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FREE 644-PAGE CATALOG!
The Industry's Leading Sourcebook for Metalworking & Woodworking Machinery

Request yours at grizzly.com/free-catalog
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Buy Direct & Save

G0870 // ONLY $695 G0958 // ONLY $749 G0555XH // ONLY $1695

W1676 // ONLY $835 G0723 // ONLY $345 G1035 // ONLY $1250

W1685 // ONLY $520 T33127 // ONLY $375 T25926 // ONLY $475

$5995
SHIPPING

10" 2 HP Portable Table Saw 
Exceptional mobility and performance
• Rack-and-pinion fence adjustment system  
• Soft-start feature to reduce draw on startup
• Heavy-duty roller stand
• 263⁄8" x 221⁄4" Table
• Quick-release blade 

guard and riving knife
• Footprint: 

35" x 33"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 106 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

$6995
SHIPPING

8" Combo Planer/Jointer 
Two machines, one footprint
• 18-Indexable-carbide insert helical cutterhead  
• 22 FPM planing feed rate
• Die-cast aluminum jointer tables
• Quick-release fence with 

stops at 0° and 45°
• 21⁄2" Dust port
• Footprint: 

151⁄2" x 101⁄2"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 57 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

$259
FREIGHT

14" 13⁄4 HP Resaw Bandsaw 
Slice custom veneers with ease
• 12" Resaw capacity  
• 2-Position resaw fence and 

miter gauge
• Precision-ground 

cast-iron table
• Computer-balanced 

cast-iron wheels
• Quick-release blade tensioner
• Footprint: 16" x 18"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 334 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

181721

$99
SHIPPING

6" Belt / 10" Disc Combo Sander 
Efficient project sanding
• Cast-iron table, disc, and base  
• Quick-change belt 

release
• Cabinet stand with 

storage locker
• Graphite-coated platen
• Heavy-duty miter gauge
• Footprint: 15" x 161⁄2"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 168 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

$4995
SHIPPING

1⁄4 HP Benchtop Oscillating Sander 
Compact for perfect curves
• 6 Sanding sleeves from 1⁄2" to 3"  
• 5 Sanding drums from 3⁄4" to 3"
• 5 Table inserts
• Built-in storage for sleeves, 

drums, & inserts
• 18" Cast-iron table
• Footprint: 163⁄4" x 221⁄4"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 56 lbs. 

5012917

$199
FREIGHT

11⁄2 HP Shaper 
Add custom profiles to your woodworking
• 1⁄ 2" & 3⁄4" Diameter spindles  
• Precision-ground 

cast-iron table
• Adjustable cast-iron fence 

with safety guard
• 7000 & 10,000 RPM 

spindle speeds
• 21⁄2" Max. cutting height
• Footprint: 171⁄2" x 151⁄2"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 221 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

177335

$199
FREIGHT

11⁄2 HP Dust Collector 
Powerful suction for a cleaner shop
• 2.5-Micron bag filtration  
• 1280 CFM air suction capacity
• 40-Gallon collection capacity
• 12" Steel impeller
• Steel base with casters for 

mobility
• Footprint: 331⁄2" x 211⁄2"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 94 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

$6995
SHIPPING

1⁄ 2 HP Benchtop 
Hollow-Chisel Mortiser 
Simplify intricate joinery
• 1⁄4", 3⁄8", and 1⁄ 2" Four-sided chisels  
• Multi-position handle
• Adjustable depth stop
• Coarse and fine fence adjustment
• Extra chuck and arbor for drill 

press operations
• Footprint: 10" x 8"
• Shipping weight: 

≈ 67 lbs. 

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

4000909

$4995
SHIPPING

10" x 18" Benchtop Wood Lathe 
Flexibility for any project
• Variable speed 650–3800 RPM    
• Spindle speed DRO
• Quick-release rest and tailstock
• Solid cast-iron construction

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

• MT#2 live and spur centers
• Footprint: 30" x 8"
• Shipping weight: ≈ 78 lbs. 
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Due to rapidly changing market conditions, our advertised 
prices may be changed at any time without prior notice. 

Please visit grizzly.com for up-to-date pricing.
Some products we sell can expose you to chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer 
and/or birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov.

WARNING! †1 : Cancer & Reproductive HarmBusiness to Business 
Equipment Financing

FINANCING AVAILABLE

800-523-4777
#GRIZZLYTOOLS

Purveyors of Fine Machinery® Since 1983

The Bear Trap Dust Collector is the ultimate solution for 

small shops, offering the power of a full-sized collector 

in a compact, versatile design. Whether working in a 

garage or a dedicated shop, the G0405 adapts to your 

setup, not the other way around. This unit delivers the 

suction needed to handle both fine dust and heavy chips, 

while the dual-stage filtration system helps maintain 

safer, quieter, and cleaner air in your workspace.

• Required power: 
120V, single-phase, 7A

• Main inlet size: 4"
• Impeller: 10", Radial fin
• Airflow capacity: 

442 CFM @ 2.5 in. SP

 Specifications:
• Max. static pressure: 6.6"
• Filtration rating: 30-Micron
• Collection capacity: 11¼ Gal.
• Footprint: 40½" x 13½"
• Dimensions: 40½" W x 18½" D x 19" H
• Approximate shipping weight: 93 lbs.

See the Grizzly dust 
collector in action!

INTRODUCTORY
PRICE

$560

G0405

$9995
SHIPPING

MADE
IN AN FACTORY

Wall-MountUndermount

3 MOUNTING
OPTIONS

Mobile 5-Micron 
Secondary 

Filter

75' 
Range 

Remote 
Control

442 CFM 
Impeller

nt M

30-Micron
Dust Bag

Patent
Pending

1 HP // BEAR TRAP // 2-STAGE

DUST COLLECTOR
MAXIMUM SUCTION, MINIMUM FOOTPRINT

NEW

24045
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 Build
34 Drill Comparison

In the convoluted world of drills and driv-
ers, Willie digs into the nitty-gritty to help 
you decide what to bring into your shop.
BY WILLIE SANDRY

46 Laptop Riser 
Basic construction and good technique 
make this laptop riser a simple-to-build 
weekend project. 
BY CHAD MCCLUNG

52 Marquetry Lamp
Stabilized endgrain veneer gives this lamp 
its mystic glow. 
BY ALBERT KLEINE

34

46 52
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 Connect
06 New Tools

What’s new in sanders, boots, 
drill bits, and more.
BY PW EDITORS

13 Workshop Tips
Tips from our readers on 
clamping, fi nishing and more.
BY PW EDITORS

 Craft
14 Air Fasteners

Pin nails, brad nails, staples, oh 
my. Learn how to choose the 
appropriate fastener for your 
project. 
BY PW EDITORS

26 Stute Wood Lathes 
The new Stutey Lathe brings 
massive capacity in a small 
footprint, all with the quality 
to match.
BY LOGAN WITTMER

06

26

14

13
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FROM THE EDITOR 

The Forgotten 
Gems

Do you ever rediscover something you forgot you even 
owned? I had one of those moments recently. Every summer 
I tackle the annual garage cleanout. Somehow, despite doing 
it every year, it never actually seems to get any cleaner. This 
time, I decided to do a purge. Buried in the back of a shelf was 
a plastic tote I hadn't opened in nearly a decade, filled with 
old woodworking books and magazines.

The real treasure? Three of the four volumes of Audels Car-
penters and Builders Guide, pictured here. If you've ever leafed 
through one of these, you get it. First published in the 1920s 
by T. Audel & Co.—one of the premier technical publishers of the 20th century—these books 
became the standard reference for generations of carpenters and builders. They're packed with 
beautifully illustrated explanations and knowledge that still holds up remarkably well today.

Working on a woodworking magazine means I spend most of my day staring at a computer. 
The last thing I usually feel like doing is reading more woodworking literature. But these books 
are different. Volume 1 covers tools, materials, joinery, and furniture construction. Volume 
2 (the one I'm missing) dives into blueprint reading, mathematics, and surveying. Volume 3 
covers foundations, framing, and structural layout, while Volume 4 moves into doors, windows, 
millwork, stairs, and finish carpentry.

If you ever stumble across a set at an estate sale or flea market, do yourself a favor and bring 
them home. They're not just collectibles—they're an incredible snapshot of how the trade was 
taught nearly a century ago, and they're still full of useful information. Now... if anyone happens 
to have an extra Volume 2 lying around, let me know. Cheers!

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

WILLIE SANDRY: Drill Review – pg. 34

Living in the Pacific Northwest, Willie Sandry is a longtime fan of Arts & Crafts 
furniture. He enjoys taking inspiration for his projects from antique furniture 
exhibitions as well as “old barn finds.” Never one to do a job partway, Willie 
has developed a vast skill set to elevate his projects. From sawing lumber and 
kiln drying it to finishing a chair with top-notch upholstery, Willie sees a project 
through from the start until the finish. YouTube: The Thoughtful Woodworker.

CHAD MCCLUNG: Laptop Riser – pg. 46
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woodworking space, teaching his craf t to readers across the US. 
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Blu-ray collection.
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Albert Kleine is a self-taught woodworker based out of a small shed in suburban 
Washington, D.C. Over the past decade, he has focused heavily on fine box making, 
more recently delving into carving, marquetry, and other decorative aspects of 
woodworking. He teaches in-person and virtually and plans on expanding classes 
to his home shop. His book, Complete Starter Guide to Making Wooden Boxes, was 
released by Fox Chapel Publishing in the Spring of 2025. Outside of woodworking, 
Albert is an economist at his day job and the proud father of Maximilian.
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 NEW TOOLS

Over the years, I've bought my fair share of inexpensive 
tools and gear. They usually seem like a good deal , but I've 
found that replacing something every year or two often 
ends up costing more than buying the right thing once. As 
I've gotten older, I've become much more intentional about 
spending my money on fewer, better-made products. The 
OT Bison boots from JK Boots fall squarely into that catego-
ry. For many people, they're a once-in-a-lifetime purchase—
but they're also built with the expectation that they'll last a 
lifetime.

JK Boots are handcrafted in Spokane Valley, Washington. 
The company traces its roots to founder John Khadzhi, who 
learned the trade as an apprentice cobbler in his native 
Ukraine before bringing those skills to the United States. 
Over the years, he built a reputation for producing excep-
tional work boots, and today his sons play an active role in 
carrying that tradition forward.

Let's address the obvious: the OT Bison boots are ex-
pensive. There's no getting around that. But after spending 
time in them, it's easy to understand why thousands of fi re-
fi ghters, loggers, welders, farmers, and other tradespeople 
depend on JK Boots every day. The craftsmanship is obvious. 
Just as impressive, though, is the comfort. Once broken in, 
they're the kind of boots you forget you're wearing.

One of the strengths of JK Boots is the level of custom-
ization. You can choose everything from boot height and 
leather color to sole style and whether or not to include 

OT Bison Boots By JK Boots

For years, one of my favorite tools was also one of the 
hardest to get. It was the magnetic dovetail guide designed 
by David Barron in the UK. I picked one up from David at 
one of the early Handworks events in Iowa. Now, thanks to 
a partnership between David Barron and Veritas, his entire 
line of magnetic dovetail guides is readily available.

The guide shown here is the 1:6 model, which is my go-to 
angle for just about every dovetail joint I cut. If your work 
calls for something diff erent, the guides are also off ered in 
ratios from 1:4 through 1:8. Each machined aluminum guide 
is anodized in a unique color for quick identifi cation and is 
also clearly marked with its dovetail ratio.

The concept is simple. An embedded magnet holds the saw 
plate at the correct angle, making it easy to produce consis-
tently accurate cuts. Simply fl ip the guide over to switch be-
tween cutting tails and pins. Low-friction tape on the guide 
protects the saw plate while allowing it to glide smoothly.

Barron Saw Guide

■  Barron Guide
Veritas
LeeValley.com
Price: $54.50

a safety toe. The pair I'm wearing features bison leather, 
which is noticeably softer than traditional work-boot leath-
er while still being durable. The pebbled texture gives them 
a refi ned look that doesn't seem out of place away from the 
jobsite—I’ve gone straight from the sawmill to dinner with-
out feeling underdressed. More importantly, they're holding 
up in ways that other boots simply haven't. I've worn holes 
through plenty of work boots after only a handful of trips 
around the mill, but these show little sign of slowing down.

The best comparison I can make goes back to my dad. 
When I was growing up, he was always talking about how 
good his old Red Wing boots were. More recently, he's com-
mented that they just aren't built the way they used to be. 
After wearing the OT Bison boots, I fi nally understand what 
he was talking about. They feel like the kind of boots people 
used to buy expecting they'd still be wearing them years 
down the road..  — Logan Wittmer

■  OT BISON BOOTS
JK Boots
JKBoots.com
Price: $699.99+ 

For woodworkers who don't cut dovetails every day, the 
David Barron Magnetic Dovetail Guide from Veritas is a 
straightforward tool that delivers consistently profession-
al-looking results. — Greg Kopp

Connect
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YOU LOVE THE IDEA OF A CNC BUT...

Learn more 
shapertools.com/origin

   ...hate the idea of programming one. Design should feel 
more like putting pencil to paper – not sitting in front of a 

 
Clean. Accurate. Precise. 

