Anthony Savona 

NEwBAy MEDIA k-12 EDUCATION GROUp
Executive Vice President/Group Publisher: Adam Goldstein 

Publisher: Allison Knapp 
Editorial Director: Kevin Hogan 

Online Production Manager: Rob Granger 
Web Production Specialist: Ashley Vermillion 

Web Director: Ragan Whiteside

sUBsCRIpTION INFORMATION 
$29.95 per year in the U.S. $59.90 for two years. 

$39.95 in Canada and Mexico. $69.95 in all other countries.
To subscribe: (888) 266-5828 or www.techlearning.com 

www.techlearning.com



Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas.

Call for details. Comcast ©2014. All rights reserved.

WHAT GRADE 
WOULD IT GET?

IF YOUR DATA
NETWORK WAS

A STUDENT,

The fact is, many network connections are falling behind. 

Comcast Business, however, offers high-performance  

Ethernet solutions that scale from 1Mbps to 10Gbps. They 

connect your schools for district-wide communication.  

They seamlessly deliver data-intensive content like e-textbooks,  

video, and distance learning. And you’re backed by 24/7/365 

customer service.

BUSINESS.COMCAST.COM/EDUCATION
866-429-2241



8   |   February 2014   |   w w w . t e c h l e a r n i n g . c o m

newsandtRenDs
ThE LATEST NEwS & STATS AFFECTINg ThE K-12 EdTECh COMMUNITY

newsandtRenDs
ThE LATEST NEwS & STATS AFFECTINg ThE K-12 EdTECh COMMUNITY

Blog BitS 

Many of us have not accepted that 
much of what we value and believe 
about teaching has already been 
replaced by technology. 
—Chad evans

The art of tweeting as I’ve come 
to experience it ultimately means 
getting others to notice what you 
have to say. There’s no room for the 
long-winded. 
—J. robinson

Standards alone, even if they are 
rigorous, do not guarantee rigor in 
the classroom. Your instructional 
practices, or how you implement 
standards, are just as critical as 
the curriculum. 
—Barbara Blackburn

@gcouros: Teachers using Twitter 
as their superpower via @
SalimaHudani: http:// huff.
to/1chfaap 

@justintarte: Great schools treat a 
parent walking through the front 
doors just like they would the 
district superintendent. 

@pasi_sahlberg : Finnish schools 
are having a chairless January. 
National campaign encourages 
teachers to find new ways to avoid 
seat work. Move to think.

toP 
tweetS

1   Top 100 Sites and Apps of 
2013 
David Kapuler cites digital 
storytelling as one of the 
most prominent themes 
in this year’s list.

2   Awards of Excellence 2013: 
Best New Hardware 
Tech & Learning’s picks for the 
best hardware of the year. 

3   Digital reader is an 
Excellent Classroom Tool 
This “app of the day” is 
ideal for collaborative, 
customizable digital reading 
for all subject areas. 

4   Top 10 Sites for Creating a 
Chart or Graph 
These sites are ideal for 
creating a chart or graph. 

5   There’s an App for That 
Vicki Windman lists apps 
that align to Common 
Core State Standards. 

6   Top 50 Math Sites and 
Apps 
David Kapuler lists his favorite 
apps and sites for math. 

7   Free Web Sites to Help 
Meet the Common Core 
Standards 
Vicki Windman’s 
recommendations for teachers 
who want to use resources with 
an interactive whiteboard.

8   10 Things School Leaders 
Do to Kill a Teacher’s 
Enthusiasm for Technology 
J. Robinson lists ten things 
a school leader can do (or 
not do) to quash teacher 
enthusiasm for using 
technology in their classrooms.

9   Flipping Your Faculty 
Meetings 
Based on the popular flipped 
classroom concept, Nancy 
Caramanico discusses ways 
to flip your faculty meeting. 

10   Google Cultural Institute: 
Eiffel Tower 
Visit Paris on this virtual tour. 

top10
wEB STORIES

From techlearning.com
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Enter the exciting world of live television production with the new ATEM Television 
Studio! Simply plug in up to 8 cameras with HDMI or SDI connections and ATEM will 
re-sync the video and allow transitions, effects, graphics, animations, chroma keying, all 
completely live, and at the push of a button! Unlike editing software, live production is 
the most exciting, lowest cost, and fastest way to generate professional programs. You 
can even broadcast live to your audience and over the internet!

Live Creative Power

ATEM Television Studio operates as a professional M/E style switcher, 
so you can take your skills into any broadcast TV station! You get the 
most creative solution for live switching, with cut, mix, wipe, dip and 
more! You can even load graphics directly from Adobe Photoshop 

into the 2 built in media players for live keying! 

Incredible Features

Only ATEM includes upstream chroma key for green and blue 
screen shooting. You also get pattern, shaped and linear keying, 
2 downstream keyers, 2 built in media players and more! The built 
in multi view allows all cameras, preview and program to be viewed 

on a single SDI or HDMI monitor or television, so ATEM is perfect for portable location 
use! Now you can cover any live event, anywhere!

More Connections and H.264

ATEM Television Studio includes loads of SDI and HDMI 
connections for professional SDI cameras or HDMI consumer 
cameras! All inputs feature re-sync so you can plug in anything! 

You also get SDI and HDMI outputs, plus built in H.264 encoding for generating 
fi les for the internet, iPhone, iPad and more! Imagine live production direct to H.264 
QuickTime fi les for instant viewing!

Built to Perform 

ATEM uses a familiar M/E style of operation so you get an instantly 
familiar workfl ow that’s fast and easy to use. ATEM includes a software 
based control panel for Mac and Windows! If you need a hardware 
control panel then simply add the ATEM 1 M/E Broadcast Panel 

for a true broadcast grade solution. Thousands of ATEM switchers are used today for 
live broadcast events such as sports, music festivals, drama, reality TV and much more!

Learn more today at www.blackmagicdesign.com/atemtelevisionstudio

ATEM Television Studio 
$995

HDMI inputs let you plug 
in HD video cameras or 
computers for slide shows!

Rack mount design 
lets you install into road 
cases for portability.

Consumer cameras are 
low cost and give you full 
1080HD video! Imagine 
your event in full HD!

Includes control software 
for Mac and PC plus 
Photoshop plug ins for 
direct graphic downloads.

You can even plug in 
broadcast cameras using 
the SD/HD-SDI inputs.

Ethernet lets you plug direct 
to your computer for control 
and uploading graphics.

See all your cameras and 
program video output 
using a single TV with 
the built in multi view.

USB 2.0 connection lets you record 
direct to H.264 fi les for iPhone, iPad 
and web. Includes Media Express.

SDI and HDMI program outputs 
for sending your live program 
feed to your audience!

FREE UPDATE

NOW WITH
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NEwS ANd TRENdS

REaDER sURvEy
PIsa resulTs: are They 
Good, bad or IrrelevanT?

I agree with Secretary Duncan 
that they are a sign that our 
standards are too low and we 
still have a long way to go. 
23%

I agree with Diane Ravitch that 
the scores are predictable and 
irrelevant and we need to focus on 
the things that can’t be tested. 
62%

I disagree with both of them 
and think there’s something 
entirely di�erent to be learned 
from the results. 
15%

r e a d  m o r e  at  h t t P : // i c t e va n g e l i S t. co m
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sITe We  
lIke
INtermath.coe.uga.edu/
topIcs/geometry/ 
homepg.htm 

This site was developed at 
the University of Georgia 
to support middle school 
math teachers. 

SOURCE: K12BLUEPRINT.COM

TEacHEr cOnfidEncE in 
USE Of TEcHnOlOgy
Mark Anderson of the ICT Evangelist blog wrote recently that one of his favorite ways 
to support colleagues is through the use of Digital Leaders. He writes that their non-
confrontational and supportive training is the perfect recipe for helping educators. In 
researching these conclusions, he came across a piece of writing by Mandinach & Cline in 
which  they talked about various stages of confidence related to technology and turned it into 
the following flow chart:



w: www.netsupportschool.com | e: education@netsupport-inc.com | t: 1-888-665-0808 (Toll Free)

Classroom technology is evolving ... but is your classroom management software 
keeping pace?

Equipping your IT labs with the latest technology is one thing; ensuring teachers have the tools to effectively 
support and manage students in today’s multi-platform learning environments can be quite another.    

With NetSupport’s award-winning classroom management software, a host of monitoring, instruction, and 
assessment tools combines with support for Windows (including Windows 8), Google Chromebooks, iOS/
Android tablets and Mac and Linux desktops to deliver the answers to all your classroom challenges. And with 
our free-to-download tablet and smartphone version for teachers, you can even manage your NetSupport-
managed classroom on the move.

Learn more and download a free classroom trial at www.netsupportschool.com

NetSupport School
Classroom Management for 
Windows, Mac, Linux, Chrome OS, 
iOS and Android

Complete Classroom Management
for Windows and beyond

Tablet and Smartphone
versions for teachers

Multi-platform support for
Win, Mac, and Linux classrooms

Classroom management now includes support for  
Chromebooks and iOS/Android tablets

Monitor entire classroom - Remote control students - Block internet  
Surveys - Send messages - Broadcast teacher’s screen - Class registration

Including support for
iOS/Android tablets
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NEwS ANd TRENdS

Search for America’s 2014 Top Young Scientist
Discovery Education and 3M 
announce the opening of the 
16th annual Discovery Education 
3M Young Scientist Challenge 
for students in grades 5-8. 
Encouraging students to share 
their passion for science, 
the Discovery Education 3M 
Young Scientist Challenge asks 
students to create a one to two-
minute video communicating 
the science behind a possible 
solution to an everyday problem. 
Through the Challenge, students 
have the opportunity to compete for $25,000 and the title of 
“America’s Top Young Scientist.”

Deadline: April 22, 2014

Details: www.youngscientistchallenge.com

Win a Wireless Lab 
CDW-G and Discovery Education 
announced the launch of the 
12th annual Win a Wireless Lab 
Sweepstakes program. The 2014 
Win a Wireless Lab Sweepstakes will 
award two schools $45,000 each in 
technology grants, including on-site 
professional development from 
CDW-G and Discovery Education and 

a $5,000 Discovery Education digital media reward. U.S. public 
and private school employees are eligible to enter the sweepstakes 
once a day or increase their daily entries via Twitter at  
@WinWirelessLab. CDW-G and Discovery Education will also 
award technology prizes to 16 weekly winners. Winners will be 
selected at random from each week’s entries.