The Handheld CNC for Woodworkers
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 NEW TOOLS

There’s a love–hate relationship most shops devel-
op with sanding machines. When they work, they’re 
indispensable. They save time, and can help achieve 
even-thickness stock that exceed a planer's capabili-
ties (think thin stock). When they don’t, they can feel 
like they exist solely to test patience. Drum sanders 
tend to sit at the center of that frustration for many 
woodworkers—the constant wrestling with wrapping 
paper around a cylinder can turn a simple fl attening 
job into a drawn-out exercise in cursing and torn, 
wasted paper. Wide-belt sanders, by contrast, usually 
earn a much warmer reception — a straightforward 
belt change, consistent tracking (or oscillating), and 
predictable results. The challenge has always been 
size. Until recently, machines in that category were 
fi rmly rooted in industrial shop territory.

That’s the gap Oliver Machinery aimed at with the 
5315 wide-belt sander. Calling it a “benchtop” ma-
chine feels like a stretch at just over 300 pounds, 
though with its optional stand it lands comfortably as 
a compact, standalone unit. Once set up, it behaves 
like a proper wide-belt system should. The oscillating 
belt action helps eliminate the linear tracking marks 
associated with drum sanders, and the machine’s 110-

Oliver's Open-Ended
Wide-Belt Sander

It's hard to make a drill bit sound exciting. After 
all, they either drill holes or they don't...right? That's 
exactly what I would have said before I started using 
truly good Forstner bits. Few woodworking tools 
have a wider range in quality. You can buy an entire 
set for $20, or spend three times that on a single pre-
mium bit. Once you've used a high-end Forstner bit, 
though, it's easy to understand that diff erence.

Among the best I've used are the carbide-tipped Forst-
ner bits from Woodline. Like a quality carbide router bit, 
the carbide cutting edges stay sharp far longer than 
high-speed steel while producing exceptionally clean, 
fl at-bottomed holes with crisp entry edges. Woodline 
off ers an impressive selection of sizes, from 1/4" all 
the way up to 2-1/8", along with several of the most 
commonly used metric diameters. Rather than selling 

Woodline Carbide 
Forstner Bits

■  Forstner Bits
Woodline USA
Woodline.com
Price: $12.99+

volt power requirement keeps it accessible to most 
home shop setups without the need for dedicated 
air systems or industrial wiring. It sits in a relatively 
small class of machines that bring true wide-belt 
sanding capability into a scale that makes sense for 
serious home woodworking shops.  — Logan Wittmer

■ 5315 SANDER
Oliver Machinery
OliverMachinery.net
Price: $4110.00

only prepackaged sets, the bits are available à la carte, 
making it easy to buy only the sizes you'll actually use. 
In my shop, the sizes from 1/4" through 1" handle nearly 
every task, and being able to add individual bits makes 
building that collection practical. — Greg Kopp

Connect
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 NEW TOOLS

It's rare to fi nd a modern tool that captures the 
elegance and simplicity of those made decades ago, but 
Tooley Park has done exactly that with its marking 
gauges. At its core, it's a simple tool—a beam, a head, 
and a cutter—but every detail has been thoughtful-
ly executed. The fi t and fi nish are exceptional, the 
machining is fl awless, and the overall quality is exactly 
what I've come to expect from Phillip's work. I've used 
several Tooley Park tools over the years, and each has 
refl ected the same level of craftsmanship.

What stands out most to me is the hardware. The 
beam clamp, wear strip, and interchangeable marking 
holders are all impressively robust and beautifully 
machined, giving the gauge a reassuringly solid feel in 
use. The model shown here is the 3-in-1 version, which 
includes holders for a blade, a hardened marking 
pin, and a pencil. When not in use, each insert stores 
neatly inside the head beneath the beam slot—a clever 
touch that keeps everything together. Tooley Park 
also off ers a 4-in-1 version that adds a universal holder 
capable of accepting tools from 7mm to 12mm in 
diameter.

The gauge featured here is made from maple, though 
it's also available in purpleheart for those who prefer a 
darker, more striking appearance. Beyond the marking 

Tooley Park Marking Gauge

The R-240 Ryoba from Temple Tool Co. is a modern 
interpretation of one of Japan's most versatile hand saws. 
Featuring a 240mm double-edged blade, it combines 
dedicated rip teeth on one side with crosscut teeth on the 
other, allowing a single saw to handle everything from 
breaking down stock to cutting furniture joinery. De-
signed in the United States and crafted in Japan, the saw 
pairs traditional Japanese pull-cutting performance with 
refi ned details such as a stained Japanese wingnut wood 
handle, natural rattan wrapping, and brass hardware that 
secures a replaceable SK85 tool steel blade.

Rather than serving as a specialty tool, the R-240 is 
intended to be a general-purpose handsaw that fi ts com-
fortably into both power-tool and hand-tool shops. Its thin 
0.5mm blade produces a narrow kerf for effi  cient, accurate 
cuts and will tackle medium sized joinery without batting 
an eye. For fi ner joinery tasks, consider looking at one of 
their dozuki pull saws. 

R-240 Ryoba

■  R-240
Temple Tool Co
TempleToolCo.com
Price: $45

gauges themselves, Tooley Park also produces the MGB 
(Marking Gauge Block), an accessory that expands the 
tool's capabilities even further. That's a tool deserving 
of its own spotlight another day.   — Collin Knoff 

■ TOOLEY MARKING GAUGE
Tooley Park Tools
TooleyPark.com
Price: £130.00 

The R-240 is just one of the saws off ered by Temple Tool 
Co. In Temple's off ering, you'll fi nd saws for every task — 
dovetailing, cross cutting, ripping, fl ush trimming, and 
the like. One of the more interesting off erings is their 
Timberframing saws, which I'm looking forward to trying 
out. As a general purpose saw, you can't go wrong with a 
general purpose Ryoba, like the R-240.— Collin Knoff 

Connect
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SIGN UP AT
PopularWoodworking.com/Learn

800-472-6950
www.woodline.com

Request a copy of our free catalog

 We have your solution!

We now the NEW 

12 & 24 tooth.

joints!
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BEST NEW WOODWORKING
presents

Unmatched Precision. Unbeatable Efficiency. 
Undiluted. FujiSprays®’s D6 redefines HVLP fin-
ishing with a powerful 6-stage motor delivering 
up to 11.5 PSI, allowing users to spray most 
coatings with little to no thinning. Designed for 
cooler, longer-lasting performance and maxi-
mum ROI. Six pre-set pressure settings offer 
precise control, ensuring professional-grade 
results with minimal overspray and waste.

Visit FujiSpraySystems.com

or call 800-650-0930

D6 6-Stage HVLP 
Spray System

More than a vacuum and blower, the BABY 
GYRO AIR Dust Vacuum and Blower is a 
high-pressure dust processing system built for 
professional workshops. Featuring industri-
al-grade suction, blower functionality, patented 
Gyro Air separation technology, and intelligent 
monitoring, it gives users complete control over 
dust, debris, and cleanup throughout the work-
space.

Visit HarveyWoodworking.com

or call 888-211-0397

Looks Like a Baby. 
Works Like a Beast.

Milescraft® 1404 
RipSawGuide™

Break down large sheets with confidence, in 
the shop or on the jobsite. The RipSawGuide™ 
fits sidewinder and worm drive circular saws 
with 5-1/2" to 7-1/4" Blades, and secures your 
saw with four clamps. The all-metal construc-
tion minimizes flex for straighter, more accu-
rate cuts. The adjustable edge guide reaches 
up to 24", and laser-etched micro-adjust 
scales in 1/16" increments make dialing in 
your cut simple. 

Visit Milescraft.com

or call 224-227-6930

Make the 3M™ Pro Grade Precision™ 3-in-1 
Sanding Sponge the one you reach for. With 
a flat side, textured dust channeling surface, 
and angled edge, the Pro Grade Precision™

3-in-1 sponge is designed for versatility, 
flexibility, and durability. Use it wet or dry. 
From job to job. 

3M™ Pro Grade 
Precision™ 3-in-1 Sand-
ing Sponge

Available at your local 

hardware and paint retailer.

The Kreg Edge™ 20V Ionic Drive Loose Tenon 
Joiner brings true cordless loose tenon joinery 
to your shop. Strong, hidden, and permanent, 
loose tenon joints ensure projects are built to 
last, and the  Kreg  Edge makes it faster and 
more approachable than ever before. An oscil-
lating carbide cutter creates precise mortises 
fast, with auto-centering stops, a micro-ad-
justable fence, quick width changes, and built-
in chip relief for clean, repeatable results.

Visit KregTool.com

or call 800-447-8638

Kreg® Edge™ 20V Ionic 
Drive Loose Tenon 
Joiner

The  Kreg  3-1/4 HP SureSpeed™ Fixed-Base 
Router is built for advanced woodworkers and 
production work that demand sustained, pro-
fessional-grade performance. Its 3-1/4 HP, 15-
amp motor features a speed sensor that con-
tinuously adjusts RPM to maintain consistent 
speed under load — through hardwoods, raised 
panels, and large-profile bits. Variable speed 
and a soft-start motor give you precise control 
for any material.

Visit KregTool.com

or call 800-447-8638

Kreg® 3¼   HP Sure-
Speed™ Fixed-Base 
Router

2610_PW_FOB_v1.indd   12 7/15/26   11:16 AM



Knew Concepts has improved their fret saws into a 
new Mk. V version.  The Mk. V is an upgraded suc-
cessor to the lighter Mk. III line, with a stronger frame, 
and improved blade clamps.  The new clamps have a 
witness hole so you can see the tail of the blade to 
make sure it's seated properly.  The new clamps also 
have a stronger grip, to go with the stronger frame, 
and the witness hole sheds sawdust, so they don't 
jam up.  The Heavy Duty Mk. IV line familiar to most 
woodworkers also benefits from the R&D by getting 
the new improved clamps as well.  So new Mk. IV's 
have their own versions of the improved witness hole 
clamps.  The Mk. IV's can rotate their blade clamps 
360 degrees, while the Mk. V's can go 45 degrees 
either side of zero.  Both of them are outstanding for 
dovetails and detailed fret work.

Visit KnewConcepts.com

or call 831-234-4652

Knew Concepts, Knew Saw 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

TOOLS & PRODUCTS

Introducing the SNIPER Intelligent Drill 
Press—the woodworking industry's first drill 
press featuring Embodied Artificial Intelligence 
(EAI). With intelligent positioning, advanced 
safety protection, and a user-friendly interface, 
Sniper delivers a new level of precision and 
interaction, redefining what woodworkers can 
expect from a drill press.

Visit BridgeCityTools.com

or call 888-211-0397

The Future of Drilling 
Is Here

WORKSHOP TIPS

Bored Block On Slotted Base
This benchtop gluing jig lets you 

see, and adjust, both faces of the mi-
ter joint while clamping it. Hold the 
joint tight, without glue, while you 
clamp one board in place. Then apply 
glue to both mitered faces. Push the 
unclamped board into place, then 
add the second bar clamp.

To make this jig, cut a diagonal 
notch halfway across a 7-in.-square 
piece of medium-density fiberboard. 
The notch lets you see if the joint is 
closed on the under-side, as well as 
letting the glue dry thoroughly. For 
the clamping block, glue together 
two 4-in. squares of ply-wood, drill 
a 2-in. hole in the middle, and screw 
this assembly to the fiberboard with 
one square corner over the slot. Be 
sure the corner of the block is square, 
or your pre-cisely-cut 45-degree joint 
faces won't be flush when you clamp 
them together.

Titebond Quick & Thick Multi-Surface 
Glue is the thickest, fastest-drying wa-
ter-based glue available for use with porous 
and semi-porous materials. It is ideal for 
wood, pottery, ceramic, stone, glass, fab-
rics, leather and most craft-type materials. 
It also develops a bond stronger than the 
wood itself, dries clear and is unaffected by 
finishes.

Visit Titebond.com

or call 800-347-4583

Excellent Adhesion 
for Multiple Surfaces
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Magnetic Nail Starter

WORKSHOP TIPS

This plywood stand for power tools is compact and mobile. To lock 
the stand in place, just fl ip down the hinged board at the base.

Cut the hinged board wide enough so it will lift the casters off  the 
fl oor when you fl ip it down. Screw it on the bottom of one of the end 
panels using 3-in.-wide butt hinges and attach rubber door bumpers 
for added slip resistance.

When you're planing or jointing (in the direction of the fl ipped-
down board) the stand can't move.

Power Tool Caddy

I always felt the need for a second pair of hands 
when it came to varnishing shelves or doors.