Deadline: May 1, 2014

Details: www.winawirelesslab.com

Social Media Survey Shows Teachers Still 
Concerned
A new national survey from 
University of Phoenix College 
of Education suggests K-12 
teachers remain unclear about 
how to integrate social media 
into the classroom. Here are 
some of the key findings:

* Eighty percent of K-12 teachers worry about using social media 
with students and parents.

* More than a third who use social media have experienced issues 
with students and/or parents attempting to connect with them 
via social media.

* Only 17% of K-12 teachers encourage their students to connect 
with them via social media, and only 18% have integrated it into 
their classrooms.

* Less than one-third of teachers have received training on how 
to use social media to connect with their students, or as an 
educational tool. 

granTS & cOnTESTS 

ToP aPPs 
for 
TeachInG

Reflex: Math Fact Fluency BioDigital HumanFaces iMake 
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Peyton Robertson, america’s 2013 
Top young scientist, presents his final 
project at the Discovery Education 3M 
young scientist Challenge final event at 
the 3M headquarters in st. Paul, Minn.



Vernier Software & Technology  |  www.vernier.com  |  888-VERNIER (888-837-6437)
Find us on Twitter 
and Facebook

“Vernier’s Video Physics app for the iPad is a great way 
to not only show students how a physical phenomenon 
occurs, but help them graph it as well.” - Brian Nadel, 

Scholastic Tech Tools, July 2011

Video Physics
for iOS

Video analysis of an accelerating Segway®

“As a teacher, I love the fact that students get their 
own personal copy of experiment data to analyze 
and annotate. Using Vernier technology with mobile 
devices, students can work either in lab teams or 
individually, but the most critical part, the analysis, is 
the responsibility of the student.“ - Coleen Swihart, Middle 

School Science Teacher, Health & Science School, Beaverton, OR

Graphical Analysis™

for iOS and Android

Motion data for a tossed ball

Power Up Your Tablets with
Vernier Data-Collection Apps
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By peter Griffiths

T
he Bretford 36-unit mdm 
charging cart is designed for 
tablets as well as chromebook 
and ultrabook computers.

Quality and Effectiveness: 
the charging cart comes 

preassembled. When we received it, we 
only had to readjust the separators that fell 
off during delivery. the reviewer used the 
cart for eight laptops (15.6” screens) and 
six chromebooks (11.6” screens), but the 
cart has enough slots for 36 devices. the 
cart can accommodate device sizes ranging 
from large-screen laptops to smaller 
tablets. 

Ease of Use: users can easily fit all of the cords and 
chargers into the back of the cart and thread the cords 
through the holes to charge up devices. It is very 
simple to pull a device out of the cart and place it 
back after use. 

Creative Use of Technology: this charging 
cart is perfect for campuses that have multiple 
devices, such as dell laptops, ipads, ipad minis, 

chromebooks, tablets, or e-readers. our curriculum 
department was able to secure the computers by 

locking them up and could easily roll the cart to other 
parts of the building without damaging the devices. 

Suitability for Use in a School Environment: the fact that this 
cart can charge many kinds of devices makes it perfect for Byod and 
multiple-device environments. this cart could even eliminate the 
need for a computer lab since it can hold up to 36 devices, which frees 
up space and funds.

BreTford 36-UniT MdM CarT
www.bretford.com n Retail Price: Contact Bretford for pricing details at 800-521-9614

toP featureS
•	holds up to 36 devices

•	allows for ease of mobility and security for devices

•	allows greater teacher involvement by allowing teachers to bring their 
devices to their classrooms rather than taking the students to a computer lab.  

•	the Power Manager is designed to charge a full cart of laptops using only one 
wall outlet. the system constantly re-evaluates the demand for power and 
concentrates on the devices that need it the most, adding power strips as 
battery demand drops, until all devices are charging simultaneously. 

FOR MORE OF ThE LATEST PROdUCT RELEASES, vISIT US ONLINE AT TechlearNiNg.com.

PRoDUctReViews
Tech & Learning EdITORS TAKE SOME NEw PROdUCTS FOR A TEST dRIvE

OVERALL RATING:  
This cart can be 

helpful for both district 
training and classroom 

environments. The cart’s 
durability and mobility make 

it ideal for today’s dual-use 
training/classroom spaces. 
The cart is a great solution 

for multiple-device 
environments. 
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PROdUCT REvIEwS

By shannon mersand

o
dysseyware provides course 
materials and a learning 
management system to deliver 
courses to students in grades 3-12. 
Instructors can select courses to 
supplement the regular classroom, 

or for credit recovery or advancement. for many 
courses, instructors can choose which parts of the 
course materials to include and add customized 
assignments. they also offer common core 
assessment and remediation modules for grades 
K-8 in math and english Language arts.

Quality and Effectiveness: odysseyware offers over 160 courses at 
various grade levels in multiple subject areas. courses include core 
subjects such as math, science, history, and english Language arts as 
well as cte courses, electives, common core assessment readiness, 
advanced placement, and Ged prep. odysseyware translates 
materials into nine languages and offers text-to-speech software right 
in the course interface. course materials are updated frequently and 

updates are immediately pushed 
to the user as it is a Web-based 
interface. the pre-built, well-
designed curriculum makes this 
product a perfect solution for 
schools and individual teachers.

Ease of Use: the software is relatively self-explanatory and anyone 
with prior experience with technology should have no problems 
navigating. for users who are less tech savvy, support materials are 
abundant and clear. Because the software is Web-based, there are no 
servers or maintenance issues to worry about on the user end. you 
do, however, need to ensure that the latest version of adobe flash is 
installed on any machines using odysseyware.

Creative Use of Technology: odysseyware offers 
curriculum maps for its courses that tie directly to the 
ccss, so teachers will know which standards are being 
met with the curriculum assigned. some courses appear to 
be very text-dependent and may be intimidating for some 
students. Games and simulations at the lower level are 
appropriate to reinforce the text from the lessons. most 
assessments are self-graded and tracked by the program.

Suitability for Use in a School Environment: 
odysseyware can easily be incorporated into existing 
curriculum as a supplement for re-teaching or as an 
enhancement for more advanced students. With the 
variety of courses available, schools can offer electives that 
were previously unavailable to students, and teachers can 
incorporate new materials into their classrooms. With very 
basic training for teachers and students, odysseyware can 
be up and running in a school in a few short days.

odysseyware 
www.odysseyware.com n Retail Price: Contact company for pricing. 

toP featureS
•	Flexibility: with the option of using all or part of each course, 

teachers are able to build courses that meet the needs of their 
classrooms and their students.

•	differentiation: the translation and text-to-speech features of 
odysseyware make differentiation and learning style preferences 
easy to accommodate.

•	alignment: the CCSS curriculum maps make it easy for teachers 
to use odysseyware to supplement their course materials in areas 
for which their students may need support or enrichment.

OVERALL RATING:  
Odysseyware may well 

be the answer many districts 
are looking for as they seek to 

incorporate blended and online 
learning into the curriculum. With 
flexibility in use for re-teaching or 
enrichment, Odysseyware offers 
solutions for many schools that 

struggle to meet the needs of 
their students.



A new era in classroom amplification
Phonak Dynamic SoundField offers all the benefits of classroom amplification, such as improved student 
attention and better teacher vocal health, without any of its traditional problems. Its cutting-edge sound 
performance is designed to ensure there are no distracting echoes or feedback, while its three transmission 
modes allows every student access to the speaker, whether they have normal or impaired hearing. Best of all, 
Dynamic SoundField is simple to use; its single loudspeaker removes installation  headaches and its automated 
settings simplify the teacher’s job.

www.DynamicSoundField.com
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By maryann Karre

B
ritannica’s pathways: science is an online, interactive 
approach to teaching the scientific method in grades 6, 
7, and 8 with a framework that is ideal for project-based 
learning, teacher-led instruction, and stem programs.

Quality and Effectiveness: created with the goal of 
targeting common scientific misconceptions among 

middle school students, Britannica’s pathways: science is a lesson 
package for teaching life, physical, earth, and space science. rather 
than just presenting scientific facts like a basic encyclopedia, 
pathways guides students through a method of inquiry from the 
essential question to hypothesis to information gathering and finally 
to an evidence-based conclusion, which enables students to learn as 
they conduct research. students are shown how to reach conclusions 
by comparing and contrasting information, determining central ideas, 
evaluating arguments, and analyzing evidence. the user can then view 
or print the completed lesson responses and notes. 

Ease of Use: since this is a Web-based program, installation is 
a matter of buying the service and ensuring all computers are 
equipped with proper supporting programs, Internet connections, 
and settings. as teachers and students begin to learn with pathways: 
science, obvious and intuitive navigation instructions and lots of 
support materials make this an easy program to use. there is a 
teacher dashboard, which outlines various sample implementation 
models, helps guide instruction, explains the teaching philosophy 

that is supported, and indexes lessons by the state standards. these 
resources are also available and printable through a teacher notes 
link in the “Investigate” portion of a lesson, along with a detailed 
description of the resources presented. 

Creative Use of Technology: pathways: science is easy to use. 
there’s no limit on the number of simultaneous users, and the 
program is fully compatible with technologies such as interactive 
whiteboards and virtual learning platforms. It also works equally well 
on pcs, macs, ipads, and other Internet-compatible devices. this 
makes the homework and preparation for flipped lessons much easier, 
and it allows teachers to more easily plan for whole-group, small-

group, and individual learning. 

Suitability for Use in a School Environment: a wide variety 
of resources is presented, which allows students to choose their 
preferred format and  addresses many different learning styles. 
the modules engage students through inquiry-based learning. 
this method helps them learn to form hypotheses, test their 
ideas, evaluate data, and reach informed conclusions. teachers 
can track students’ progress and allow them to restart a lesson. 
the material and research method support the common core 
standards, foster reading in the content areas, and encourage 
students to drive their own learning. 