A good solution is to hang them up. A series of eye-
hooks screwed into the fl oor joists turned my shop 
ceiling into a helping hand. Two hooks screwed into 
both ends of each shelf allow them to be suspended 
in mid-air where I can varnish all the sides with ease. 
A length of bailing wire with loops twisted on the 
ends is hooked on the bottom pair of hooks to steady 
the shelf while fi nishing. 
— David Banister (Tallahassee, FL)

Varnishing Hang Up

Over the years I've built dozens of cabinets. Install-
ing the little nails for the shelf standards was the worst 
part of this job until I discovered this little device called 
a mag-netizer. It's commonly used to magnetize screw-
drivers for picking up screws. I used it to magnetize my 
nail set and now I can pick up and start the little nails 
with ease. —Floyd Steck

RUBBER 
FEET

FLIP DOWN BOARD TO 
LOCK CASTERS

Connect
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 WORKSHOP TIPS

Drill a perfectly centered hole in a sphere by fi rst 
counterboring a hole in a scrap board clamped to your 
table. Drill the counterbore using a Forstner or spade 
bit that's roughly half the diameter of the sphere. Re-
place the fi rst bit with a brad point, nest the sphere in 
the counterbore and drill away. 

Center A Hole In A Sphere

Is the back of your chisel really 
flat? For accurate paring, it has 
to be as flat as flat can be, for at 
least 2 to 3". Even though your 
chisel may look like it's OK, it 
probably needs to be lapped to 
make it truly flat.

Lapping consists of two stages: 
flattening and polishing. First, 
you flatten the back by rubbing 
it hard on sandpaper that's ad-
hered to a flat surface.

I've used a ¹�₄" thick piece of 
glass, the cast iron wing of a 
tablesaw, or the bed of a jointer, 
but my favorite lapping surface 
is an inexpensive granite surface 
plate (see Source, below).

Start with 220 grit paper. Take 
a few strokes and examine the 
back. If it's really bad, begin 
lapping in earnest with 80 grit 
paper. On most chisels, I start 
with 120 grit. If the back is pret-

Accurate Paring Requires A Flat Back
ty good, stick with the 220 grit.

On your first grit, keep sand-
ing until the scratches go all the 
way from corner to corner and 
2"to 3" up the length of the back. 
This completes the flattening 
stage.

In the next stage, polish the 
back with finer and finer grits. 
A complete sequence is 80, 120, 
180, 220, and 320 grit paper. 
(You can go even farther, and 
save wear on your stones, by 
using 15 micron and 5 micron 
3M PSA-backed Microfinishing 
paper. See Sources, below.)

When you switch to a finer grit, 
lap in a different direction, so 
the scratches make a different 
pattern. Keep lapping on each 
grit until the scratches made by 
the previous grit disappear.

Once you've finished with 320 

grit, continue lapping on your 
stones-assuming they're flat.

For abrasives, I prefer 3M's 
PSA Gold, which is available 
in discs or rolls at auto supply 
stores. It cuts faster than any 
other paper commonly available 
and doesn't require a sprayed-on 
adhesive.

I needed a ¹�₄" ze-
ro-clearance throat plate 
for cutting dadoes the 
other day, but my throat 
plate only had a ³�₄" slot 
in it. I didn't want to 
interrupt my project to 
make or buy a new throat 
plate, so | turned the old 
one 180° and cut a new 
slot in it. Why hadn't I 
thought of that before? 
Now, whenever I make a 
new throat plate, I make 
it two-sided right off  the 
bat. 

— Dean O. Travis

Two-Sided 
Tablesaw 
Insert

Connect
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If you've ever wanted to feel 
overwhelmed by choices, take 
a stroll down the fastener aisle 
at your local hardware store. 
Around here, that usually means 
Menards, where three full aisles 
are packed with every screw, 
nail, bolt, and specialty fastener 
imaginable. I rarely buy screws 
or common nails there—I prefer 
higher-quality options—but I 
almost always stop to browse the 
pneumatic fasteners. Brad nails, 
fi nish nails, pin nails, staples...
there are far more choices than 
most woodworkers realize.

Unlike screws, pneumatic fas-
teners aren't interchangeable. If 
you're driving screws, swapping 
sizes is as simple as changing the 
driver bit. Traditional nails? Grab 
a bigger hammer. Pneumatic 
fasteners have to match the tool, 

and every nailer is designed for a 
specifi c job. Choosing the wrong 
combination can lead to split 
stock, poor holding power, or a 
fastener that's simply too visible. 
In this article, we'll look at the 
most common pneumatic fasten-
ers you'll fi nd in a woodworking 
shop—and when each one makes 
the most sense. 

When To Use a Nailer?When To Use a Nailer?

Before diving into the fasteners 
themselves, it's worth clearing up 
one point. Throughout this arti-
cle, I'll use the term pneumatic 
nailer, but nearly everything here 
applies equally well to today's 
battery-powered models.

Most of the nailers in my shop 
are pneumatic. I use modern oil-
free Senco guns that still require 

an air hose but need very little 
maintenance. Older pneumatic 
nailers and staplers are a differ-
ent story. They typically require 
a few drops of oil before use, and 
if they spend months hanging on 
the wall collecting dust, they'll 
often need to be cleaned and 
lubricated before they're ready to 
work smoothly again.

I also own several battery-pow-
ered nailers, and they've become 
impressively capable. Runtime 
is excellent, and not having to 
drag out an air hose is undeniably 
convenient. Even so, I still prefer 
pneumatic tools for most shop 
work because of one feature: con-
trol. With a pneumatic gun, I can 
make precise depth adjustments 
simply by tweaking the regulator 
on my compressor. Battery nail-
ers usually offer depth adjust-

 Air Fasteners
Choosing the right fastener can mean the difference between a clean, 
lasting joint and a frustrating repair. Learn when to use pin nails, brads, 
finish nails, and narrow crown staples to get the best results every time.
By Logan Wittmer
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Air Fasteners

2

ment as well, but I find it less 
intuitive and not nearly as fine-
tuned as adjusting air pressure.

It's also worth pointing out 
that air fasteners absolutely have 
a place in fine woodworking. We 
all like to imagine every project 
featuring flawless joinery and 
hidden mechanical fasteners, but 
sometimes a nailer is simply the 
most efficient solution without 
sacrificing quality.

Take the two examples shown 
here. In the top photo, brad nails 
are used to assemble the sides 
of the Norwegian Linen Chest 
(Popular Woodworking #282). 
The goal of that project was 
quick, repeatable construction, 
and simple butt joints were both 
the fastest approach and faithful 
to the original piece, which was 
assembled with common nails.

In the lower photo, Collin 
is assembling the shelves for 
the Dust Deputy Cart (Popular 
Woodworking #284). Here, the 
Baltic birch dividers are glued 
in place, with a few 23-gauge pin 
nails added only to hold the parts 
while the glue cures. The pins 
contribute very little structural 
strength—they simply act as tiny 
clamps until the adhesive does 
its job.

Both examples highlight what 
nailers do best: speeding assem-
bly, holding parts in position, and 
making shop work more efficient. 
Now let's look at the fasteners 
themselves and why each de-
serves a place in the shop. 

1

1. A-battery powered brad nailer is. portable and off ers a large number. of shots-on one charge.
The battery platform is a bit less cumbersome, as it doesn't-require an airhose.

2. Pin nailers, such as this pneumatic version off er a lot of power with a tiny (almost invisible)
entry hole.
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Air Fasteners

We'll kick things off with my 
favorite—and by far my most-
used—fastener: the 23-gauge pin 
nail. Often called a headless pinner, 
this fastener is exactly what it 
sounds like. As you can see in 
the photo above, there's no head 
at all—just a straight wire about 

.025" in diameter (slightly smaller 
than 1/32"). They may be tiny, but I 
reach for them constantly.

The biggest advantage of a pin 
nail is the nearly invisible hole it 
leaves behind. Take a look at the 
inset photos showing pin holes in 
oak and Baltic birch plywood. In 
an open-grained wood like oak, the 
hole practically disappears into the 
grain. I honestly can't remember 
the last time I filled a pin nail hole, 

even on a finished project. More 
often than not, sanding dust packs 
the tiny opening, making it virtual-
ly impossible to find.

I use pin nails anytime I need 
a strong—but temporary—hold. 
During panel glue-ups, a couple 
of pins keep boards from skating 
around while clamps are tightened. 
They're also excellent for holding 
difficult-to-clamp parts while the 
glue cures, essentially acting as 
tiny clamps themselves. Delicate 
moldings, inlays, appliqués, and 
other small details are all perfect 
candidates. Because there's no 
head, they're also easy to pull back 
out with a pair of pliers, making 
them ideal for temporarily attach-
ing routing templates or patterns.

Of course, their size is also their 
biggest limitation. A 23-gauge pin 
offers very little holding power 
on its own and almost no shear 
strength. Think of it as a position-
ing tool, not a structural fastener. 
If the joint needs real strength, 
glue—or another form of joinery—
should be doing the work, not the 
pin.

Pin nails are available in a range of 
lengths, but if I could only keep one 
size in the shop, it would be 1". It's 
long enough to keep panels aligned 
during glue-ups, yet short enough to 
avoid poking through when attach-
ing thin moldings or appliqués. If 
you own a pin nailer, a box of 1" pins 
will handle the vast majority of jobs 
you'll encounter.

 23ga. Pin Nail OAK

PLYWOOD

Both ends appear the 
same, but feed direction is 

printed on the side

Clipped, "chisel point" end 
offers a clean entry hole 

with little blowout

23 ga. pin nails usually do 
not offer an adhesive coating 

like larger fasteners

• Available in sizes from ³�₈"- 2"

• 23 ga. is a .025" shank diameter

• Entry hole is approximately ¹�₁₆"

Great for:Great for:

 » Pinning Panels

 » Acting as Clamps

 » Attaching Light Moldings

 » Temporarily Holding on Patterns

 

PW_2607_FEA_AirFasteners_v3.indd   20 7/14/26   10:31 AM



FOR THE COLLECTOR. 
FOR THE CRAFTSMAN. FOR THE LEGACY.

The 2025 Magazine Archives are now available 
for purchase on the Woodsmith Online Store.

Discover decades of  woodworking knowledge and history in these newly 
released 2025 magazine archives. Three of  the very best woodworking 
magazines are now available to explore with every issue through 2025. 

Shop now at 
store.woodsmith.com

NEW FOR 2025
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Air Fasteners

As biased as I am with my pinner, if 
I had to pick one nailer that every 
woodworker should own, it would 
probably be an 18-gauge brad nailer. 
While a 23-gauge pin nailer excels at 
holding parts in place until the glue 
dries, a brad nailer offers enough 
holding power to tackle a much 
wider range of shop tasks. The nails 
themselves are larger in diameter, 
have a small head, and are designed 
to provide real mechanical holding 
strength while still leaving a relative-
ly small hole.

That extra holding power comes at 
the cost of a slightly more noticeable 
hole. The small head helps lock the 
fastener into the workpiece, making 
it much less likely to pull out than 
a pin nail. In many woods, the hole 

is still easy to disguise with a little 
sanding or a dab of filler. On painted 
projects, a quick touch of wood filler 
before finishing usually makes the 
holes disappear completely.

Brad nails are my go-to choice 
whenever the fastener needs to 
contribute strength to the assembly. 
They're excellent for attaching face 
frames, installing trim, assembling 
shop fixtures, or building projects 
where speed is just as important as 
appearance. They also do a great job 
holding glued joints together while 
the adhesive cures, but unlike pin 
nails, they continue providing useful 
holding power long after the glue has 
dried. I'll never forget the first time 
I saw Norm on New Yankee Work-
shop shoot a brad into a dado joint to 

hold everything — genius!

Like every fastener, however, brad 
nails have their limits. They're strong 
enough for light assembly and trim 
work, but they're not intended for 
structural joinery. The larger size  
means they're more likely to split 
moldings or stock if you're working 
too close to an edge. When appear-
ance is the top priority or the materi-
al is especially fragile, a 23-gauge pin 
nail is often the better choice.

18 ga. brad nails are available from 
5/8" to 2". In my shop, I use 1-1/4" 
brads the most. They're long enough 
to fasten most trim, face frames, and 
plywood components while still 
being short enough to avoid blowing 
through thinner material.

 18ga. Brad Nail OAK

PLYWOOD

Slight head on the top
(.080")

 Shank is .046" diameter

Grooves in shank
help offer extra 
holding power

• Available in sizes from ⁵�₈"- 2"

• 18 ga. is a .046" shank diameter

• Entry hole is approximately ¹�₈"

Great for:Great for:

 » Holding Moldings and Trim

 » Quick Assembly Tasks

 » Semi-structural Tasks (Dadoes)

 » Attaching Face Frames

 

Same clipped point as 
other fasteners
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If there's one fastener that 
doesn't get nearly the credit it 
deserves, it's the 18-gauge narrow 
crown staple. It may not be as 
glamorous as a brad nailer, but it's 
one of the hardest-working tools 
in my shop. Anytime strength 
matters more than hiding the 
fastener, there's a good chance I'm 
reaching for a stapler instead.

Unlike a brad nail, a narrow 
crown staple has two legs con-
nected by a small crown. Those 
two points of contact dramatically 
increase the staple's resistance to 
twisting and pulling out, making 
it a surprisingly strong fastener 
for sheet goods and casework. It 
also does an excellent job pulling 
parts tightly together as it's driven, 

helping to keep assemblies aligned.

One of my favorite uses for 
narrow crown staples is attaching 
cabinet backs. Whether it's plywood 
or hardboard, staples hold the panel 
securely while adding rigidity to the 
entire cabinet. They're also my first 
choice when building shop cabinets, 
drawer boxes, jigs, and utility proj-
ects where the joinery won't be seen. 
If the fasteners are going to end up 
hidden inside the case or against a 
wall, I see little reason not to take 
advantage of the extra holding pow-
er a staple provides.

The downside, of course, is 
appearance. A staple leaves a wider 
hole, and the head is much more 
noticeable if it isn't buried or con-

cealed. They're generally not a fas-
tener I'd use on exposed furniture 
parts or decorative trim. Like brads, 
staples also work best when paired 
with glue rather than being relied on 
as the sole means of holding a joint 
together, though all the paneling in 
my shop is held up with just staples.

Narrow crown staples are avail-
able in a variety of lengths, typically 
from 1/2" to 1-1/2". In my shop, I 
use 1-1/2" staples most often. They 
provide plenty of holding power for 
3/4" sheet goods without creat-
ing unnecessary risk of blowing 
through the opposite face. For 
hidden joinery, cabinet backs, and 
shop projects, they're one of the 
most useful—and most over-
looked—fasteners you can own. 

 18ga. Staple OAK

PLYWOOD

Coating on staples help 
feed through gun and offers 

extra holding power

Double clip point on both 
legs of the staples

• Available in sizes from ¹�₂"- 1 ¹�₂"

• 18 ga. is a .046" shank diameter

• Entry hole is approximately ¹�₄"

Great for:Great for:

 » Attaching Backs to Cabinets

 » Hidden Joinery Tasks

 » Attaching Panels to Walls

 » Drawer Joinery (Where Hidden)

 

 Shank is .046" diame-
ter, with .25" width
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When the job calls for maxi-
mum holding power, I reach for a 
15-gauge fi nish nailer. Of the fasten-
ers covered in this article, it's the 
closest thing to a true construction 
fastener while still being perfectly 
at home in a woodworking shop. 
The larger diameter nail and pro-
nounced head give it signifi cantly 
more holding power than a brad 
nail, making it suitable for applica-
tions where the fastener becomes 
part of the structure—not just a 
temporary clamp.

That added strength makes a 
15-gauge nail my fi rst choice for 
installing solid wood trim, fas-
tening door and window casings, 
securing baseboard and crown 
molding, and assembling larger 

shop fi xtures. It's also an excellent 
option anywhere parts need to be 
held securely while glue cures. In 
many situations, a properly placed 
fi nish nail provides enough me-
chanical strength that you can keep 
on working without worrying about 
the glue curing.

The tradeoff  is, obviously, 
visibility. A 15-gauge nail leaves a 
noticeably larger hole than other 
fasteners and the head is designed 
to lock the it into the wood rather 
than disappear. For painted trim, a 
little fi ller and a coat of paint make 
them virtually disappear. Unpaint-
ed projects? A little tougher

While a fi nish nail is remarkably 
strong, it's important to remember 

what it is—and what it isn't. It can 
absolutely serve as a structural 
fastener for trim work, cabinet 
installation, and many shop-built 
projects, but it isn't a replacement 
for proper joinery that carries the 
real structural loads in furniture 
making. Think of a fi nish nail as the 
strongest member of the pneumat-
ic fastener family, capable of doing 
jobs that would quickly overwhelm 
a brad nail or pin nail (unless of 
course, you're building furniture 
with framing nails).

Finish nails are available in 
lengths from about 1" to 2-1/2", and 
I fi nd myself reaching for 2" nails 
most often. PW - Logan Wittmer

15ga. Finish Nail OAK

PLYWOOD

D-shaped head for feeding

Coating lubricates during 
feeding and improves 

holding

15 ga. nailers are often 
angled at 34° 

• Available in sizes from 1 ¹�₄"- 2 ¹�₂"

• 15 ga. is a .072" shank diameter

• Entry hole is approximately ¹�₈"

Great for:Great for:

» Attaching Wavy Trim

» Semi-Structural Fastening

» Shop Fixtures

» Stair and Door Trim

Larger fasteners 
are often

banded with a 
plastic strip
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The Stutey Lathe:
A Different Way to Think About Woodturning
By Logan Wittmer

Woodworking is full of spe-
cialties. There's carving, scroll 
saw work, marquetry, chair-
making, turning, and countless 
others. The deeper you dive 
into any one of those disci-
plines, the more you discover 
an entirely different world of 
tools and equipment that many 
woodworkers have never even 
heard of.

Woodturning is a perfect 
example.

I've never hidden the fact that 
I'm an avid turner. When I'm 
not building furniture, there's 
a good chance I'm standing in 
front of one of my lathes mak-
ing shavings. And while many 
woodworkers think of a lathe 
as just another machine in the 

shop, turners know it's often the 
centerpiece. In fact, it's not un-
common for a serious turner to 
spend more on a lathe than many 
woodworkers have invested in 
their entire shop.

In this article, I want to in-
troduce you to one of the most 
interesting lathes I've ever used: 
the Stutey Lathe.
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The Stutey Lathe

The Stubby Story

Just before COVID, I stum-
bled across a lathe online unlike 
anything I'd ever seen. It was the 
Stubby S1000, built by AMP Engi-
neering Solutions in Australia.

At fi rst glance it looked almost 
futuristic—something Optimus 
Prime might have designed. The 
bed could slide and pivot, and a 
variety of bed extensions could be 
mounted in diff erent positions. 
It looked less like a convention-
al lathe and more like the Swiss 
Army knife of woodturning. Add 
an all-cast-iron construction, and 
I was convinced it was capable 
of handling just about anything I 
wanted to turn.

I was ready to buy one.

I had pricing from the manufac-
turer and was preparing to place 
an order when COVID changed 
everyone's plans. Looking back, 
that delay turned out to be fortu-
nate. It appears that many Stubby 
lathes ordered during the pandem-
ic never reached their owners, and 
production eventually stopped 
altogether.

Even so, my interest in the de-
sign never faded.

Whenever Stubby lathes ap-
peared for sale, one name seemed 
to surface repeatedly: Pedro 
Castaneda. Pedro had become 
well known for buying, restoring, 
and selling Stubby lathes in the 
United States. When I reached out 
to him, he explained that he had 
begun working with Greg Stute, an 
Australian manufacturer who had 
started to produce after market 
parts for the Stubby, as well as a 
lathe in the Stubby style.

Greg's new company was prepar-
ing a production run for the U.S. 
market, now under the name Stute 
Wood Lathes (The Stutey 3040).

1

2

After several conversations 
with Greg and Pedro, we arranged 
to bring one into the Popular 
Woodworking shop for a few 
months before it continued on 
to SWOT in Texas. My goal was 
simple: spend enough time with 
the machine to understand what 

made this style of lathe so unique 
and share that experience with 
our readers.

After several weeks of turning, 
I can honestly say the Stutey 
delivered on every expectation I'd 
built up over the years.

1. As a gap-bed lathe, the entire bed of the Stutey 3040 slides to 
the right. Doing so provides up to 40" between centers.

2. With the bed in the extended, not only do you gain extra room 
between centers, but also you gain up to 30" of swing within the 
gap. This allows for turning of large vessels, platters, and bowls.
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What Makes the Stutey Diff erent?What Makes the Stutey Diff erent?

At fi rst glance, the Stutey is ob-
viously a lathe—but it doesn't look 
quite like any other lathe you've 
seen.

The defi ning feature is its sliding, 
pivoting bed. Rather than being 
fi xed in one position, the bed rides 
on a rotating turret that allows it to 
move both laterally and rotational-
ly. That single design decision com-
pletely changes what the machine 
is capable of.

Although the lathe has a 16" 
swing in its standard confi guration, 
sliding the bed creates a gap-bed 
arrangement capable of turning 
workpieces up to 30" in diameter 
while also extending the distance 
between centers to 40 inches.

In practical terms, it combines 
two machines into one.

It has the compact footprint and 
ergonomics of a dedicated bowl 
lathe, yet with the bed extended 
it has the capacity to comfortably 
handle long spindle work. Few 
lathes excel at both, but this one 
genuinely does.

Those specifi cations are impres-

3

sive, but they aren't what sold me.

What really elevates the Stutey 
into the premium category is the 
execution.

The machine is built entirely 
from cast iron and machined in 
Australia. Everything about it feels 
substantial. More importantly, 
nearly every feature suggests it was 
designed by someone who actually 
spends time turning.

The 3-horsepower motor might 
seem oversized for a machine with 
this footprint, but once you begin 
turning large platters or bowls 
in the gap-bed confi guration, the 
extra horsepower makes perfect 
sense.

Then there are the thoughtful 
details.

One of my favorites is the built-
in vacuum system. On most lathes, 
using a vacuum chuck means 
removing the handwheel from the 
headstock every time you connect 
your vacuum line. The Stutey 
instead routes vacuum through 
a dedicated threaded port in the 
headstock, allowing you to leave 
the handwheel installed while per-
manently plumbing your vacuum 

system. It's a small feature that 
dramatically improves day-to-day 
usability.

The same philosophy shows up 
throughout the machine.

Every adjustment knob is 
machined from steel rather than 
molded plastic. It seems like a 
minor detail until you've owned 
expensive machines with plastic 
controls that never quite matched 
the quality of the rest of the lathe.

There are thoughtful conve-
niences everywhere you look. A 
recessed tray on top of the head-
stock provides a natural place to 
set tools while you're working. 
Both the control pendant and RPM 
display can be positioned wherever 
they're easiest to see. There's even 
a dedicated hanger behind the 
headstock for the spindle wrenches 
so they always have a home.

None of these features is revolu-
tionary on its own.

Together, though, they create a 
machine that simply feels like it 
was designed by a turner instead of 
an engineer working from a specifi -
cation sheet.
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5

More Than Just Another Lathe

This wasn't intended to be a 
formal tool review. I could spend 
pages talking about what I like 
about the Stutey—and most of it 
would be deserved—but that isn't 
really the point.

Instead, I wanted to introduce 
you to a style of lathe that many 
woodworkers have never encoun-
tered.

Today's woodworking market 
is fi lled with machines that share 
remarkably similar castings, 
diff ering little more than the paint 
color and the badge on the front. 
There's nothing inherently wrong 
with that, but it's refreshing to see 
a company rethink what a lathe 
can be instead of simply reproduc-
ing what's already available.

The Stutey is one of those ma-
chines.

It's thoughtfully designed, 
exceptionally well built, and full 
of practical innovations that come 
from understanding how turners 
actually work. Whether or not it's 
the right lathe for your shop, it's 
proof that there are still manufac-
turers willing to challenge conven-
tional designs and build tools with 
genuine purpose behind them.

As woodworkers, those are the 
kinds of machines worth paying 
attention to.

PW – Logan Wittmer

4

3. The defi ning design of the Stutey is the ability for the bed to 
move on its turret. As you can see in Photo 3, the bed slides to 
the right, then can pivot towards the operator.

4. The castings of the Stutey lathe are heavy, and machined beautifully.

5. The turret of the Stutey lathe locks in place with a registration 
pin. With the pin removed, the bed can pivot to any orientation

6. As if the pivoting bed wasn't versatile enough, the Stutey has 
an auxiliary bed that can mount in various positions around the 
lathe to reach nearly any area of a turning.

6

StuteWoodLathes.com.au
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Rags Were Never Designed 
for Finishing

For decades, woodwork-
ers have been forced to fin-
ish projects with shop rags 
that were never designed to 
release what they soak up. 
The result? Oversaturated 
rags, drips, wasted finish, 
and lint left behind on the 
workpiece.

The MāKRS Stain Pad 
Original was designed 
specifically for wood finishing. Its patented foam-
core design delivers controlled release of finish 
during application for smoother, more consistent 
results with fewer drips, greater control, and less 
waste. The loop-less microfiber applies even coats 
without lint or snags, while the cut-to-size design 
gives you precision control for trim, corners, and 
detailed work.

Visit makrs.tools and use coupon code
WOODWORKER26 for 15% off.

Milescraft® 1404 RipSaw-
Guide™

Break down large sheets with confi dence in the 
shop or on the jobsite. The RipSawGuide fi ts side-
winder and worm-drive circular saws from 5 ¹�₂  in. to 
7 ¹�₄ in., securing your saw at four points of contact 
with a built-in rubber grip. All-metal construction 
minimizes fl ex for straighter, more accurate cuts. 
The adjustable edge guide reaches up to 24 in., and 
laser-etched micro-adjust scales in ¹�₁₆ in. increments 
make dialing in your cut simple.

Woodpeckers® Joinery Sled
Frustrated by spending time building jigs instead 

of finishing projects? Woodpeckers Joinery Sled is 
just what you need. It replaces dozens of shopmade 
jigs and adds silky-smooth microadjustment. The 
patented leaf spring miter bar adjusts for a perfect 
fit in poorly machined or time-worn miter slots that 
are nominally ³�₈ in. by ³�₄ in. Perhaps best of all, it isn’t 
just a table-saw jig and it isn’t just a router-table jig. 
It’s both!

Visit woodpeck.com for more information.

DFC 500 DOMINO Joiner
Strong joints. No cords. 

Ready for any job. The 
DOMINO system makes 
wood joints that hold tight 
and last. Its special cutting 
motion creates twist-proof 
holes that fit DOMINO 
Tenons perfectly. DOMI-
NO Tenons lock in like a 
mortiseand- tenon, with the adjustability of biscuits 
and the strength of dowels. That means perfect align-
ment and solid hold—great for cabinets, tables, and 
even outdoor builds.