PROdUCT REvIEwS

BriTanniCa PaThways: sCienCe 
http://info.eb.com n  Price: A subscription for Britannica Pathways: Science is determined by number and nature of access. Contact sales for specifics.

toP featureS
•	with nearly 100 lessons tied to the Common Core and Science curricula, Pathways: Science 

uses a consistent Predict-Investigate-Conclude process that teaches inquiry-based learning, 
critical thinking, and conceptual change, while presenting a wide variety of quality resources 
from the Britannica online School edition. 

•	a simple teacher dashboard makes it easy to manage classes, track student progress, search 
for lessons by standards, and implement effective inquiry-based lessons. 

•	Since it is web-based and equally effective on any Internet-ready device, Pathways: Science 
can be accessed from school, home, or anywhere that the Internet is available, making it ideal 
for Byod programs and flipped learning situations. 
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the new library

Today’s students demand choices, requiring libraries to offer a range of spaces to support 

the many ways they learn. Steelcase works with the world’s leading educational institutions 
to create multipurpose, high-performance destinations for all of the places learning happens.

Find out more at steelcase.com/libraries

©2013 Steelcase Inc. All rights reserved. Trademarks used herein are the property of Steelcase Inc. or of their respective owners.



Lenovo recommends Windows 8.

THINKPAD® X131e

LENOVO EDUCATION SERIES

Tough on the outside. Intelligent on the 
inside. From the physical school to the virtual 
classroom, the ThinkPad® X131e, powered 
by Intel® Core™ i3 processor, is designed to 
empower today’s digital learning environment. 

Shock-resistant and reinforced with more 
durable hinges, rubber bumpers, and stronger 
USB ports, it can handle all the wear and tear 
infl icted by students. Boot it up and quickly 
discover a machine tailor-made for a 1:1 
learning environment: fast, customizable, and 
enhanced with digital learning tools such as 
Skype, Kindle for PC and more.

LEARNING.

BUILT FOR

ALL DAY RELIABILITY.
The ThinkPad X131e can go for up to 8.5 hours on a single 
charge. Students can boot it up in homeroom and rest assured 
that it will perform throughout the entire day. At just 3.9 
lbs., it’s equivalent to a textbook in a backpack. With anytime, 
anywhere access to digital tools, students and teachers can 
leverage technology to improve learning outcomes. 

BUILT TOUGH. 
This machine is designed to withstand wear and tear infl icted 
by even the toughest students. An Active Protection System™ 
protects the hard drive in an accidental fall. Rubber bumpers 
safeguard against nicks and bumps. In addition, a spill-
resistant keyboard can handle milk or water with ease.

CUSTOMIZABLE FOR SCHOOLS.
Schools can take advantage of optional features that allow you to 
customize your machine with unique colors, asset tags and BIOS 
modifi cations. Asset Tagging helps lost laptops quickly fi nd their way 
home, reducing potential downtime and maximizing student learning.

TRUE 1:1 LEARNING.
Lenovo is working to provide the digital foundation needed for 1:1 
eLearning. Tools and applications, including soft ware featured in the 
Intel® Education Series, help students learn, improve teacher usability, 
and help parents monitor student activity. Plus Stoneware® provides 
secure and shared access to coursework, research and papers.

Lenovo reserves the right to alter product offerings and specifi cations at any time without notice. Models pictured are for illustration purposes only. Lenovo is not responsible for photographic or 
typographic errors. The following are registered trademarks of Lenovo: Lenovo, the Lenovo logo, For Those Who Do logo, and ThinkPad.  Intel, the Intel Logo, Intel Inside, Intel Core, and Core Inside are 
trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and/or other countries. Microsoft and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other countries or both. Other 
company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others. ©2014 Lenovo. All rights reserved.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:
WWW.LENOVO.COM/EDUCATION
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By doug Levin and Geoff fletcher 

T
he race to the top assessment 
program is ambitious and has the 
potential to help make far-reaching 
changes not only in how students are 
assessed, but also in how teachers 
teach and students learn. one 

important feature shared by both the parcc 
and smarter Balanced assessment systems is 
that student assessments will be technology-
driven. about two-thirds of states currently 
deliver one or more state tests via technology. 

for many schools and districts, however, 
the shift to computer-based assessment for 
the majority of students will be new. there are 
compelling advantages to technology-based 
assessment systems, when compared to current 
paper-and-pencil approaches. chief among 
these advantages is the ability to capture more 
robust data about student knowledge, skills, 
and abilities across the full range of content 
standards through interactive items that can 
be reliably scored for a low cost. technology-
based assessment can also ensure that results 
are made available to educators and students 
in time to intervene and adjust instruction for 
students who are having difficulty. additionally, 
technology-based assessments can be a 
marked improvement over paper-based tests 
for ensuring security of both test items and 
student responses. Indeed, if the aim is to 
implement better tests with higher college- and 
career-ready standards, it is sound policy to 
accelerate the trend toward technology-based 
assessments.

yet, in the absence of direct federal support 
for the technology needs of districts and schools 
for the nation’s new assessments, the following 
important questions arise: 

 n can school technology investments 
in etextbooks and digital learning be 
leveraged for assessment? 

 n Will this shift disadvantage students who 
do not have access to technology outside 
of school? 

 n Will schools be able to accommodate 
both instructional and assessment needs 
for  technology? 

 n most significantly, will schools be 
‘technology-ready’ to administer next 
generation  assessments? 

these questions — and particularly the 
last — cannot be answered with a simple yes 
or no for a number of reasons. first, the nation 
lacks comprehensive, actionable data on school 
technology access (this is an issue that the 
parcc consortia are helping to address). 
second, even without high-quality data, it is 
clear there are vast differences among school 
districts across the country in terms of how they 
have deployed technology in the past and how 
they are implementing improvements as an 
engine of school reform.

ccss assessments: 
are you ready?
Will districts be tech ready to administer the nation’s new assessments?
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Edgenuity is award-winning and standards-aligned.

“Among our current EDDIE Awards winners, the most thorough CCSS solutions are offered 

by Edgenuity, and the titles are simply Common Core English Language Arts Grades 6-8 

and Common Core English Language Arts 11.  Both are specifically aligned with Common 

Core Standards at the lesson level, provide high quality instructional videos, appropriate 

and engaging reading selections, and assessments.” - COMPUTED GAZETTE

WhereLearningClicks.com  |  877.7CLICKS

It clicks for Common Core 

“Among our 
current EDDIE 

Awards winners, the 
most thorough CCSS 
solutions are offered 

by Edgenuity.” 
COMPUTED GAZETTE

where learning clicks
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the ability of the nation’s schools to 
administer the next generation of assessments 
hangs in the balance.

Technology for TesTing: 
Device requiremenTs

for the initial year of test implementation, 
the consortia have set a highly flexible— and 
arguably low—bar for the adoption of the 
technology necessary to run the tests. this was 
done to accommodate the range of technology 
currently available in schools and the anticipated 
access students will have to it. 

In general, the consortia have pledged to 
support nearly every major computer operating 
system on the market today in a variety of forms 
(e.g., desktops, laptops, and tablets)—provided 
that the screen size is sufficient and the system 
is able to run peripheral devices that may be 
required. this has required the consortia 
to pay special attention to interoperability, 

T h e  T e c h  D i r e c T o r ’ s  c h e c k l i s T  f o r  c o m m o n 
c o r e  s T a T e  s T a n D a r D s 

by craig WilliamS 

here is a quick checklist for tech directors for assessment testing 

to prepare for the common core State Standards. This list was 

created during my preparation for the Parcc test in illinois, and it 

is by no means exhaustive. The following 12 tips will be helpful as 

you prepare:

1. do you have enough bandwidth to connect to the internet? The Parcc and 

Smarter balance sites have a list of these requirements.

2. do you have enough bandwidth between your schools and the data center?

3. do the computing devices for the test have at minimum 10” screens and key-

boards?

4. do you have headphones for every device you are planning to use?

5. is your state giving all sections of the test on the computer? This will help 

with your capacity planning.

6. how many students in each grade per building will be taking the test?

7. Will your state or district require that all students from a specific grade take 

the test on the same day? This will affect how many computing devices you 

need.

8. does your district want to test all students within a certain time of the day 

(e.g., will everyone be tested before lunch)? This will also affect how many 

computing devices you need.

9. Will your wireless network be able to handle a mass concentration of 

devices (e.g., up to 30 devices) in any room? This assumes that you do not 

have enough lab space to give the test only in the lab.

10. do your students have enough computing skills to ensure that they are 

using their time wisely during the testing period? This may seem 

obvious, but the common core assessments will involve more 

mouse and keyboard skills than previous online tests.

11. Will you have enough tech staff available in each building during 

the testing window to support the test in all locations of the building? 

you will have to work with your administration to decide how many 

techs you will need per testing room. 

12. do your teachers have the training to answer basic computing 

questions on all testing devices? your teachers may be very 

familiar with using some devices, but what about the accessories, 

like headphones, keyboards,  or tablets? if the answer is no, that will be 

two trainings to keep in mind for your teaching staff. 

Craig Williams is Director of Information Services for School District 

U-46 in Elgin, IL. 

Y
E

K
O

R
z

h
/IS

T
O

C
K

P
h

O
T
O

/T
h

IN
K

S
T
O

C
K

ccss assessments



The US Department of Education has invested nearly $400 million in our school systems 
to move current standardized testing to online services in order to accurately and  

ensure accurate testing implementations, but the direction for network preparations 

Read the solution brief “Seven Guidelines to Support Standardized Testing” to learn 
more about preparing your network for online testing.

www.aerohive.com/onlinetesting
Download the Solution Brief:

HIGH-PERFORMANCE WI-FI FOR 
ONLINE TESTING

Aerohive Networks, Inc.
330 Gibraltar Drive

toll free 1-866-918-9918 www.aerohive.com
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security, and accessibility for students with 
special needs. 

moreover, the consortia have pledged 
to support legacy technology that exists in 
schools, some of which is more than a decade 
old. for instance, schools will be permitted to 
use desktop computers and laptops that rely on 
microsoft Windows Xp, even though support 
for Xp (e.g., security patches and updates) will 
cease on april 9, 2014. a primary reason for this 
is that more than half of the computers reported 
in the online parcc-smarter Balanced 
technology readiness tool are running 
Windows Xp. 

the readiness tool, a survey device 
created by pearson under a contract with 
both consortia, with advice from the state 
educational technology directors association, 
contains data on more than six million devices 
in use in american schools as of spring 2013. 
requiring those devices to be upgraded or 
replaced by the 2014-2015 school year would be 
difficult both financially and politically.

diSTricT TimElinES fOr fUlly TEacHing and aSSESSing ccSS
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SOURCE: FOLLETT COMMON CORE REAdINESS STUdY, 
©FOLLETT SChOOL SOLUTIONS 2013, ALL RIghTS RESERvEd. 
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The Uncommon Beauty
of Common Core.
With Odysseyware, common core-aligned assessment and remediation has never been easier to use. 