Product Showcase
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Sutherland Welles Finishes

Woodline Catalog

Sutherland Welles, Ltd., has been handcrafting 
exceptional polymerized tung oil wood fi nishes 
since 1965. Using only the highest-quality raw 
materials, including American-grown tung oil, we 
polymerize our oils in our Providence, R.I., facility 
to create traditional fi nishes designed for the con-
temporary woodworker.

VOC-exempt, GREENGUARD Gold–certifi ed, and 
compliant in all 50 states, our fi nishes are both en-
vironmentally conscious and fi nisherfriendly while 
delivering lasting beauty, depth, and durability.

Learn more at sutherlandwelles.com.

Order the latest catalog today from Woodline 
USA—your trusted source for premium carbide 
router bits, shaperctters, sawblades, CNC tooling, 
and woodworking accessories. Professional-quality 
products, expert support, and fast ordering are just 
a click away at woodline.com.  Or call 800-472-6950.

Woodworking Joinery
Machine

Featured in Fine Woodworking’s “Timeline of 
Tool Innovation,” the PantoRouter® is a leap for-
ward for woodworkers from novice to professional. 
Discover the PantoRouter advantage:

• Ease of use—create precise mortise-and-tenon 
joints, box joints, and dovetails in minutes

• Effi  cient—streamline with a single tool, saving 
time so you can focus on design creativity

• Accurate—specialized templates and guides for 
exact cuts

• Safe—features that protect users from hazards, 
making it ideal for the classroom

The PantoRouter 
is a revolution in 
woodworking. To 
learn more, visit 
pantorouter.com.

Now More 
Than Ever, 
It’s Time
to Buy
American

“Made in USA” 
means old-fashioned 
quality. It means 
parts and accessories on the shelf, ready when you 
need them. It means people on the other end of the 
phone who build and run the machines you’re asking 
about. Woodmaster’s unique combo of bigcompany 
muscle and small-company attitude is simply unavail-
able from companies importing overseas machines.

Woodmaster has been making planers, molders, 
and drum sanders since 1983. To learn more, call 
800-821-6651 or visit woodmastertools.com.

2610_PW_PRODUCTSHOWCASE.indd   31 7/13/26   12:10 PM



32  ■ POPULAR WOODWORKING

Arbortech SpheroPlane®

Orion 950 Smart Pinless
Wood Moisture Meter Kit

Create a spherical wooden bowl or ball without 
a lathe using the Arbortech SpheroPlane. This 
tool attaches to your angle grinder and features an 
adjustable carving radius, allowing you to create 
projects both large and small. Transform a rough 
piece of wood into a fi nished masterpiece easily 
with the included Sanding System. A must-have in 
your woodworking arsenal, the SpheroPlane turns 
every project into a ball of fun!

For more information, visit arbortechtools.com.

The Orion 950 Smart Pinless Wood Moisture 
Meter Kit is the allin- one solution for busy profes-
sionals desiring superior accuracy and multi-tool 
functionality. The Orion 950 features an onboard 
equilibrium moisture content (EMC) calculator, 
Bluetooth connectivity to free smart-device apps, 
built-in temperature/RH sensor, and more.

To learn more, go to
wagnermeters.com.

Custom Knives and Cutters 
for 100 Years

Now celebrating its 100th anniversary, Charles 
G. G. Schmidt & Co. makes custom and standard 
profi led knives for woodworking machines of all types. 
Schmidt can make knives to duplicate any profi le, and 
these knives are ground on the most sophisticated 
grinding machines. Schmidt can also manufacture 
other heads and cutters for woodworking companies 
of all sizes; custom router bits are a specialty. From 
one profi le to hundreds, Schmidt has the capacity to 
deliver.

Call us at 800-SCHMIDT, and visit cggschmidt.com 
to download our new 100-year-anniversary catalog.

What Makes an Epic Edge?
Stable, flat, easy to clean. Hap Stanley designs pre-

cision advanced abrasives for epic edge creation in 
modern steels. Nano Hone abrasives cut the hardest 
steels and leave beautiful polishes on your hand tools.

Visit nanohone.com to learn more.

Product Showcase

2610_PW_PRODUCTSHOWCASE.indd   32 7/13/26   12:10 PM



POPULARWOODWORKING.COM ■ 33

Cordless Stapler for the
Precision Woodworker

Oliver’s New 10080 8-in. 
Benchtop Jointer

The Grex GC9032 cordless stapler provides 
pneumatic-level power and balance in a lightweight, 
compact frame. Optimized for precision, it features 
a long narrow nose for tight access and a multiangle 
safety. An integrated rail system and nose guide 
mounting points support versatile attachments, 
including an adjustable edge guide, a fl ashlight, and 
a dual-sided guide for centering staples on ½ in. and 
¾ in. panels. More attachments will be introduced 
to adapt to more applications and trades.

To learn more, contact us at 323-318-2828 or 
info@grexusa.com.

The new 10080 benchtop jointer includes 
features you would typically find on Oliver’s 
floor-standing jointers—features like an HCX 
helical cutterhead, cast-iron fence and tables, a 
2-hp universal motor, and a built-in chip-evacua-
tion blower. These features, in addition to Oliver’s 
well-known build quality and long service life, 
make the new 10080 a standout in the benchtop 
jointer space that really has no competition.

Introducing
the ShopBot
Carolina
Series ATC

The ShopBot 
Carolina Series ATC—
our most aff ordable 
full-size ATC yet—de-
livers automatic tool 
changing for the small shop. Seamless bit changes 
mean complex work—3D textures, lettering, multistep 
cuts—fl ows without interrupting your production 
process. The Carolina Series ATC is available in 1-hp 
and 3-hp confi gurations.

Serious ATC capability is fi nally within reach.

For more information about the Carolina Series 
ATC, call us at 888-680-4466 or visit shopbottools.com.

The World’s Fastest
Ducting for Every Woodshop

Nordfab Quick-Fit® ducting is the gold standard 
for woodshop dust collection, offering profession-
al-grade efficiency for both high-volume industrial 
facilities and serious enthusiast workshops. Our 
signature clamp-together design eliminates rivets, 
screws, and welding, cutting installation time by 45%.

The smooth interior reduces friction loss, ensuring 
maximum suction to keep your workspace pristine. 
Durable, modular, and easy to reconfigure, Nordfab 
grows with your shop.

To learn more, call 800-532-0830, visit nordfab.
com, or send an email to info@nordfab.com.
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Rounding up drills and impact drivers from most major man-
ufacturers really highlights the recent improvement in brush-
less motors, battery performance, and overall thoughtful tool 
design.  If you’re still running a brush style cordless drill, you’ll 
be amazed at the signifi cantly increased torque and runtime. 

By Willie Sandry

In fact, all of the drills and 
impact drivers in this test use 
brushless motors which allows 
for a smaller, more compact tool 
design.  We’ll hog out holes, drill 
screws, and drive lags to sort these 
from homeowner grade, shop 
standouts, or construction beasts.  
If the drill you’re eyeing isn’t the 
fastest or brawniest of the bunch, 
don’t worry, as the tool only needs 
to meet your personal needs.  Of-
ten a great shop drill isn’t the most 
powerful of the bunch, but stands 
out by being light weight and hav-
ing features that matter to you.

Testing ProceduresTesting Procedures

Included in the test are the 
fl agship drill / driver in the 18-20v 

function, or kickback control 
disabled.  Now, drilling 1” holes 
in high gear is a brutal test of the 
motors ability to quickly generate 
power.  In a shop setting, you’d 
normally switch to low speed for 
increased torque, when drill-
ing larger holes.  So as a second 
chance, any drills that struggled in 
the test were given another go in 
low speed.  Impact drivers drove 
60 lag bolts to assess power and 
battery performance.  Next, they 
underwent a speed test driving 
¼” x 1-¹�₂” long lag bolts, with 
no pre-drilling except a ¼” deep 
hole to make the lags easier to get 
started.  Three trials were per-
formed with each impact driver, 
and averaged for test results.  Any 
outlier time that varied greatly 
from the mean, was discarded and 
repeated.  Our stopwatch operator 
was pleased she recorded identical 
numbers on two of the three trials, 
for multiple tools.  Finally, the 
tools were used in the shop for 2 
weeks performing everyday tasks 
to hone in on our favorites.  When 
the dust settled, we had drilled 
1500 holes, driven over 500 lags, 
and countless drywall and wood-
working screws to assess chuck 
function and overall useability of 
each model. 

range from each make, as well 
as a compact drill and ¼” impact 
driver.  Tools were specifi cally 
selected for woodworking, where 
power often takes a back seat to a 
light weight and ergonomic design.  
There are certainly great tools that 
fall outside these criteria, and one 
that comes to mind is Makita’s 40v 
line.  In the end, the fi eld had to be 
narrowed somehow, so the focus 
was cast on these popular 18-20v 
off erings.  Each drill/driver drilled 
100 holes in ½” OSB sheet goods 
as an endurance test and battery 
check, using a new 1” spade bit.  
Next, a speed test was performed 
drilling holes in a fi r 2x4 with the 
same 1” spade bit.  Drills were set 
in high gear, drill mode, with any 
special features such as auto speed 
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Cordless Drills
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Hammer Drill vs. Impact DriverHammer Drill vs. Impact Driver

Here’s a topic where a lot of con-
fusion persists, so we should set 
the record straight.  There were a 
few drills in the test that included 
a hammer drill function, although 
it wasn’t a feature we sought out.  
Afterall a hammer drill func-
tion, usually indicated by a small 
hammer icon, is designed for 
drilling masonry and cementitious 
material.  Now, both a hammer 
drill and impact driver use an anvil 
of sorts to create impacts or bursts 
of momentum to drive the spindle 
and attached chuck.  The key 
diff erence between the two is this: 
a hammer drill creates longitudi-
nal impact along the axis of the 
bit, while an impact driver creates 
a rotational impact.  This makes 
an impact driver ideal for driving 
larger screws and lag bolts, while a 
hammer drill creates a chipping or 
pounding action for drilling con-
crete or bricks.  For woodworkers, 
it may be diffi  cult to know if you 
need a hammer drill function at 
all.  The answer simply depends on 
weather you also want to occasion-
ally work with concrete.  One drill 

that incorporates a hammer mode 
particularly well in a fairly compact 
size is the Bosch GSB18V-65.

Drilling 100 consecutive holes is 
a torture-test by any measure, yet 
all drills in the test managed the 
feat, except the compact Ryobi 
with smaller 1.5Ah battery, which 
stopped at 84 holes.

A fresh 1” Freud Diablo Speed 
Demon spade bit for each drill kept 
the test fair for each brand.  

The better models feature sturdy 
all-metal chuck construction.  All 
models tested performed best 
when the chuck was turned ¹�₈” or 
“Ratcheted” by hand with the drill 
off .  This universally improved bit 
retention for round and hex bits.  

Battery performance and selection 
is often enough to sway a purchase 
decision. The best brands off er ex-
tended run times, rubber coatings 
on the battery, or integrated cool-
ing fi ns.  The Milwaukee, Dewalt 
and Bosch battery packs stood out 
from the crowd.    

 
A Word About ChucksA Word About Chucks

Most of the chucks on the drill / 
drivers are all-metal construction, 
with a couple exceptions.  Either 
style can work, however metal 
chucks are generally seen as more 
robust for heavy duty work.  If 
your last drill has an old-fashioned 
brush style motor, you likely got in 
the habit of installing and remov-
ing bits by spinning the chuck in 
your hand.  I don’t know about you, 
but my last kit drill liked to spit out 
bits like a dog taking a bitter pill.  
Luckily, brushless motors off er 
enough resistance to rotation, so 
there’s a more eff ective way to in-
stall or remove bits.  Sure, you can 
run the bit loosely into the chuck in 
the traditional way.  Then, with the 
chuck stationary, give it a ¹�₈ turn 
by hand to snug up the bit.  Like-
wise, when it’s time to swaps drill 
bits or drivers, loosen the chuck by 
hand, with the drill off .  The extra 
rotational resistance of a brushless 
motor works to your advantage 
here, and I’ve never lost a bit with 
this simple technique.          
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Cordless Drills

Drill / Driver Test ResultsDrill / Driver Test Results

Initially, it was surmised that the 
100-hole test might just be a bat-
tery test.  That was an interesting 
point, because the drills were test-
ed as equipped.  Some tools came 
with a 1.7 or 2.0Ah battery, and 
others had a 4 or 5Ah battery.  One 
model even came with a 6Ah bat-
tery, and some came as tool-only, 
leaving the tester to decide which 
battery made the most sense.  To 
our surprise, all drills but one in 
the test managed the 100-hole 
test, regardless of the battery 
size.  Some of the compact models 
developed more heat during this 
extended and unusual test, and 
specifi c notes are included with 
each model, as applicable.  For 
the speed drilling test, there was 
a wide range of results, with the 
leaders blasting through 2x materi-
al like it was polystyrene, and other 
models that couldn’t drill a single 
hole with the gearbox in high.  The 

fastest performers were the Dewalt 
DCD801 at 1.31 seconds, the 
Makita XPH14 at 1.46 seconds, and 
the Milwaukee and Ridgid tied for 
third at 1.59 seconds.  The fastest 
drills weren’t always the ones se-
lected as best, so be sure to check 
out the model specifi c sections, 
and winner’s circle discussion to 
learn all the details.