It quickly identifi es student strengths and weaknesses, then intuitively prescribes necessary instruction.

ODYSSEYWARE.COM
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BeyonD Device Access
With the consortia’s technology readiness 

tool, districts in participating states can 
calculate technology readiness for the new 
assessments based on the following five 
interrelated factors:

 n number of eligible testing devices, 
 n Internet bandwidth to a building, 
 n network connectivity within a building, 
 n the number of students to be tested 

simultaneously, and
 n the length of the test and testing window. 

Within these factors there are a number of 
considerations that warrant special mention. 
they are as follows: 

External and Internal Bandwidth: 
many districts, particularly those in rural areas, 
report they lack adequate bandwidth at schools. 
However, many districts lack the tools and 
sophistication necessary to determine the extent 
of the problem because there are many variables 
that can affect it. Key factors include the age 
of the district’s or school’s servers, the traffic 

TOP 5 criTical cOmmOn cOrE-rElaTEd iSSUES
ranked as 1st or 2nd in importance 

have you developed or are you 
developing rubrics to ascertain 
quality of curriculum and 
instructional materials?

To what degree have you 
completed vertical alignment of 
curriculum (backtracking course 
alignment up and down grades)?

unpacking and understanding the skills and expectations of 
common core and how they differ from previous standards 69%

analyzing and filling gaps in teacher instructional readiness 44%

aligning curriculum, resources, and assessments 54%

analyzing and filling gaps in instructional materials 33%

budgeting and funding resources needed to meet common core 30%
minimizing impact of ccss and finding synergies 

with other critical district initiatives 23%

planning for students caught in transition years 23%

analyzing and filling gaps in technology infrastructure 23%
planning for impacts of potentially lower 

proficiency as measured on new scale 20% SOURCE: FOLLETT COMMON CORE REAdINESS STUdY, 
©FOLLETT SChOOL SOLUTIONS 2013, ALL RIghTS RESERvEd. 

SOURCE: FOLLETT COMMON CORE REAdINESS STUdY, 
©FOLLETT SChOOL SOLUTIONS 2013, ALL RIghTS RESERvEd. 
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“How did it get so 
 late so soon?”
 – Dr. Seuss

For more information about how these award winning products can help address
everything from assessment to  increasing access to educational resources,

visit www.stone-ware.com.

With a finite amount of hours in a school day, instruction time is more valuable than ever. While we can’t stop time, 
Stoneware’s products can help you maximize teaching during the school day. Learn how LanSchool and

webNetwork can save you 10 minutes per class in recovered time. That's an additional 150 teaching hours per year.

12

6

39

webNetwork / LanSchool
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load on different parts of a district’s network, 
what devices are used, determining whether 
operations are wired or wireless, and locating the 
router in relation to the room(s) where testing 
will be done. the state educational technology 
directors association recommends that schools 
take advantage of free online broadband 
speed testing tools to help diagnose these and 
related issues.  (for more information, see this 
association’s commissioned paper, which has 
evaluated a number of these tools: www.setda.
org/web/guest/schoolspeedtests).

Technical Support: as states move to new 
assessment systems, teachers, administrators, 
and students must have confidence that the 
technology will work for the assessments so 
they can focus on what is important—students 
demonstrating their knowledge and skills. 

preparing the devices and infrastructure for 
the assessments by installing a secure browser 
or applications, for example, and testing each 
to ensure they are in working order, will take 
time and expertise. and if a computer breaks 
or a network goes down, districts must have 
adequate personnel and back-up devices so that  
disruptions are minimal.

Professional Development: all teachers 
of students in grades that will be assessed, as 
well as other test administrators, will need to be 
trained on how the assessment system works, 
how to ensure students are correctly logged onto 
the system, and how to proctor the exams. 

a much more difficult professional 
development task will be ensuring that teachers 
employ the very different pedagogies demanded 
by the common core standards. a key element 
of these pedagogies is seamless integration of 

technology throughout instruction to solve 
complex problems and demonstrate mastery 
in ways similar to the assessments. While this 
is often not considered a part of technology 
readiness considerations, there may be no 
greater threat to readiness than the preparation 
of teachers to teach the common core 
effectively.

Given the compelling advantages of a 
technology-based assessment system as 
compared to paper-and-pencil approaches, 
schools and districts will need to ensure they are 
technologically ready for the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

more importantly, technology readiness for 
assessment is not separate from readiness for 

instruction and learning. In that light, it is not a 
destination for school districts, but an ongoing 
process that is vital for 21st-century education.

many districts will be ready when the 
assessments are administered the first time, 
and some may bridge their readiness gap with 
a paper-and-pencil approach for a few more 
years. yet as districts move forward, there is 
no question that it will take a concerted effort 
and focused leadership to ensure that all K-12 
students are provided the opportunity to learn 
and demonstrate their learning with tools that 
are already commonplace in both colleges and 
workplaces across america.

Reprinted with permission from the K12 
Center ( k12center.org). 
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TRY IT FOR FREE!

Try Common Core 360 FREE Today!
www.common-core-training.com  |  888-501-5206    

Are you ready
for Common Core
assessments?

We can help. 
Common Core 360™ from School 

Improvement Network® helps you 

fully prepare for Common Core 

assessments by giving you a tool for 

everything the Common Core touches, 

from the classroom to the district.

COMMON CORE NEED COMMON CORE SOLUTION

Lesson Plans CC 360 Lesson Library

Classroom Practice
and Classroom
Implementation

A Professional Learning 
Pathway to Common Core 
Success LumiBook by 
Dr. Lisa Leith

Site-Wide
Implementation

Mapping to the Core
LumiBook and LivePlanner
by Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs

Student
Assessments

Core Learning: Assessing
What Matters Most LumiBook 
byJay McTighe

Teacher
Evaluations

The Teacher
Effectiveness Framework

Common Core. Uncommon Results.



HP & INTEL PROFILES IN LEADERSHIP
What instructional technology accomplishments are you most proud of?
Although I am new to my current role, I started my teaching career in this district 
almost 20 years ago. Coming back to the district, I am impressed with the progress 
they made to keep up with technology for students and teachers and to use it for 
instruction and to increase student achievement. Teachers are fully invested in 
using social media, tools like Edmodo, and others. 

What has been the greatest change you’ve seen at your district as a result 
of teaching and learning with technology?
Students are more engaged and invested in their learning when they have the 
opportunity to use technology in their instructional tasks. I have seen dedicated 
teachers making the shift to put technology into the hands of students. And for 
me, it’s not about the technology; it is about teaching and learning and how best 
to serve our students. We give students access to the tools and technology they 
need to increase standardize test graduation rates and being more prepared for 
college and careers. 

How do you measure success?
We start with asking ourselves if the initiative is increasing student achievement. 
If the answer is no, then we question why are we doing it and reassess. It is more 
about teaching and learning than about technology, so we look for increased 
graduation rates, higher test scores, greater student attendance, and decreased 
disciplinary issues. However, we do not focus on these alone. We take other 
factors into consideration in order not to miss some students’ achievements. 
For example, students who don’t test well may have other strengths that they 
can demonstrate.

What was the biggest lesson(s) learned throughout the process?
The district’s strategic plan should be the guide for implementing technology 
programs. We’ve learned that it is necessary to have a fully developed strategic 
plan and technology plan that are explained and discussed across the district. 
As planners, we must make everyone involved aware of the equipment and 
applications and our expectations of their uses in the classrooms. We know not to 
purchase technology for the sake of having technology so district leaders should 
communicate how technology is expected to improve teaching and learning. We 
need to state goals clearly so everyone knows what we expect to happen when 
this technology is implemented.

technology, what would it be? 
Districts should plan thoroughly and carefully and make their technology program 
match strategic goals. A series of steps includes:

Title: Director of Technology 
School District: Clayton County Public Schools
City/State: Jonesboro, GA
District’s Web site: www.clayton.k12.ga.us 

Interview with Rod Smith

Description of your District’s Program 
The Clayton County Public School system has been a wireless 

have BYOD policies in place. When we began, mobile devices were 
not so readily available. District leaders were not considering 

they considering how many students and teachers would own 
their own mobile device. 

As we increase BYOD, which adds many devices to our 
environment, we require changing our infrastructure from 
using wireless access points to increased wireless density and 
capacity. With so many devices requiring access to the network, 
we have to create more capacity. We will use our next big budget 
to upgrade our wireless infrastructure to better provide 1-to-1 
and BYOD initiatives.  

The district has had an investment in a video conferencing 
solution with a plan for what the district could achieve. We 
are now in the process of developing a new plan to take even 
greater advantage of the system. We’ve used it for foreign 
language classes, distance learning, and collaboration across 
district leaders. Because we have this system at every school 

solution even more. 

Setting Goals

Aligning to the Strategic Plan

Identifying Stakeholders

Calculating Cost

Realizing the Risks

Considering Logistics

Determining Vendor Criteria

Reviewing Available Resources

Communicating the Plan

Establishing a Timeline

Rolling Out the Project

Sharing Information

Encouraging Adoption

Measuring Success



These steps are detailed in an eBook I co-authored: From Inspiration to 
Implementation - A Guide to Planning Successful Tech Initiatives. http://
tinyurl.com/kdbpljn

What do you hope for the future of your program?
I hope that Clayton County schools will be recognized nationally as a school 
district on the leading edge of using innovative technology methods. My 
hope is that other districts will look to us as model for developing their own 
technology goals.

What keeps you awake at night?
I am concerned about our district being able to keep up with the rapid 
changes in technology and the need for online and digital assessments. And 
while this keeps me awake at night, I’m still very excited about what’s next. 
For example, I think about where are we going to be in three years with VDI 
and MOOC’s for K12. 

What are the key leadership qualities you believe are needed today?

needed to be a successful leader.

the people you’ve placed around you to carry that vision out. And as a part 
of that trust, assure the team that when you achieve your goals, you will 
celebrate together.

and that you’ll do the right thing because it’s the right thing. In this role 
my decisions are always centered around what’s best for the students and 
their success.

natural part of doing business. That is true with regards to technology 

The main thing I try to do is lead by example. Everyone knows that change 
as it relates to technology is on going. So if district administrators set an 
expectation for teachers to use social media for instruction, my role as a 
technology leader is to embrace that change and start using social media in 
ways that demonstrate that expectation. 

Who or what inspires you?
I’m inspired primarily by the underdog. I was not a straight A student in high 
school or college. Anyone who starts a successful company after people said 
it couldn’t be done inspires me. I’m inspired by people like John Chambers, 
the CEO of Cisco Systems, who is dyslexic (as I am) because I know what he 
had to go through to achieve the level of success that he has. I love a great 
underdog story!

                

teachers, community members, and students - who all have a vested 
interest in the success of your vision. It’s important that stakeholders 
believe that they have a voice. Then you have a greater chance of success.

“Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting 

calculated risks. If there is a new technology or assessment application 
that you believe will have an impact on student achievement, don’t 
charge in with your checkbook wide open. Get your team involved, 
research the technology, build a pilot program or conduct a proof of 

it a calculated risk.

role in the 21st century to go it alone. I started using social media tools 
like Twitter to build my Professional Learning Network. This one choice 
has helped me more than any course or workshop I’ve ever attended 
because I’m engaged in what my learning network is discovering and 

eBook: From Inspiration to Implementation -  
A Guide to Planning Successful Tech Initiatives 
http://tinyurl.com/kdbpljn 

Clayton County Schools 
http://www.clayton.k12.ga.us 

Digital Learning Environments Leadership Section
www.guide2digitallearning.com
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los Angeles unifieD 
school DisTricT

by ronald S. 

chandler, chief 

information 

officer, and dr. 

Themistocles 

Sparangis, chief Technology director, iT 

customer Services

We are at the beginning of our 1:1 program. the 
Lausd 1:1 program is better described as an 
initiative to transform teaching and learning 
by focusing on the new common core state 
standards, and implementing the necessary 
resources and professional development to 
increase student achievement for all Lausd 
students.

as part of the “common core technology 
project” (cctp), we have implemented 
tablets (ipads) with instructional apps (from 
pearson) preloaded in the preliminary and first 
phases in roughly 50 schools. With the recent 
approval of phase two, and as this program 
grows, we are expecting that there will be 
multiple approved devices and a wide range of 
instructional materials. this recent approval 
is a significant expansion of cctp which will 
provide the technology needed to all schools 
to accommodate the new smarter Balance 
computer adaptive test as well as increase 
localized support. this Lausd Board approval 
has effectively made the cctp the largest 1:1 
deployment, to date, in the nation.

We are setting up our network infrastructure 

to accommodate a one-to-many device 
deployment. this will likely will be a combination 
of district-issued and Bring your own device 
(Byod) scenarios. We do not currently have a 
Byod program in place, but recognize the need 
to be strategically prepared for this, both from a 
policy and a technical perspective. our plan is 
to continually phase in schools every six months 
until all schools are part of the cctp. 

We see the following strategies as key to a 
large-scale 1:1 initiative:

 n Build a cross-functional interdepartmental 
team to address all issues, including 
procurement, policy, facilities, technology, 
security, operational management, etc.

 n Implement a mobile device management 
strategy that can accommodate a large 
implementation.

 n secure support for the program across 
stakeholders to support funding.

 n Implement budgetary mechanisms for the 
replacement of outdated devices.

 n create policies around good digital 
citizenship.

 n move away from “acceptable use” and 
towards “responsible use” policies.
the evolution of our project will be in the 

preparation for the unknown, especially from 
an infrastructure perspective. We believe that 
cctp, the new common core state standards, 
and the district’s autonomous schools initiative 
(which gives greater autonomy to local school 
communities) all will play a role over the next 
five years in creating new operational models to 
sustain cctp. 

TusTin unifieD school 
DisTricT 

crystal Turner, assistant 

Superintendent, 

administrative Services 

and robert craven, Senior 

director, iT

our 1:1 rollout encompasses supplying students 
in grades 5-8 with ipads and a clamcase 
keyboard. students in grades 9-12 will be issued 
laptops. In grades K-2, we are issuing one ipad 
mini for every three teachers, and for grades 3-4 
one full-size ipad with keyboard case will be 
available for every three students. this initiative 
covers all 24,000 students in our district. 

the project is being phased in over the course 
of this school year. In addition, classrooms are 
being updated with new projectors, apple tVs, 
interactive whiteboards, voice amplification 
systems, new teacher computers, and an ipad for 
each teacher. a cisco access point covers each 
classroom. We are currently adding additional 
access points to in-demand areas. students 
are also permitted to bring their own devices 
to campus. While we aren’t seeing enormous 
utilization of this, there is certainly growing 
interest. 

In 10 weeks, we’ve gone from supporting 500 
devices distributed in small pilots at the high 
school to distributing more than 3,000 devices. 
supporting these devices with this brisk pace 
of distribution is an ongoing challenge. Here 
are some strategies we used to ensure this was a 
success:

 n for pd, we hired 13 digital literacy coaches 
who work with 5-7 teachers each on deep 
levels of technology integration. this model 
has had a great impact in the classroom. 
We expect to see the value of the work of 
our digital coaches increase as the teachers 
they work with begin to take leadership 
positions within the district and guide other 
teachers on the use of technology within the 
classroom.

 n We used communications tools to involve 
our families and community in the planning 

i
n the November 2013 issue of tech & Learning, we asked districts around the country 
why they chose certain devices for their 1:1 initiatives. In this follow-up feature, we ask 
other districts to dive deeper into what makes a successful 1:1 and ByOD initiative. 
Which policies and procedures need rethinking? How do you keep these expensive 
programs going? Four districts share their stories below. 

you caN watch theIr archIVed 
paNel dIscussIoN From tech 

Forum calIForNIa at  
liveStream.com/techlearning

the evolution of our 
project will be in the 
preparation for the 
unknown, especially 
from an infrastructure 
perspective.
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of this initiative, garner their support, and 
assist in moderating expectations. the 
result? this community helped tustin 
secure a 25-year bond that will fund these 
technology upgrades on an ongoing basis 
every five years. the bond includes another 
$5 million dollars available every five years 
for technology integration. 

 n We recognize that instruction is going to 
change dramatically over these next five 
years as students move up through the grade 
levels with better skill sets and teachers fine-
tune instruction to move to greater levels of 
technology integration. We follow the smar 
model for our pd efforts to prepare our 
teachers for these changes. 

 n We are preparing for a near future with 
students using both their district-supplied 
device, as well as a device they bring from 
home. this is certainly going to have an 
impact on both our instruction and our 
infrastructure. 

 n the rapid rollout was accomplished through 
extensive pre-planning by the technology 
department in collaboration with the district 
digital coaches, the curriculum department, 
maintenance department, and site leaders. It 
was essential that all departments, schools, 
and groups participated in the planning and 
deployment.

sADDleBAck vAlley unifieD 
school DisTricT [mission 
viejo, cA]
michael morrison, chief Technology 

officer

We call our 1:1 initiative “door to the core,” 
because we believe technology opens the door 
to the common core state standards (www.
doortothecore.org). We currently have about 
6,000 ipads and ipods, and we recently added 
1,500 chromebooks in pilot classrooms. 

the pilot chromebook projects have 
gone very well. these devices have become 
a natural part of the class and the teachers 
have embraced the paperless workflow as well 
as designing lessons that are more engaging 
through technology. We intend to go to a 1:1 
model in our 4th , 7th, and 10th-grade classes 
by october 2014. this will add an additional 
7,000 chromebooks to our district.

the four biggest challenges for the “door to 
the core” initiative are funding, sustainability, 
training, and infrastructure. Here are the ways that 
we are attempting to address these challenges:

 n We used ccss monies to purchase the 
chromebooks and secured commitments 
from our administration to add additional 
grade levels as we show success. 

 n We garnered additional funding by cutting 

costs on toner and paper. these funds will go 
to support replacement costs and expansion 
of the project. 

 n for pd, we plan to train 30 teachers each 
month. We will not leave a school until we 
have success for our training initiatives. We’ve 
committed 3-3.7 hour classified staff to assist 
and one teacher on special assignment. We’ve 
informed staff that if a particular school or set 
of schools needs more time we will push back 
all the other schools. the idea is that there 
will be no teacher Left Behind in our rollout.

 n teachers help build curriculum materials 
that we are distributing on Haiku sites. 
We also have about 6,900 students bringing 

their own devices to school. While our Byod 
programs are still running strong, we find the 
programs that offer more direction to the parents 
have been more sustainable and affect education 
in a more powerful way.

newporT-mesA unifieD 
school DisTricT  
cosTA mesA, cA

Jenith mishne, director of 

educational Technology

We are now in the fourth year of 
our largest 1:1 implementation. 

We rolled out 650 Hp netbooks in grades 5 and 
6 with a focus on improving writing across the 
curriculum, especially in science. We think the 
following steps were the keys to the success of 
this program:

 n for the first two years, we had a dedicated 
It support person working with the edtech 
department and the teachers to support the 
implementation. 

 n Before the rollout, we crafted a well thought-
out plan that included objectives for both 
students and teachers.

 n We had specific metrics that would be used to 
measure the effectiveness of the program. 

 n We provided ongoing and timely professional 
development for teachers as well as a coaching/
mentoring model in the classroom. However, 
despite all the pd, some teachers still struggle 
with making the paradigm shift needed to make 
the 1:1 program work in their classrooms. 
for the first three years, et and It 

purchased replacement netbooks and kept the 
netbooks working, but we are now at a place 
where too many of them are breaking and we 
don’t have a good replacement model in place. 
We are now looking at replacing the netbooks 
with low-cost laptops and chromebooks.

BeyonD the hardWare 
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Prepare with rigorous items that transition 
students to the Common Core. 