All impact drivers managed the 
60-lag test, regardless of battery 
size.  That’s an impressive feat, 
considering they were driven 
consecutively, as fast as the tester 
could go.  Three models topped 
the charts in the lag bolt speed 
driving test.  The Dewalt DCF860 
managed the quickest time at .61 
seconds, with the Ryobi and Mil-
waukee right behind at .80 and .86 
seconds respectively.  Again, the 
fastest tools didn’t always make 
the winners circle due to other 
important factors, such as weight 
and special features. 

The top-tier impact drivers were 
often separated by a fraction of 
a second in the lag driving test.  
Ergonomics and build quality are 
important as well, where the Bosch 
GDR18V-1800 scored well.  

Size and weight vary greatly within 
the impact driver category, with 
some built for tight quarters, while 
others are heavier but more pow-
erful as well.  Battery type plays a 
key role in the overall size and heft, 
and can often be swapped for a 
smaller pack to save weight. 
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Drill / DriversDrill / Drivers
Field NotesField Notes
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Cordless Drills
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Cordless Drills
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Impact DriversImpact Drivers
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Cordless Drills
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The Milwaukee, both Dewalt 
models, and the larger Makita were 
standout performers in this cate-
gory.  If you’ve already committed 
to a battery platform, you won’t 
be disappointed with any of these, 
but if you’re starting from scratch 
the DCF860 is the fastest, and the 
DCF870 is the easiest to control.  

Three drills rose to the top, and 
will exceed the needs of most 
woodworkers.  If you need one drill 
to handle everything including 
construction jobs, go with the De-
walt DCD801.  For a midsize shop 
drill that’s high quality through-
out, and has all the features 
woodworkers want, the Bosch 
GSB18V-65 would be the best bet.  
While the Milwaukee 3601 doesn’t 
stand out on paper, we actually 
enjoyed the compact size and light 
weight of this model, and found it a 
go-to tool for most any job.                     

The Thoughtful Woodworker.
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 Cordless Drills 

DRILLS

DRILL
DRILLING 2X4 TIME 

SECONDS
(SPEED 1 OR 2)

WEIGHT W/ BATTERY 
(AH)

WEIGHT TOOL-ONLY
TORQUE

(MFG-RATING )*
SIZE HXLXW 
(INCHES)**

SPECIAL 
FEATURES

Bosch GSR18V-400 5.56 (1) 2#, 13oz (2) 2#, 1oz 400 in-lbs
9-1/4 x 
6-1/8 x 
2-7/8

Lightest 
weight in 

test

Bosch GSB18V-65 2.22 (2) 3#, 4oz (2) 2#, 8oz 575 in-lbs
9-1/4 x 

6-3/4 x 3

Quick-
change 
selector

Bosch GSR18V-800FC 2.00 (2) 4#, 2oz (4) 2#, 15oz 565 in-lbs
9-3/8 x 

7-1/4 x 3
3 Chuck 
Options

Dewalt DCD794 2.15 (2) 3#, 1oz (1.7) 2#, 7oz [404 UWO]
9-1/8” x 
5-7/8 x 3

Good 
Power-to-

weight

Dewalt DCD 801 1.31 (2) 4#, 1oz (4) 2#, 13oz [1050 MWO]
9-3/4 x 
6-1/4 x 
3-3/8

Fastest Drill, 
Best LED 

light

Kreg® KPTDR0500 5.5 (1) 3#, 3oz (2) 2#, 6oz 650 in-lbs
9-1/4 x 6 x 

3-1/4
Solid Shop 
Performer

Makita XFD15 5.34 (2) 2#, 14oz (2) 2#, 0oz 350 in-lbs 9 x 6 x 3-3/8
Most Com-

pact

Makita XPH14 1.46 (2) 5#, 1oz (5) 3#, 10oz 1250 in-lbs
10-1/4 x 7 x 

3-1/4

Coolest 
running 
motor

Milwaukee 3601 2.19 (2) 3#, 3oz (2) 2#, 4oz 550 in-lbs
9-1/8 x 

5-3/4 x 3
Redlink 

Intelligence 

Milwaukee 2905 1.59 (2) 4#, 10oz (3) 3#, 5oz 1400 in-lbs
9-7/8 x 
6-7/8 x 
3-1/8

Redlink + 
One Key

Ridgid  R87012 2.20 (2) 2#, 15oz (2) 2#, 0oz 500 in-lbs 9 x 6-1/4 x 3 Soft Start

Ridgid  R861152 1.59 (2) 5#, 2oz (4) 3#, 9oz 1250 in-lbs
10 x 7-1/4 x 

3-7/8
Bit Holder

Ryobi PSBDD02 6.19 (1) 3#, 0oz (1.5) 2#, 1oz 450 in-lbs
8-3/4 x 

6-1/4 x 3

Grooved 
Chuck 
Jaws

Ryobi PSBDD02 1.72 (2) 4#, 8oz (4) 2#, 15oz 850 in-lbs
9-3/4 x 

7-1/8 x 3

Impressive 
Speed + 
Power

Vevor DJZH5025-13 6.39 (1) 2#, 15oz (2) 2#, 2oz 487 in-lbs 9 x 5-5/8 x 3
Compact + 
ergonomic

*Not all manufacturers use the same torque / power units.  In-lbs torque was provided, unless unavailable my manufacturer.  
UWO=Unit Watts Out. MWO=Max Watts Out from motor.  
** Overall size includes battery as tested
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IMPACT DRIVERS

DRILL
DRILLING 2X4 TIME 

SECONDS
(SPEED 1 OR 2)

WEIGHT W/ BATTERY 
(AH)

WEIGHT TOOL-ONLY
TORQUE

(MFG-RATING )*
SIZE HXLXW 
(INCHES)**

SPECIAL 
FEATURES

Bosch GDR18V-1800 1.33 3#, 9oz (4) 2#, 5oz 1800 in-lbs 9-1/2 x 5 x 3

Dewalt DCF860 .61 3#,11oz (4) 2#, 6oz 2500 in-lbs
9-5/8 x 

4-3/4, 3-3/8
Fastest 
Driver

Dewalt DCF870 1.05 2#, 14oz (1.7) 2#, 3oz 500 in-lbs 9-1/4 x 4 x 3 Best Control

Kreg KPTDV0250 1.41 3#, 10oz (4) 2#, 2oz 2200
10-1/4 x 
4-5/8 x 
3-1/8

Auto Modes

Makita  XDT18 2.10 2#, 10oz (2) 1#, 12oz 1240
8-1/2 x 

5-1/4 x 3
Lightest 
Driver

Makita  XDT20 1.09 3#,4oz (5) 1#, 14oz 1590
9-1/8 x 

4-1/2 x 3

Milwaukee 2957 .87 3#, 4oz (2) 2#, 4oz 2000
9-1/4 x 

4-1/2 x 3

Ridgid 862312 1.09 3#, 15oz (6) 2#, 6oz 2400
9-5/8 x 5 x 

3-7/8

3 Mode 
Selector

Ryobi PBLID04 .80 3#,14oz (4) 2#, 4oz 2300
9-1/2 x 
5-1/8 x 
3-1/4

Editor's Note: At Popular Woodworking, our goal is to present objective, measurable data as clearly and accu-
rately as possible. Some of the specifi cations and performance fi gures included in these reviews come directly from the 
manufacturers, while others are based on our own testing and evaluation. Personal factors such as ergonomics, balance, 
features, noise, or even personal preference can make one tool a better choice for you than the one we selected. We en-
courage you to use these reviews as a guide, but whenever possible, handle and test a tool at a local retailer before making 
a purchase. Finally, you'll notice that we don't publish pricing in these comparison reviews. Many tools are off ered in 
numerous confi gurations, kits, and promotions, and prices can change frequently. Rather than include information that 
may be outdated by the time you read it, we prefer to focus on the performance, features, and value of each tool so you can 
make the most informed decision. - Logan Wittmer 
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Laptop Riser

If you’re like me, your “lap-
top” doesn’t spend much time on 
your lap. Mine lived on my desk, 
tethered to a monitor, always just 
a little too low and never at the 
right angle. I’ve resorted to stacks 
of books more times than I care to 
admit. Eventually, I decided it was 
time to make a stand that solved 
the problem properly and looked 

Build a clean, modern 
stand that lifts your 

laptop—and your 
workflow.

By Chad McClung
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Laptop Riser
sharp enough to earn a place on my 
desk.

This riser does both. The top is 
roomy without feeling bulky, a 
small lip keeps devices from sliding 
forward, and a bevel on the under-
side adds a clean, crisp profi le. The 
top meets a pair of angled feet with 
loose-tenon joinery, and a cutout in 

each foot keeps the design light.

There’s useful storage below for a 
keyboard or other desk essentials, 
and while most of the construction 
is straightforward, the angled feet 
need to be cut in a specifi c order. 
Still, this is an accessible weekend 
project that pays off  every time you 
sit down to work. 
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Laptop Riser

1

2

1. Mortise the feet. Position the bit, turn on the router, and plunge to full depth at both ends of a mortise 
before routing out the rest in successively deeper cuts.

2. Mortise the top. Reset your edge guide as needed and use the same procedure to rout the top’s mortises.

Size the Parts and Rout the Size the Parts and Rout the 
Mortises

Refer to the Cut List for the basic 
formula, but size the parts and 
adjust the angle to accommodate 
your devices and setup. To get 
the width for the top, bookmatch 
two or three pieces, orienting 
them for best grain composition. 
Edge-glue the top pieces so the 
panel is slightly wider, longer, and 
thicker than the fi nal size. After 
the glue has cured, scrape away 
any squeeze-out and plane to fi nal 
thickness. Then rip and crosscut 
it to fi nal size. For the lip, rip a 
thin strip so its grain matches well 
with the top. Ensure that the lip’s 
exposed face and edge are orient-
ed like the top. Process two pieces 
for the feet to be 8” x 4”.

Use double-stick tape to adhere 
the two inner faces of the feet 

together. Lay out the mortise 
locations on the top edges of the 
feet, referring to the Foot Detail 
drawing. You’ll remove ³�₈” from 
the top edge of the feet later in 
the process, so factor that into 
the mortise layout. Transfer the 
mortise locations to the underside 
of the top.

Clamp the taped-together feet be-
tween two scrap boards the same 
height as your feet, but longer. 
This will support the router during 
the operation. Secure this setup 
to your bench before chucking a ³�₈” 
spiral upcut bit in your handheld 
plunge router outfi tted with an 
edge guide. Rout the mortises as 
shown. After completing the three 
mortises in one foot, unclamp the 
assembly, rotate it, and reclamp it 
to avoid having to reset your edge 
guide. Rout the mortises in the 
top in the same fashion. 
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Laptop Riser

4 5

3

To make loose tenons, mill a strip 
from the same material as the 
project slightly narrower than 
your mortise length and long 
enough for all six tenons. Get 
close with your planer and sneak 
up on the fi t with a hand plane. 
Then chuck a ³�₁₆” roundover bit 
in your router table to round over 
the tenon edges. Finally, crosscut 
them to length at the table saw 
using a miter gauge and stop.

Cut the Angles and BevelsCut the Angles and Bevels

Referencing the Foot Detail on 
page 51, layout the foot on one 
face of the taped-together assem-
bly, transferring lines to the ends. 
Angle your miter gauge to 7.1° and 
set a stop to align the transferred 
line with the blade. With the bot-
tom end against your gauge fence 
and one edge against a stop, saw 
the fi rst angle. Flip the piece end 

for end, readjust the stop, and saw 
the opposite edge. Use a simple 
carrier board to cut the angle 
along the bottom. At the bandsaw, 
fi nalize the shape of the feet.

To cut the top’s bevel, angle 
your table saw’s blade to 45° 
and set the depth to leave a ⁷�₁₆” 
flat around the edge and ends. 
With the top’s bottom face flat 
on the table and firmly against 
the fence, saw the bevel along 
the ends first. Then, readjust 
the fence to saw the edges.

Set up a dado stack in your table 
saw and clamp a sacrificial board 
to your table saw’s rip fence. 
Turn on the saw and raise the 
blade slowly into the sacrificial 
fence to make a ³�₁₆” deep cut, 
leaving ³�₁₆” of the blade exposed. 
Rip the rabbet along the bottom 
edge of the top's show face.

3. Angle the feet. Align the 
feet’s bottom angle with 
the edge of a wide carrier 
board and double-stick 
tape it in place. Set the 
fence to the width of the 
carrier, and make the 
angled cut. 

4. Shape the cutout. Saw to 
the layout lines for the 
cutout in the feet. Use a 
spokeshave and sanding 
block to clean up any 
bandsaw lines.