Benchmarks. Gain valuable feedback about student 
understanding of the Common Core at four checkpoints 
throughout the school year. 

Testlets. Focus on specifi c reading and mathematics 
clusters to better pinpoint Common Core instruction. 

Item Bank. Create your own classroom assessments by 
selecting from rigorous items by content area, grade, 
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Progress with next-generation assessments in an online 
testing platform. 
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Districts have been trying to figure out the best way to implement 1:1 programs for a while now, 
but what happens when students use two or more devices? as we try to help children learn to 
use multiple types of hardware for various purposes, the IT department’s role gets even more 
challenging. Here, a handful of district leaders share how they are handling this issue.

X:1 how to manage 
a mUltitUDe of 
moBile DeVices

“our It staff is made up of a cIo, a full-time tech, a full-time network 
admin, a part-time intern, and a part-time network engineer. school 
devices have full support and warranties, and students who Byot 
can bring their devices to It for questions. It staff will walk students 
through troubleshooting and problem solving, but they do not 
touch the device—the student pushes all buttons. this supports the 
learning objective that students will learn to critically solve their own 
technology needs and does not void any warranties that the student 
purchased. students can log in to our student wireless network with 
their network Id and password. We host Byot tech petting Zoos at 
all information nights, parent coffee sessions during placement testing, 
and open houses. the community can also contact us directly. this is 
our second year of full Byot and we are seeing a lot of students sharing 
information with their siblings. We require device authentication 
through a firewall to access the Internet, our Google apps domain, our 
Lms, and BlackBoard engage, so they can communicate, collaborate, 
and create. as the years progress, students are choosing more full os 
laptops than other devices. the rigor of coursework and expectations of 
academic departments are influencing decisions more than any policy 
the It department delivers. students sign a responsible use policy 
acknowledging the school’s right to monitor and check personal devices 
on request. We require a digital citizenship course for all students 
that covers privacy, personal identifiable information, ethical online 
behavior, and more. We can back topics up in Health and religion 
courses later in student coursework.”

—Jen lamaSter, director of facultY develoPment, BreBeuf 
JeSuit PreParatorY School, indianaPoliS, in
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grADe level

Allow moBile 
Devices in The 

clAssroom now

percenT ThAT 
Allow wiTh 

resTricTions

percenT ThAT 
Allow wiThouT 
resTricTions/

Don’T know

ELEMENTARY 20%  79% 21%

SECONdARY 48% 88% 12%

K-12 dISTRICT 46% 80% 20%

POSTSECONdARY–2 YEAR 83% 50% 50%

POSTSECONdARY–4 YEAR 95% 40% 60%

P r e v a l e n c e  o f  B Y o D  i n  c l a s s r o o m s 

SOURCE: SIIA’S 2013 vISION K-20 SURvEY 

“We are a pK-8 school with wireless capabilities throughout 
both buildings. We provide each administrator and teacher 
with a microsoft surface pro with Windows 8.1, and students 
in grades 2-8 receive a microsoft surface rt with Windows 
8.1. our tech department—a network administrator and me—
provides full support for any school-issued devices. We do 
basic services such as connections to the Wifi [network] or 
adding a printer for school-related materials. all students take 
a technology class one day per week to learn how to use the 
software. We do not provide support to personal devices if the 
device is failing to function properly. this generally is not an 
issue as all teachers and students use a school-provided device. 
all Byod devices need to be brought to the tech department 
to connect to the network. If a teacher or student is using a 
personal device we can provide access to their networked 
documents, but that requires them to enter their credentials 
each time. When the devices are brought home (for students 
in grades 5-8), the parents are responsible for ensuring their 
students use the technology appropriately.” 

—david dileo, technologY teacher, tuckahoe 
(nY) common School diStrict

“all students in grades 3-12 have access to a school-issued mobile device. High school 
students and some middle school students take the devices home. We manage 21,000 
chromebooks as well as some tablets. our It technicians repair chromebooks and 
take care of other technical issues. the chromebook management console makes it 
possible for our It staff to easily push down policies to all chromebooks in the district. 
students must log in to a student wireless network that has content filtering in place. 
Internet access on chromebooks that are taken home is filtered using policies in the 
chromebook management console. In addition to providing students with devices, we 
also have a Byod policy. students may bring their own devices to school and access 
the student wireless network (with their login and password), but our tech staff offers 
minimal support for those devices. 

We also have a guest network for visitors. It requires a password that is changed daily 
and made available at each school. our parent advisory committee, which has one parent 
representative from each school, created a parent handbook that is available on our 
Web site. With any Byod device, students have access to the student wireless network, 
which is filtered. students using personal data on cellphones are accessing unfiltered 
content and must comply with our district 
policy (http://goo.gl/Ihlb3), which states 
that students should not access sites that are 
otherwise blocked for students at school.”

—donna teuBer, team leader for 
technologY integration, richland 

(Sc) School diStrict two
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“We use the train-the-trainer model, and all 
teachers and principals can typically help students 
with a variety of troubleshooting needs. our tech 
staff ‘touches the glass’ and helps troubleshoot 
issues. We use Lightspeed systems’ mobile manager 
with our 1:1 ipad deployment. It has a Wifi profile 
and automatically connects to the network. all 
users are required to authenticate with a username 
and password that allows them to have a safe and 
productive network experience. Visitors are given 
temporary credentials to gain access to our network. 
We have two or three dedicated support staff to 
help with problems. We also have a guest network that can be enabled on the fly for conferences, 
meetings, and the like. anyone gaining access to our network is protected through our Lightspeed 
systems content filter, the blazing-fast Bottle rocket!”

— henrY danielSon, director of technologY, coaSt (ca) unified School diStrict

“sixth- and 7th-graders receive Lenovo thinkpad X131e, 8th-graders get Lenovo thinkpad tablet 2s, and our 9th-
graders are required to purchase or lease a tablet to use during their high school years. this year, we purchased rising 
9th-graders the Lenovo X230 tablet with solid state drives. We are a Lenovo self-maintained site, and we complete 
all repairs. our tech staff and classroom teachers will help students log into our network and various programs. We 
use Ldap to optimize single sign-on for several programs across our secure network. Issued devices log in through 
our secured network. We also have a partitioned, password-protected guest network for parents. students can use 
their network passwords to log in with their Byod devices, but these devices are put into a separate VLan and are 
set at a lower bandwidth priority. We use Xirrus as our wireless and management system, and it allows us to identify 
the types of devices that are connecting to our network. this information automatically puts the different devices 
into the separate VLan. 

In addition to our email and Web site communications, we require an annual laptop and tablet launch training 
for students and parents in each division upon entry into our 1:1 program. We discuss the goals of our technology 
program to partner with parents to help students learn our responsible use policy and to make smart choices. We 
also provide parenting tips and answer questions regarding home network setup during this time. our first line of 
support is for the school-issued devices, but if time allows, our staff is always more than willing to help students 
set up their school email and calendars on their personal phones or devices. I think the key to successful support is 
to hire great service-minded people. We work very hard to secure our network by using a sonic Wall firewall with 
application, spyware, and Web filtering as well as packet shaping. this enables us to assign different access filtering 
levels for different user groups. We are also able to give higher bandwidth priority to classroom-essential programs. 
In addition, we use Web root to enable cloud filtering and a mobile Web security client for offsite filtering for 

middle school student laptops. this allows 
parents to select the level of filtering for 
home access. We have an Internet safety 
curriculum and give a faculty acceptable 
use presentation each year. students are 
trained to give presentations to other 
schools and civic groups and advise on 
our responsible use policy. finally, we 
have developed policies to communicate 
expectations to students, parents, and 
faculty. policies are updated annually and 
are shared. additional copies can be located 
on our Web site and in our handbooks.”

—connie white, director of technologY & 
learning, lakeview academY, gaineSville, ga

mobile 
learning 
In a recent qualitative study of mobile 
learning implementation in 6-12th 
grade classrooms, sIIa learned the 
following from a small pool of schools 
surveyed:   

 n multiple device operability was a 
major concern for those who either 
had a limited number of devices 
supplied by the school/district or 
relied on Byod for the classroom. 

 n many participants simply used 
a mobile version of a Web site to 
provide information. 

 n several interview subjects indicated 
that they used students’ personal 
devices or that their school had a 
Byod policy. 

 n of the schools that relied on 
student-supplied devices, many 
teachers struggled with using 
technology while not alienating 
the students without personal 
devices. some strategies 
educators used in these instances 
included group work or creating 
alternative assignments. 

 n Generally, educators were 
hesitant to assign homework that 
required the use of a device when 
Byod was the main source of 
technology in the classroom. 
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pennsylvAniA DisTricTs geT low-cosT eTherneT services
Challenge: several school districts across three pennsylvania counties 
needed infrastructure upgrades to support a variety of cloud computing 
and disaster-preparedness initiatives being developed. 

Solution: the districts will receive comcast ethernet services through 
the Lincoln Intermediate unit, which offers educational and technology resources to more than 96,000 
students and teachers. comcast Business will connect the districts to paIunet, an online, statewide, 
private network that allows teachers and students to communicate, collaborate, and share resources. 
“comcast has allowed many of our districts to increase their bandwidth exponentially—and in some 
cases for half the price—which has given them access to cloud computing, video conferencing, and other 
online educational tools that had previously been cost-prohibitive for them,” says Jared mader, director 
of education technology for the Lincoln Intermediate unit.

flippeD clAssrooms choose A 
plATform To supporT Their iniTiATives
Challenge: one school in connecticut and another in michigan 
needed to find platforms to support their flipped learning 
initiatives. they were both seeking something that would 
encourage collaboration and communication among students.

Solution: Both schools chose eduonGo. “our students 
responded really well to the flipped learning model, but I knew 
that was just the beginning,” says Greg Green, principal of 
clintondale High school in clinton, mich. “I needed to take flipped 

learning to the next level and make it a real success at our school. With eduonGo we are receiving a 
straightforward, intuitive platform for teachers to create the collaborative and customized learning 
environments necessary to generate higher-level thinking and participation among students.”

siX new jersey DisTricTs selecT A DATA soluTion
Challenge: the achievenJ educator evaluation and support system 
relies on multiple measures of performance to evaluate teachers. six new 
Jersey districts needed to find a way to manage the onslaught of data from 
these measures—including student Growth percentiles, student Growth 
objectives (sGos), and classroom observations.

Solution: Butler public schools, cherry Hill public schools, east Brunswick public schools, 
franklin township public schools, freehold regional High school district, and Garfield public 
schools all purchased performance matters, which offers an assessment and data management 
system, along with the newly released sGo module to assist in the creation, management, and 
monitoring of sGos. three of the districts will also implement faste (formative action system for 
teacher effectiveness), a turnkey system for evaluating educator effectiveness with a framework that 
can be customized for each school system.  

back office 
business

spring isD Delivers 
collABorATive leArning 
eXperience
Challenge: spring 
(tX) Independent 
school district 
wanted to provide 
students with more personalized and blended learning 
opportunities inside and outside of the classroom.

Solution: the district partnered with itslearning, 
a cloud-based learning management system that lets 
teachers differentiate and deliver instruction. the 
learning platform lets teachers share instructional 
resources, assignments, activities, and assessments 
with students and parents via personalized dashboards. 
“We assessed our current standing and felt there was 
more we could do to prepare our students for digital 
1:1 learning, collaboration, and truly self-directed 
academic experiences,” says regina owens, executive 
director for instructional engagement at spring Isd. 

The fourTh-lArgesT u.s. 
school DisTricT eXpAnDs 
iTs DigiTAl offerings in 
clAssrooms
Challenge: miami-
dade county public 
schools is working 
to transform teaching and learning by providing dynamic 
and interactive learning opportunities to all students.

Solution: as part of its continued digital 
conversion, the district expanded its partnership with 
discovery education to provide all of its 348 schools 
with discovery education streaming plus, a collection 
of rich multimedia assets aligned to state academic 
and testing standards, as well as discovery education 
science, a multimedia curriculum supplement for 
elementary and middle school science education. 
In addition, district educators will be provided with 
extensive professional development preparing them for 
life inside a digital classroom.
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FOR MORE OF ThE LATEST PROdUCT RELEASES, vISIT US ONLINE AT TechlearNiNg.com.

dell (www.dell.com) has launched its first chromebook for education. the 
dell chromebook 11 features an easy-to-use, Web-based console that enables 
centralized configuration and tracking. the management console allows It 
administrators and teachers to quickly push or remove applications and enforce safe 
browsing practices across all chromebooks in a school’s network or in a specific 
learning environment. the dell chromebook 11 features a 4th-generation Intel 
celeron 2955u processor, 11.6-inch screen, up to 10 hours of battery life, and 16GB 
embedded solid state drive.

what’snew
Tech & Learning ROUNdS UP A SUMMARY OF NEw TOOLS FOR SChOOLS

Vuzix (www.vuzix.com) has launched the m100, the first 
commercially available “smart Glasses.” the m100 is an 
android-based, wearable computer, enhanced with a 
wearable monocular display and computer, recording 
features, and wireless connectivity. pre-installed apps 
can be used to record and playback still pictures and 
video, track timed events, manage your calendar, link to 
your phone, and more. the m100 is also compatible with many existing android apps. 
users can also access developer resources to create their own custom apps.

Bretford manufacturing, Inc. (www.bretford.com) has 
announced its moTiv soft seating products, 
available with a complete daisy chain-style power 
system that increases the number of mobile devices 
that can be charged from a single electrical outlet. fluid 
power for motIV allows up to six power units to daisy 
chain off of one electrical outlet.

dynaVox (www.mydynavox.com) 
has released the Dynavox T10, 
a purpose-built, speech-generating 
communication tablet. the device 
and its accompanying dynaVox 
compass app provide instant access 
to content developed by clinicians. 
the tablet includes an easy-to-grip 
frame, dedicated speakers, and a 
Web-based platform that lets users 
instantly connect with the entire 
communication team. 

3m (www.3melectronics.com) has launched the 
patterned silver nanowire film, a touch 
sensor film for touch-enabled devices such as tablets, 
laptops, all-in-ones, and monitors. the film can support 
touchscreens with diagonal sizes suitable for phones 
and tablets, as well as large area touchscreens over 46” 
(diagonal) for applications such as signage and gaming. 
the flexible silver nanowire material can conform to 
angles and rounded surfaces, enabling next-generation 
curved and rollable touch sensors.
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marshall electronics (www.marshallelectronics.
net) has released the cv500-mB miniature 
2mp hD-sDi camera, providing full Hd 
1920x1080i/59.94 video for filming a variety of 
broadcast applications. the cV500-mB features a 1/3” 
panasonic 2.2 megapixel 
cmos sensor producing 
crisp Hd images from a 
camera body less than 
1-inch x 1-inch. this small 
footprint easily integrates 
into areas where other 
cameras could not fit or 
would be obtrusive. the 
cV500-mB is supplied 
with a removable 3.7mm prime Hd lens with a variety 
of other lens options available. additional cV500 
models are available in 1080i/60, 1080p/60(3G), and 
720p/60 (ntsc & paL).

Be brilliant.

Never worry about replacement projector lamps again. Yes, that’s right. Never again. 
One low enrollment fee now equals a lifetime of lamps. 360.464.2119 or www.boxlight.com

*Visit us for details.

nec display solutions of america (www.necdisplay.com) has 
announced the addition of the V423-tm display to its touch-Integrated 
V series portfolio. Its commercial-grade panel and components 
promote extended use and deliver high-quality touchscreen capabilities 
for learning, digital signage, and way-finding applications in education. 
Within the touch-Integrated V series bezel is an integrated, low-
profile, four-camera, optical-imaging technology that allows for up to 
four simultaneous touches. Its anti-reflective glass coating protects the 
panel and allows for higher brightness transmittance.



ACTIVATE 
(www.c8sciences.com) 
c8 sciences has rolled out 
a new HtmL5 version of 
actIVate, a program for 
children with adHd, as well 
as a school portal for teachers 
and program administrators to manage 
the program and access student data. the 

program works on any mobile 
device, and offers “gameplay” 
to keep kids engaged while 
challenging their ability to 
sustain attention. a new 
rewards system motivates 
kids to stick with the program. 

the program also offers on-demand 
professional development resources. 

ChROnOZOOm 
(www.chronozoom.com)
microsoft 
research 
has released 
chronoZoom, 
a free, online 
educational tool 
that helps visualize historical events over 
expansive periods of time. chronoZoom 
allows students and teachers to create 
their own timelines, projects, and 
exhibits through an authoring guide. the 
digital educational tool can be used in 
coordination with a series of new curricula 
that integrates chronoZoom technology 
with traditional teaching resources. there 
are currently three separate curriculum 
modules: one on World War I, a second on 
the impact of european colonization on 
the americas, and a third, more general, 
module that helps students learn how to 
“think historically.” 

ClASSFlOW 
(www.classflow.com)
promethean 
has launched 
classflow, 
a cloud-based platform that enables 
teachers to create lessons, deliver 
interactive content across multiple 
devices, and assess students’ 
understanding. classflow connects 
mobile devices such as tablets, 
smartphones, and laptops to classroom 
displays and interactive whiteboards. this 
allows teachers to use real-time student 
responses to instantly adjust lesson plans.

COmmOn SEnSE mEDIA 
DIgITAl PASSPORT 
(www.commonsense.org/educators)
common sense media released digital 
passport for ios and android. Based on 

FOR MORE OF ThE LATEST 
PROdUCT RELEASES, vISIT US 

ONLINE AT TechlearNiNg.com.
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Don’t miss the chance to join Tech & Learning magazine for a high-
end, information-packed one-day event designed especially for district 
and school administrators and technology leaders like you. This is your 
chance to network with others who care deeply about the future of 
education. Share your successes and address challenges in an engaging 
and intimate setting, and leave with practical tools and key contacts for 
continued rich communities of practice.

ProDuceD By:
If you’re interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact 

Allison Knapp at  aknapp@nbmedia.com.

Join the Country’s

For More inForMation, visit teChlearning.CoM/teChForuM

2014 SPoNSorS:

Follow Tech Forum on 
Twitter: @TLTechForum

TOPEducaTiOnal
TEchnOlOgy PrOfEssiOnals

2014 WINTER & SPRING 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
REGISTER EARLY AND SAVE 
AS MUCH AS $150 OFF THE 

ON-SITE FEE*
BRING A TEAM AND SAVE EVEN 

MORE. VISIT 
WWW.TECHLEARNING.COM/

TECHFORUM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION.
*certain restrictions apply

Join us on the 2014 tour:
Atlanta – Friday, March 28

Boston – Friday, May 2

chicago – Friday, May 9

New york – october

Austin – November

BreAKouT SeSSIoN ToPIcS MAy INcLuDe:
• Building a New culture: Advice on Navigating change
• Building-Level Leadership: The role of the Visionary Principal
• communication and community-Building with Help from Social Media
• creativity and engagement in the elementary Grades
• Google App Tips and Tricks
• Lessons from the Flipped classroom
• Listen to the Students: The ultimate Smackdown
• Professional Learning: one Size Doesn’t Fit All
• Technology in the early Grades
• The Flipped classroom: What’s Next?
• The Ins and outs of iAuthoring
• The other Two Letters in STeM: Technology and engineering, K-12
• Walking the Walk: Transforming Learning in the Secondary Grades
• What Should We Buy? Picking the Devices that are right for your District

Visit each event’s program page to view the day’s complete 
agenda. Select sessions are Livestreamed the day of the event!

2014 Keynote sPeaKers

Tech Forum Boston:  
DIANA LAuFeNBerG, Lead Teacher, 

Inquiry Schools, Philadelphia, PA

Tech Forum Atlanta:  
cArL HooKer, Director of 

Instructional Technology, 

eanes ISD, Austin, TX

Tech Forum Chicago:  
rAMSey MuSALLAM, Science 

Teacher, Sacred Heart cathedral, 

San Francisco, cA
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lessons from 
common sense 
media’s K-12 
digital literacy 
and citizenship 
curriculum, 
digital passport uses engaging games 
and videos to address the key issues that 
kids face online: safety and security, 
cyberbullying, responsible cellphone use, 
safe search and respecting creative work.