5. Rip the rabbet. Using a 
dado stack and a sacrifi cial 
fence, saw the thin, shal-
low rabbet for the lip.
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6

6. Clamp the feet. With glue applied to the loose tenons and their mortises, clamp the feet in place, using 
cauls to prevent marring the top. Light taps with a mallet will help seat the joint.
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Laptop Riser

Add the Final Touches and Apply a FinishAdd the Final Touches and Apply a Finish

Now, chuck a ³�₁₆” chamfer bit in your router table and chamfer the feet’s exposed edges and ends and the top’s 
show face, avoiding the rabbet. Run the ends fi rst to clean up any tearout on the edge grain. Sand all the parts 
through 220 grit.

Glue the lip in place and clamp it with masking tape. Apply glue to the mortises in the top and on their loose 
tenons. Tap in the tenons. Apply glue to the mortises in the feet and along the mating end of each foot. Slip 
each foot’s mortise onto the tenons, tap them in place, and clamp them. When dry, fl ush trim the lip and ease 
the edges with a block plane. Finally, apply your durable fi nish of choice. PW–Chad McClung

7. Chamfer the lip. With the assembly complete but before applying fi nish, add any fi nal details such as a 
decorative chamfer to the lip.

7
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■ Laptop Riser

b
a

c d

NOTE: Additional dimensions and SketchUp file are 
available at PopularWoodworking.com/OnlineExtras

Cutlist
No. Items Dimensions (in) 

 T W L

 1 A Riser Lip 5/16 3/16 18
 1 B Riser Top 7/8 10 18
 2 C Foot 5/8 7 5/8 4
 6 D Tenon 3/8 1 7/8

Foot
(side view) Leg

(top view)

Bevel
Rabbet

Mortise 3/8 x 1 x 7/16"

45°

4"

1" 1"

3"

7 9/16"

1"
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Endgrain Veneer Lamp

Last year, when I was visiting 
Shea Alexander's shop to do a pho-
toshoot for Popular Woodworking, 
he asked if I had any interest in 
blocks of stabilized spalted maple 
that he was no longer selling. 
I fi gured I could use them for 
something so I took them home to 
the shop.

On these particular blocks, the 
endgrain was far more interesting 
than the face grain. Eventually, I was 
working on a marquetry panel of a 
hummingbird and remembered the 
way it looked— it was the perfect 

Some specific material, solid technique, 
and a little bit of hardware produces this 
beautiful lamp. By Albert Kleine
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 Endgrain Veneer Lamp

material for the bird's chest.

So I sliced off  a veneer of end-
grain at the bandsaw to see if it 
would hold up enough for use in 
my project. Because the stabili-
zation process impregnates the 
wood with acrylic resin, endgrain 
veneers are much more likely to 
stay together, particularly during 
intricate scroll cuts. To my great 
joy, everything went perfectly.

Later, while I was working on 
another portion of the humming-
bird, I held the panel up to the 

light to detect any gaps, and that's 
when I saw it. Light was only 
penetrating through the endgrain 
maple veneer - everything else 
prevented any illumination from 
shining through.

The eff ect wasn't particularly 
useful on the hummingbird, but 
it made me realize that with a 
little careful planning, I could take 
advantage of the variance in light 
penetration in future.

The hardest part about all of 
this is obtaining the endgrain 
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Endgrain Veneer Lamp

2

1

veneer. Not all species and cuts will 
penetrate light through endgrain 
equally, so it’s best experiment a 
bit before jumping in to a project. 
In all the projects I’ve done using 
endgrain veneers, the material has 
been stabilized — I’m not entirely 
sure if this is a must, but I’ve de-
faulted to it given the potential for 
movement and general fragility of 
non-stabilized stock. You can often 
fi nd stabilized stock online from 
various retailers.

Let's lay the playing fi eld quick-
ly. This lamp is a simple box — 
dovetailed at the corners and with 
a front and back. The front panel 
is cherry with the marquetry leaf 
on it. Creating this panel is the 
fi rst task. 

On the largest sheet of cherry 
veneer, I sketched a simple maple 
leaf pattern consisting of ten 
distinct leaf sections separated by 
veins. From here, the process is 
fairly standard for double-bevel 
marquetry work.

1. Start by sketching out your 
marquetry panel on your 
fi eld veneer. You can print 
off  a pattern or template, 
or you can just free hand it. 
For something like this, I 
sketch it how it feels right, 
and go from there.

2. Identify your fi rst cut 
and tape your marquetry 
veneer on the back of the 
fi eld veneer. Here, it's 
a piece of wenge that is 
taped over one of the vein 
portions of the leaf. Note 
the quarter-sawn grain 
on the wenge — this will 
transfer to a very linear 
looking vein.  
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Endgrain Veneer Lamp

First, I’ll fi ll out the veins using 
a dark, straight grained wood 
(here I’m using some wenge). 
I tape the veneer for each vein 
segment in place on the back of 
the cherry veneer, thread a 2/0 
fret saw blade through the packet, 
and cut out each piece. Since I use 
¹�₁₆” thick veneers, I tend to cut 
with my table tilted at a 8.5 degree 
angle. In this pattern, all pieces 
are inserted into the cherry veneer 
from behind, so the bevel needs to 
be outward fl aring — a table tilted 
to the left requires a clockwise 
cut and one tilted to the right a 
counterclockwise. (An article on 
double-bevel marquetry is avail-
able on popularwoodworking.com/
onlineextras). 

As I cut out the veins, I will 
intentionally oversize them. This 
is because they are entirely within 
sections of the leaf that will be 
fi lled in later — I can make the 
veins their fi nal thickness when I 
do the leaf sections.

Once I fi nished with the veins, 
I go back to redraw their fi nal 
desired thickness with a pencil 
(photo 5) and move to fi lling in 
the leaf sections. The process here 
is the same as before. The only 
diff erence is for these sections, 
I’m using the endgrain veneer.

Once all the leaf sections are 
fi lled in, the marquetry portion is 
fi nished and I’ll move on to creat-
ing its case.

5

3. Saw along the vein line 
using a fret saw.

4. After gluing in the veins, 
re-sketch the leaf portions 
that will be endgrain. Then, 
saw those out.

5. The fi nished veneer panel 
will feature translucent leaf 
areas that are endgrain.

3

4
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Now, it's time to create the box. 
This starts by taking the tailboards 
from the cutlist and set a marking 
gauge to project a bit more than 
the thickness of the stock (in this 
case, ¹�₁₆” over the ¹�₂” thickness 
— also known as ⁹�₁₆”). Scribe a 
line on the faces and edges of the 
tailboards and only on the face of 
the pinboards.

Clamp a tail board in your 
vise with the end facing up. Set a 
marking gauge to ³�₁₆” and strike a 
line across the ends of the board, 
pressing the head of the gauge 
against the edge of the board. Set 
a pair of dividers to open about 1 
¹�₁₆” and place one point into one 
of the gauge marks you just made. 
Set the other point into the end of 
the board and make a mark. Rotate 
and “walk” the dividers along the 
edge of the board, making light 
marks with the points as you 
go. Repeat this process, starting 
from the gauge mark at the other 
edge of the board. When you are 
fi nished, you should end up with 
three equally spaced tails. To 
speed things up, I’ll use all the 
marks I made in the previous step 
as a template for the three remain-
ing tailboard ends. Just clamp the 
boards together in your vise and 
use a combination square to accu-
rately transfer your marks.

Set a bevel gauge to your desired 
angle or use a dovetail marker. For 
this case (and pretty much every-
thing I make), I chose 7 degrees 
because it’s a nice overall angle 

6. Scribe a line on your tail board slightly wider than the thickness 
of your parts.

7. Use dividers to walk out the dovetail spacing.
8. Cut the tails using a dovetail saw. Cut just down to the line.

that provides adequate strength. 
Use the bevel gauge/marker to 
transfer pencil lines to the face of 
your tail board down to the mark-
ing gauge line.
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With the tailboard clamped in 
your vise, place your saw directly 
on one of your marks. Use the 
thumb and forefi nger from your 
non-sawing hand as a fence to 
stabilize the saw on the mark and 
ensure that it is perfectly square 
across the board. Tilt the saw 
slightly to match the dovetail angle 
you drew on the face of the board. 
Once you feel comfortable that 
your saw is square across the board 
and tilted at approximately the cor-
rect angle, you are ready to cut.

Focus on holding the angle you 
set in the previous step while 
gently moving the saw forward and 
backward to establish a cut. Con-
tinue sawing, checking continually 
to make sure you aren’t going past 
your marking gauge lines (especial-
ly on the side of the board that isn’t 
facing you).

Once you have established all 
your tail walls, remove the waste 
between tails using a coping or fret 
saw. Reorient the tailboard in your 
vise so that the edge is facing up. 
Working from the waste side on 
the edge of the tail board, make a 
wedge shaped paring cut toward 
your marking gauge line. The result 
should be a small gullet in the 
waste side of the tail board that 
goes right up to the marking gauge 
line. Place your saw in the gullet 
and make sure that it is square. Cut 
until you meet the dovetail angled 
cut that you made earlier. If the 
waste doesn’t fall off easily, you 
may have to apply light pressure to 
snap it off. Any waste left behind 
can be cleaned up with a chisel.

Remove the tail board from your 
vise and place it on your bench. Us-
ing the widest chisel possible, chop 

out the remaining waste between 
tails. Make sure you start far away 
from your baseline and only go 
about halfway through the board or 
you’ll risk blowout on the backside. 
As you chop, move your chisel 
closer to your marking gauge line 
until only a small amount of waste 
remains. Place your chisel directly 
in the marking gauge line and angle 
it so that it is slightly under 90 
degrees – this will ensure that no 
lingering waste material keeps your 
joint from coming together. Deliver 
your fi nal mallet blows, still making 
sure to only go halfway through the 
board. Repeat this process on both 
sides of both tailboards, making 
sure you remove all the waste 
between tails.

At this point, I like to line up 
my tail and pin boards in the way 
they will be assembled and mark 

9. Use a coping saw to cut 
away the waste.

10. Chisel down the line to re-
move the rest of the waste.

11. Transfer the dovetail 
positions to the pin board 
using a marking knife.

12. Cut the pin board once 
again using a dovetail saw. 
Cut just inside of the knife 
line.

9 10

1211
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force the joint together. If it’s too 
tight pull the tail board out once 
you feel resistance. The pencil 
markings from the tails will trans-
fer to the walls of the pins where 
the joint is too tight. Using a 
chisel, pare lightly across the grain 
to remove these pencil markings 
from the pin walls. Re-pencil your 
tails and try to refi t. Keep refi tting 
and paring until your joint comes 
together with moderate pressure.

With the case dry fi t, I’ll run a 
block plane along both edges to 
remove any mismatch between 
boards. As I do this, I’ll make sure 
I keep the sole of the plane on 
both edges as I turn corners. Once 
I get a full shaving all the way 
around, I know I’m done.

Set a marking gauge to about ¹�₂” 
and score lines on the inside faces 
of the pin boards referencing both 

1413 15

board. It helps to place your knife 
right up against the wall of the tail 
to act as a fence while you make 
your marks. Mark both ends of 
both pin boards.

When sawing the pin walls, you 
need to make sure you are sawing 
square to the edge of he board – 
i.e. there is to “tilt” to your saw 
like when you cut the tails. Also 
ensure your saw is on the waste 
side of the lines you made. Cut the 
pin walls, remove the waste, and 
chop to the base line just as you 
did on the tail board. Make sure 
you spend time ensuring that all 
lingering waste is removed.

After all the waste from the pin 
board has been removed, clamp it 
in your vise. Rub a pencil on the 
inside walls of your tails and try to 
press the joint together by hand or 
with light mallet taps. Don’t try to 

1716

them accordingly. Clamp a pin 
board in your vise and line up its 
corresponding tail board perpen-
dicular over the end of the pin 
board. It can help to elevate your 
tail board with a handplane so that 
everything lays fl at. With one hand 
placing fi rm downward pressure 
on the tail board, use a marking 
knife to transfer the walls of your 
tails onto the endgrain of the pin 

13. It's okay to cut slightly past 
your line on the inside of 
the board.

14. Chop away the waste, 
working from both sides.

15. Test fi t the joint — the pins 
should be slightly proud.

16. Plane the top edge of the 
box fl ush.

17. Glue in the glue blocks.
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the front and back edges. Spread 
a bead of glue along one edge of 
a glue block. Place a wide chisel 
in the middle of the scoreline 
with the fl at facing the inside of 
the board and use it as a fence to 
properly place the glue block. You 
can clamp here if you like, but fi rm 
pressure and about 30 minutes 
of waiting is fi ne. Do this for the 
remaining glue blocks.

After the blocks are set, glue the 
case together by spreading glue 
only on the walls of the pins. If 
everything fi ts well here, clamps 
will likely be unnecessary.

To make sure any gaps in my 
marquetry panel don’t allow light 
through, I’ll spread a mixture of 
glue and sawdust on the back of 
the panel. Be careful not to put 
too much glue here — I did way 
too much and my panel started to 
cup. All I had to do to fi x things 
was clamp it between some fl at 
surfaces to dry, but it would have 
been nice to avoid that.

Next, I’ll glue some ¹�₄” strips 
of wood across the grain of the 
veneer on the back at the top and 
bottom of the panel. This will help 
prevent cupping, and gives the 
panel a more substantial surface 
to be adhered to the case.