CREATIVElIVE 24/7 
BROADCAST EDuCATIOn 
nETWORk 
(www.creativelive.com)
creativeLIVe has launched a 24/7 
broadcast education network. the network 
will carry five free channels of original 
content, with expert instructors teaching 

creative skills. the channels include photo 
& Video, art & design, music & audio, 
maker & craft, and Business & money. 
students can watch live classes at no 
cost, and teachers can later purchase the 
recorded versions.

EDuOngO 
(www.eduongo.com) 
eduonGo 
offers users 
the ability to 
launch an academy and share knowledge, 
through a simple and personalized learning 
environment that supports flipped learning 
in the classroom. teachers can create 
a customized, collaborative learning 
environment that offers flipped learning 
lessons and incorporates game-based 
learning. 

FlExClOuD hOSTIng 
(www.earthlinkbusiness.com)
earthLink Business 
has launched a new 
flexcloud Hosting 
service to help 
organizations create 
secure It environments to optimize server 
utilization. flexcloud Hosting enables 
an organization to track and manage 
computing utilization across business units 
within a single It environment. flexcloud 
Hosting also offers full, weekly backups 
and daily incremental backups to safeguard 
data. 

gOAlBOOk TOOlkIT 
(www.goalbookapp.com)
Goalbook 
has released 
a toolkit to 
help educators personalize instruction 
for students with special needs, english 
language learners, and students requiring 
academic and behavior interventions. 
Goalbook offers teacher resources and 
professional development based on 
leading research from universal design for 
Learning (udL). 

PREY DEVICE-WIPE 
(www.preyproject.com/education)
prey announces 
a new level of 
information security with the addition of 
device-Wipe for android users—the ability 
to wipe all the data from missing or stolen 
devices. device Wipe allows prey users to 
protect sensitive data on android devices by 
simply logging in to their prey pro accounts 
and identifying the missing device.

SAmSung kIDS’ PlAY-AnD-
lEARn 
(www.samsung.com) 
samsung has teamed up with fingerprint, 
a kids’ mobile technology company, to 

develop a 
mobile app 
network 
that offers 
play-based 
learning for students ages 3-7. the 
service, available on select samsung 
devices, allows parents to create a 
family account for multiple children and 
receive personalized reporting, content 
recommendations, and access controls 
for each child. the new network is part of 
samsung’s Kids’ play-and-Learn content 
Initiative, a developer-focused program 
in collaboration with fingerprint that is 
designed to drive the creation of play-and-
learn android apps for kids in southeast 
asia and oceania. 

SImOn & SChuSTER On 
TITlEWAVE 
(www.follettlearning.com) 
follett has 
announced a 
partnership 
with simon & 
schuster to offer over 450 preK-12 titles 
in ebook format on titlewave, follett’s 
collection development, search, and 
ordering tool. content is available for 
students of all ages, from preschool picture 
books to chapter books for early readers 
to higher-level fiction and nonfiction for 
young adults. 

SnAPSTREAm 6.1 
(www.snapstream.com) 
snapstream 
has 
announced 
the 6.1 release 
of its tV 
monitoring 
and search tool. the release features 
language intelligence delivering the 
most relevant tV search results, new 
tV playlists for sequenced playback of 

whAT’S NEw software & online
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multiple pieces of content, expanded 
cloud-sharing functionality, and 
enhancements to the recording manager 
for easier management of recording 
priorities. 

STOODlE 
(www.stoodle.org) 
technology 
startup 
stoodle.org, 
created by 
a group of 
tech-savvy 
teens, offers a free, collaborative classroom 
environment available on the desktop and 
ipad. the ad-free, collaborative, digital 
classroom is built in HtmL5 and features 
a real-time whiteboard with tutoring 
tools, voice conferencing, and text chat. 
students and tutors can invite others to 

join via urL or social media to begin the 
tutoring experience, and no account set-
up is needed. the program’s design tools 
also enable users to highlight particular 
concepts.

SWIVl ClOuD 
(www.swivl.com)
swivl cloud 
is a connected 
service 
for swivl’s 
robotic 
mobile 
accessory 
for creating and hosting learning video 
content. the service is a companion to 
the company’s second-generation robot 
designed for tablets, smartphones, and 
handheld cameras. swivl cloud will be 
available for public beta in January, with 

free and premium levels to be offered 
depending on individual needs. 

TEq OnlInE PD COuRSES 
(www.teq.com/courses)
teq has launched 
a series of over 50 
live, interactive, 
online professional 
development 
courses for K-12 
educators. teq online pd courses are 
broadcast live and online, providing a format 
that allows educators to interact with the 
instructor, then review the recorded video 
at their own pace. teq online pd is aimed 
at tackling the biggest challenges facing 
teachers within a framework that supports a 
common core curriculum, to better prepare 
students for future achievement in college 
and their careers.  

Are your students prepared 
for online assessment?

Can your students respond to a writing 
prompt and blinking cursor?  
Try it... Most students simply do not have the keyboarding skills or the 
digital confidence necessary to respond to a prompt. But this is exactly 
what is required of students for online assessment success. 

The Forte provides  the keyboard instruction and the prompt response 
practice necessary for your students to be fully prepared for upcoming 
online assessment.

Build digital fluency, improve writing skills, 
develop prompt response readiness.
The Forte is simple and focused, making classroom implementation 
quick, easy and effective. Assessment readiness as low as $149 each.

Sometimes the Solution is SimpleTM

Call or email today for your 30-day no-obligation preview.

WriterLearning.com    |    info@WriterLearning.com     |   800-797-7121

half pg horizontal.indd   1 10/17/2013   2:48:44 PM
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AmPlIFY guIDE TO k-12 
(www.amplify.com) 
amplify has 
partnered with 
common sense 
media to create 
a free guide to 
K-12 educational 
apps, which contains more than 160 apps, 
organized by subject. the guide offers a 
short description of each app that includes 
subjects, skills taught, and the common 
core standards covered.

ClASSTIng 
(www.classting.com) 
classting is a social 
network, available as an 
ios and android app, 
designed for teachers, 
students, and parents 
to support interclass 
collaboration. the 
tool allows teachers to 
post everything from 
homework assignments to class-related 
reading and gives students the opportunity 
to share course materials.  classting’s 
private chat-rooms encourage online 
parent-teacher meetings, while its “ting 
service” keeps students in touch with their 
peers locally and worldwide. 

DOOR 24 IPAD APP 
(www.i-ready.com/ipad-apps) 
curriculum 
associates has 
announced 
an addition to 
the i-ready 
diagnostic and Instruction product line, 
the door 24 ipad app. designed for grades 
4-8, the app focuses on computational 
fluency to support problem solving and 
higher-order thinking. door 24 builds the 
mathematical processes and proficiencies 
that the common core state standards 

(ccss) identify in the standards of 
mathematical practice (smp).

hAkITZu ElITE: ROBOT 
hACkERS 
(www.kuatostudios.com) 
Kuato studies has released the latest 
version of its Hakitzu elite: robot Hackers 
app, available for free for ios and android 
devices. students can learn to code by 
battling giant robot warriors. By using the 
app, they can move to the next level in their 
coding skills with four different styles, from 
simple code recognition “tap and play,” to 
inputting the code itself from memory with 
the customized coding keyboard.

lEARn WITh mE 
(www.readconmigo.org) 
the read conmigo 
campaign recently 
launched its first 
mobile app for 
apple and android 
devices, Learn With me. the app features 
an interactive book for children at the pre-K 
reading level. parents can touch the screen 
to bring up animations and sounds to keep 
their children engaged in both english and 
spanish. the read conmigo campaign 
Web site offers ebooks, games, reading 
comprehension tools, activity kits, and more.

PlAYRIFIC TEChSTARS APP 
(www.playrific.com) 
playrific 
recently 
released the 
techstars 
stem and 
arts app for preschoolers to support the 
computer explorers’ techstars program.  
the free ios app enables 3- to 5-year-
old students to continue their techstars 
science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math learning experience outside the 
classroom.

apps
On dEmand
Check out the following resources from 
our partner sites:

UpCOMING wEBINAR
pathway to Mobile Learning: secrets to 
success
Tuesday, February 11 @ 2 pm ET
Sponsored by Lightspeed Systems

ARCHIvED wEBINAR
Adaptive Learning Technology: who is 
using it, why, and how it’s working
Sponsored by Dreambox Learning

REsOURCEs
whitepaper: Increasing Achievement 
with Adaptive Learning 
Sponsored by Dreambox Learning

Tech & Learning Careers Job Board 

Check techlearning.com for update
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TT-12i INTERACTIVE DOCUMENT CAMERA

 TT-12i 

CRA-1  WIRELESS TABLET STUDENT RESPONSE SYSTEM

Display and enlarge 
any type of teaching 
material with vivid, true 
color reproduction.  
Capture the attention 
of all students with 
more visually 
engaging lessons!

Quiz students 
throughout the lesson 
with ELMO’s exciting 
Student Response 
System. See instant 
feedback from every 
student!

Move freely while 
conducting class with 
ELMO’s CRA-1 
Wireless Tablet.  
Annotate on the live 
image for clear, 
precise teaching!

Now with UVC/USB Video Class!

ELMO USA Corp.: 1478 Old Country Rd
Plainview, NY 11803
1-800-947-3566

ELMO USA Corp. 
(West Coast):

5676 Corporate Ave
Cypress, CA 90630
1-714-828-8457

www.elmousa.comelmo@elmousa.com

I N T E R A C T I V E  D O C U M E N T  C A M E R Anew
Now with UVC/USB Video Class!

Look for contests and giveaways on our Facebook page!  Like us at Facebook.com/ELMOClassrooms



• Interactive Projectors

• Classroom Projectors

• Document Cameras

• Speakers, Mounts & LampsReliability Affordability Service & Support Innovation

* Compared to leading 1-chip DLP business and education projectors based on NPD data, July 2011 through June 2012. Color brightness (color light output) measured in accordance with IDMS 15.4. 
Color brightness will vary depending on usage conditions.

EPSON is a registered trademark and EPSON Exceed Your Vision is a registered logomark of Seiko Epson Corporation. Copyright 2014 Epson America, Inc. 

So many 
projectors 

to evaluate...

so little time.

Epson 
projectors deliver 

3x brighter 
colors.*

Get the specs for 
both white and 

color brightness
epson.com/education

Let’s hear 
it for...

The Tech Coordinator