Before gluing the panel in place, 
I’ll take my stock for the back 
panel and drill centered holes at 
the top and bottom. I’ll then affi  x 
it to the back of the case by driving 
screws into the glue blocks.

With the back in place, I at-
tached some battery powered (and 
remote controlled) puck lights to 
the inside.

Before gluing the panel in place, I’ll 
do a test fi t and adjust things at the 
shooting board if necessary. From 
there, I simply spread a bead of glue 
along the glue blocks and press the 
panel in place. PW – Albert Kleine

18

19 20

21

22

18. I use my chisel as a refer-
ence to position the glue 
blocks.

19. Assemble the box with 
glue.

20. The back is installed with a 
pair of screws.

21. Puck lights get placed 
inside.

22. The front panel is glued on.
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Cutlist
No. Items Dimensions (in) Materials 

 T W L

 1 A Top 1/4 8 8 Cherry
 4 B Glue strips 1/2 1/2 8 Pine
 2 C Pin Board 1/2 31/2 91/8 Pine
 1 D Bottom 1/4 8 8 Pine
 2 E Tail Board 1/2 31/2 91/8 Pine

a

cb

e
d

SIDE END VIEWSIDE END VIEW

NOTE: Additional dimensions and SketchUp 
file are available at PopularWoodworking.com/
OnlineExtras

NOTE: Glue blocks are located
 1/2" from the edge.
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Magazine History
End Grain

The Dovetail Decade: How history, habit, and retirement created the modern hobbyist.  

By Collin Knoff

I was recently doing some 
research for an article, and had 
the sudden realization that almost 
every major woodworking publica-
tion was founded within 10 years 
of each other. Fine Woodworking 
was founded in 1975, followed 
by Woodsmith in 1978, Popular 
Woodworking (originally Pacif-
ic Woodworker) in 1981, Wood 
Magazine in 1984, and Ameri-
can Woodworker in 1985. Even 
Woodwork Magazine came along 
in 1989, just a few years later. What 
in the world caused this sudden 
avalanche of specialty publications 
during that time frame?

It's not just woodworking 
magazines rolling out during this 

era. Roy Underhill started the 
long-running Woodwright's Shop 
television show on PBS in 1979. 
That same year, Norm Abrams 
made his debut on This Old House, 
though his dedicated woodwork-
ing show, New Yankee Workshop, 
wouldn't air for another decade. 
On the commerce side of things, 
Lee Valley, Garret Wade, and 
Lie-Nielsen were also founded 
during this age of woodworking 
reniassance. 

Clearly this return to hob-
byist woodworking was based 
on some socioeconomic factor. 
First, I looked at what was hap-
pening during that time period 
in American history. And oh boy, 
what wasn't happening? There's 
climbing gas prices, war in the 
Middle East, and inflation run-
ning rampant (sounds familiar).  
That being said, I'm not entirely 
convinced that Watergate and the 
end of the Vietnam War were the 
answers I was looking for. In order 
to understand why woodworking 
became popular again, I had to 
understand what had changed in 
the first place.

I think there are several places 
you could point to where trends 
changed, but I think the real 
culprit was mid-century America. 
Going back to the late 1940's, you 
see a pivot to mass-manufactured 

goods 
in the postwar US. 
Chrome and plastic are in, wood-
en furniture is decidedly out. The 
Eames Molded Plastic & Fiberglass 
Armchair dropped in 1950, and 
with all due respect to the Arts & 
Crafts movement, the future had 
clearly arrived. To consumers at 
the time, wooden furniture was 
considered stuffy and out of touch 
with the space-age aesthetic grip-
ping the nation.

These new materials were also 
very popular with the emerging 
middle class. Mass manufactur-
ing created a democratization of 
furniture for the American people. 
Nice furniture, no longer requiring 
fine craftsman skill, became easily 
accessible to all. This, combined 
with the postwar economic boom, 
allows consumers to outfit their 
homes with the latest and greatest 
from Sears on a consistent cycle.
At the same time, anecdotally, at 
least, the suburban homeowner is 
doing handiwork instead of wood-
work. Suburb living means mowing 
the lawn, planting a garden, or 
building a nursery. Publications 
that feature woodworking, like 
Workbench Magazine, are targeted 
to all sorts of hobbyists and home-
owners. So this means the things 
being built are generally more utili-Eames Molded Plasic &Fiberglass Armchair
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tarian in nature. The craft certainly 
isn't dead, but the focus has moved 
sharply away from it. And then, 
in the mid 1970s, things change 
course again.

Fine Woodworking Magazine 
is the first new publication out 
of the gate for this rebirth. Paul 
Roman, a hobbyist woodworker, 
was disappointed with the lack 
of information available for him 
to grow his skills. After losing his 
corporate job with GE in 1975, he 
decided the time was right to act 
on his longtime dream of creating 
a publication. Along with his wife 
Jan, he started the magazine out of 
his own home that summer. Back 
then, in order to put up a new pub-
lication, letters would be mailed to 
potential subscribers, asking them 
to send money. Recruiting friends 
and family, he mailed out 20000 
letters. His original goal, in order 
to successfully print and send a 
magazine, was 800 subscriptions. 
He received 3000. With funding in 
hand, he redoubled his effort and 
sold another 15000 subscriptions. 
The print run of the first issue was 
25000 copies, and each one sold.

Clearly, Paul was not the only 
woodworker in search of more 
knowledge.

From there, the trend moved 
west, with Woodsmith Magazine 
being founded by Don Peschke in 
Des Moines, and Pacific Wood-
worker hailing from Steven Aqui-
linia in California.

What was causing this explosion 
of interest though? I have two 
ideas. The Strauss–Howe gener-
ational theory posits that society 
runs in 21-year cycles. While it 
specifically is looking at genera-
tional differences, the timeline 
tends to line up with phases in 
popular culture. Twenty years or 
so after something goes out of 
fashion, people seem to remember 
why they loved it in the first place.

Workbench magazine featured woodworking projects in the 1960's, alongside articles on boating, electrical 
work, and more.

The staff of Fine Woodworking in 1976. From left: Publisher Paul Roman, Contributing Editor R. Bruce 
Hoadley, Editor John Kelsey, Contributing Editor Tage Frid and Art Director Roger Barnes
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•  Step-by-step projects
•  Exclusive blogs
•  Wood encyclopedia
•  25% off entire PW store

•  Latest articles from Popular Wood-
working magazine online

•  Exclusive access to new videos 
 before anyone else

DOWNLOAD & PRINT 
YOUR PLANS AT 

HOME! 
Hundreds to choose from
for home, gift and shop!

PLUS  VIDEO PLANS!
Each video plan includes 

a 26-minute video and 
a detailed printable plan.

WoodsmithPlans.com

PANEL SAW

©2018 Cruz Bay Publishing, Inc. an Active Interest Media Company

Go to:

Kits and Plans
WE HAVE A WIDE VARIETY of plans, 
projects, advice, back issues and all things 
woodworking in our online store. Please visit 
Store.PopularWoodworking.com

Shop Equipment 
and Supplies
BLOXYGEN SAVES LEFTOVER FINISHES  
–Preserve expensive varnish, paint.
www.bloxygen.com or (888) 810-8311. 

SEAT WEAVING SUPPLIES. 
Chair cane and splint, Shaker tape, fi ber and 
natural rush. Complete line of basketweaving 
supplies. Royalwood Ltd., 517-WW Woodville 
Rd, Mansfi eld, OH 44907. (800) 526-1630 or 
www.royalwoodltd.com 

Schools and 
Instruction
JOHN C. CAMPBELL FOLK SCHOOL, 
Brasstown, NC. Courses for all skill levels. 
Week and weekend classes year-round, taught 
by nationally known instructors. Friendly, 
supportive environment. Comfortable, 
on-campus housing. Delicious meals served 
three times a day. (800) 365-5724 or 
www.folkschool.org

Bob Van Dyke – Director

www.schoolofwoodworking.com

Featuring hands-on classes
for all skill levels taught 

by nationally known 
craftsmen including

Steve Latta, Will Neptune, 
Peter Follansbee, Mary May, 

Mike Pekovich and more!

Classifi ed rate is $6.00 per word, 15-word minimum. 
Order must be accompanied by payment. 

Please send inquiries for classifi ed ads and advertising to 
PopularWoodworking@aimmedia.com. 
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Send $1.00 For Lumber Catalog
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice

STEVE H. WALL LUMBER CO.
BOX 287, MAYODAN, NC 27027

336-427-0637 • 1-800-633-4062 • FAX: 336-427-7588
Email: woodsales@walllumber.com

Website: www.walllumber.com

STEVE WALL LUMBER CO.
Quality Hardwoods and Plywood For The 
Craftsmen and Educational Institutions

Quality Hardwoods and Plywood For The 
Craftsmen and Educational Institutions

Alder .............................No longer Available
Ash ................................4/4 Select 4.00  .......... $104.00
Basswood .....................4/4 Select 3.25  .......... $  95.00
Birch .............................4/4 Select 3.95  .......... $108.00
Butternut .......................4/4 1C 3.65  .......... $  98.00
Cedar (Aromatic Red) ...4/4 1C+Btr. 3.35  .......... $  95.00
Cherry ...........................4/4 Select 4.90  .......... $118.00
Cypress .........................4/4 Select 4.60  .......... $118.00
Hickory - Pecan .............4/4 Select 3.00  .......... $108.00
Mahogany (African) ......4/4 Select 5.50  .......... $125.00
Maple (Hard) .................4/4 Select 5.00  .......... $125.00
Maple (Soft) ..................4/4 Select 4.85  .......... $119.00
Oak (Red) ......................4/4 Select 3.15  .......... $101.00
Oak (White) ...................4/4 Select 7.00  .......... $150.00
White Oak (Quarter Sawn) 4/4  8.95 ........... $180.00
Poplar ...........................4/4 Select 2.85  .......... $  95.00
Walnut...........................4/4 Select 8.25  .......... $165.00
White Pine (Soft) ..........4/4 F.G. 2.00  .......... $  79.00
Yellow Pine (Soft) .........4/4 Clear 2.20  .......... $  88.00

Above prices are for 100’ quantities of kiln 
dried rough lumber sold by the Bd. Ft. FOB 
Mayodan, NC. Call for quantity discounts. 

Other sizes and grades available.

Above prices are 15 bd. ft. 
bundles of clear kiln dried 

lumber 3”-10” wide • 3’-4’ long 
(Random widths & lengths) 
Surfaced 2 sides or rough. 

Delivered Ground prepaid in 
the Continental U.S.

UPS Specials

OLIVER MACHINERY DEALER

HARDWOOD PLYWOOD

CUSTOM RAISED PANEL DOORS

CUSTOM PLANK HARDWOOD FLOORING

THIN CRAFTWOOD

EXOTIC LUMBER

SEE OUR CATALOG
ON THE WEB!
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So looking at the math, if plastic 
furniture and the space race kicked 
off in the 1950s, then the 1970s 
would fall perfectly into that time 
frame for that cycle to complete. 
Simply put, a generation had 
cycled, and there was a desire for 
change, a return to the old ways. As 
we've seen before, everything old is 
new again. The acceptance of wood 
as a household material swings 
back into fashion.  

The next part is where the 1970s 
society steps in. Though the 1960's 
counterculture movement had 
largely run out of steam by then, 
there is still ongoing dissatisfaction 
with corporate life and structure. 
Like Paul Roman, people were 
searching for alternatives, either as 
a hobby or as a career. Woodwork-
ing, being very tangible, is a com-
pelling choice. There's one more 
factor I think is important though. 

For decades now, the statistical av-
erage reader of woodworking mag-
azines has been a 65-year-old male. 
It just so happens that 1975-1985 
is when the bulk of WWII veterans 
reached that age. Being the first 
generation to enjoy widespread 
retirement with a full pension after 
a life of white-collar work, they had 
both time and disposable income. 
And so begins a cycle of someone 
who worked behind a desk all day, 
wanting to reconnect with the use 
of their hands to produce real, 
beautiful items, and with it, the 
birth of the modern woodworking 
magazine. 
PW – Collin Knoff 

In only 5 years, Popular Woodworking grew from a 16 page publication printer on newsprint, to 64 pages 
with glossy paper and even some color photos. The advertisements changed from niche tools to familiar 
names like Bosch, Lignomat, and Ryobi

“The last decade has seen a major resurgence of wood and wood related items. All around us are examples of consumers 
renewing their love of wood. Gone are the kitchen tables of the 50's, with their chrome tubular legs and formica tops. In 
their place, butcher block and antique reproduction tables are but two examples of peoples' favorites. Now we are del-
uged with literally thousands of wood ideas and products in the marketplace. With the onset of “the energy crisis”, the 
future of home improvement is solidified and more people will be buying products and accessories for their home. From 
hardwood floors to cedar roofs. we will be placing more wood products in our houses.” 
- First issue of Popular Woodworking Magazine
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YOU LOVE THE IDEA OF A CNC BUT...

Learn more 
shapertools.com/origin

   ...hate the idea of programming one. Design should feel 
more like putting pencil to paper – not sitting in front of a 

 
Clean. Accurate. Precise. 

The Handheld CNC for Woodworkers
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